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THE FATHER OF THE GUARD.

This country lost a patriotic citizen and the |
State of New York a member of its wilitary or-

| ganization whose position was unique when

General Frederlek Phisterer died. He was a
mere boy when he came to thiz country from his |
native Germany, and, Hke so many of his conn- |
trymen, his speech never Inst 1ts forelgn aceent ;
but n=2 a =oldier In the regular army, which he
enterer] at nineteen and where he ndvaneced from
the ranks to a ecaptainey, as well as in the na-
tional guard, where he occupled a position of

| high trust, hewas the embodiment of that gond
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American citizenship to which foreign hirth and
o sirange tonguae are no bhar,

Crenernl Phisterer’s repond in the regular army
was honorahle, distinguished by valor and brav-
ery, which received deserved recognition at the
hands of the government; hut his more eminent
services were performed as an officer of the
gtafe soldiery, which owes its present efflclency
largely to bls instrumentality.  For twentyr-nine
years he was the master mind of the adjutant
general’s department, where hizs good judgment,
tact and knowledge of men often Ald much o
bridga over nnpleazant zltunfions and to restore
harmony where but for his connsel the opposite
might have supervened. He was a diligent stu-
dent and eontributed valuable material to the
militnry literature of hiz day. Hizs work was
ms pride, and In ite execation he probably came
into pergnnal contact and won the friendship of
more members of the guard than any other
man in the ztate. Like all men who Iabor in o
similar field of activity, he had opponents : but

| the most outspoken of these never ascribed to

any action ou the part l::fa zemeral Phistersr

ignoble or unpatriotle motives, and 1if AmMONg |
themn thers might have heen a real enemy @ven
be would not have hesitated to Indorse tha|
tribute of Governor Hughea which named him J
ng the “Fother of the National Guard of the
Btate."”






