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Stones River National Battlefield

3501 Old Nashville Highway
Murfreesboro, TN 37129
Phone: (615) 893-9501, Fax: (615) 893-9508

Regimental File Donation Form

Donor Name: Jimmy Walker

Address: 306 Oakwood Lane

City: Tullahoma State: TN Zipcode: 37388

Phone: 931-4540730 Fax:

E-mail: ban-one@charter.net

Significant Person’s Name: Sylvanus Jackson Cleek & Andrew J. Cleek

Unit: Fourth Tennessee Mounted Infantry, USA

List Contents of Donation Below:
e Sylvanus Cleek Military Records
e Andrew Cleek Military Records
e Census Record for Andrew Cleek (1870)

Materials donated to prove possible misidentification for grave H-3020 in Stones River National
Cemetery.
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Forward this form and the donated items to Jim Lewis for cataloging. DO NOT place

uncataloged materials in the regimental files.
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An Unknown Struggle . 81

they crossed the swamp to get in front of the travelers, they
w in ambush but recognized Blackwell before opening fire.
e two parties then joined forces and continued north. Be-
they had reached Fayetteville they had met seven other
illas and had formed a plan to revenge the attack on their
me base.

Using information which may have been obtained from
ale sympathizers in Shelbyville, the men approached the
on September 26. They made their plans to attack the

rtection. He

anging gen-
1, he issued oad depot on the night of the 27th while they hid in the
Union mani es of Confederate sympathizers. They knew there were

21 Union soldiers in the building, but they believed that sur-
se would be to their benefit. As soon as the men in the de-
ot were asleep, the 11 guerrillas surrounded the building and
ged from all sides at once. Blackwell and Tom Kelly en-
d through the freight doors shouting, “Surrender, d —m
wou, or die!” The surprised Union soldiers surrendered and
ere soon on their horses, beginning the 23-mile ride to
vetteville. As they rode out of Shelbyville flames leapt from
e depot where the military supplies had been set afire.
~ Asthemenrode though the night Blackwell and Josh Kelly
Began to discuss what to do with the prisoners. Upon arriving
#n the village of Fayetteville the two men reached a compro-
mise. Blackwell agreed to allow Josh Kelly to parole the “more
mespectable” prisoners, but the rest would remain in Blackwell’s
gare. Kelly wrote out paroles for 11 men, which allowed them
o begin the long walk back to Shelbyville. The other 10 were
taken south of Fayetteville to the top of Wells Hill where they
wrere shot. Local residents found their bodies the next morn-
| img. A note containing the words “Remember Massey” was
pinned to each of the bodies.”” Each of those who had been
executed were Tennesseans who had joined the Union army,
some of them after having been in Confederate service. One of
their widows later testified:

I live on Flat Creek Bedford County. My husband be-
longed to Wortham Co Home Guards. He was mustered

) scout, cap-
)een in com-
ee, and had
[e had made
ut trial, and
1 Paine was

vas moving
own as Ban-
nse, but was
‘eams which
> whole area
s and slight
h and south
ered mostly
p, Blackwell
aring Union
, Alabama,
n. This resi-
d men pass-
Kelly of the
iment) were
e Kelly pass-
y>anion were
kill the two.



Chapter Two

An Un

as a U.S. troop. He with twenty six others of the company
was stationed at Shelbyville on the 28th of last month,

when he with the other twenty-six of the company was

captured by Blackwell’s Co of Bushwhackers, who took
the 26 to Wells Hill, where my husband with nine others
of his company was shot by the bushwhackers. My hus-
bands name was Berryman Bruton. I understand he lived
two days after he was shot staying at the house of a citi-
zen named Lamberson; and when he died was buried at
Patricks Grave yard.

He was not in the Rebel Army.

I am satisfied that the families of Mr Samuel Broad-
way and David Wise used their influence to have him shot.
They had threatened to have them shot before.®

Upon hearing about the raid and the subsequent killings
Milroy was furious. Soon after he received the news, Milroy
telegraphed his superior officer, George Thomas:

Ten of the home guards captured at Shelbyville by
Blackwell were taken out and shot in cold blood. This was
unprovoked and should be followed by a terrible retribu-
tion. Blackwell’s wife lives in Shelbyville. I would recom-
mend that she with the secesh women of the place be sent
through the lines and his house burned, and that [ be given
an adequate cavalry force and about ten days time among
the guerrillas of Lincoln County.*

Guerrillas were elusive and dangerous, and women, such
as Blackwell’s wife, were a much easier and safer target.
Milroy’s idea was fleshed out two days later by the receipt of a
report from the mysterious K.D.

A LIST OF THE DISLOYAL LADIES OF SHELBYVILLE
Tullahoma Tenn Oct 14/64

Maj Genl Milroy _
Sir, the government of the United States of America
should know and understand its enemies whether male

or female. And treason
alike, I am not making
ery brave man loves a1
but when she stoops fr.
fies the character of a t
traitors of the male gend
the best government on
high regard and becom
of the whole human fa:
name of woman, but w]
subject for anything. It

this country, so beautifi
more noble purposes is
and blood. And have th
distilled in their phanat
among the people they ¢
people and give inforn
lieve it just and we are
reward patriotism and ¢
express a desire to go s
of their complexion, an
one portion of their wi
leads their minds and ci
Not he that is tincturec
list of applicants for a jo
should not be disappoir
WALLACE of Shelbyv
from justice now in the«
and has sold off all her
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greatly when Blackwell
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Fayetteville Times, Apr. 15, 1915. Article on local history.
Fayetteville Observer, Apr. 6, 1919.
Interview with Jerry Mansfield, Historian, Lincoln County, Tennessee.

A small marker to these three victims of the war stands on the courthouse lawn in
Fayetteville.

Lincoln County is named for General Benjamin Lincoln who received the sword of
Cornwallis at Yorktown in the American Revolution.

O.R., ser. 1, vol. 8, pp. 568-69.

Walter T. Durham, Rebellion Revisited. A History of Sumner County, Tennessee, from
1861 to 1870, pp. 190-91.

This book contains a full description of the career of Paine while in Gallatin and
provides an interesting addition to the conditions which came to exist in Tullahoma
where Paine had as his commander a man of like mind in General Milroy.

Interview with Milan Hill, author and researcher, Tullahoma, Tennessee. Unpub-
lished manuscript of Mr. Hill.

Killed that night were the following men of Company A, 4th Tennessee Mounted
Infantry:

Private Berry Bruton, age 22. From Bedford County, Tenn. Buried Patrick Cem-
etery on Wells Hill.

Private Sylvanus Jackson Cleek, age 20. From Bedford County, Tenn. Buried Stones
River National Cemetery, Grave H. 3020.

Private Moses C. Day, age 24. From Wilkes County, N.C.
Private James Hashaw, age 19. From Bedford County, Tenn.
Private John Hyde, age 26. From Bedford County, Tenn.
Private Hillard J. Johnson, age 17. From Bradley County, Tenn.

Sergeant Pleasant M. Melton, age 27. Previously a member of Company C, 23rd
Tenn. Infantry, CSA. Buried at Stones River National Cemetery, grave H. 2907.

Private George Ross, age 25. From Nashville, Tenn.
Private William J. Shaw, age 23. From Bedford County, Tenn.

Private Henry F. Sutton, age 22. Previously served in Company G, 24th Tennessee
Infantry, CSA. From Bedford County, Tenn. Buried at Stones River National Cem-
etery, grave H. 2921.
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Duck River.
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