leave the com.any, Sevoral dead bodioes lay recar our ceamp
fires-naar enoush to be seer by the ligkt. It was a gloonmy
night. Every thing was very quiet thet night-only a partiy
-of soldiers diging & grave nesr by po disturdb our feverish
rest, after the day's excitezent. Ve were up early the
morning of the seventh, but did not move until after csunrise:
Our imoression was, the beitle was over with for the _:resant
Gen'l Buell had come to tura the tide of battle, and another|
terrible day was in store for us. I do not rcmember the c=-
act time of day, vhen an officer cam uh» and ordered us to
the support of CGen'l Ereckenridge, as the enemy was concen-
\:xmutlng in his front. It must have been nine o'clock when |
we took position on the line of battle. In the m-antime
the sharp crackling of muskets toldthat the enemy was precs-
ing owr lines. The enemy kept his artillery well up in fron{

and the smail arnys wero often lost in the ZFeep tunes of Lhe

cannon. Jow, as in the day before we had -to take oar positior

unier fire. The firing was not aimed gt us for we were hid |
from the eneay by the und ergrowth. The shelling was iniend-!
(:)ad feel "of our lines". Our Battery was posted on a hill,
an open field to our ri:zht, the grourd sloping dcwn into a
hollow in our front end ‘hen rising again to a hill of the
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came hight &s the one on which we stood. "On thic opposing
hill, the enemy had taken position, fom which they were
now warmly shelling the woods where they knew our lines were
though completely hid by the bushes. To our left znd about“
a hundred yerds from us, another of our batteries was in
position mking ten guns we had on our ridge. In our rear
and some thirty ysrds from us, our line of battle of infan-
try, was beinz irawn and ready to support us, should the

‘enemy charge. Our battery had but five guns; one hed been

disabled in the previous days fifht and sent from the fielad.
The Shell‘from the enemy's guns were making the crest of our
hill rather'unsafe, when we "unlimbered®. TWe opened with -
all our guns immediately aiming at the sound of the eneny's
guns, &s they were masked by the woods, arnd the only sign

we could see of them was the smoke rising from the bushes

where they were hid. Our first shots developed their la~

tent powers, and from those bushes came sugh a Succession

of deafening peals of thunder as I had never heard before,

seeming to almost 1ift us from the ground. A mad storm of
shot, shell and canicter swept by us. A mad storm of shot _:)

'shell and canister swept by us. -The first fire did not ex-

el e e - St e 8

haust them. The flash, the roar, ard the iron storm con-
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tinued to come without intormiscion. Ye had seen enough to
know that our only hope was to distract the encmy, by well

[k

« ¥n6 replices

w

directed and quick replies from our own gun
of the enemy becams less imprecsive, as they were lost in
the deep, animeting roar of our guns. The hiss of sho? was
gone , but the shivered trecess and the limbs {rom above our
heads marked their presence. Sevoral times I thouzght I felt
their hot breath as they hissed by. ©Still more terrible ef-
fects followed. The lzad rider of @y gun, John J. Bovien,
who .was standing by hoiding his horses, was hurled some ten
feet from where he stood by a cannon shot striving him just
\[)elow the hip, tearing the leg ncarly entirely away from hig
body. I started to him, but at a glance saw his condition;
beinzg but & few feet from him I could hear his crys of "O
Lord" Oh! Lord," rising a‘ove the sound of battle. I Leard
them but a morment and they died away, as he passed "from tim
to eternity", Even before another man could get to nis norse
to take charze of them; one wdgs down, a shot through his bod
and the other with his leg shot off ahove the knee. The air
([)eemed to be full of missels. It was plain that 'the eneny
had the numbers on us, and were determined to give us the fu

benefits. We were far from submitting quietly to the fierce
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rrent of thelir anzer. snd I have ne doubt that our ten

E o5 Y.
guns rede thelr position nearly as disagreceasble as ours. I
do not think this fight was kept up more timan twenty minu- )

tes, when the line of infantry which was lieing behind us,

was ord red to charge the batteries in our front.  We ceas-
ed firing as they passed betweon our guns. A moment after
they pasced down the slope and into the bushes in our front

the musketry began to rattle at a most terrible rate. Ve

stood by our guns anxiously awaiting the issue of the charge

It lasted but a few minutes. Our men were repulsed. The

batteries in our front were strongly supported by infantry. 4
The storm that swept through the thick undergrowth could no :) .

be withstood. The line that charged came back in confusion-
so deadly wes the reéeption they had met, and so demoraliz-
ed by the shock, that they would not rally around our Bat-
tery. Their officers tried in vain to rheck them. Capt.
Stanford called on them in vain to rally, and not let his
guns fall into the hands of the enemy. Tellfng %hem wve
could drive tle Yankees back with the Battery, if théy would
stand by us. They were in & panic, and deaf to the call of ) :
duty and honor. Again we opened with our guns deprecsing |
them so as tp sweep the bushes in the hollow in front of
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us with canister shot; expecting every moument 1o see the
eneny almost at the pmcczle of our guns, 28 the small growth
would notl permit us to see more than twenly yards from us-
tlat is to see men advancing, but looking over Lhe tops of
these bushes we could see the smoke from the.enemy's guns
on the opposite ridge. We were now fighting to save oué E
guns. The firing from the enemy's carnnon had ceased. Ve
knew what it meant. The infantry was advancing. Ve knew
those bushes .were swarming with thousands. With guns de-
pressed so as to sweep close to the ground, we hurled our.

: canisier at the unseen foe. They must have given back under

k)t:}ur fire; and had we continued to fire, would have held the
posi tion until re-enforcements reached us. But an unfortu- ;
‘nate order came for us to retire, end, still worse, the or-
der was only partly understood and caused some confusion.
A1l of ovr guns limbered up. My gun having an open way mov-
ed out first, which was the regular order in which we al-
ways moved. Going but a short distance we observed the guns
were not following us, and at the time did not know vwhat di-

(:)rection they had taken, or what had become of them. It

would not do for us to retire without them, Turning to the

left we unlimbered our gun on the edge ol the field near
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vnick we Thad been fighting. This field was ahbout a hun-

i dred yards wide, the bushes standing thick on the edece up

. to the opposite side, from vhich the minnie bells were com-

E ing through ve could not see by vhom they were fired. Ve had

locaded our gun, intending to fire into tke se bushes, when

Sen'l. Breckenridge and his son rode up to us. The Jen'l

. told us to delay our fire awhile as he thcught our men still

'iheld those woods. At the moment Gern'l B. came up a wounded
soldier was hobling by, and said to him "Gen'l. I am badly

';uounded". I cannot now recall the reply, but was perticitlar-

ly struck by his words of kindness and sympathy for this un-

| known soldier "friend". They were not such as I expected toi)

L

come from a general in the midst of a terrible battle., Ile
dismounted for a moment behind a tree, to thre leewsrd of which
several of us had taken our position after the order not to
Tire, to examine a slight wound we had from & spent ball. The
rresence of a general had for a moment or so called our atten-

tion from the Yankees. hen we again looked across the open

‘'space in our front, the little jets of smoke darting out from

ithe bushes, and the "ziping" of balls left no doudbt in our ':)

;miﬂds as to who: occunied that side of the field. As Gen'l.

Breckenridge mounted and rode off, he ordered us to fire at




Dunlep stood near by holdings my and his horse. Roudeau

(t)dcalt out the smnunition and John Sledge brought it to the

gun eand placed it in the muzzle., I rammed the charye down
Wi thdrawing the rarimer and throwing it down and step to the
trail to csee that the gun had the proper raige and then fi-
red, Tull into the bushes. 4s the gun stood on the edge of
the field, I was left entirely unprotected. W¥hy 1 was not

killed I do not know, unless there was a pover that turned

aside the balls, for the others being in rear of the gun, I

.. was certlainly a fair target. After firing in this way for

©,

here they are, right on us"., Before we could get tho gun

limbered, two more of our horses were shot down, and it was

not longer in our power to save our gun, and in fact we were

-literally in the midst of the enemy. Iearly all their guns
being empty, I think saved us from death. This line that
was so close on us apnroached from the left, and swept over

the other part of the battery before they got to us. The

(:hmshes being so thick kept us from seeing them until they

were in a few steps of us. The line across Lhe Tield did

not show itself until we had ceased firing. As soon as ve

ze

Thero was but four of us left to work the gun., Lieut,

five minutes or more, Lieut. D. called out "limber your gun,

|
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sew our horses L0Whg

all hands put ¢ = through the bushes at sometiiing better

than & double guick. Lieut. Dunlap was mouated and still :)

held my horse, I lost no time in getting into the saddle

i

but the others t:md the start of me, and were gone so quick,
that in some war I lost sight of them in the smoke and con- r'
fusion, for it ceemed that the enemy end the hindmost of q
our men came up almost as one confused mess. Guns were fir-
ing and balls singing on every side. Just as I had settled
in my saddle and before my horse had made half & dozen juaps (!
a minnie ball was through the upper pert of my thigh cut-
ting the cantle of my saddle before it slruck me, then paséw)
ing through my lecg in a downward direction and spending its
force against the front of the saddle, it passed on down in-
side of my pants, end finally rested in my boot, vhere, I,
or rather the doctor, found it after we got back to Corinth.
The shoclk from the wound was very severe; even at the in-
stant of receiving it. Ify first impression was that. & can-
non ball hed thrown a limb or a piece of shivered wood ag~.

ainst my thigh, the pain being similar to that produced by‘t)
a heavy blow. The sensation was 1like that vhich I suppose

would be caused by & man striking a double handed blow,
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with a handspike across the ghigh. There was none of that |

burning pain thet I thought wowld come from a

npiercins
l._e,cl_-"_, Ey

ball passing through any part of the body, and was surprised
(j)after passing my hand under my log to sece if it was broken,
to see my hand covered with blood. I did not checl my horse
while making this investigation, but let him "have his own
sweet will" which inclined him then to get away from bad com;
pany. Within a hundred yards of the place we had left our |
gun, I met a regiment of infantry coming to our relief. i
They were too late. There was an opening in the line vhich
- 1 wes .tempted to ride through, but wouldnot do it as they

L-:)might think I was "demoralized” more than imrt. I did not

stop to see how they met the encmy. The rattling of their

guns soon told that they were et work., Some of our boys
who stopped élbSe by said there was some gallant fighting
done around our old gun-our men are taking it but unable to
hold it long enough to withdraw it. The battle was lost
and the resistless numbers of the Yankees slowly crushed
our exhausted men from the field. Slowly and stuhbo;nly
(:)tMey gave back to the enemy the victory so nobly gained the
day before. Passing through the woods where lay the friends
" that had fallen the day before they would turn and dash
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ine s. Bt a1l To no noe. “The blitaze of

et

break their heavy

victory was lost in the gloom of defeat. Soon aftier I had

¢ }

wound and thought I must fall from my horse. ZLuckily I met

passed the advancing line, I began to turn sick from the

a stray cavalry man, who gave nme a cantcen of water, I was
very thirsty and drank nearly all of it. The ca¥alryman

then rode with me until I came up with some of the boys be-
longing fo the Battery. Sagt. Duncan rode on with me, He
promised to put me on my horse again should I fall off as I was
was still very sick, and had to put my arms around my horse's
necx to keep from falling into the hands of the Yankees.  )
That and decath were equally balenced. Just before we got to
the field hospital we came up with an ambulance containing
several of our wounded boys in charge of Lieut. Hardin. At
the field hospital I was taken from py horse, and as my leg
hzd- by. this time become stiff and sore, removing me from oy
horse gave me great main. We were now about a mile fyom the
place, the Battery was captured. The ground about the hospi-

tal tents was covered with wounded, end an ambulence load  )

coming in every few minutes., One of the surgeons gave ny

wound a hasty examination, applying some lint, and a bandsge,

Z 5




i s o iss et s e TR e L P b e T 2 o

which., B the way,. =ac 81] the dressing 1t §ob until we
.reached Corinth. The Dr. concoléd me by telling me I mus

(jyeep my_leg as quiet as possible and not use 1t at all the
ball having passed s0 close to the artery that it vould be
liable to Purst from the least exertion, snd 41T it d4id, I
would be a dead man in less then five minutss after. I re-
solved to keep quiet., As I lay on my blanket on the grounad
and listened to the firing in front, which apoeared to be |
drawing nearer, I became nervously aware of my situvation.Sur-
rounded by the wounded of every class from the "slight" to

(:jhe "morival™, some crying out under the examination of the

“ doctors-some dying-others already dead. The debris of the
battle drifting by in a continued stream, was a scene that |
I cannot soon Torget. I felt that I was on the current of
events “&nf felt that I could no longer struggle against

that uncertain stiream, Vhen Lieut. Hardin left us he pronmic-

ed to get some conveyance and move us on to the rear. Anx-

iously and doubtfully we awaited his return. We did not i

Canow him then as we afterwards did, or we had waited with

less misgivings. After an absence of an hour or so he Pe= %

: : . 5 ; > I
turned with an ambulance. we were soon placed in il and mov-
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ed on slowly tavards the rear. 1 don't kuow thot I ever felt

heppicsr in my 1ife than at that momwent. 1 think ve owed

our egscape entirely to Licut. hardin. 1 did not care much {2)
for my wourd but dreaded above all things to fmll into the

: hands of the enemy. After dark on ‘he nuight of the 7th of
April, the dsy on which I was vounded, we halted at the same
camp, wWe had on the nicht of the 4th. Here 1 was taken from
the ambulance and placed in a tent, whizh was soon nearly fil-
led with wouaded and unhurt men: As the weather was bad-rain-
ing during the nicht-every place that offered any nrotection
from the rain was anxiously looked for and held regardless o"j .
expense to others. 1 was so crowded that I édid not have 5
room to turn over. That wgs a micerable night 1o me. Ly

mind was flighty all night from the effect of my wound and

our rough mode of locomotion., The tent in which I lay was
within a few feet of the rcad by vhich we were retreating to
Corinth. By day light I was awvaken by the tramp 6f the in-
fantry, the raettling of wagons &c as they hurried on'towards
the rear. The report was started that the wounded were to b?:)

left here until assistznce could be sont out from Corinth and

at the same time the enemy was said to be still advencing,
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soon aS he found that

on my horse, and take

we vere ordered to mov

ed me . wWAS mlaced in a

les, cooking utensils

ticles equally confortadle to a wounded
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in this irregulzr mess

No one seemxed to have any idea of what was

comfort. The only thi
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the thousht of

a good deal ‘rom the T

The Ariver was perfect
and only returned surl
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world drive steady.

me

pthEblj Tall 13k Yanlc

yYorise not to leave ne
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wa

ve wore to be lefi, he wis to

on Fo Corinthn. Toviards 12

h

C On.

with ome or tio olrcr wound
r

wagon containing tents and tent po-

nicket rope, and various othur ar-

T

Bffe. 1 was plased
with only a blanket spread undcr ne.

required for our
ng that made condition endurable was

frem the Yanlees. I

avay
ough roaods anéd the rougher
ly indifferent to our crys

v replies to our entreatiecs that he

e siowed himself wanting in humanity

on this occasion, ard aftervards proved to be a contempti-

ble coward. 2Bhis v

as

miles of borinth, and

J.

b

ifl. ¥ee, Al dar®> T8 Ters in Lo

though we were worn out, hungry and

suffering with our wownds vhich had only received the rougk

dressing on the field,

and begged that we might be taken

on to camp that night that we might rest and get some at
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tention, still this devil, Kee, rofused fto drive on.z

' AEshT ’ :;

ks

ving

es his enly reason that hkis teamm vas fired. %e hurled onr
enrses at his wortrhless carcass, fTor he had no sopi. 1 woui)
have kiiitag him.had it.beeh in my pover, an@ kindly(?) in- -
formed him o the fact. Eowever, he went on quietly ungeer-
ing his team, Tortwztely we had stopped near sonme tents,
that hed been thrown out of some over-loaded wagon. Two or
three of the bo;s ccming wp after we had stopped, stretched

& tent, and took us Irom the waron into the tent, and here on
on the wet grourd, with only a wet bla.ket to kecep us warm

we soent another nmiserable nicht. In my drcams I was on the.
field of battle crawling among killed =nd wounded dragging
after me my painful and helpless leg. By &n hour of sun on
tre morning of the 91h of April we were in our ol& camp near
Corinth, I wes removed irom the fagon end placed in a tent
and my wouwd dressed the second time, or more properly, the
ifired T TOor the oﬁe on the fisld wes horddy g dressing,
Dr. or rather Lieut. “rofter procured furloughs for 211 the
wounded for ten days, and the same evening of our arrival

in camp we were placed on the train end at dark rolled off :)

for home. The tra2in was loaded with wounded only-211 in

box cars. The bottom of the car was coyered with hay, which

-
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cers had formed & plan to have this cancelled, end in their
mafniguve=s to effect 3t displayed their triceiter;, on a saail
| (iﬁmale very nicely. Capot. Stanford worked the wires. Iie

wishcd, no doubt, to pay me for opposing his royal will whilce
at Grenada. I do not believe Lieut. Trotter had any head in
the miter. The others were interested. Lieut. T. Res‘gned
soon after the sham election, and at once obtained the renk

of assistant surgeon. The following is 2 copy of the order

which sunerceded the election.
Hﬁy & June 1562.
{f)Extract Heid Quartgrs %%EGQPTPS _
EHENs EEY of the Hissiccippi. .
Corinth, Miss. lay 14th, 1862,
Gen'l Orders HNHo. 27.

The Artillery companies herein named having
been transferred from the State of Tennessee to that of the
Conféderate States and the law of the State of Ternncssce not
authorizing an election of officers the following re-organi-
zation of these companies is here by announced to take ef-

~fect immediately.
O

Capt. 2. J. Stanford's llounted Battery.

Captain ?. J. Stanford |
5. 18t Licut, H. K. MeSwine
JF. 35t hient. Ancil A. Hardin.,
Sr. 2nd Lieut 7i1 3
! iman R, o
Jr. ™ " s A ~{:,n;r09'_§ter.
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y order of Haj. Gen'l Polk,

Signed) Geo. Williamson,
Capt. Stanford Ko A Gen'ls

____________ )

This order was & gross imnosition as appli-
ed to Stanford's Battery. The order could oniy reach Zenn-
essee batteries-we vere from iiississippi. And I don't be-
lieve it was right to apply this order to Tenn. Balteriesaf-
ter they were transfered to the Confederate service and cer-
tainly not to those from other states. It was a flimey cov-
ering for their rascality to accomplish selfish ends. And
plain as the cheat wes, it was successful and never called iT}
questioﬁ. Had T obtained the pos:tion to which I was ju:tly‘
| entitled by a lawinl election, having, as 1 was informed
f trree fourthsof the votes of the Company-I would have con-
| manded the Battgfy during the last year of the 'ar, and clos-
ed with the rank of Centain. The three months I spent at
home while wounded were to me i}e most pleasant monlths of
the War. My time was spent almost entirely at my-Unéle‘s,
Mr. Ross, Ilere T met for the first time my coumin Betty .:)
(now my wife) Sallie, Mollie, lurry, Willie and Sam El&in.l

Uncle NRathan Ross and laj. Cochran both spent somc time at

W
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Uncle's while I was at home. 2right as well as dark days,
pass away. The three months that 1 spent at home vwere Tin-

e

( ished up by vy paying a visit to each of my sisters, lirs,
‘:%ﬁﬂst and Mrs. Pearson.
July 1862.
July 21st, 1862 I left home to return to thel
Army, ther at Tupelo, !liss. Uncle, Mr. "m. Tioss, wenl ss
far as Vaughan's Station with me, where I met Sam'l Lamb,
wvho was returning to the Army. Ve went by railrozd by waz
of Jackscen, Miss, & Meridian to Tupelo. Arrived there I re-
_ported to Gen'l, Cheatham and learned that Stanford's Zat-
{itery had left twenty-four hours ahead of me. 1 was then or—?
dered to report to Col. John's regiment and remsin with it q
until further orders. I found the regiment at the depot j
waiting for & train to go to-they knew not where. At dark
on the night of July 23rd, we left Tupelo on the itrain with
Col. Jonn's regiment. Thet night Sam and I slept on top of
a box car. The train running all night. The next evening
after leaving Tupelo, we were in Mobile, Ala., and marched
(:trom the railroad to a steam boat 1lying at the wharf, on

'i
board of vwhich we spent the night. Owing to sirict orders, |

we did no%t looXx about the City. At day light the next morn-
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ing we, or ralier the boat, left for the railroad landing

B

sore 10 or 15 miles ahove liobile. I have forzotten the name
of the place. At this depot I fell in with Henry Head, at :
that timo & Lieut. in the 9th Tenn. reziment and without an%
further orders, attached myself to his regiment with which I
continued until I rejoined the Battery. The next place of

note on our route was llontzomery, Ala., 4t lNontgomery we lay
over & day and night as well as I can remember. Uhile hore,

an incident took plsce, which revealed to me a trait in the

minds of men generslly which I had occasion several times af-

terwards to notice, The wether being warp,!he soldiers in
great numbers, went to the river to bathe some times hundreds

were in the water at the same time. Our camp being near by,

sie spenol most of the day on the bank looking at the bathers.
At the time of which I speak there must have been & hundred,

or more, men in the water within fifty steps of where I was

' standing when the cry of "there is a man drowning™.was rais-

ed. Every men in the water at once struck for the bank, and
igot out of the water.- A cry of shark or aligator would not
have made them hurry more. The drowning mah when he rose ﬂ{:)
first time was s.me twenty yerds out in the stream. By the

time all the men had got out of the water and turned to look
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for the man, he rose a second time in less ithan len yurds

|

of the bank and not a man of the huandred undressed men who
/’)stodd on the bank atirred to help him. A third time he camé
slowly to the suriface just showing his head and arms which |
floated to the top and were visible for some seconds and
then slowly sunk away-and we saw him no more. Had I not wit
neesed this I would think impossible that so many men would
stand by and see a human being thﬁs perish. Other events
since then have taught me t hat they acted according to the
promptincs of - nature -self preservation. After resting
( )and drawing rations at Montgomery we took the train to At-
fiaut&, Ga. where we only stopped a short time to change en-
gines aml swilch our cars to the olher road and we were a-
gain on ouwr way to Chattanooga, «I'uring the.nicht, vwhilie go- :
ing from Atlanta, to Chattanooga, a part of the train came
uncoupled while going down a grade, the part attached to the

engine going the faster of the two, lcaving the other coming

on down the grade with considerable speed. The engine for

ome cause stopped before it came to the next rise, and the

part vhich had been cut loos coming on struck with great

force against the other cars now stsnding still, driving our
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car full longth into eanother, both cars crowvded with soldiers.
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the two men were killed ard several wounded. Looking

at the wreck it was hard to tell how any escaped. I was

. slecping on top of the second car in rear of those broken H)

iup, and ceme near going over-board from the sudden check.

n

Arrived at Chattanooga, we toox up our position in the "ev-
ening shadows of Mount Lookout". I remained with the 9th
Tenn. Regt., messing with Henry Head, until the Battery ar-

rived. Having nothing to do and no responsibilities, I had

- a very pleasant time. Henry Head and I had many pleasant

' strolls on the mountain and in the caintry.

August 1862. =
August 17th 1862, after an absence of a lit-
tle more then four months; I rejoined the Battery. Report-

ing at once to Capt. Stanford, I was ordercd on duty as 1st

. or orderly csorreant of the Battery. 1 preferred to take

. cace 1ittle bay, who had behaved himself so well in the bat-;)

ciharge of my o0ld detachment and gun-making my wishes known

. to Capt. S. only confirmed nmy appointment‘as 1s%t Sgt. How-

gver, it made but 1little difference with me; mounting my

tle of Shiloh, I felt as good as new for another fight-

 though, not spoiling for one. August 21st we left Chatta-

- nooga and marched several miles up the Tenn., River, August
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22nd cross the Tean, River in a ferry boat. This wves one of

o

the several pleces at which the army crocsed i1he river. The
i

?ﬂ@es had been concentrating at Chattancoga for the lest 1
month and it was from this point Gen. Bragg began his Xentuc-
ky Compaign in 1862. My notes at first were very short, be-

ing confinod to the names of plascec and datles.

Sept. 1st we were at Pikesvilie, Sequatchie
Valey, and on the 3rd were 2t Sparte, Vhite Co., vhere vie re-

mained until the 6th and then left for Gainshoro, eand croz=s-~

the Cumberland River. Secpt. 8th and camped three miles

ed
';Lmﬁh of the river in Jacicon Co. Ve had c-ossed the Cumbor-

land Nountains now for the first time, a feat we had to ac- |

complish several times afterwards. It required an entire day '

to get our guns and caissons to the top, having as many as

sixteen Lorses hitched to our gun, and as eny men as could
get their hands on_if to push; with this force we could gain
only a few steps at a time. The distance from the Tcot of
the mountain to the summit was ndbt more than a miie, and yet
:)e whole da; was consumed in accomplishing this siiort dis-
tance. After getting to the top we marched on across the

mountain and down the other slope halting juct at daylight

-

o gy e
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pext morning, alter twenty~lour hours of nard work, and

rested a few hours, r¢
ed in all the forms knowm to a soldier. 1In Tsct this was e")
ebout the only article of food we had, but there was plenty
of it, as wec mede it a point to help ourselves from any

field that happzned to be near at hand, and at the same time
siving a liberal nortion to our horses, Sent. 9th left

ht. At sun down ve

[y
6

camp one hour and a half before dayl
camped at Tompskinville, llonroe Co., Xy. vhere ve remained
unvil the 11th. “Then ve again took the line of march and

on the 12th halted at Glaszow, Ky. Sept. 13th & 14th. We N
remgined at Glasgow. CSent., 15th left CGlascow in tle eveniné
and nmarehed until 12 o'eloek a8t night. Seant. 16th left

camp at sunrise. This gave us but little rest, for stopping
at midnight and then having to urharness and feed our horses,
and get up in time next moraing to feed, harness and nove 0o
out at sunrise, consumed tre zrecater portion of the time.

e then marched all day-crossed *the Grees River and at 2 o
clock that night we halted and foruwed in line of battle on
the hills commanding the fort end town of lLunfordsville, wit
vith the expectation of opening on the enemy with our guns

et daylight next norning. Vhile apsroaching the town we
_F‘r)



s

-

-;}e could literally look into the fort, and at the distance

=3

11 the commends were glver

fit

Eod ordeEs U0 Hake neg Boisde. &
in 1ow itones. The lines of infantry as they slretched si- |

)lqntly away in tre noonlight, or moved al..oct unheard into
their positions had more the a.nearance of phentoms than

real men. DBut by the time we had got nosition an order was

sent around thet the enemy had surrendered and vwe might

build fires and camp for the night. Cur fires were soon i
blazing merrily, and we, without waiting to find soft plac- j
es, wers sleeping under lheir nrotection from the night densi
At Ilunfordsville 4300 Feleral prisoners surrendered to Gen'll
Bragg. After the torms of capitulation had been agreed on,
the Yankee commander wented to know of Gen. »nragg to what
force they had yielded. GCen'l. B. in orier to eonsole him
and at the same time not let his own strength be kiow, re-
plied, that hed he not surrendered not less than seventy
pieces of artillery would have opensd on him at daylight.

Fext morning showed us that we had the Yankees in a close

-

place, when they hawled their colors down. T“he Baitery was

on a hill which completely commanded the inside of the works.

ve were, could have landed every shot inside the works. 17th

left ilunfordsville in the eve..ing and marched eight miles

'
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and camped, After sel oot b

; >cting our camp and, aS ve hed s

-~

[

-

but little during the last twio nights, some of the boys had
already rolled themsclves up Tor the right. At sundown, _)
orders came for us to march back to lunfordsville. A heavy
rain was coming as we moved out, which continued most of the
ight, causing us to mics another nipght's sleep. Ve had
mzrc.ed some mile ar.d & half vhen orders came for us to halt
and await orders. Cur teams remained st2nding in the road,

harnessed all night, A fence was on each side of the road-

et 2ayiight it was gone and we felt warmor. 18th at 8 o'~
clocx A. M. we again turned our faces north and morched 1- ”)
1/2 miles to the camp ve left the evening before. e cemain-
éd here until 1he next morning and enjoyed a good day and
night's slezep. %e had had but little the last three nights.
19th Started a2t 7 A. . for lunfordsville. Camned on the hank
of Green River just below the town. Lol far from R. K. bridge

20th In the evening we left liunfordisville again and marched
21 miles. After midnight before we got into camp. £1st Up

at daylight. Orders to marcih at 7 A, M. Canmp at lHuggins- ‘)

ville and get to be? by 8 o'clock at night. 22nd Reveille

at 2 o'eclock in the morning. Read’ to march at 4 A. H. Pass
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3 B Raws Do carn 6 T i ] £ n af 3 1 S
‘\',,r}rou_gn liew Havon. Lross i:mirongn Iu]_lS, eamp at 10 o' oloer

night, ons and a half miles from Lardston, Ky, 23rd Re-
vellle at dajlicht. Harnessed and ready to marci: et 10 A.

M, Marched 2t sundown . Go six miles and camp four miles

Eaat of Bardstownm, flelson Co. £y. 24th & 25fh revain in

Camp resting. 26th Orders to harness at 3 o'clock 2. M. a
sunfown unharness without lecaving camp. 27th RHemsain in came

canp. 28th Swiday-"rite Lhome and send ihe lettier by hand

to Chottanocoza. 29th Iioved camn one mile further east of
Bardstown to lianle Lrove. _301h Nothing doing in camp. Every

thing going on as ucual. Still is the maple grove camp.

£

0T ours and that of the enemy. Ko one alloved to lecave camp

only on urgent business. : |
: !

Plenty of canmp rumors in relation to army nmovements both

October 1862.
Lst-Weather clear and pleasant no Ifrost yet.
Ky wound still continues to discha rge, with conc iderable

soreness. 3rd First section goes on out post duty lorth of

Bardstown., Battery received marching orders at sundown,

':)Leave camp at sundown and march five miles and camp at 9

T

o'clock, _4th TReveille 2t 3 A. H. Leave csmp at 5 A. I

Pass through Springfield, and camp near Texas at 4 P. M,

=5



eled until 3 F, ii. 8rd zamn 4 miles Test of Dunville. E-ar
big guns in the rear. 6th Keveille et 4 A, . Pass by Dan-

ville. First section comes up with us at camp near Harods-

4

burg camp at 3 P. M. 7th Remain in canp some half mile from

Harodsburg until 6 P. . vwhen we slrike camn and march for

| Perryville. 1ihere we arrive at 10 o'clock at night and take

position on a hill ahout a quarter of a mile South of the
town, with the cxpectation of a fight beginning at daylight
in the morning. The hush of a coming battle was around us,
and men sonoke to eack other in low tones. After we had taiken
position, I was sent back to the town to find out where head

(s

nartaers were., There was not a single lirht to be ceen. The
q b (P

' houses were dark and silent as a church yard. 4s 1 roaqde

Lﬁrough the streets and by ways there was not even a dog to
bark et me. It was a striking picture of a dcecerted villege.
The people had left to get clear of the expeccted battle.

8th Battle of Perryville. By daylight we were all.up, and

~expecting to see the lines of the enemy. At sunrise command-

ing began on the right-only occasjonal shots. There was no ;)
sign of the Yankees in our front, though we continued to ex-
pect them and listened with feverish anxiety to the rumors

56




be

'
1

and reports that passed along the lines. %e renained in our
position ready for action until 11.30 A. k. Vhen we again
througch the tow:: and took the rosd and turned Lorth.

Going soms mile and a half, unmistakable signs of flight
presented themselves, Sur_eons, wagons end ambulences wore
drawn up in cseveral places, and hospital flags were display-
ed. The infantry vaes thrown intc line uné er cover of hills;
and, as a few inductory shells exploded above our heads,
they were ordered to load. TVhile tho ramrods rattled in the
guns, ve could feel the blood receed to the heart and the
knees snake; we Telt our faces grow a snade paler as we
(i)braced our nerves to look death in the face. Lol far ‘rom
us Gen'l. Clieetham sat on his horse in the midst of his
staff, calaly smoxing his pipe. Carriers were coming and
going. Hecrly half a mile to our left Carns' Betiery was
warmly engaged with the enemy. Capt. Carns' Fepcried to
Gen'l. Cheatham that the enemy was beyond his range and was
using him up badly with long range guns. 4at thz=t. time we
had a battery of brass rifles. Gen'l Cheatham at once or-
lz)dered uz to relieve Carng PBattery: which we imnediately did.f
‘Capt. C. withdrawing his battery, and we onening on the |

Yanks with our rifles. The battery we were fighting was
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spnnonading vas to give the infantr: Liate o form, repers-
téry to eivarncins on the enemy. A short distance te “"he
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rjght of wvhere tlLe )

the field of btattle. @Nol xnowiny the direction the Batiler,

had ta%en, I stonned here sore moments to waten the progress

of the fight. Across the onen Tieids I could sce both lines

Rebels and Yonks-the Febels standing or adva:ecine and fir-

mala g

S

ing-the Yenks lyvins down bepind a fence and I:rinz away

most piously. Little round clouds of smoikze hursti ng over
the Confederate 1lines, accompanied with the Leavy war of ar-
tillery, sl:ovied that they were under the fire both of bat-
teries and infantry., A shout mingled with the roar of bat-'-
tle as the Febels nmede a counter charge-out in the other di-
rection. Our boys-had now gained the woods and had an cqual
snow wWith the Yanks. I rode 6n to tke right as the bhattle
seomecd to be still drifting in that direction. incuiring

all the time for Stanford's Battery. I fell in with Suitih's

51
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Battery (from Hississippi) which was then under a scatte

fire, and vas informed that Stanford had certainly gone to
the left. After staying with this battery & short tipe I

returned again to the left. It was now sundown, and as dark

came on the firing gradually cooled off. After the firing
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Lhza enlbirely ceabed | o 11006 Hepan Lo £hoer v as it wps
tekon up from one 1o the olher, the line of battle covld be
parred out hy the cheorine of the men, The fanxkeces renlied

qqlvfth shots anparently of defiance. This roar of ye
kent up Jor sometire; then quiet gredunally setiled dovm on
the two armies, Night had now set in armd I rode along the
line of battl~, stopping now and itken at groups of soldiers
to esk for the Batiery, of vhich I would now and then get
doudbtful informmtion. 1 continued this fruitless search,
until I arriyed at the exireme left of the infantry line, be-
ing told that Stanford's DBatter, was just ahcad on a road

(:Lointcﬁ out to me whielk was in front of the line of battle.

I had gone down this roed perhaps half a mile Wi thout sceing |
any one, vhen I was met by an officer in artillery uniform.
When we ceme close together he asked me in 2 low tone which
way I was geing? 1 replied that I am hunting for Stanford's
Battery. Ee told me if I were to go tﬁree hundred yzrds fur-
ther dowvn thet road I would be in the midst of the Yanxs,

Ore of the guns of the Zattery to which he belonged had been
/;)eft between the lines and he hed been out to sce if there
was any chance to get it off, He found the enemy had udvanc—f

ed their line up to this gun and now held it. !e both then ‘!
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rode baeck to oy 1irecs. Satis? pd Lhat tThe Baster: was not ¢
pa the Yell 1 returned ‘o the vicht  riding apons the liv-

hattle

h

ing and the dead, as I pasced over the ield, I Texnd

| Smith's Baitery near the place I hed left it. Iere I got

information of Stanford's Battery a2nd directions how to find

Shortly after I hed the pleasure of riding u-: to the conm-any

(- B

- camp. It was about ten o'clock wuen I got with the conjany.

After leaving the first position, vhere I left them fighting

the Battery took one other position from which it fired a

| Tew rounds at a Yankee line of battle, which was aglmost im-

nedictely driven from its position by the chells and a clarge
of infantry. This fight K Perryville, cost our Batter; three-)

men, one killed and two mortalily wounded, amn?® several horscs.

iy little hay came through unhurt. The ambhulances were run-

- ning all night-brining the wounded off thc field. At any

nour of the night wo could hear the cries o pain from the

. wounded as they were jolted over the rough road. I could ne-

' ver scec why this battle was fought, unless Gen'l ﬁ:agg only

w

cbeyed orders from the war departrent not to give up Xentueck-
y without a fight. FHe certainly could not hope to sustain f:)
himsel{ hrere against the force then opnosing him. He cer-

tainly did not fight %o gain time, or if he did, hexdid ot
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meke nuch use of it after checking the enemy TIor he imme-

diately marched out of the State; a2nd he could not hove to

reflect on his own forees. The estimate at the time was
that we lost about(2000)-two thoncand men-killed, wounded
and missing; and captlured sixleen pieces of artillery, nost

of whi-h again “ell into ‘he hands of the cneny, as we did

FE

not heve sufficient teams tc bring them off with us. 9th
Eefore daylicht at 3 A. M. ve were up and ready to march
or fight as the case might be-but the fight was expected.
A 1little hefore day we moved out and fell into column ¥ ith
the infantry. At our last night's camn, I had the bad luck

to leave my Colts' reneater nistol. Vhen I lay down I un-

buckled it and placed it under my saddle, vwhich I used for i
a pillovw, and as it was dark when we saddled up, I did not
see it and never thought of it until it was too late to go
bacxz to look for it. I regretted the locs very much as I
could not oblain another. After daylignt there was sonme
appearance of ﬁ fight. The infantry was drawn up in 1ine;
But this was only to hold the enemy in check while our wag-
on treins were getting out of the way. We soon broke into
column aéd took the pike to Harodsburg where we arrived
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