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Camp Siegel
August 21, 1862

Dear Fyank:

1 improve the present moment of writing you a few limes to let you imow how we
are getting along. Ve arrived here all right. Ve are all well, At present we
had orders not to give any furloughs until we were justered in and then they promise

to let us have a pass for 10 days. I have not been to your fathers yet, as
to I will close my letter for

up
Boys are all well and in good

Camp Siegel
MAgust 22, 1862
Dear Pranik:

We arrive at Camp all right and the prospoect of our leaving is the same as it
wvas when we came down, but I think you had better come up Wednedday if you can get
this in time to take the ocars in the morming, as (harles is here and will stay two
or three days, so that you will have oompany and Eanay will probably come up with
you. You need not bring anything up to eat. We will probably have our guns this
week as they are at the quartermssters. I will not txy and write any news at
present. If you had rather wait a few days until we are mustered in, you can,
for it will not be anyway likely that we shall leave for 2 weeks yet, We have not
got our clothes yet, I will try and find your folks if I can. I can think of no
more to write at present, so good Bye from yomr affectionate Husband,



Camp Siegel
Sept. 10, 1862

ve are all well and I am

Ve are ordered to start tomorrow at 9 o'clock.

enclose $20 for you and if you get a chance to
for him, mdthtormtogiIoto

let it out, but if you can't, you may keep
I will write to you as soon as * get

might be acceptable.
ocan
to

t is 845.

writing you a few lines and sending it to you

Bye for the present.
hypma

Campt near Covington, Kentucky

Sept. 15, 1862
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to my place of destination, so

has somewhat subsided in Cincinatti.



turned out to either fight or work on the entrenchments which are very numerous.
The country around Covington is very hilly and brokena and every hill is fortified.
Refarpt Rifle pits are dug all over the country. I was somewhat warm yesterday
vhen we got to the campground but I stood it bettsr than some of the other boys,
But it is new business to us all. Yet I think after ve get a 1ittle used to it
I think we will stand it firet rete. We had to sleep on the ground last night but
I neve sweeter nights reet in my life. The dew wet the blanket completsly.

r
t night we were ordered to peak upr our knapsacks and be ready to
was hurry and oonfusion, but the order ceme a% last to lie down again.

f the companiss of our regiment and tock thes somewhers, but I can't
have not come back yet, Our Officers know about as guoch about what
as we do, ourselves., Vg are on the bavk of the river called the

» but I don't know whether it is or not, s we are not allowed to

other regiments at all. There are apple tress on the ground vhere we are
that looks as though they are a hundred years old. The bays are a stripping the trees
as fast as possible, but the apples are hard and sour I could not eat any of them

at all, There is a rumour that the 2nd Cavalry are hers, There was a battery of
Artillery passed us this morning that they said bslomged to that regiment, but it

say be a humbug. We have very poor water. The wall water is good but the well failed
before we got all of the canteens filled. I have the pleasure of seeing from where

we are encumped, the place where the Rebsls wers a week ago, tut they say that they
are all left for Dixie. They took 6 prisoners Saturday and they had them to show

there Sunday. Well I must close for the want of room. Write socon. Cive my love to all.
Good Bye. XNor the present direct my mail to Cincinnati, Ohio, Zlst Reg., Mich, Inf, .
mlal
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PS TYou must excuse bad writing for I have no accomdation but a cartridge box to
write on. There is a perfect rush of mules teams all along the road. Write
h  how Fathers eyes are.



Indianapolis, Indiane

Sept. 19, 1862

Dear Frank:

Ae the cars hove stopped for a few minutes, I thought a few lines might be
agosptable. I write under different circumstanoces that I did the last time I wrote
you. lesterday we received orders to pack in ome hour but where we should go we
oould not tell. But we packed up and struck cur tents and marchad for Covington.
When we arrived there we found a very heavy force there embericing cs board steamer
for down River. That is the Chio. But when there vere about half the foroe aboard it
appeared there was not room 8o we marched $o Cincinnsttl and there we tood cars for
someplace we were not informed, but the suppceition vas we should go to Louisville,
Sentucky. DBut that I can tell better when we get %o cur journsy's end.xmd The
Enemy were menacing Cincinatti and hwe have baen ordered to be ready to march at a
moments warning., Night befors last we slept on our arma and we thought we should
have a brush with Secesh but we were dizappcinted for the present but * can't tell
how long it will be., I think the Rebels wanted t¢ kedp our army on the watch for
an attack and they kept a driving our pildoketa in evoyy night and ooccasionaly
killing a few, They shot two and took 10 of our men night before lest, The
Rebels are playing a pretty sharp game. The want us to watch cne place while they
made an attack on another plece ing to follow them right up. The other
letter I wrote you I thought we should stay in Camp Mapeil but it is not for a
soldier to know where he will be from ome days end to another. I like it first rate,
better than I thought I should., Ve liwe a good deal better than we did in Camp
Sigel. The boys went out a hunting geese and hens every other night and we could
got mile without payng for it. The boye are in high spirits I tell you. We have
some of the ocld Herves of Pea Ridge. We will start about two minutes,
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One Hour Later...l thought I would bring my letter to a close as I have not a very
good aocomodation for writing. .« have halt at a place celled Sesmore for a mev moments
and I wanted to write you a few lines. I will close for the present. Good Bve. I
will write again soon. I would write more if it hod time,

DMrect to Louisville, eunmdq.



Comp near Louisville, lentucky
“ept, 27, 1662

Dear Frank:

As Peter has got a letter and it stated that you had rot got a letter from me, I
thought I would write another. I have written 2 already end I will not try tm and write
the 5rd one and 1 hope that you will get it which I have no doubt of., ‘e have been on
the move almost day and night sinoce we left Camp Sigel. I wrote you a letter on the cars
at a station on the road between Indimnapolis and Louisville. V¥e got to Louisville about
O o'clook at night. We were marched to a fair ground and we were ordered to lay down and rest.

never slept better in my life than I did that night., The next day we wers marched to a
Camp about 8 miles from Louisville. I am gettigg so that I can slesp on the ground as
never in my life s&w such a place for dust. It is from onme to two
and four inches deep, just as light as snow and when we march it is so thick that we

man in front of us, but it is done with for the present for it is
I must stop for the present for I have just been detailed for guard
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Sunday Morning. Well I will resume my letter agmin., It haes cleared off very pleasant.
ve meen the warmest weather here that I have seen this summer. %ill I will go on
my description of our marches.mm Ve were ordered last ¥ednesday to strike tents
« VYe did not know where but it proved that it wes not far, only sbout 4 miles
the east of the City on the common, We were ordersd to march about 4 o'clook
haversacks and no guns, We started and arrived on the field of action about
we found a plenty of arms in the shape of shovels and piok-axes, wvhere we
on a rifle pit and vere left at it untill about 1 o'clock when we were
another Regiment. We all lay down and took a very pleasant sleep until
we returned to our quarters. Now I must tell you about the battle we had
Afgor we marched to our new quartsrs about 4 o'clock
the afternpon the order ocame to put out for the rifle pitas to meet the hostile foe.
vere a foew that remained in ocsmp that had aches and pains too mumerocus to
pretty fair turnout, oonsidering the notioe we had of it.
marched to the pits with our hearts set upon a fight, but after locking in
returned, covered with glory, to our ocamp. The next
scene was enacted over again., That day we had orde'es
were marched to the other side of the town, where we are at present
: 4
" 4
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I must give you & description of the city. It is & very
the Chio River. There ere some splendid buildings
in it, but of the female portion of the town, they are the worat looking specimens of

all the aristocracy here have left the city, but the
black and vhite are all together in the same house. They all scem to be for the Ynion
that we are to march tomorrow, but we shall not know more than 4 hours
amount of wen here at present. You can form no kind
you have seen the men. They are all over the country now.
Frank you must write to me as soon as you get a letter for this is the 3rd one that I have.
written to you. One to Pather, & ome to Amanda. ’he cother boys all cet letters and it
makes me jeadous, but I will look for oné until I get it. Write ofter. The boys are all
well but Frank Carrison & Rofs., He is lame with his foot # Frank is rathar bilious but the
health of the men is good. I must close for the present, bidding you gooy bye for about 4
days, if I can get a chance to write. This from your affectionate hustead.

Arsa Bartholomew
Write where you have got that Note of Tru-e Castle and all of the goney.



Hqs. 218t M4ch, Inf, in Camp on Mill Creek
Friday, Oct. 5, 1862

Dear Frank:

As { have a few leisure moments I thought I would answer your letter. I received
it Monday and have neglected until now to write to you, as ¥illie wrote a letter the next
day to father and I had not much time to write. You wanted me to write to Patience and
and I went right at it and wrote a letter to both of them. I fanoy you will excuse
me this time at any rate. It is snowing quite hard this moming. It commenced about daylight
this moming and the ground is quite white at present (noon). We just came in from Picket.
We have to go on about once in 5 days. It is not very disagreeable to stand ‘icket. There
is something exoiting about it. When the Rebels are about a mile from you, there is no

danger of the boys going to sleep on duty.

I suppose you have pretty nice times out t.ere by this time. Sleigh riding, probably.
I shall not get a ride this winter for the snow does not stxy on long enough to amount to
anything. The people say that live here that they never have any snow to last over a day
or two at a time. It is very pleasant weather here this fall. It is very dry and wamm
most of the time. Ve are looking for rainy weather all the time but it holds off
pretty well., VWell Frank, I can't think of anything to write at all. There is talk that
we shall make an advance but there is no signs of it yet. The papers say that just as
soon as the Cumberland River rises #o that we can get supplies, we shall move. There is
some sicirmishing all along our line almost every day, but it don't seem to affect us
such, for all we know of it is the firing. Wg have not been called on yet. I think I
had better mmk make a family letter of this and write to Father & Mother both, as
paper is pretty scarce here.at present. Well good bye, I remain youf affectionate husband.

Dear Eather & Mother:

As I still have a little room left I thought I would write you a few lines to let
you know that I have not forgotten you. We are all well at present with the exception
of William & Silas, Wm. had got & oold but I guess that it will not amount to much as
he is getting better and Tip is a little better than he he is 80 as to be

s Nessage yet. Probably you have got it before this time. I was very
glad to get thoee papers in my letter but it takee rather too much of my letters and I

to I got « I wold like to have you send me a Weekly
the Congressiomal prooceedings in, Either the N, Y. Tribune or the
e is no use of sending a daily here. Since the road is opened
other boys get their paper regular. You can have it sent direct
the offioce or any other way that you see fit. MNother, I want you to help Frank take
of my young soldier and don't let him enlist until I get back. I suppose you have
t times feeding him on Catnip and saffron. I want you to tell me what for a looking
rather praises him up which is natural for a mother. I must bid you
te son.

Arsa Bartholomew, Jr.
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Park Burrack (O
Oct. 6, 1862 '

Dear Franii

I received your much weloome letter -unday svening and you may be sure was glad to hear
from you once more and :0 hear that you were all well, I don't want you to think that I
am dangerous, although I am down a little at present. The day that William wrote you that
letter, that day I was out on picket and took a cold and it pulled me right down, although
I have been able to be around the whole time. Jet I am too weak to follow the Regiment.
There was a general forward movement of all of the troo;s commencing Vodnesday and I was
left behipd with several others that was not able to carry their km.psack. Mr, Roes was left
behind, He had got a very bad foot, It is all broke ocut. I guess he will get his
discharge but it is not certain, There are men here that have been lame for a ysar and
can't get their discharge. I was very sorry that I oould not go with 1lliam but there is
no chanos to help one another in a march, The have had a pretty hard march of it. There
is a man here that whot himself while on picket duty and he says they put thea right
through at the rate of 20 miles a day, and I heard that the most of the boys throwed
their kmapsacks away. They are bound to ocatoch 0ld Bregg if it takes a let. At any
rate I hope so. He is a slippery old fellov to deal with. I can't tell where Williams
is but I think if any of them can stand it he can, for he gets fat every day that he is
here, He did not have as heavy a load as some of the boys, but it is heavy enough, I
don't know wher- Mr, Ross is, but probably you do. I left him in town but I think he is
in the Hospital. Ha told me he was going to write that day.

)
i
L
=g
8
]
.
B
:
2
:
2
]
1
3
E
é

gk
|
:
|
;

Nt

g

EEE
¥
¥
84 g
EESE
1
.5.
d
g
;
|
B
g
i

LEESREES
aégigigg:
R EHHE
i
pEERC:

g

:

:

:

{

;

§

:

g
18
E
H
F
5
|
5
i

t excuse me for writing with a pencil for I have nothing else to use.
Barrack, Louisville, Ky. Don't put on the Regiment nor Company. “hen I
will let you know more than at present. From your affectionate husband,
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Camp on Mill Creek /
Oct. 10, 1862

Dear Fyank:

As ¥William was writing to father and he was stopped pretty suddenly and did not
mail his letter on that acoount, I thought I would drop you a few lines to let you know
that I was all right yet. Vell, I suppose you would like to know what stopped William
from seddding his letter. Ve came very near having a little skirmish. ‘e heard several
pretty heavy gquns and we were ordered to have everything in readiness to leave at a
moments notice. About noon they begen to shoot pretty fast off to the south of us
and 8¢ we were takem about a mile out but the secesh feiled to come up to the scratch
them since. Ve were allowed 15 mimtes
to get soms supper and get ready for snother march. ¥We went cut about a mile on the pike
and lay there in line of battle all night. We had a pretty strong foroea at that point
together with a seotion of our Battery, but morning came and no rebels came. We had
Just finished a cup of Coffee when we were onoe more ordered to fall in and we were
marched back toward cemp, But to ocur surprise, when we came as the paddy says, whore
the camp was, it was not thexe and wo went on a short distance in the reer of the
division and found all of our tents and camp equippage, sc that our position is changed

the rear of the division. Of course I know nothing of the reason
the change. We are about 1 mile nearer to Nashville now than we were before, but how
will 80 remains to be seen. ~g¢ Are on a very pleasant oampground. It is in
of water alose by. We have very good water since we came to

» FPrank, I must tell you about ocur adventure yesterday. The old Colonel
and told him to take tsn men, one from each » and go out in

could find any Grey-backs  What he calls iebels), But the Captain

him take his own men, so he told him to choose
¥illism and I went out with him, Ve scouted about
disappointsent we found nothing but cur omn soldiera. V¥e went to an
old lady. They are all Union at present. I
the Union they would do it by a large

know which will hold the state yet, dut I hope they will not
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yot. I t is very pleasant here at present, There is frosty
days are very pleasant. We had a little snow here last week,
got a letter from Nra. Foress the Tth. 5She got to Louisville all
« He has given up of getting his discharge at prosent
look very bad now, but I guess it would break out if he was
bring my letter to a close for I hawe got to help the boys
ting late. Give my love to all., Tell Amandy and John that I
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ve answered it. You must write often. I am well and tough as
present. This from your affectionate Husband,

i
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Arza Bartholomew, Jr.
to his old vim via,
you understand

snower 1t juot as soon as I cen, I got the one that you wrote

[rs—



Park larracks

Sunday Mng. Ootl 12, 1862
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From your affectionate Husband



Park Barraocks
Oct. 19, 1960

Dear Franki
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Park Barracks S0
Oct. 23rd, 1862 e

Desar Franki

I received your kind letter of the 19th and you may be sure I was ghad to hear from
you onoe more although I have nothing to ocomplain of since I oame here, in the line of
letters. I have got 3 since I came to this place, two from you and ocne from Amanda, I

got one from you and one from Amanda last evening and I thought I would answer it
immediately. I have no news of i:portance to write at present. Ve were all ordered to

pack up and go to the Reg. this morning but the ocmmander of the barracks emoused ae from
going on aocount of my health., I am pretty well, all btut being weak. I have had the dysentery
unt:u.Ial?mtywnkinﬂmlmhutithmmtinlyldtmm,aothatluonlyn&.
As soon as 1 get strength 1 shall be able to join my Rag. but it is hard telling when there
will be another chance to get to the Reg. I have not heard fr m Williem yet. The Reg. is
about 150 miles from this place and I suppose they are still on the march but I am not
oeertain about that., The Rgbels are still on the retreat and the supposition is that our
Army will follow thea up, but time ter than I or an other individual, I am
very well pleased with the way you managed the business, you are equal to any man,

You may tell father that he can use his own judgment about what to sow the land to. I

want it seeded down at all events.i In the Spring, if it is possible for it to be sown, I
think that Spring wheat will be the most profits to both. Or Cats if it is too late and

wot in the Spring for wheat, and I wish to have the ground that Rioe clears put into wheat
and seeded dowr when it is sown to wheat. Flease write when that was to be done that Rioe
wvas t0 clear. I should 1ike to know so that I oould tsll whethsr it is according to

agresment or not.

Now I will try and describe a oouple of .‘ecesh soldiers that were brought into this camp
this moming. You would think that they were anything but soldiers, they were dressed in a
suit of cotton clothes colored a butternut color. ‘helr coat and pants were of the same
kind of cloth and such dirty looiing fellows you never saw in your life. They were
deserters fyom Braggs '‘rmy. They said that thers was two more with them, but they gave out
on t a chanoce to hear them talk for they were taken
$0 head-quarters and from there to town, The Hebels sesm to be tired fo fighting but they fight

g
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You need not be afraid to write anything that you want to, for nobody but
I shall be very anzious to hear from vou nov, You may depend, Don't wait for a letter
from me, but write svery week., This from your affectionate husband




DUWL NG wIeen //
Sunday Morning, Nov. 2nd, 1862

Dear ‘rank:

I received a letter last night, twringing the news of your sickness. You may think me hard

harted, but I was glad to hear that you had got through with what has been

anxiety to me, and I know it had to you. But Thank God, I hope it is over

looking for a letter from you. It is a great relief to me at any rate. I

Saturday for theReg. and came to their camp last night

exception of being pretty tired with the marching, but they

that is the main thing with a soldier, e are all reating today and can't

shall remain here but probably not long. But you know just as wel)l as I do. Bragg has got

and it is hard telling whether we shall follow him or not. The

a battle to asmell guan powdsr. I did not have the homor of

yot, for all of that. I am very well pleased to get back

tell you it seemed like getting home, to see all of their facee once more. %e are

encamped in a very pretty place and we have good water which is everything in a camp.
f

Row I'renk, I want you shoul
I have not learmed. I want you
well and able to work, #Sut don't be in any hurry either
is nothing to your health, which is everything to me. I am surprised
of the soldier., He will be able to help a good deal by next summer, won't he. I want
-you to descridbe hi: to me in your next ;-
make him a little more than he really is,

1

t
my life. It seems as though I should be there in a short time. At any rate
will end by next Spring and it will if they will let the men have a chence to fight. Bus

if they don't them there is nc knowing anything about it,

lwlmtmtokoepﬂwmmlmmmlotitforﬁmmthnandwiﬂagood
security for I calculate to want it to use when I come and if 1t was out for a ycar, I could
not get it to use, '

My health i good now and I am getting pretty strong so that I think I cen stand it
first rate, I’lsase excuse bad writing for I have no chanoe at all. f7ell Father that
I thank him and mother for writing to me and juat as quick as I can I will answer it.

Give my love to all. Now take good care of yourself and write soon. Mrect to the
Reg« as you did '‘efore I left it. Good bie for the present from your affectionate husband

Arga



Mitchellville, Tennsaase
Nove. Gth, 1862 i

Degaxr Frank:

I write under different circumstances. Only 2 days ago we left Bowling Creen
end novw we are in Temn., btut only just over the line. ‘e hed a preti{: hard march of 2
but we all stood it firat rate. It was a little hard on my feet for 1 have lain still

long that my feet was tender.

Thers is a mumor that we shall stay here for a while and guaxd this place. The
lat Mich. aginesrs and Mechanice are here, and they are going to tuild a storehouse that
Rgbels burmmed, There is a niece of the road they they destroyed. There is a tunnel about
a mile and a half that they run a train of cars into from cach end znd set fire to
them and blowed the tunnel up and they eay that there has hesn a fire in there for 2
months and it will be something of a job to clear it cut and if we are allowed to stay
here and guard this place until they get the Road in ruming order wo shall have to stay
quite & whilo.

days
BO

There is a great difference in the fellinge of the scldie:s since Puell has been
relieved of the ocomand of this army. They think that if “csecrans gete & Ehanoe at the
Secesh that they won't get away as easy as they have before. Ve have got some Gemerals
that will give them fits if they get a chanoce at them. Wwell I hardly know what to write.
I heve not heard of any news since & left Louisville. ¢ can't get any news wkile we are
on the move that there is any dependence in, but if we beiisved all we hear we should
all be at home in 2 monthe. The Wisoomsin trooys all voted for their State Ufficers
but - th people of Michigan don't think their soldiers votes arc worth anything, tut I
Bpe they will eloct the best men., I don't think that the troops are’ Aswwskwrfur
1l e informed to tell who they do want to vote for. The #iso, troops went

hat 4s the ma‘ority.

%tie.

I just wish that you could see the oountry that we have oome through. There is hardly
a fenoce left in the atate of Kentucky and they will take juat what they want if they are
short of meat they will take the last cow a man has and poultry is2 free for anyone and so is
‘hogs and sheep. You know but little of the horrors of war where it is carried to such an exte
- a8 it has bBpen in this state. There is the pooreat houses in this state that I ever saw in
my life. ¥We would hardly think of winterigg our cattls in them, tut the Rich have good

t seen anyplace thet I like as well as I do our own state,

It is eithe? all stone or clay as hard as a stone. We ave filliny our Reg. with contrabands.
Our Capt. has two and every Officer almost has froy one to two aplece. I expect each
r will have one before we get through but if they all liked them as well
as pany shades in camp as thoy do now., After they have been

a they are the biggest men in the mess. I have no confidence in a
nigger at all, If they should get with thc Rebels they wo.ld tl) them all they knew. Well
enocugh of the nigger. The boys are all well and in good spirits and prettymuch all are

and swee

writing to their wives thears, W¥illiam ic di-ping his pen into the same inkstand
to write to Pather and Eber is the same way writing to Burt Hancock., Lew and “ile are well
and both writing, Tell

Mre. Ross that the Capt. has sent his, that is Ross's descriptive roll
that effect. I did not see him while I was in
days dié not see him at all. Cive my love to all and tell
Father take good care of the boyg and tell me who he looke like for I want to know whose it
e fellow, for I expected a girl, iRite twice a week &
same u8 you have, -ell mmamghk I have wrote nonsense e:.ough.
well and tough as a bear. Frow your affectionate husband
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Nashville,

Nov. 12, 1862
Wednesday

d il ]
i R LN ;
Ll 1
mmwrm?mmmm H
15 L 25 s “ 43 23
mmmmwmmmm.mmmm..m 3 m m.m m. mw m......,..m umu
mmwmfmmm"mwm mm.m%m _"E twm" it
m.wmmmmm“mm mmmu. ....m.m . rm.m mmm m wmanmm
i b i ?Im 1&“ i
il il il sl
i$ ROTHaT wﬁmmmu“nuwm HIhIT il e _mmm
i stk L Pl i
A HTE b It T td
vEgasdds .m»xqm m i mMmm au.u.mm ¥ 157 i} B,
dfhiginags HiES mmm Ygd mmm I HHE FI
é“zwm HmH HiHEHT U
i &

. m mm wmummmm mmmmm quwm_anmmmm

T HMHT



Rashville, Temn.
Sunday Moming, Nov. 16th, 1862
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On picket 8 miles South of Nashville
Sunday, Jovember 2%, 1862

Dear Frani:

It is with heartfelt gratitude that I improve the present opportunity of adressing
you once more through the medium of the pen, although it has been J weeks sinoce I have

There is a

The ocountry is all

» foraging, which is a pretty profitable

¥We get a little fresh

camp last night there was a perfect rush for

discove.
which
for a
he
ted
good
try,
no
present
whi
: a
vam
the liospital tent and stayed
stayed awhile and told us that
about 2 hours wo were informed that
suicide hy putting a Revolver to his forehead
kell I will have to hid

before, as the provisions had to be tra
ive any reason for such conduct in a soldier fur myx

to guard a train for fear of the
t was going through the mountain
often the cese with them.
't tell the amount of men.

faithful hands at it.

of oourse I can't tell until it is fairly under way,

The day I left Louisville I got one letter from

the last Xime I have received myself, but the other
from home onoe in awhile. We left Nashville yesterday and I

tincandlotﬁnemhntahh-rooum.
t you are mmmm more fortunate in getting letters of mine than I am
and direct %0 me as father did to ¥illiam, and I will bid you a
from your affectionate Husband and the father of 10 pounds of boy.

wal
tha

m:.
mwmmmmmm 3% ;m. mm mu mnmm mmu%m
um» wmm@wmmem ammm mhmwmmmwmm

m,mufd: 3 FH :Em
m AL FjHe mmmmme thumummm
HiHG HTHHE R R

received a scratch of a pen from anyone.
Dr. Niles and Father and that is

—  ——





