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umommm;% for the private soldier doing duty at the front.

CHAPTER XI. T

ﬂmw w>6HbH OF STONE’'S RIVER.

JEN
.E.a >..B% of the o:Ecmlw:aluem ‘Organization—The Eighty-sixth's Assignment
—Moving ‘Out From Nashville—Its Position—Plan ‘of the Battle—Colonel
Hamilton Relieved—The Movement on the Left Suspended—The Regiment
Ordered to the Kight—In the Vortex of Death—List of the Regiment’s Killed
and Mortally 20::@3!&:@ Second Day's Fight—Bragg gm_. and Rosecrans
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On &5 mmg of December, 1862, the Army OH the Cumber-
land, General W. S. Rosecrans in command, moved from its
camp near Nashville against General Braxton Bragg, the
commander of the Confederate forces, who had taken up a
strong position on Stone’s River, near Murfreesboro, a point
thirty miles southeast. General Rosecrans had been placed
in command of this army, then known and designated as the
Fourteenth Army Corps, Department of the Cumberland, on
the 24th of October. For the sake of convenience but with-

05 m:@.@ﬁ@ mwoBermdﬂmHUmwmiSmbﬁmmrmmvmmuwgg
in a previous chapter, General Buell, whom General Rose-
crans  succeeded, had divided the Army of the Ohio into
pvamonowfn.lv,m and designated them as the First, Second and
Third.” The divisions and brigades were numbered consecu-
tively without reference to the corps to which they were as-
signed. The First corps was placed in command of General
. A. McD. McCook, with the Second, Third and Tenth divis-
ions; the Second corps under General Thomas L. Crittenden,

with the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth divisions; and the Third
corps under General C. C. Gilbert with the First, Ninth and

Eleventh divisions. It was by this rearrangement of the

. army that the Eighty-sixth regiment received its first organ-
ization mmmamﬁombe It was placed In the Second corps under
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Scwmam ES ,co§m bacon, mca coffee came ‘to vo a ?E.m._ o

"tio P. VanCleve in command, and in the Fourteenth brigage
_ commanded by Colonel Pierce B. Hawkins, of the Eleventy

,1,! tucky, and the Forty-fourth and Eighty-sixth Indiana, and
< the Seventh Indiana battery. November 5 the three grand .
e m_Sm_osm of the army, hitherto known as the First, Secong

“and Third corps, were by orders designated as the “Right
Wing,”” the ‘‘Center '’ and the *‘Left Wing.”> On Novembey
- 13 the Fifty-ninth Ohio which was in the Eleventh Udmmmm
~ Fifth division, exchanged places with the Eleventh Kep.
tucky, and Colonel James P. Fyffe, of the Fifty-ninth, suc.
ceeded Colonel Hawkins in command of the H.,osi.aaug
- brigade. November 22 the Twenty-sixth Kentucky was sent

Z ru.ao Bowling Green, leaving the Fourteenth brigade with but

November 5 had been second in command of the entire army,
- -was assigned to command the :Qmugw\ "’ General A. McD.
-=:= McCook the “‘Right Wing,”” and General Thomas L. Crit.
~ " tenden the ‘‘Left Wing.”” December 19 a change was made
in numbering the divisions and brigades. The consecutive
" numbering was discontinued. Divisions were numbered, be-
‘ginning with the First in each corps or grand diyision, and
.. -brigades in the same manner, beginning with’ emo First in
- each division, and numbered from right 1o eft. Flags of
various designs were =wmm to designate the different head-
@:mﬂgnm

Hf .. Thus on erm 26th of December the Eighty-sixth was

--" ing, the Third division, General H. P. VanCleve in com-
*_mand; and the ‘*Left Wing’ of the Fourteenth Army Corps,
e Umﬁﬁ&Bmua of the Cumberland, with General T. L. Critten-
" den in command. The ochH.m in command of the regiments
.composing the brigade ﬁm&m OSOE& W. C. Williams, of the
Haoi.% -fourth Indiana, Colonel O. S. Hamilton, of the Eighty-
sixth Indiana, Colonel J. G. mmSWEm, of the Thirteenth Ohio,

ﬁmcmz: Ozgmummu in the Fifth division, with Dmume MS.?,

Nmugoi regiment. The Fourteenth brigade was COmposeq
‘of the Thirteenth Ohio, the Eleventh and Twenty-sixth Ken.’

- -four regiments. Geperal George H. Thomas, who up to

~inthe Second brigade, Colonel J. P. Fyffe, ooBBEE.



‘,.mﬁmbm.uﬁ Colonel William Howard, of the Fifty-ninth OEo..
Zand Captain G. R. Swallow, of the Seventh Indiana Battery.

== _: On December 24, General Crittenden with Generals_
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wul Thomas and McCook received a circular from General Rose-. -

* crans directing that ample provisions be made for prompt
I and rapid communication between theirs and his headquar-
" ters. Staff officers were to provide themselves with paper
~* apd writing materials, and orderlies and couriers should be
~ - at close distance; not more than a half a mile apart, and
“‘within sight of each other. This the General considered of
2 rital importance to a combined movement. On the

same day a general order was issued that the :mb
‘should ~ move at daylight on the 25th—Christmas—
: 5 this .was countermanded on account of the
ack of forage on the ‘‘Left Wing.” The order was reneweéd
“on the 25th for a general Imovement on the 26th. The quiet
_ " of Christmas was therefore disturbed by the bystle and con-
= fusion incident to such an important move as & felt this one
“~to be. Three days’ rations Wwere to be drawn and placed -in

haversacks, -while two days’ more were to be carried in the
= wagons. Twenty wagons were assigned to each grand di-
= ~vision loaded with forage and provisions. All ammunition
._wagons, ambulances and hospital stores were to accompany"
= the army. The sick were to be sent to the hospitals, and
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- the Sibley tents, and all camp equipage and unnecessary
. baggage to be packed and sent back under the guard of of-
" ficers and men unable to march to the front and parked in-
=—side the fortifications at Nashville. The boys were all busy,
in addition to theéir other duties, in writing letters to friends
=~ at home. That was a heavy mail that started North the

- next day. ,

.- A pleasant little incident occurred in the Fifty-ninth

. Ohio on Christmas evening which the Eighty-sixth was in.

. Vited to witness. 5 ¢

~ - that regiment new colors, Obﬁw&g@? folds were inscribed

. Shiloh, ” “Corinth,” “¢Iyy ‘Cfeek,” “Perryville” and
“Crab Orchard,” the battles in which the Fifty-ninth had

he presentation speech was delivered by.

The citizens of Clermont, Ohio, had sent

it

v

B

" started at 8 o’clock, yet it was one of those jerky, exasper- -

- and beds and the night was wm_.wm,mm in comparative comfort."

~ ating marches, so that it did not get \5&1% started until w,,u”

- _ences as shelter tents had not then been introduced, and the

T
.
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Colonel Fyffe. Remarks of a patriotic character were made -
by Colonel O. S. Hamilton, Captain -C. F. Sheaff, and Cap.;
tain W. C. Lambert. Music was furnished by the Second
brigade band and patriotic songs were sung by the men.. ~ <
The morning of the 26th, so big with fate, dawneq
gloomily. The clouds hung like a pall over the wintry land-
scape. Great drifts of slowly moving mist lay along the val- !
leys, while the rain came down in Sﬂwounw. that gathered E
pools in the roads, or ran in streams along the gullies. The
reveille, as it rolled from camp to camp from the drums and °
bugles of more than a hundred regiments that covered the
fields and hillsides, had a muffled sound in the murky atmos.”
phere. Every officer and man was busy: At the appointed
hour the ‘‘assembly” was heard. The Eighty-sixth wag
quickly formed. The bugles sounded ‘‘forward,” and the
_brigades, and divisions, and corps, with swinging step filed:_ ;
.out upon the roads. McCook led the right, Thomas the cen-~
‘ter and Crittenden the left. Although the Second brigade * |

o’clock. The rain continned to pour, and the men huddled
down under their ponchos like drenched chickens. The
enemy was encountered at once and the occasional cannon W

shot or a sputtering dropping of musketry by the skirm-
ishers of the Firstand Second divisions, which were in front,
"were evidences that the rebel nests were being stirred. All
day long the steady columns toiled over the broken country
and at night bivouacked. in the wet fields. Such conveni-
men were placed on their own resources to improvise pro-,
tection from the storm during the night. The Eighty-sixth .
-camped in some woods where there was much cedar. Their
evergreen branches were brought into use both for shelter

. The next day, Saturday, the 27th, dawned like the one -
before. The heavy clouds hung low and the rain continued
to pour all day long. The brigade marched perhaps two i
hundred yards when it came to a halt, started again, and
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peain halted, and marched and halted alternately. At Em&.w.
%" a1l the command was but a short distance from where it started
*“in the Boﬁcmcm. Slowly the columns felt their way on, wwm.,
 ‘ceded by heavylines of skirmishers, driving the sullen and
" stubborn enemy before them. The Second brigade of the
" Second division, and the First and Second brigades of Van-
* Cleve’s division, were diverged from the main column of the -
.c corps and sent down the Jefferson pike, a road running .
.v directly east from the Murfreesboro pike beyond LaVergne.
r charged the rear guard of the enemy, thus saving the bridge,
& performing ﬁwo work it was sent to do. The Eighty-sixth
m. was kept on the move until 2 o’clock in the morning, although
.r but six miles had been made, when it bivouacked for the re-
.. mainder of the night, utililizing corn blades for.beds which
" the boys found in a barn near by. How these immmm had
escaped the eagle eye of the cavalrymen ‘of both armies ig—
to this day an unsolved mystery.
Sunday, the 28th, the troops generally rested. The:
- Second brigade moved from its camp to the south about a
half a mile, and formed in line of battle near to and west of
mnm.«éu@ church, where it remained all day. In the evening
. the regiment with the brigade returned to their camping
. ground of the night previous, but the corn blades had turned
7~ _up missing. : D
. No movement was made by the regiment on Monday,the
; 29th, until 1 o’clock, when the three brigades crossed the
. bridge which they had saved, turned south, and rejoined the
main body of their command on the Murfreesboro pike. .
_General Crittenden with his three divisions advanced that
.mqmium to within three miles of Murfreesboro, and bivou-
~acked in order of battle not more than 700 yards from the
. enemy’s mua.muowgoﬁm. The camp of the Eighty-sixth was
. between the railroad and the pike in a cotton field, and on
e ground now used as a National cemetery where more than
. mﬁ thousand Union soldiers have ‘“‘spread their silent tents.”’
- ~eneral Palmer, who commanded the Second division, and

dwm.m In the advance, reported that he was within sight of

A S ey

~ Late at night the advance reached Stewart’s Creek and
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-eral Rosecrans immediately sent an order to General Critten.
““7den to move a division into the town. Colonel Harkers |

~“~brigade of Palmer’s division, was accordingly sent across
]lﬂ.wno‘um.m River—the stream being almost everywhere fordable’
“—and drove a rebel regiment back upon the main body i
““some confusion. Some ﬁlmou.mam were captured who re.
‘ ported that wwm.oﬁslmwd,m entire division was there present

" General Crittenden wisely took the responsibility of sys.:

_ pending the order until General Rosecrans could be furthey

communicated with. The commanding general was cop.

vinced that a mistake had been made and Harker was with.

@umﬁu without mm&.osm, loss. .
_.. That night it rained heavily, drenching the soldiers tq
“their skins. The following day, the 30th, was dark, gloomy

"mén stood shivering in their lines. All day the Eighty-gixth -
.yhauwﬂvmg. the boys securing as best they O\Oz& their gunsfrom
=~ the occasional showers that fell, and /many can recallithe
fixed bayonets forced into the soft soil—an ominous;grop
- sprang in a single night from fallow-fields, awaiting the
" quick-coming harvest of Death. The orders were to be
* ready at a moment’s notice. The lines were forming. ‘Bat-

- - noiseless in the rain. Hospitals were established in the
T rear, and the musicians and other non-combatants were de-
tailed to bear the stretchers and attend the ambulances.
Medical stores were unpacked and countless rolls of band-
ages placed at hand for use. Provision trains were brought
- up and rations issued. Bodies of horse galloped over the
=" 'heavy fields. Staff officer and orderlies from General wbw,m-
. crans’ headquarters, near where the Eighty-sixth stood in
line, .dashed away in different directions. The scattering

v,,,hﬁﬁ?mmmdoao. and that the enemy was in full flight. ..Qmu,._..w

=% and depressing, and was spent in anxious suspense as the ¢

spectacle of their muskets as they stood, butts up, with )

teries were being placed in position. Dark columns stood g
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fire of musketry which came up from the cedar woods far

to the right, now swelling into full volleys, the heavy boom
of cannon in front, the bearing back of wounded officers and
men on stretchers, and the certainty of a great battle at
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" pand, combined to make all serioug and g&.wm&ﬁi. ,H.wm

.

country is undulating,
rocky ridges overgrown

much of it cleared broken by

Besides,
. . Per-
allel 8. the Union lines, ang distant half ‘a mile lay Bragg’s
army, its right resting on the east side of the river, while

Tes

. the main body was on the west side. The night of the 30th-

" _set in with a keen, north wind, with rmﬁ.ﬁ,érwomnmbmbm

- words were read to regiment, detachment and

e

§r
H

. Fyfre, the brigade commander;

clouds. After dark an ammunition wagon was brought up
and each man was supplied with sixty H.o:ummuow\ﬁoﬁ.ﬁamom
:.?ma which such sleep and rest as were possible under ?m
circumstances, were taken. The men slept on their arms
mpo.w had his musket beside him ready to leap out at gm

(=4

to arms.
There was no blast of bugle or clatter of drum for Hmﬁ&sz
A hasty g.o.m_w?me of coffee, hardtack and bacon was pre-
wmw.mm Eﬁ quickly eaten. Their morning service consisted
‘.:m :%_Ummwum to the Adjutant read General Rosecrans’ “Grace
M. Mm battle order. From out the raw.-mists that for g
e hung over the field came resonant cheers-as the stirring
v o re battery. The
mwww.mﬁ ‘Mmﬁmﬂﬂmsm by and in encouraging words said-:
'S, stand i i .
cons 1x€¢. men. Fire low, ang Emﬁm every shot
Just here an un 1 inci . .
o ‘€ an unpleasant incident occurred, and as it i
leaf in the history of the regiment it is : id’
be mentioned.

of the i i
regiment, a.courageous but Inexperienced officer, was

_ ordered by General <mu9m<m.* the division commander, to

It . this orde, ,
isthe recollection of some of the men that this order was given by Colone]
others that i was General VanCleve. :

... both as Captain and as Major in the Twentieth Indiang -.

.7 chosen whereon to stand and ficht. General Rosecrans had
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"“*7 perform certain evolutions. After several attempts Colone] .A
- ."  Hamilton signally failed, Swmwmcwou he was relieved of hig
©.-2. sword and his command. The command of the regiment wag_

= at once turned over to Lieutenat Colonel,George F. Dick, g -
%~ skillful, experienced and well trained officer who had served , |

_regiment, and came to the Eighty-sixth with his com--
mission on the 17th of November. The action of Gen.
eral VanCleve was wholly a surprise to both Hamilton
"% and Dick, but a step that met the approval of the
- subordinate officers and the .men of the regiment. In
. justice to Colonel Hamilton and to his memory it shonld - |
5 be stated that this unfortunate episode was entirely
, due to his inexperience, and was no reflection on his courage

:'or bravery. “As an officer he was heroic, intrepid and fear-
.0 y :

7777 less, but was entirely without military knowledge either nat-
~ural or acquired. He was bold to recklessness as he exhib-
. .ited by his subsequent actions. Zo%«ﬁﬁum as this must
7 have been'to a man of his proud spirit he nevertheless asked,
and was granted, permission to accompany the regiment into ,
the approaching engagement in a subordinate capacity.
_~_ Most valiantly did he carry himself throughout. Colonel |
- Fyffe, in his report of the battle, generously makes special
, mention of him, and says Colonel Hamilton, although unac-
- 777 quainted with military matters, was present throughout as-
sisting all in his powers. This affair, however, greatly hum-
~ iliated and chagrined him and he soon relinquished conimand =
_——_.of the regiment. He returned to his home at Lebanon where
few years ago a disappointed and broken-hearted .

- -7 he died a
“ - man, E
It was this ground that General Bragg had deliberately

N

planned that General McCook, who commanded the “Right
Wing” should occupy the most advantageous position possi-
ble, and fight to hold it. General Thomas was to open with

. . skirmishing, and engage the enemy's center. General Crit-
tenden, of the ‘‘Left Wing’ was to cross General Van-
~ Cleve’s division over the river ata place known as the lower

. Y .‘
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~-geft, the only rebel division on that side of the river. Gen-

" atal Wood’s division was to follow General VanCleve by.

““prigade, and cross at the upper ford. Wood was to take posi-
. tion on VanCleve’s right, and the two divisions, supported by
~ 7 palmer, were to fall with overwhelming force in front and

flank, crush Breckinridge, sweep through Murfreesboro, and

_ gain the rear of the enemy’s center and left, push him off his
~ patural line of retreat, and thus destroy his entire army.

. Theplan was a skillful one, but Bragg, however, had already

planned. . He had a similar one of his own, by which he

Hoped to double 1ip his adversary’s right by a secret concen-

‘tration of a heavy force against it. To this end he had
. massed heavily on his left where Hardee was in command,
7 with orders to attack McCook at daylight. Bragg struck
- be first blow. o

‘ According to the plans of General Rosecrans, McCook,
* however strongly ‘assailed, was to hold his position
" for three hours, and to recede—if attacked in overwhelming
. force—very slowly, and to fight desperately, which he had
.= undertaken to do. Bragg's order was, that at day-break the
- .avhole line, dmwwuium at the extreme left, with Hardee'’s
_corps, and followed by Polk’s, should move forward on Mec-
Cook’s extreme right, and bear it back, crumbling it in the

—*=retreat, till Rosecrans’ army should stand with its rear to the

~__river. In doubleTines, the rebel hosts came on,swift and terri-
- bleas’in-rolling billows. General Johnson who commanded

‘a-division in MecCook’s corps on the extreme right, and who -

"~ was wholly unprepared for the sudden onset, was crushed
- with asingle blow, the enemy sweeping over his batteries
- with wild hurrahs. Jeff C. Davis’s division was next hurled

back over the field. Like a swift succeeding wave the last
division of the “Right Wing, "’ Sheridan’s, was struck with
the same desperation. Sheridan fought with equal persist-
ence and determination. -The slaughter was horrible. Three
- ;-times did_the

. INDIANA VOLUNTEERS. ~ ~ ., ° 101 -

.‘.._,w,moﬂum. covered and m:ﬁ.ﬁma#& by the ,mpm:umam and miners, and -

=" decided to fight his own battle and not the one Rosecrans had -

determined enemy advance, and as often was -

- H
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:the hands of the rebels.

W.Mwaw@c fury on the ‘‘Center.”’

s - 1 va.og of the right ‘“Center”’ which was then in peril. - - T

Bl ... tery, had moved across the river and formed in line. Colone]
just reached theriver, ang "
when an order flew to VanCleve -

s swas E the m&.\oﬂ crossing,

== %0 Suspend the movement,

o H&mb, had begun on the ‘‘Left”” by General VanCleve. Colone]
“Sam Beatty’s First brigade, Colonel S. W. Price’s Thirg
" “brigade, and Captain G. R. Swallow's Seventh Indiana bat.

~-.J. P. Fyffe’s Second brigade had

leave one brigade at the rive *

“send another with a battery

v - onel Price was left at the river, Colonel Beatty was sent on-

- was hotly engaged. Colonel Fyfe's brigade with Captain -

 double quick to assist General Rousseau, who by this time

)-

. 7 Swallow’s battery were sent to the rear in hot haste. Knap-:-

- - sacks, blankets, overcoats and even canteens were scattered

===*to the winds on the way. After tramping on ahop, skip and

-~ ~"was slow. A few shots from Swallow’s battery sent Wheeler -

-jump gait for about a mile in pell mell order the brigade
came out into an open field, formed in line of battle perpen-
dicular. to the road, on the left. The rebel cavalry had cap-

U. o ‘lel,ez.ﬂmm the train, but the corn field was soft and their progress

—_flying over the fields and the train was recaptured. At this
- point Colonel Fyffe received an order from General VanCleve
... t0 join the First brigade which had taken position on- the
- right of General Rousseau. Back the brigade started on

~double quick. The fugitives by this time had darkened the

fields, and the panic stricken trains had blocked the roads. .
On the brigade went through wild confusion and demoral-
ized stragglers. The cedar thickets were ablaze with musk-.

L M@me:om to fall back. Finally Sheridan’s ammunition gayg”
. . out,and he, too, was compelled to fall back, leaving nine gung

.~ -which he could not get through the dense cedar thickets, ip =
Ll The “Right Wing” was now aj -
T gone, and the onset that had borne it backward fell with un-
General Rousseau, who cor. -

‘manded a division of reserves, was ordered up to the sup.

The movement, according to General Rosecrans’ origina -

on double quick time to the Tear
-'to save the wagon train which had been attacked by Wheel.-

~==-er’s cavalry, and another to the m:wﬁowcmm the right. - Col. -

.




" which artillery wagons were Euuo&mw.. S
s Mﬂmw of a seemingly lost battle-field were to be seen in evi-

‘.,w,,mmuoo everywhere. Into that vortex o :mmgm the Eighty- -

s - . i
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try, the ,wwi& was black #xnuuabwnn battalions, -among
e v ;

ey

sixth went. : =

< The vmmmmbm was formed in “two lines, the Forty-fourth

. Indiana and the Fifty-ninth Ohio in front; and the Thirteenth
" Ohio and the Eighty-sixth Hu&m,bm‘ F support. qug,moﬁ.
regiments advanced through the tangled cedar thicket as .
best they could. There was but little :ummwmuosg.. but .e.rmi,
whole surface was a continuous ledge of outcropping «omw
on which only the hardy cedar could find foothold. and sus-

tenance. In their immediate front there was a Iull. They

emerged from the thicket into an open field of sedge. The

occasional musket shots which came across that field were

but the advance messengers of the impending storm. The .

'“'lines advanced, halted and laid down, They. advanced again -

“and again until the skirt of ém,#m&ﬁmm\&%r&.. The .
front line had advanced some distance in the'wbod while the.

second was at the fence. mﬁdﬁ.ﬂoﬂﬁ“ was at its highest
tension. The ball opened. Then it was work, desperate
and furious. The enemy came up in magnificent order, four

lines deep, and his opening fire was like the’ opening jaws of
hell. It had been discovered that the brigade had been sent -

murderous flanking fire was more than human m.mmw and
blood could withstand, and the brigade, rent and distorted,

.beyond supporting columns. It wasa duel to mmuﬁa.‘v‘:n the

reeled and fell back. It was a scene appalling in its atrocity -

and was enough to daunt the stotte t heart. - The two color
bearers of the Eighty-sixth were

on the field.* At every step men fell like -wheat before the

sickle. The Eighty-sixth lost more than half its force. The-

enemy had swept everything before him thus far and doubt-
less felt that with renewed effort the successful issue of the

* The 85? fell into the hands of Sergent John F. Lovin, OoEuw:w. B, Third
Confederate regiment, which was in Woods’ brigade, of chcnzmuw division, Har-
amm,_m corps. : o N - .

.
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and the chaos and
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battle was within his grasp. Emerging from the woods wity
yell after yell, firing as he came, the enemy rushed forwarg
in the attempt to cross the open field and drive back:a ney-
line, of which the remnants of the torn and bleeding Seconq
brigade formed a part, and which stood in the way to .mmm.a.
victory. . VL
That the brigade was without Support on the right wag"
@ blunder for which in the confusion and excitement of the .
rapid and varying movements perhaps no one vmnsoﬁm.lw .
should be censured* General VanCleve, in his report says
that he had information from General Rosecrans that Gen-
eral Rousseau, on his left ‘was driving the enemy. This in.
formation was accompanied with an order to press him harq,
It was in compliance with these orders that the First and.

- Second brigades were ordered to advance. Colonel Fyfte,,

who commanded a brigade in Wood’s division, would support”

- his right. Fyffe then says: ““The division began mm<w=o§m :

down the slope of the cedar ridge m.o\z_wm_ of the road, passing

- Colonel Harker’s on my right, beyond the foot of the slope.

After passing his brigade, which did not move, my right
flank became exposed, with strong indications of a heavy
force approaching in front, extending beyond my right

. flank. As we continued advancing, T sent three different 1
_ messengers by my aides, calling Colonel Harker’s attention

to my exposed flank, and at length reported in per-
son to General VanCleve. While doing this the Sixty-fifth
Ohio, which, it appeared, had been lying down at the edge.

: S and .- .of the field, rose to their feet where a force was needed, -
shotdown and its colorsleft - :

Supposing it would remain there, I passed back to my wommw

e tion, to see the Sixty-fifth march by the right flank back to |
"~ Colonel Harker's left " Major H. N. Whitebeck, of the:

Sixty-fifth Ohio, * says his regiment marched by the Ewgm

* It may be stated here that the Sixty-fifth Ohiois the regiment of which Lieu-
tenant Colonel Hinman, the author of that most popular and widely read book,
**Corporal Si Klegg and His Pard,” was a member. Colonel Hinman at that time
was a Lieutenant in Company E, and is mentioned by Colonel Harker, his brigade
commander. for conspicauous gallantry or the skirmish line. In the oceans of
war literature.that ave flooded the country since those memorable days the .
statement is ventured that none equals in popularity that bhook of 700 pages. It
is popular because it So vividly portrays the actualities and the every-day life of

a million volunteers. :

.
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* fank to the support of the Sixth Ohijo battery. It must have

_ been that movement 6 which' Colonel Fyfle refers when he .

“eaw the mmw@m.m?vmlwnoww@m% by the right flank. Colonel
Harker says: *‘While this movement was being executed, a
staff officer from the command on my left. (Fyffe's) amwoaaom.

‘a wﬁouw force of the enemy in his front. I replied thay my .
right was in danger, and that a strong force and battery .
were in front.”” Coloxel Fyfie's statement that he appealed
to Colonel Harker for support is thus confirmed by Harker
himself, but it seems his own command was in g most pre-
carious situation. - Fyffe's brigade was in advance of Har.
"ker's a considerable distance, thrown out upon assurances
and-in the belief that it would have sufficient support. When

*_Colonel Fyffe discovered that he was not to have the prom-

ed  SUPpOrt, .‘mmmﬁmwwue Temple, of his staff, to-
Lieutenant Colonel Dick with orders to wheel the Eighty-
sixth to the right, and place: it in the woods ‘mb secure his

* ised support, he sent

flank-—~** Before the order reached him,” continues Colonel

Fyffe, “‘the enemy appeared coming through the woods.”’

The brigade fell back, but in the recession its distance to the

rear was as much t0o great as was its distance to the front
__and in turn H.,H.m_u.wﬁ;m left flank became exposed.. With Em.
o lmvmpﬁwwmpwmbomu and ‘E.muumme already turned, Harker’s brig-
“adeTeceded. As before stated a new line was formed in the
cedar thicket, a stand was made and the ground hotly con-
tested, and the mnoB%.@.E.%mc back across the field.

____As the sun sank to Test that 31st of December his last

- Jook fell on a ghastly spectacle. . The earth, torn, trampled

and red, Tay piled with'thousands—some still and calm, as if

in ,.Hw.,uwmww‘.vﬁ#mwwwimd%mm and blown into fragments, while
Emw.&hwﬂ arms and legs,” without owners, lay scattered on
every side. Dead horses and shattered gun carriages helped
to mSnE the frightful wreck, over which darkness, in mercy
drew its pall, - - ‘ a
. But the cessation of the battle and the coming of night
a:.w uo_u, ngmmmm the Eighty-sixth and its colleagues of the
brigade andg division from their position. They were no
ocmmw Nnﬁ:ﬁm@, to _.mm prone on the cold, bare ground, but

- : .

-7 TWwere compelled to stand without fire, with a hoar frost .m&mum.

B WW&_@@QE@@& its ranks until that morning it numbered 368, Et
| ... cluding officers. The aggregate loss on that bloodyday wag -

h Iy

[ . - - . 3 .\ . .
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.. until the coming of the new year, when'they were alloweq
40 fall back about a half a mile where fires were built mnonw
ww.\ouéimcﬁ cedar fence and where they lay till morning?

*  Four months before the Eighty-sixth had entered the--
'__-“field with a thousandsmen. Disability, disease and‘death had

194, ten more than half. When the roll was called on New'
‘Year’s morning, 1863, but one hundred and seventy-four
officers and men answered to their names., . -
In thelist of dead on the field were the following heroig

‘names: ,
... Company A.—First Lieutenant George W. Smith, -

PR

“'—Thomas S. Hester, .~~~ .
% “—Robert W.Myers, =
TS ‘“ —Richard A. Stowers, »\‘
“ B.—Lewis Heintz, - :

S TE= % JamesH. Clinton,

“ “ _George E. Armor,

“ “ —Richard C. Crowell,

“ . “—Anthony M. Saxon, :
“ - C..-Edward Blanchfill, :
“ ¢ —William J. Boord,

“ ¢ —Derrick V. Labaw,

“ * —William H. H. Martin,

¢ ‘*“ —Benjamin Trullinger,

“ D.—William Lamb,

. “ —Jackson Jacobs, :
‘. ‘* —Nathan C. Pringle,

“ E.—Abram Fisher, ‘ ‘ | S

. * —William B. Fleming,

# F.—John M. Wilson,

“. “ —William C. Stogdill,

¥ ‘““—Robert H. Creamer, -

“ *“—Henry W. Davis, :

““ ** —KEdwin P. Stephenson, -
s ¢ —James O. Tolin, , _
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.,‘ug‘mbwom‘g. sm_xim.., SRS
G.—James Cambridge, = . . |
“‘>—William T. Whitesell, =~ . :

(=4 H_ Timothy S. Roush,
| -~ K.—Martin L. Williams—50, °

waoﬁm_‘&ﬁ ST
Company A.—Floyd N. Worrell, i
7T % John A Feeley, . -

- .D.—Charles W. B, Gilger,
<=t —Jamis Guest, ~ . : “e -
=% —John A. Johnson, -~

) “~" . F.—George Baldwin,
Soss ¥ -« —John C. Beard,

UNH
\
'

=i

7 L-—John H. Stook,
SR, IWE.SHOFB ew Green—12.

; Em:Sbm«Bn Colonel Dick reported .?mw@.nwgm enlisted

Emb,WEmm. ‘H‘Em included ?omm who died -of wounds the
following day, Others died from the same cause after his

4 report had been submitted, so that it would make of killed
and mortally wounded a total of 41. The wounded numbered

" -94,“many of ‘whom were afterwards discharged. Fiveofficers

T e

were woun

ere wounded, though none seriously. Ninety-nine men and
two officers were captured. - ‘ -

.

ﬁmmmﬁ:wwm@mm_wmm of this
*Colonel James P. Fyffe:

i /m;H.SsSmmw& OEQB& “UmoF who had command of the regi--
part of the battle in his report to’

“My command arrived in front of Murfreesboro at 8 p. m., Decem-

ber 30, 1862. On the following morning the regiment numbered 368,
rank and file. About noon of December 31, with the brigade, we were
marched in line of battle across the Nashville turnpike, about one-half
~mile south, across an open field to the skirt of a heavy woods, in which
" the enemy lay concealed in heavy force. My regiment was on the ex-
treme right of the brigade. We were halted behind a fence at the
‘edge-of the woods, t0 await the arrival of troops to come up to support
us on the right,

.

The mo,:muﬁwbw‘mwm the wamw of those who were mortally

r ¢ - B.—JohnA. Cozad, | , .

who failed to come. Our right was totally exposed to "~ - -~

" ‘cers killed, wounded and missing,

- our first line was attacked, and it was compelled to fall back in some:§£-

.-

_ was as follows: Commissioned officers killed, 1; wounded, 5; missing, 9::

the colors left on the field.” - o

-8t double-quick a distance of about :
~ of the Murfreesboro road, to repel an attack of cavalry upon our train. ;-

* was then compelled to fall back in

THE EIGHTY-SIXTH REGIMENT,
the enemy, who immediately attacked us in overwhelming u:EdoJ'm,u...
front, our right flank extending around partislly to the rear, of ‘our
right wing. Our regiment fought bravely until their ranks wore Vomnm‘
rapidly cut down and thinned, when we fell back to the E..bvwwo‘.voﬁ.
where agortion of them again rallied with portions of other regiment,
of the brigade, and.drove the enemy back. Our loss in this engagetiagt

enlisted men killed, 33; wounded, 54; missing, 99. _Total number of offi

8; enlisted men killed, wounded ng

missing, 186. Aggregate, 104. Both color bea¥ers were shot down ang’

a3 I

<A

Major Dwight Jarvis, who commanded the Thirteenty.
Ohio of the Second brigade, in his report to Colonel Hu%nm. 1
says: ~ : o T

“‘On Wednesday at 8 a. m., our regiment, under command of Col.
onel Joseph G. Hawkins, was ordered in from outpost duty, and took our-
place in line. Soon after, we started for the south side of Stone’s H.w?@w.
but got but a short distance when, by your orders, we countermarched =]
one mile, to a corn-field on the right:]

Our lines were here formed, my regiment occupying the right of the
Second brigade. The enemy being driven fjom the field by our cavalry”
and artillery, my regiment was not engaged, and about 10 o’clock under |
your directions, took a position in the woods south of the corn-field -
My regiment was now ordered to cover the Fifty-ninth Ohio, which with
the Forty-fourth Indiana, formed the first line of attack, my regiment
with the Eighty-sixth Indiana on its right, forming the second line. ~In |
tonsequence of the unevenness of the ground and the density of-the
thicket, it was difficult to keep our lines properly, but, on emerging -}
from the woods (cedar brakes) into the open field beyond we advarced
regularly to the edge of the next woods. The first line having advanced
some twenty yards into the woods, my regiment was ordered to lie down,"
Now it became evident that the enemy was attempting to outfiank us -
upon the right; and this was reported to you, but just at that moment -
disorder and over our men, who were lying close to the fence. At this.;
moment our gallant Colonel fell, mortally wounded, while muoo.mnmwmmww
the men to keep cool and fire low; and the command devolved upon my=-
self. T held the position until the enemy completely outflanked us, and -
disorder to the line of reserves, where - §
I rallied my command, and this time drove the enemy back, they being ~
now in the open field, while we had the advantage of the cover of the |
woods. We inflicted considerable loss upon them in killed and wounded,
besides capturing some thirty prisoners. My loss in the engagement




' " INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
3 o

M%ﬂ?gww.‘ -being killed; together with . twenty-seven enlisted men.

mct ixty-eight enlisted men, besides thirty-nine missing,”

W« , Lieutenant Colonel William Howard, who ooa.csmummm

Gould, John Fox (since died), and Thomas J. Stone were wounded, and

A i e

* the Fifty-ninth Ohio, in his report to Colonel Fyffe, says:
Wﬂ.,. “On the morning of that day (December 31) my command was

* Jormed at 4 o'clock in accordance with previous orders, and with the

Tpalance of the brigade, started at 8 o'clock to take position on the left,
m.t when- wereceived orders to march immediate) y todefend the wagon train
mm‘bmmmume the attack of the enemy, which was done with promptness, and
=

s they were Ariven back with loss, and the whole train was saved. We

wwg_ou& Beatty’s command, in front, ags our forces were hard pressed at
> ‘moved rapidly_across until we reached the woods, andi my skirmishers

* “soon discovered the enemy in heavy force and in strong position in
front, and fired iipon him and fell back to the line, which I immediately

, ordered forward and made the attack ; and after firing upon them sev-
. eral rounds, and holding them in check for some time, we were forced
back by superior numbers about twenty paces, when, by the prompt as-
. sistance of my-officers, we succeeded in rallying the regiment and .took
. position behind a fence, and then poured volley after volley into the ad-
vanging ranks “of the énemy, and held them in check until Major
Frambes, upon the right, informed me that we were being flanked upon
that wing and that the balance of the brigade was falling back when I
. gave the order to fall back, ‘inclining to the right in a skirt of woods,

> and gwﬁ&d@@»@nﬂ:ﬂ to a great extent, a flanking fire also, My
.., officers mmmmnwnowbgm promptly.to my assistance, we succeeded in rally-

, ing again, and moved to the right, through the woods in front of the

enemy, and by & well directed fire checked his onward movement, and

beld him in that position, when we moved forward and drove the enemy

from the field with great slaughter and in complete disorder. * * We
* _ held our position until darkness closed the controversy of the day.”

R

Lieutenant Colonel Simon C. Aldrich, who commanded

the Forty-fourth Indiana, reported to Colonel Fyffe as

Tollows -

“We went into the field on December 31, 1862, with 316 men, officers
~ included. We took our position, by your order, in brigade on the right,
. 8ud marched in line of battle through an open field south of the pike,

. ,,,F vm.wmmum. through this field we discovered the enemy making a flank

g

[ 7 9 )
.

%

quite wmwmw.mm Colonel J. G. Hawkins and Second Lieutenant J. C.

‘.‘,m‘d&vn&u E._ M. Mast, Lieutenants John Murphy, John E. Ray,'S. C. .

" then received-OFders to march back and take position on the right of '

that point;inline of battle, and moved forward to attack the enemy ;
" and after moving across the woods we came into an open field, which we .

5 _._seen from the reports of Major Jarvis and Lieutenant Cof.

~=—onel Aldrich that the Forty-fourth/Indiana and

zzi results more disastrous. : LT T
=i After recounting the movements of the wlm.mmmﬂwwm

) . brigade, says in his report:

- . gence was conveyed to you, and, as I understand, by you to our ‘divigigy " -

<

== whole regiment; we then fell back to our battery and formed line of bhat:

" s, 19 killed, 56 wounded, and 25 missing.” .

2% ninth Ohio were in the front line and were supported by emm,”..‘...,“.

" . been driven back with frightful loss.

'
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movement on our right, in a wood bordering upon the field. .HnaomE.....ﬁ.

~.commander. We made a stand at the edge of the wood in our front, by
- Were soon ordered to sdvance, which we did, Alter entering the woogg
our skirmishers were ordered in, as the line of the enemy was in sight
We still advanced to within, as near gs [ could judge, one hundred Yardy :
_'of their line, and opened fire. They replied and advanced their line; af

the same time the flanking force opened a galling cross fire upon g,

We held the position as long as we could do so without sacrificing oyp

tle. We were ‘ordered by General VanCleve to remain heré untij
farther orders. We soon had orders from you-to join the brigade at the
"right, which we did. Here we formed & new line, and remained :umﬁ E:
some time in the night, when we were ordered to march to the lefy
again, where we remained through the night. 1 must here mentiop . .
that at the first rally at the rail fence was the last.seen of Oo_ou.m_zdﬁr
liams. I suppose him to be taken prisoner. Our loss'as it stands now -

These are the reports of the four regimenta) commanders;

2

“There is no disagreement in the different reports’but each
makes his report from a different point of view. It will be

Eighty-sixth Indiana and the Thirteenth Ohio when the
brigade was thrown into that seething cauldron of death. Tt - :
was a blunder, but perhaps unavoidable, due largely to the “
demoralized and panic stricken “Right Wing”» which had »5

The recession of the?
divisions of the right had exposed the flank of the ** Center !
to which VanCleve’s division had gone to support, and with ~ §

- the commanders of nearly all grades calling for assistance, . 4§

the wonder is that the €rror was not more grievous and _Em,.m

the ..
order was received countermanding the movement across
Stone’s River, and double-quicking to the rear to save the -

‘train, Colonel James P. Fyffe, who commanded the mmobum.. I
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9 1 two lines to support it; that Oo?umu‘mgwaﬁ would support my Zm.E.n .
Wh&m order was immediately complied with; the division began advanc- .

ing downhe slope of the cedar ridge south of the road, passing Colonel =

S

" brigade, "which did not move, my_-right flank became exposed, with

X yond my right flank. As we continued advancing, I sent three different
W” messengers (messages) by my aides, calling Colonel Harker's attention

=40 my exposed flank, and at length reported in person to ‘General Van-
.’ Cleve. While doing this the Sixt -fifth Ohio, which, it appeared, had

 composed of the Fifty-ninth Ohioand H..&@Aw:»g Indiana, was getting

£.5 1o be heavy, and the mwmwimmvaiu.,wgﬂmﬂmwmwowowr.& a heavy force -
m.mm,ubn(snuoiw through the woods, outflanking my right, Lieutenant Tem-

w,.. - to wheel his regiment to the right; and Place it in the woods to secupe

my flank. ‘Before the ‘order reao &mx.w.mw.,ﬂwm‘.m@mB%. mv@\mwwmn coming .

through the woods.” R

ol . L -
5 T

x =

during Wednesday night it was decided to'fight the battle -

~out on this line. It is said that General Crittenden asked-
. permission to cross the river with the “Left Wing” and fight

the enemy as oammbm:%howmmiﬁmﬁm. All acknowledged

Rosecrans artillery. >donw.«wowmm.‘,@mmﬁmmmm men, oum‘.wmﬁ&:

" of the"whole army, had &mmmmmm.nma. from the field, and were

5 among the killed, wounded and captured. It was believed
mw. that the enemy woulg renew the attack in the morning
uw General Rosecrans, finding that he had ammunition enough,
+. made up his mind to fight it on that very .spot.- It was a clear,

P
£

cold December night, but, after midnight, the heavens be-
came overcast, and the bitter rain came pitilessly down on

Y-

o A

Lt

»

Rk

Vi
W

he Third division, and form'on the right of the First brigade

> < Harker's on my right, beyond the fooi of the slope. After passing his -
- ;

"> "gank back o Colonel Harker’s left.. Tha firing in front of my first line, B

mh., ple, of my staff, was sent at once to Lieutenant Colonel Dick with orders - -

mﬁw a meeting of the 8@Mwomwsmumoam at Wm@mnzmw»mum

3 strong indications of & heavy force approaching in front, extending be. * .

. m” w nll clasping their cartridge belts, ready to leap out at the slight-

?n:ﬁm 1y ranks, and on ‘ﬂwm. meﬁiuﬂm wounded that bur--

‘.

g L
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_ing like a serious attack. The question of rations becames*

: ‘Eou.mo or mule steak from the m&EmHm which had been killed. -

- duced to &Em‘.muﬁmB;%. At night the men lay down on

N

_ dened the field’ mmicm decided to make the stand the’

commanded by Colonel B, C. Grider,
stationed in support of the center. The Forty-fourth Indi.

ana and the Thirteenth Ohio were placed on the front ling, ™

sidérable picket firing in front, and artillery duels at_inter.:-
. vals, whereby some casualties occurred, but there was noths: -

in battle. The more frugal, those who held on to their haver-
sacks, notwithstanding their store was scant, were not re-

'

_ their arms again, without removing their shoes or even un- ;.

“est alarm. i

was imminent. Colone] Fyffe then
ordered the Eighty-sixth Indiana and the Thirteenth Ohio
into the front line, deflecting the Eighty-sixth back, and’
placing it behind g fence to be ready to sweep an open field
in front. " At 8 o’clock the skirmishers reported that-the -
enemy was throwing down fences, as if making ready to
charge. At 4 o'clock a double line of rebel skirmishes was
seen to advance from the woods in front of Breckinridge’s -
" Position and move across the fields. Behind them came - -1
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O A R ' the fight, and the Eighty-sixth with its brigade and Eimmo:,,w
, . camped on the field. ‘ ‘ e
. Lieutenant Colonel Charles D. Bailey, of the ZF»& Nmb,w.,
“tucky, in some recollections of this famous battle printeq ip 3
e already doo: “the Cincinnati Commercial Gazette, of January 6, 1889, aftep -»
Y decimated giving a vivid account of the part taken by the First brie. .

ade, composed of the Ninth and Eleventh Kentucky, ﬂwm
Nineteenth Ohio, and the Seventy-ninth Indiana, makes Some
comments which will be read with interest. Colonel wgumw
at that time was the Adjutant of the Ninth and will be re.
membered as a most handsome and gallant officer, angd as

courteous as he was brave. He writes: '

INDIANA <obdmemmwm.

»&«%h‘clm?aum of infantry, gnq ?.d. 7

i . y 4l eca i
ebel right wing was bearing down op awc atnent that the
anks Of the Third divisjoy,
- mEm,gdWwwmm heavy lineg of battle
three ranks, six mep mmmwlaym moto s
Py el 0 .
B \mum ‘.gm.u.mm..mwa\m column ]agi %Mwwwwwowrum the first
S panied this Imposing magg, 3
2 order. They came

e ‘batteries accom-

: 453t came down id

on with steady step anq even Ma%%mm”ﬂ.%

n Mom.umna. flung themselveg forward mmhm.mbma 2
~ Mm. Strength wag Overwhelming. 1p g .

. :umum € gave Way, and the reserve consist.

. § of the Firgt brigade, the Nineteenth

“ From the beginning of the enemy’s advance until his shattereg
columns regained the cover of the woods from which they had emergeq
covered a period of forty-five minutes—a segment of time trowded wity “
all that goes to constitute war jn its most terrible aspect. In that brief
space some three thousand men were killed and wounded, .waoxmnmmmo
losing two thousand and the Union army about half that number, -
There was some criticism at the time of the battle fthe spirit of which
has been somewhat crystalized in history, that VanCleve’s division did
not make the resistance it should against Breckinridge’s onslaught,
While losses are not an infallible indication of the fierceness of a fight
-.or the bravery of those engaged, they do show the degree of exposure, |
and judged by this test VanCleve's division at least did not give ground
before it was vigorously assailed. Its loss in the series of engagements
aggregated 1,530, an average of a fraction over 117 to each of its regi-
ments. * * The division was simply run over by an overwhelming
force specially organized for that object, and the redeeming feature was

(=]

enemy, however, recejyeq m,wmmmw_.‘wmmm Position;” The
" from the Eighty-sixth and Forty -four

1 teenth Ohio, Byt Genera] Rosecrans w

50 near that the men coylg be

‘before {he volleys, . >€.5een to topple over separately,

. Wﬁémw@. wauo foremost ranks r
s But here they i, :
. pped—it e :
»wTBo:nw of a volcano, ) as li
.1irmed back on their path, clos

~.. Vision whjc] :
" divisions op o4 allied, together i

the gallant advance and desperate resistance of the three reserve regi-
ments, and the fact that they did advance and make the fight they did was .
no inconsiderable factor in the ultimate defeat of the rebel plan, * * In_ 4

many respects the assault of Breckinridge on that day bore a striking &

P

resemblance to the famous charge of Pickett at Gettysburg, six months
and one day later, and with the possible exception of numbers engaged
and the stake at issue, is as much entitled to National recognition as
the later event. Like Pickett’s, the failure of Breckinridge was fatal
to the assaulting army, with whom in each case the first day’s successes
had been of a nature to promise great results. Like Lee, Bragg with-
drew after this bloody repulse, and what up to that moment had been s
drawn battle with the odds in favor of the Confederates, by the result of

. 4 ~_ . . .
this one movement became a Union victory.”

Lieutenant Colonel George F. Dick in his report of the.
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"movement of the regim . and 24 dgoc nu.
So . glment on the 1g¢ and 2d days of Jany.
. ary, says: ’ e = .
.W%..Hv A * . ’ ‘H,ﬂw v»; e S -
% “On the following morning, Ema:nw% 1), we were marcheg m,oBm_:.Hw‘.‘;w.‘

7 mile and a half across Stone'’s River to the fropt ‘and

" pattle early in the day, where we skirmisheg ,s:“w th g
lying on ourarms at night, The next day we oon:iamw

skirmishing with the enemy till 3 p, p,

laced in- line of

nately for some time, when they were forced to ield

bers, and fell back, whep our regiment fe]] cm.ww to the hj i

N—.ozcm., near a house on the hill, some hundred rogs 1, :Mw

... we again made g stand, agaip rallied with other trog il
; enemy :".oE the maam retaking ang ro_&um our EN.EMW

, ear, where
y and drove the
. Position,” )
4~ The reportsof Lieutenant Colonel Aldrich W.&.. the Forty.
. mo:.lu F%mc@..dﬁ Major Dwight Jarvig, % am.qu.ri. g E‘
Ow:oy and of Lieutenant Colonel William Howard mev
. Fifty-ninth Ohio, are Substantially the same andonc v M
the report of Lieutenant (olope] uamﬁo%%ﬁgm st

brigade Commander, makeg Special mentijop of 2 number of
officers and men fop .aum:. conspicuong commendable conduct
throughout the trying ordes] of the me% dm@.m, fighti

and color bearerg Benjamin Trullinger ‘and ZNMM%NOMmP.
- berry, who were both shot down the firsf illed in iy <

In his repor
Hmm.«..m that he fought the battle of Stone’s Kivap w=ir, -
o £ forces: Infantry, g7 gy o S CAVEr W
3.200. Total, 43 400, 3pie 10 Atillery,

) F:om. 100: enlisted mep killeq, 1,630, officers Wwounded, 405-

Mc%mnmm men wounded, 7,397, officers Captured, 44.
,mxwa WEMM..@Q, 3,673. mvoizw an mm.mwmwﬁm, loss of 13 .

oro.m e oM M%WM@QE%:MMW% had 15 per cent. advantage ip E,m

: g an owledge of th

; “ € country, and he ec.
. mates Brage’s Strength at go 720 men,” Qp the oou%mww )

first stantly <

\

I3
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~ General Bragg reported to the Confederate War Departmen -
that his aggregate effective strength was 387,712, EoE&Pm
" infantry, artillery and cavalry. If this be correct, and. there
is no reason to doubt it, the two Opposing armies in point of
.. Dumbers were pretty equally matched. He reports his
~ losses as follows: Officers killed, 123; enlisted men killeq,
1,171; officers wounded, 659; enlisted men wounded, 7,286;
officers captured, 46; enlisted men captured, 981. mwosﬂgm
an aggregate loss of 10,266. Bragg estimated Rosecrang’
strength to be 70,000 men. Healso estimates Rosecrans’ killeg
at 3,000, his wounded at 16,000 and claimed to have captureqd
_ 6,278 prisoners, making a total loss of 25,273. All of which
" goes to show that in a guessing contest it is not safe to rely
on the estimates of the adversary, Wild as Rosecrans wag
of the strength and losses of Bragg, he is still nearer the
_mark than Bragg was in estimating the/strength and losses
of Rosecrans. It is but fair to say that the Union losges
were greater than the Confederate losses, Bragg’s loss was
__the greater in killed and wounded, while Rosecrans' loss was
_ the greater in missing or captured. Rosecrans’ army was so
* disabled that it could not make an effective pursuit. But
this does not change the facts of history that the battle of
Stone’s River, was lost by Bragg and won by Rosecrans.
By changing his plan of battle from the offensive to the
v defensive Rosecrans held Bragg’s at first victorious columns
. 7in check,'and actually turned defeat into victory; and if he
did not, like Alexander enter Babylon, ‘“the oldest seat of
- earthly empire,” he did with the Army of the Cumberland,
~ enter Murfreesboro, and what was left of the Eighty-sixth
Indiana regiment was a part of that victorious army. Who
among those that participated in the stirring scenes of that
battle have forgotten the story? Oh, what a story it is!
There is no orator’s tongue that can tell it, no painter’s
S brush that can depict it, a story of devotion to country and
T to liberty, to law and to order, that shall godown in history
v al side by side with the heroic deeds of ancient and modern
times. In song and story, and marble tablet, in statues of
brass and bronze, the story of Stone's River will be told for
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e Next morning, J anuary 1, they were placed aboard plat-
ficers and guards the prisoners were marched thy \
battle-field over which the “Right Wing »
And what a field it wag!
the shattereq trees, the fields and w.
horses, broken artillery wagons, and deaq . .
looked as if a]] the forceg 3 . menced falling which but added to the discomforts of travel
- been striving for mastery in the fearfy] wreck. By e
. ‘they reacheq the Frankj
collected, ang they were g
. tion of Murfreesbore,
River Crossing they were
S0on again on the way,
Upon arriving at the city
Yard which wag then encloseq Wwith a stone fence.
Continued to arrive until Emwﬂm:u and it w

’ Hq . - - ¥ ;

‘ 1 . " excitement of the day began to subside did they realize theiy -

" all the ages, for Liberty will not forget her children until loneliness. That night was spent in n.vo court wgwmm wmﬁ,nn
piberty herself shall die . B with neither fire nor food, and having been relieveq of
| | nches, blankets and overcoats by rebel officers whe ~.:5 2
o P ngarmw&mnm in the court house, there was much msmmew
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— e . cold and hunger. o
: g?vmwwﬂwuw came mbma they were transferred to mu. old mil]
, o ‘ in the southern part of the city, where they remaineq dur-.
) ) o ing the day, which was New Years, 1863. That _oﬁm colq -.
- CHAPTER L : . f extreme distress. At sunset, the Prisonerg
. : b . . day was oﬂm% a%ﬁo:o& town and quartered in an old Schoo)
WITHIN OOZ@EUE@»».HH LINES. : : ”%MM@JMMG%?WS momu the first time since their wmwgam they
. ’ o , : . Is of flour wep
A Trip Through Dixie—From Murfreesboro g Chattanocoga—To Atlarfta anq B were permitted to have fire. Several UNH&MM an HOOOT&U@
Montgomery—From There to Richmond—1y Libby Prison—How the Dayg - . d divided among the men, each m g
Were mvau?‘wo_nwmg on Parole and Finally Exchanged. , HOE@& m an

about a pint. Lucky were the men who wmm cups MH <%mm£m

- of any kind to store it. Water was furnished, an .mw o%mr ;

was made- on any kind of a board that o.ocE be ?M. ed up -
regardless of its cleanliness or uncleanliness. This soft

As has beep stated the Eighty-sixth had ninety-nine . .
mén captured on the 31st day of December, the firgt day’s = -
battle of Stone’s River, They were taken in squads of from
two to a half dozen while ipn the effort

to rejoin the main “ 7" mass was wound around sticks wca.w&m .NWHNMMGNM%HHWMW%
. et . . 3 e .- = o
body of the regiment, which had fallen bacj from that fate. . bake. It required no appetizer to QM%M more.  While the
ful fence. The wep formed columns of the enemy hag " paste, but like Oliver Twist, @Mw@% sn,:_bmown of the prisoners,
passed over them anq they were generally taken ip charge - ~ fire contributed somewhat to the c
by stragglers, who D0 doubt claimeq

yet the night spent here was one of sleepless unrest.
In charge of of.

ough the ~. form cars headed in the direction of Chattanooga. The
had been driven, B

- weather was cold, and being without blankets or o<wwoc%nw.

- hi i e-of abso-

b P oghed and trampled earth, the ride was anything cﬁ.?mmmwur in mwhw M<MM %:m oo,
7o0s strewn with dead lute discomfort. The train reached Chattanoog

and dying men, . . o'clock in the morning. In the meantime rain had co :
of earth and heaven ang hell hag .

the time . B ... ing on a gravel train. The prisoners were Bmaowmw.. oﬁwwwm ,
in pike Several hundred hag been S banks of the Tennessee river under @m mwwb.odm Mma They ‘
tarted on double quick ip the direc- | o Mountain, afterwards the scene of Emaodo._yw 9.: wn whon
When they wm@ormm the Stone's ‘Smbamw@m around in thedark and the rain unti ﬁ.w.%dam w,n fires
granted a breathing spell, but were axes were furnished, and it was not long mcwH 30% on the

: . . blazed up from the logs cut from trees whic .ﬁ.m omised
o ‘ ground, around which the men huddled awaiting p

" dur i s the
Prisoners - and expected rations, during the entire mm,%. Just mm

as not until the
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...mmEanum were going to roost—there were none there, how-
£ gver—wagons, with unsifted corn meal and sugar, drove up,

and these two articles were distributed. A load of spiders—
old-fashioned pot metal skillets—were thrown off, and in a
driving rain the men prepared the corn meal for use. Before
_the baking was doue orders were received to march immed-
) jately. Confederate orders, like Federal orders, were not at
all times promptly executed, so it was not, until 3 o’clock in
‘the morning when the lines were formed and the prisoners
under guard started for the Atlanta depot. This time they
were placed aboard box cars, The cars were of the most
miserable description, for freight and cattle. The men were
packed so close that they could neither sit nor stand with
any comfort. They slept somewhat after the style of sar-
dines in a box, though not so soundly. With fifty or sixty
human beings crowded into so small a Space, carpeted as the

. cars were, the atmosphere soon became stifling. By the time
~“the train reached Atlanta, 138 miles south of Chattanoogsa,

which was the evening of the next day, those cars had all
the appearance of 'having passed through the cedar wEowﬁ.m
at Stone’s River. At Atlanta the prisoners bivouacKed in an
open lot, and each man received a smal] loaf of light bread.

From Atlanta they were taken to West Point, and from
there to Montgomery, Alabama, 172 miles southwest. With-
out so much as changing cars the engine was hooked on to
the rear end of the train and started back. Arriving at- At-
lanta a camp was established two miles from the city. The
men were divided into companies of ninety, and an orderly
sergeant -appointed for each company. Surgeons passed

. through the camp looking after the sick, prescribing for
The stay here,

some and sending others to the hospital.
however, was short, ag orders came to march. At nightfall
the men fell in line and marched tq the depot where cattle
trains were in waiting to take them, they knew not where.
Daylight on the morning of January 11, found them at
Dalton, one hundred miles north of Atlanta. At this point

‘the road forks, one line leading to Chattanooga and the other .

through East Tennessee to Richmond. Over which the men

“of Union cavalry and had made a raid through Kast Tenneg. -

-confined several thousand, though they had free access to all
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would be sent was the question of the hour. Whep the ¢,
“pulled out over the East Tennessee and Virginia, railrg
knew that their destination was determined, m:nmm%. Jay
uary 11, was passed in Knoxville. Here as well g w:.
along through East Tennessece the loyalty of the people Wag
plainly evident, as was shown in numerous instanceg, o=“w,...
the 12th the train bearing the prisoners reached the Way.

tauga river where the bridge had been burneq by Colone) %
Carter a few weeks before, Colonel Carter commanded g force

ad g)) '8

see destroying the bridges over the Wautauga and mamaﬁu
rivers. This was a part of the plan of Geners] Rosecr
to prevent re-enforcements for Bragg from Richmong. Atthe 2
Wautauga the prisoners disembarked, waded the river and 3
marched nine miles, the distance between the two rivers,
After wading the cold waters of the Holstein, nearly up 1o 4

their necks, and waiting perhaps two hours a train pulled jp- g

to carry the men “on tg Richmond.”

On the EQ.EPW of January 16, the train arrived at the
capital of the Confederate States. The ?:monmwm wera
marched across James river, up through the city, amid the
taunts and jeers of the throngs that lined the sidewalks,
Finally they stood outside the walls of the we]] known ware. -
house used in times of peace by Libby & Son, whose sign
was still suspended above the door, and gave a name to this -
prison. which will endure for generations. They were as. -
signed to one of the rooms in this large building where were

the rooms. The windows were secured by iron bars, such
as adorn prison cells. The building was surrounded by sen-

aumw«mﬁévomm beats were on the bavement below. No ope =
was allowed to put his head close enough to the bars to look=+ .,.,

down -on the street, under penalty of being shot. The
rations issued to the men consisted of the half of g very
small loaf of light bread, and a small Piece of tainted meat
from cow or horse or mule, uovom% knew which, on one day
and the broth from thig meat, thickened with rice and some’
times with beans, the next day. - This, once g day, consti-



“=: . Ohio, traveling : , .
: Pennsylvania-railroad. After a stay of two weeks here they
-were sent to Indianapolis-and assigned quarters at Camp

T
.

: f

“juted the rations while in Libby prison. What they Hmowo,m._..

= ‘peing abundantly able to sustain life, Here the prisoners
= n,m@owam intimately acquainted with a friend which stuck

_ closer than a brother. Twice or oftener each day he helped

them by his presence to while away a portion of the long
“ dreary hours, and they even took off their clothing to catch i
sight of him. The time was spent day after day in such

_ diversions as usually engage soldiers in camp. Many whiled
%, the hours in repining, and every day some one or more were _

=~ {ransferred to the hospital, located elsewhere, many of whom

=" gied. Oldletters from home were read and reread. Scraps |

of newspapers and stray leaves from old books were perused
“until worn out. The roll was called twice a day by a ser-

==° - geant who was attended by a strong guard well armed. And
~ thus the days passed. Prayer meetings were held every day,
- and the fervent invocations that were offered doubtless

proved effectual. At 3 o’clock on the morning of January
29, all except commissioned officers filed out of .bﬂcd%\vﬁmou
for th burg depot not knowing whither they were
) ,cosum.M When the train started in the direction of City.
Point from Petersburg all knew that their prison days were
numbered. At City Point they were paroled. Flags of truce
boats were in waiting. They were taken down the James

and up the Chesapeake to Annapolis where a parole camp
‘had E@Eiﬁm@. They remained at this camp six we

his camp s1x weeks,
whell they were transferred

to Camp Chase, near Columbus,
altimore_apd thence over the

Carrington, where seven months before they had been mus-
tered in and then known as Camp Murphy. An eight days’
furlough was granted the men to go to their homeés. -

Thus terminated the prison experience of the men who

were captured at Stone’s River, an experience brief and mild
compared with the months of sufferings endured by those
who were in captivity afterwards, but an experience fraught
_ With extreme hunger, pinching cold and almost unendurableé

:
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: . hardships. The story of rebel prison pens is one SEQM__

-~ tims were duly exchanged, and by the 30th of May had ap

. On the night of January 3, 1863, General Bragg evacu- -

"7 "had, lost, in killed and wounded, nearly nine thousand men,
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* every true lover of his country might well wish were nevyey.
- written, but it is a part of human history, and as nearly T
-hundred men of the Eighty-sixth had a slight personal oha
Sl perience it is here given. Those who survived and were

S . . not’
- physically disabled by the cruelties of which they were ot

vig-

- rejoined their regiment, and shared in its marches and bivoy. -

- acs, its skirmishes and battles, until its muster-out more than

two years later.

_ CHAPTER XIIL

STONE'S RIVER TO CHICKAMAUGA.

e Bix Months at Z:..mwcmmgqolcssu Life—How The H_mﬂm Was Employed—The Long -
i mow.w >.= Absolute Necessity—The Eighty-sixth Receives Really Its First

: Military Instruction—Punishment of a Deserter—A Piece of Somber Romance
—Other Incidents—March to McMinnville. .

. ated Murfreesboro. -He commenced the movement stealthily -
" at 11 o’clock, gathering up his men and guns so cautiously "
that it was not known that he was gone until broad day-light
next morning. He was in Shelbyyille, thirty miles away, by
noon on Sunday, the 4th. The facts are that General Rose-

‘.‘Mhn.mz.ﬁm, army was not in a condition to make an effective pur-
v«mz; While the battle resulted in a victory for the Union
--- army, it was a victory dearly bought. General Rosecrans

~besides over three thousand prisoners, nearly a third of his -

_ effective strength. He had lost, in addition, fifty pieces of

_artillery, and over five hundred and fifty artillery horses, so

. that farther pursuit was not only inadvisable but impossible. - .
Bragg retired so hastily as to leave 2,600 of his sick and

wounded with 200 medical and other attendants. In fact

td




