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Section 2.10 – Camping and Food Storage 

(a) The sites and areas listed below have been designated for camping activities.  Permits must be 
obtained for all camping.  Certain restrictions and terms for campground use and camping activity 
apply.  General terms for campground use and camping activities are listed below; specific 
conditions for each campground’s use are posted on site, or available upon request.    

Designated Campgrounds: 
 

Atwell Mill  (Mineral King) 
Azalea  (Grant Grove) 
Buckeye Flat  (Ash Mountain) 
Canyon View  (Cedar Grove) 
Cold Spring   (Mineral King) 
Crystal Spring  (Grant Grove) 
Dorst Creek  (Lodgepole) 
Lodgepole  (Lodgepole) 
Moraine  (Cedar Grove) 
Potwisha  (Ash Mountain) 
Sentinel  (Cedar Grove) 
Sheep Creek  (Cedar Grove) 
South Fork  (Ash Mountain) 
Sunset  (Grant Grove) 
 

Camping in designated campgrounds is limited to 30 days total during the calendar year, with no more 
than 14 days falling between June 14th and September 14th.  

Expanded amenity fees, if applicable, shall be paid immediately upon arrival. 

Occupancy shall not exceed the limits posted in each campground. 

Check-out time is 12:00pm (noon). 

 
Wilderness Camping: 
 
All persons remaining overnight in wilderness areas must have in their possession a valid Wilderness Use 
Permit.  This permit shall also serve as a valid campfire permit.  (See also §2.13 – Fires.)  Minimum Impact 
Requirements constitute the terms and conditions of the permit; violation of such terms and conditions is 
prohibited and subject to fine or criminal charges.  (See also Attachment 4: 2010 SEKI Minimum Impact 
Requirements.) 
 
Camping in the following areas is restricted to designated sites: 

Bearpaw Meadow 

Emerald Lake Basin  

Paradise Valley 

Pear Lake Basin 

Upper & Lower Funston Meadow – stock users only 
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Camping in the following areas is restricted as noted: 

Heather and Aster Lakes Basin ...... Closed to all camping. 

Bullfrog Lakes ................................ Closed to all camping within ¼ mile of the lake or ponds. 

Charlotte Lake .............................. Two (2) night camping limit. 

Eagle Lake  .................................... No camping between the trail and the lake. 

Hamilton Lakes ............................. Two (2) night camping limit. 

Hockett Meadow  ......................... No camping between the trail and Whitman Creek. 

Kearsarge Lakes  ........................... Two (2) night camping limit. 

Little Clare Lake ............................ No camping within 100 feet of lake. 

Mosquito Lake #1  ........................ Closed to all camping within ¼ mile of the lake. 

Paradise Valley  ............................. Two (2) night camping limit within the valley. 

Rae Lakes  ..................................... Two (2) nights per lake. 

Redwood Canyon  ........................ Ten (10) person, two (2) night limit. 

Timberline Lake ............................. Closed to all camping. 
 
A Wilderness Use Permit is required when taking stock into non-developed areas overnight.  The 
additional terms and conditions of overnight stock use may be found in 2010 SEKI Stock Use and 
Grazing Regulations.  [See Addendum.] 
 
The maximum number of people allowed per camping party in SEKI wilderness areas is fifteen (15). 
Parties with separate wilderness permits, but sharing the same affiliation (school, church, club, scout group, 
family, friends, etc. or any combination thereof) may not travel or camp within one half (0.5) mile of each 
other if the total number of people exceeds fifteen. 
 
The maximum number of stock allowed per camping party in SEKI wilderness areas is twenty (20).  
Some meadows have more restrictive limits.  Parties with separate wilderness permits, but sharing the same 
affiliation (school, church, club, scout group, family, friends, etc. or any combination thereof) may not 
travel or camp within one-half (0.5) mile of each other if the total number of stock exceeds either the 
twenty head limit or a more restrictive meadow limit. 
 
No person shall camp within SEKI wilderness areas for a period greater than 21 consecutive nights 
or for a cumulative total in excess of 63 days in any calendar year.  Additionally, no person shall camp 
in the same location, within ¼ mile radius, for more than 14 consecutive nights.  The posting of signs may 
further restrict overnight occupancy in certain wilderness areas.  All persons shall obey such restrictions. 
 
Table 2.10 displays Wilderness Sequoia Groves and their camping and wood fire restrictions.  (Non-
wood fires are not permitted.) 

Table 2.10 - Wilderness Sequoia Groves 

Grove Camping Wood Fires  Grove Camping Wood Fires 
Big Springs    Horse Creek   
Cahoon Creek     Muir   
Castle Creek     Oriole Lake   
Cedar Flat     Pine Ridge   
Dennison    Redwood Canyon   
Devils Canyon    Redwood Meadow   
Dillonwood    Redwood Mountain   
East Fork    Skagway   
Eden Creek    South Fork   
Garfield    Suwanee   
= approved,   = prohibited 
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(b)(1)  Camping within 25 feet of a fire hydrant or main road, or within 100 feet of a flowing 
stream, river or body of water is only authorized at well-established, existing campsites.   

(d)  Conditions for the storage of food are in effect, as noted, for the following areas: 

For the purpose of the following food storage restrictions, “food items” shall be defined as food (human, pet 
and stock), food-tainted garbage and recyclables (empty cans and bottles, food wrappers, etc.), toiletries such 
as soap, toothpaste, and cosmetics, and any creams, ointments, or lotions.  Food containers, such as ice 
chests and coolers shall also be considered “food items”, unless they are completely empty and free of food 
particles.  Dirty, non-disposable tableware and cookware must be washed or stored as a food item.  

All areas of the parks: 

When food items are unattended, they must be stored as described below.  
 
Food items are the only objects that may be stored in food storage lockers, and only when the owner is 
camped in the immediate area. No food caches and/or gear caches may be stored in food storage lockers.   
 

Non-Wilderness Areas: 
 

Food items must be stored in bear-resistant food storage lockers. Exceptions include the following 
circumstances:  

• In residences and lodging, food items must be stored inside and not be visible from the exterior. 

• In hard-sided motor homes or travel trailers that contain built-in refrigerators, food items must 
be stored inside and not be visible from the exterior.  Vehicle doors and windows must be closed and 
shades must be drawn when the vehicle is not occupied.  Food items may not be stored in soft-topped 
vehicles.  

• In areas where food storage lockers are not provided, food items must be stored inside a vehicle 
trunk or, if the vehicle has no trunk, must be placed as low in the vehicle as possible and not be visible 
from the exterior.  Vehicle doors and windows must be closed. 

 
 
Wilderness Areas: 
 
 Food items must be stored in one of the following ways, in descending order of preference: 

• In a pannier, steel drum with a locking metal lid, or a portable bear-resistant food storage container 
that is allowed by NPS for use in the Parks.  (See Attachment 6: 2010 SEKI Allowed Food Storage 
Containers for Use.  Note: listed panniers or canisters may be disallowed at any time due to failures in 
the field.) 

• In a bear-resistant food storage locker. 
• Suspended at least twelve (12) feet above the ground and ten (10) feet horizontally from a tree trunk, 

or other vertical support, using the SEKI counterbalance technique. (See 
www.nps.gov/seki/planyourvisit/bearhang.htm  for instructions.) 

 
 
Backpackers camping above treeline and parties using stock are exempt from this requirement, provided that 
a human, alert guard is maintained to safeguard food items. 
 
 
Specified Restricted Wilderness Areas: 
 
Within the wilderness area bordered by the following landmarks: Sawmill Pass and the Woods 
Creek drainage on the north, Forester Pass and the Kings/Kern Divide on the south, the Sierra Crest 
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on the east, and Cedar Grove, South Fork of the Kings River, and Sphinx Crest on the west.  (All 
trail corridors and cross-country routes within the area are included in this restriction.) 
 
Within the Dusy Basin wilderness areas including all camp areas from Bishop Pass to the junction 
with the John Muir Trail in LeConte Canyon and all cross-country areas in Dusy Basin and Palisades 
Basin.  
 
Within the Rock Creek wilderness areas of Sequoia National Park including all camp areas in the 
Rock Creek drainage, including Miter Basin, Soldier Lake, Siberian Outpost and Rock Creek proper. 
Specifically, the area is defined as areas (including cross country routes) in the Rock Creek drainage 
west of Cottonwood and New Army Passes, south of Crabtree Pass, south of Guyot Pass, and 
north-northwest of the Sequoia National Park boundary and Siberian Pass. 
 
1. From the Friday of Memorial Day weekend through October 31, all parties camping in the wilderness 

areas defined above must have SEKI allowed bear-resistant food storage containers with the capacity 
to store all food items.  This applies to all groups, regardless of party size, whether hiking on trail or 
cross-country, whether traveling with stock or receiving stock support (i.e. drop trips and/or spot trips). 
All food items must be stored in these containers when food is not being used, prepared or consumed.  
Stock parties must have SEKI allowed bear resistant panniers and/or steel drums with locking lids. 

 
2. If snow prevents access to food storage lockers in the wilderness areas defined above, the techniques 

of counterbalancing or maintaining a human, alert guard to safeguard food items may be used.  
 
3. Long distance through-hikers on the Pacific Crest Trail with a valid wilderness permit must either carry 

SEKI allowed bear-resistance food storage containers or stay at sites with food-storage lockers and 
store all garbage, scent and food times in those boxes. 

 
Food Storage restrictions apply to all persons in all areas of these parks. 



Section 2.13 – Fires 

(a)(1) The lighting or maintaining of fires is generally prohibited, except as provided for in the 
following designated areas or receptacles, and under the conditions noted: 

 

Definitions: 

Campfires are open fires (on the ground or in a container) using native fuels or charcoal, and include burn barrels, 
enclosed fireplace stands, and charcoal grills. 

 

Designated Areas:  

Developed frontcountry campgrounds and picnic areas. 

Park residential areas. 

Wilderness areas with a valid Wilderness Use Permit, except in the following areas: 

• Kings Canyon National Park above 10,000 feet elevation and Granite Basin and Redwood Canyon. 

• Kaweah River drainage above 9,000 feet elevation and Hamilton Lakes Basin, Mineral King Valley above 
the Mineral King Ranger Station, and Pinto Lake. 

• Kern River drainage above 10,400 feet elevation.  Nine Lakes Basin and Upper Big Arroyo above 10,000 
feet elevation; and Lower Crabtree Meadow on the John Muir Trail within ¼ mile of the food storage 
locker at that location. 

• Tule River drainage: Summit Lake Basin. 

 

Established Conditions for Fires: 

 

Permits to burn slash piles and/or debris may be issued to private property owners in Wilsonia and Oriole Lake, 
owners of recreational use cabins, and construction contractors on NPS lands except during periods of high to 
extreme fire danger or periods where the local air quality control district prohibits such burning.   

 

At the discretion of the Superintendent, fires may be prohibited during some periods and at specified 
locations during extreme fire conditions or when poor air quality conditions exist. 

  



36 CFR PART 1 – GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1.5 – Closures and public use limits. 

(a)(2) Specific use or activity designations, conditions, and restrictions:  

Generators may not be used in the following areas of Lodgepole and Dorst Campgrounds: sites 36- 
60 (RV’s and tents) and sites 69 – 150 (tents only) in Lodgepole; and sites 74 – 127 (tents only) in 
Dorst. 

The use of generators adds an unnatural sound to a natural setting and experience. By restricting the areas in 
which generators may be used, parties using generators and those preferring a natural ambiance will both 
have the opportunity to enjoy their park camping experience. 

 Generators may be used in Lodgepole and Dorst Campgrounds only during the following hours: 8 
a.m. – 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.; and in designated sites. 

The use of generators adds an unnatural sound to a natural setting and experience. By restricting the hours 
during which generators may be used; parties using generators and those preferring a natural ambiance will 
both receive opportunities to enjoy their park camping experience.  

 
 
36 CFR PART 2 – RESOURCE PROTECTION, PUBLIC USE AND RECREATION 

Section 2.1 – Preservation of natural, cultural, and archeological resources 

(a)(4)  Dead wood on the ground may be collected for use as fuel for campfires within the parks in 
all areas except: 

KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARK 

Above 10,000 feet elevation 

Granite Basin 

Redwood Canyon 

SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK 

Kaweah River drainage:  

- Above 9,000 feet elevation. 

- Hamilton Lakes Basin 

- Mineral King Valley above the Ranger Station 

- Pinto Lake 

Kern River drainage:  

- Above 10,400 feet elevation throughout the drainage. 

- Above 10,000 feet at Nine Lakes Basin and Big Arroyo areas. 

- At Lower Crabtree Meadow, within ¼ mile of the food storage locker. 

Tule Drainage: 

- Summit Lake Basin 

- Dillonwood Area  

Those Sequoia groves, identified in §2.10 and §2.13 of this compendium, where wood fires are prohibited. 

(See also Attachment 4: 2010 Minimum Impact Regulations.) 



2010 Minimum Impact Regulations  
CONDITIONS OF WILDERNESS PERMIT 

Preservation of wilderness values requires your personal commitment. All travelers are responsible for following these regulations.  
Wilderness permits are required for all overnight use.  

 
GENERAL REGULATIONS  
• Maximum group size is 15 people, 20 head of stock.  
• Redwood Canyon maximum group size is 10 people.  
• Off-maintained trail recommendation in 2010: 
 Maximum group size of 8 people. 
 (Note: This will likely become a Public Use Restriction 
 in 2011) 
 Affiliated groups may not travel or camp within ½ mile  
of each other if the total group size exceeds those limits  
described above. 
• Short-cutting trails is prohibited. Stay on trails to 
 reduce erosion and preserve vegetation. Do not build  
 rock  cairns or other trail markers.  
• Pets, wheeled vehicles, and motorized equipment are 
 prohibited in the wilderness. Weapons and firearms are 
 subject to state regulations. Discharge is prohibited.   
• Pack out all trash, including used toilet paper. 
 
SPECIFIC CAMPING RESTRICTIONS  
• Bearpaw Meadow: Use designated campsites only.  
• Bullfrog Lake: No camping within ¼ mile.  
• Charlotte Lake: Two night camping limit.  
• Eagle Lake: No camping between the trail and lake.  
• Emerald & Pear Lakes: Use designated campsites only.  
• Hamilton Lakes: Two night camping limit.  
• Heather & Aster Lakes: Closed to all camping.  
• Hockett Meadow: No camping between trail and 
 Whitman Creek.  
• Kearsarge Lakes: Two night camping limit.  
• Little Claire Lake: No camping within 100 ft. of the lake.  
• Mosquito Lake #1: No camping within ¼ mile.  
• Paradise Valley: Use designated sites only. Two night 
 camping limit within the valley.  
• Rae Lakes: Two night camping limit per lake. 
• Redwood Canyon: Two night camping limit.  
• Timberline Lake: Closed to all camping.  
• Upper & Lower Funston Meadow: Stock users only.  
 
SELECTING A CAMPSITE  
• Camping is not permitted within 2 miles of any trailhead. 
• Camp at least 100 ft. away from water where terrain 
 permits. Campsites must always be at least 25 ft. from 
 water.  
• Camp on durable surfaces (rock, sand, dirt, snow, etc.) 
 - never on vegetation or in meadows.  
• Do not construct rocks walls, trenches, new fire rings (or 
 add rocks), bough beds, furniture, etc.  
• Do not camp under leaning trees or dead branches. 

SANITATION  
• Bury human waste 6” deep and at least 100 ft. from trails, 
 camps, and all water sources. Pack out used toilet paper.  
• Never wash directly in a water source - clothes, dishes  or 
 yourself.  Carry water 100 ft. from the source before 
 washing. Since biodegradable soap pollutes, use and 
 dispose of it away from water sources.  
• We recommend that you treat or filter all water.  
• Wash your hands often. Most wilderness illnesses are 
 attributable to poor hygiene.  
 
FOOD STORAGE REGULATIONS  
It is your responsibility to prevent bears and other wildlife 
from obtaining your food.  These parks are strongly 
recommending that all campers carry all food, garbage, and 
toiletries in a park-allowed bear-resistant food-storage 
container (canister or pannier). Food items are defined as food 
(human, pet, and stock), food-tainted garbage and recyclables 
(empty cans and bottles, food wrappers, etc.), toiletries such as 
soap, toothpaste, and cosmetics, and any creams, ointments, or 
lotions. Food containers such as ice chests and coolers shall 
also be considered “food items”, unless they are completely 
empty and free of food particles. Dirty, non-disposable 
tableware and cookware must be washed or stored as a food 
item.   
• Remove all food items from your car and store in the food 
 storage lockers at the trailhead. 
• All food items must be stored properly at all times 
 unless they are being used, prepared or consumed. 
 Proper storage methods include bear canisters 
 (recommended as the best option), food storage 
 lockers, and using the counter-balance technique to hang 
 your food items. 
• Portable park-allowed bear-resistant canisters are required 
 in some areas (Rae Lakes Loop, Dusy Basin/Bishop Pass 
 Corridor, the Rock Creek Drainage and many Inyo 
 National Forest trails). They are highly recommended  on 
 any trip and a necessity if camping in an area without 
 adequate trees or food storage lockers. 
• Some popular campsites (over 50 locations) have food 
 storage lockers. Ask the permit issuer for the specific 
 locations along your intended route. 
• Food storage lockers are for immediate on-site use only. 
 Caching food or gear within them is prohibited. 
• Report wildlife-related injuries, property damage, or 
 unusual encounters to a ranger (in person or by phone).  



CAMPFIRE REGULATIONS  
• Use ONLY existing fire rings. Do not build new ones  
 or add rocks to existing fire rings. 
• Use ONLY dead wood found on the ground. Do not 
 chop live vegetation or remove dead branches from 
 standing trees. Down and dead wood has ecological 
 value. It provides habitat for many plants and animals  
 as well as providing needed nutrients for soil and plant 
 life. Please use it sparingly. 
• Fires MUST ALWAYS be attended. 
• Pack out plastic and foil - plastics emit toxic gases and  
 foil does not fully burn. 
• Put out fires with WATER ½ hour before leaving and  
 stir the ashes. Do not use dirt to put out fires. 
• During times of high fire danger, additional campfire 
 restrictions may be implemented. 
 
KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARK  
No campfires at the following locations:  
• Above 10,000 ft. elevation  
• Granite Basin  
• Redwood Canyon  
 
SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK  
No campfires at the following locations:  
 
Kaweah River Drainage  
• Above 9,000 ft. elevation  
• Hamilton Lakes Basin  
• Mineral King Valley above the Ranger Station  
• Pinto Lake  
 
Kern River Drainage  
• Above 10,400 ft. elevation  
• Above 10,000 ft. elevation at these specific locations :  
         -Nine Lakes Basin & Big Arroyo areas 
       -At Lower Crabtree Meadow, within ¼ mile of the  
         food storage locker 
 
Tule River Drainage  
• Summit Lake Basin  
• Dillonwood Area  

FISHING REGULATIONS  
California fishing license is required. State regulations apply 
above 9,000 ft. elevation. Below 9,000 ft. elevation, native 
species (rainbow trout, Sacramento sucker, Kern rainbow, 
sculpin, and roach) must be released and only artificial lures 
or barbless hooks may be used.  
 
SEARCH AND RESCUE POLICY  
Search and rescue actions are conducted on a discretionary 
basis. The level and necessity of the response is determined 
through evaluation of the situation by field personnel. 
Rescuer safety is ALWAYS our first priority. These parks 
expect visitors to exhibit a high degree of self-reliance and 
responsibility for their own safety commensurate with the 
difficulty of their chosen activities; that is, the higher risk the 
activity, the more you need to be prepared for dealing with 
emergency situations.   
 
If you choose to carry a hand-held electronic signaling 
device, be familiar with its operation and limitations. Do not 
rely on it to summon rescue personnel. 
 
If you find yourself in a true emergency, and have exhausted 
all means of self-rescue/help, contact a ranger in the field, or 
call Park Dispatch at 559-565-3195 with a cell (signals are 
inconsistent) or satellite phone. However you make contact, 
be sure to provide clear, concise information regarding the 
nature & exact location of the problem or injury, and the 
number of people involved. Be aware that help may be 
several days out, and your best preparation is to be ready to 
help yourself.  
 
I have read and assure that all party members will comply 
with the conditions set forth.  
 
Group Leader Signature:  
 
___________________________ date ___________ 
 
NPS/USFS Permit Issuer Signature: 

 
 

___________________________ date ___________ 

  
WILDERNESS INFORMATION 

Feel free to contact us after your trip to report conditions or ask questions. 
 

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks 
Wilderness Office 

47050 Generals Hwy #60 
Three Rivers, CA 93271 

559-565-3766 
559-565-4239 (fax) 

www.nps.gov/seki/planyourvisit/wilderness.htm 
 

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™  
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