Lesson 1: Roosevelt’s Corollary

Lesson Objective: Students will investigate expanding American influence in the Caribbean and
Latin America through the Roosevelt Corollary.

Historic Overview:

In the early 1900s Roosevelt grew concerned that a crisis between Venezuela and its creditors
could spark an invasion of that nation by European powers. The Roosevelt Corollary of
December 1904 stated that the United States would intervene as a last resort to ensure that
other nations in the Western Hemisphere fulfilled their obligations to international creditors, and
did not violate the rights of the United States or invite “foreign aggression to the detriment of the
entire body of American nations.” As the corollary worked out in practice, the United States
increasingly used military force to restore internal stability to nations in the region. Roosevelt
declared that the United States might “exercise international police power in ‘flagrant cases of
such wrongdoing or impotence.” Over the long term the corollary had little to do with relations
between the Western Hemisphere and Europe, but it did serve as justification for U.S.
intervention in Cuba, Nicaragua, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic. (Source: Department of
State)

e Students will investigate four aspects of the Roosevelt Corollary.

o Social Attributes: How was it accepted in the United States? How did the citizens
of the United States react to Roosevelt’s proposal?

o Historic Attributes: How do historians view the Roosevelt Corollary today? Do
they believe it was a positive or negative attribute to world society?

o International: How did others outside of the United States see the Corollary? Did
they think it would benefit them or hinder their countries expansion?

o Cultural Attributes: How has the Roosevelt Corollary affected our culture today?

Lesson Breakdown:

e Have the students pick numbers 1-4 out of a bin (if you have more students you may
adjust the numbers) MAKE SURE EACH NUMBER HAS A LETTER FOR LATER!

e Once they have their numbers, have them go to their portion of the room and begin
investigating the documents/”artifacts” that you have printed from them (you also may
use a computer for this portion)

e Each document will attribute to ONE of the FOUR themes we are discovering



Using the worksheet provided, the students will investigate their portion of the task.
Once the students are finished, have them look at for their letter (already given) and
group them up with letter. This will allow them to discuss the importance of their artifact
to the theme.

e When finished have them fill out a graphic organizer together as a class to collect all the
importance of the documents.

Documents/Artifacts:

e Historical: Walter Lafeber, Historian. Interview:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/interview/tr-lafeber/

e A Message From the President of the United States; 1904:
http://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/Research/Digital-Library/Record.aspx?liblID=028
6141&f=%2fen%2fSearch.aspx%3fsearchterms%3dThe%2520Roosevelt%2520Corollar
y

e Culturally: Puck; December 4, 1904:
http://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/en/Blog/2010/December/06-Expanding-the-Monr
oe-Doctrine.aspx

e |Internationally: Venezuela Debt Crisis:
http://www.theodoreroosevelicenter.org/en/Learn-About-TR/TR-Encyclopedia/Foreign-Af
fairs/Venezuela-Debt-Crisis.aspx

e Socially: Rubén Dario (1867-1916): To Roosevelt, 1904;
http://public.wsu.edu/~brians/world_civ/worldcivreader/world_civ_reader_2/dario.html

e Empire, Public Goods, and the Roosevelt Corollary; Mitchener, Weidenmier, November
2003;http://eml.berkeley.edu/~webfac/olney/e211_fa03/e211-mitchener.pdf
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Name:
Roosevelt Corollary: Investigation Worksheet

Step 1

Primary or Secondary?

Is your artifact a primary or secondary source?

O Primary Source O Secondary Source

Step 2

Type of Artifact:
O Newspaper DMap DSpeech
O cartoon O bocument O Photograph

Step 3

1) Why do you think your artifact is important to our task?

2) Using evidence from your artifacts, What can it teach you about the Roosevelt
Corollary?

3) How does it differ from the others in your group? How is it similar?
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