
for the gear you'll need to bring, and for 
helpful tips and information to guide you 
on your journey. Where and when you go 
is up to you; just remember, this booklet 
is your ticket to becoming an official 

Junior Wagon Master of 
the Santa Fe Trail!

Look inside

The Santa Fe Trail Junior Wagon Master Program is a cooperative effort of
the National Park Service and the Santa Fe Trail Association.

www.nps.gov/safe/ www.SantaFeTrail.org

Can you master the Trail?

Collect all 4 Section Patches!

   
 

An Educational Activity Program 

freighter Edition 
Ages 9–11 

wagons Ho! 

Join the Wagon Train 



List of Sites
For Booklets & Patches

The following locations can supply you with any Santa Fe Trail Junior Wagon Master Program Booklet—
Cavvy (Ages 5-8), Freighter (Ages 9-11), Bullwhacker (Ages 12-14), or Scout (Ages 15 and up). Each facility’s staff
members are also ready to review any booklet for completion. When you have completed at least 8 activities in a section 
AND have had your work approved by a site, you may request a patch(es) by contacting: wagonmaster@santafetrail.org.
These sites will also have posters of the Santa Fe Trail Junior Wagon Master Program on display, for easy 
identification. For more information about the Santa Fe Trail and the Santa Fe Trail Junior Wagon Master Program 
be sure to visit the websites of the National Park Service, www.nps.gov/safe/, and the Santa Fe Trail Association, 
www.SantaFeTrail.org. The Santa Fe Trail lives on!

Just look for the Santa Fe Trail Junior Wagon Master Posters!

Eastern Terminus

Arrow Rock Historic Site 
Visitor Center

4th Street
Arrow Rock, MO 65320
Phone: (660) 837-3330
www.mostateparks.com

Missouri’s American 
Indian Cultural Center

Van Meter State Park
32146 N. Hwy. 122
Miami, MO 65344
Phone: (660) 886-7537
www.mostateparks.com

Battle of Lexington  
State Historic Site

1300 John Shea Drive
Lexington, MO 64067
Phone: (660) 259-4654
www.mostateparks.com

Historic Fort Osage
105 Osage Street
Sibley, MO 64088
(816) 650-3278
www.fortosagenhs.com

National Frontier  
Trails Center Museum

318 W. Pacific Ave. 
Independence, MO 64050
(816) 325-7575
www.frontiertrailsmuseum.org

Steamboat Arabia
400 Grand Blvd.
Kansas City, MO 64106
(816) 471-4030
www.1856.com

Mahaffie Stage Coach  
Stop and Farm

1200 East Kansas City Road
Olathe, KS 66061
(913) 971-5111
www.mahaffie.org

Central Portion

Kaw Mission Historic Site
500 N. Mission
Council Grove, KS 66846
(620) 767-5410
www.kawmission.org

Council Grove, Kansas  
Chamber of Commerce

207 W. Main Street
Council Grove, KS 66846
(620) 767-5041
www.councilgrove.com

Coronado-Quivira  
Museum

105 W. Lyon Street
Lyons, KS 67554
(620) 257-3941
www.cqmuseum.org

Santa Fe Trail Center
1349 K156 Hwy.
Larned, KS 67550
(620) 285-2054
www.santafetrailcenter.org

Fort Larned  
National Historic Site

1767 K156 Hwy.
Larned, KS 67550
(620) 285-6911
www.nps.gov/fols/

Mountain Route 
& Cimarron Route

Colorado Visitors Center
109 East Beech
Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-3483
www.colorado.com/

Colorado Welcome Center
309 Nevada Ave.
Trinidad, CO 81082
(719) 846-9512

Bent’s Old Fort
35110 Colorado Hwy 194 E
La Junta, CO 81050
(719) 383-5010
www.nps.gov/beol/

Trinidad History Museum
312 East Main Street
PO Box 377
Trinidad, CO 81082
(719) 846-7217
www.historycolorado.org/

museums/

Herzstein Memorial Museum
22 S. 2nd Street
Clayton, NM 88415
(575) 374-2977

Morton County Historical 
Society Museum

East Highway U.S. 56
PO Box 1248
Elkhart, KS 67950
(620) 697-2833
www.mtcoks.com/museum/

Fort Union  
National Monument

PO Box 127
Watrous, NM 87753
(505) 425-8025
www.nps.gov/foun/

Western Terminus

Pecos National  
Historical Park

PO Box 418
Pecos, NM 87552
(505) 757-7200
www.nps.gov/peco/

Palace of the Governors
120 Washington Ave
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505) 476-5090
www.PalaceOf TheGovernors.org

El Rancho  
de las Golondrinas

334 Los Pinos Road
Santa Fe, NM 87507
(505) 471-2261
www.golondrinas.org

 

 

 

                
                  

                    
                 
                  

                 
                 

      

Welcome! 
Glad to have you on the Santa Fe 

Trail wagon train! I’m Jake, 

by the way, the Wagon Master. 


It’s good that you happened by, 

because I’m in need of helpers 

up and down the Trail! 


After you learn about the Santa Fe 

Trail and complete the activities, 

I’ll make you an official Junior 


Wagon Master!
	 Jake 

Travel TodAy!

You will probably be traveling by car along highways and county roads. 

In the days of the Santa Fe Trail, it took the wagons pulled by draft 

animals three months to get from Franklin, Missouri, to Santa Fe, in 

Mexico, traveling along rivers and creeks, and American Indian trails.
	
Time to get you outfitted and give you a job! Read on to find out more!
	

Santa Fe Trail Junior Wagon Master Program Contributors 

Reasearch, Writing, and Activity Development: Janet Armstead, Chris Day, and Marcia Fox, Santa Fe Trail Association 

(SFTA) Education Committee Members • Select Illustrations: Diane Dickey; Coreen Kolisko, National Park Service 


• Illustrations and Activity Designs: Helen K. Kilian/Footpath Studio • Original Booklet and Patch Designs:
�
Helen K. Kilian/Footpath Studio  • Project Managers: Sharon Brown and Carol S. Clark, 


National Park Service • Project Fiscal Manager: Joanne VanCoevern, SFTA Manager
�
• Project Administrator: Linda Revello, SFTA Office Administrator • Consultant: Dr. Joyce Theirer
�



          

          

     

        

      

      

       

    

 

Ages 
9 to 11 

Explore the Past
�
The Santa Fe Trail was used from 1821 until 1880, when the first 
railroad made it to Santa Fe.  The Santa Fe National Historic Trail 
was made a part of the National Trails System as part of the National 
Park Service in 1987. The National Park Service and Santa Fe 
Trail Association worked together to create this program for you. 

You will start on the Santa Fe Trail as a Freighter. 

Since the Santa Fe Trail was a route of trade and 

commerce, freighters were responsible for hundreds 

of huge wagons pulled by oxen. Thousands of dollars 

of merchandise and army supplies were packed 

into these wagons. Freighters worked to make 

sure these goods arrive safely to their destination. 

Stay on your toes!
	

There’s more to 

do on the wagon 

train! These other 

Junior Wagon 

Master Booklets 

have something 


for everyone!
	 Ages 5 to 8 Ages 12 to 14 Ages 15 and up 

Take the Santa Fe Trail
�
When you begin your journey to become a Junior Wagon Master, you will learn the history of the Santa Fe Trail by visiting 
sites along portions of the 900-mile historic route.  You will learn to protect special places along the trail, while exploring 
where trail travelers went, and studying how they lived. 



 

 

 

   

From 1821 to 1880, the Santa Fe Trail was used for 
hauling and selling trade goods and eventually army 
supplies. A few families did travel the Trail looking for a 
new place to live, but that was not the main purpose.  

The Trail first began in Franklin, Missouri. As the 
steamboats traveled further west along the Missouri 
River, the jumping-off points or starting points also 
moved west.  Eventually railroads began to push 
westward from Missouri, which also caused changes in 
the jumping-off points. 

Between Missouri and southwestern Kansas, the Trail 
was one route. Near present-day Dodge City, Kansas, 
the Trail split into two routes. One branch went south 
crossing the Arkansas River, traveling through very dry 
country referred to as the Jornada. This part of the trail 

was called the Cimarron Route.  The other branch went 

west to the Rocky Mountains and then turned south. 

This branch was called the Mountain Route. Eventually 

the two joined near Fort Union in present-day New 

Mexico and proceeded to Santa Fe.  

Three cultures were affected by commercial trade on the 

trail. American Indians, who had lived along the route 

for centuries, had already developed trading and hunting 

trails, and now they had new people moving through 

their lands. Mexicans who lived in northern Mexico 

were isolated on the frontier and did not have a way to 

trade for manufactured goods until the trail opened in 

1821. Americans began moving west to take advantage 

of opportunities to trade along the Trail.  Life changed 

forever for all three cultures. 
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A Word of Advice

You are not expected to travel the 
entire Trail at one time. Each booklet 
has been divided into four sections: 

Eastern Terminus 
(Missouri & Kansas) 

Central Portion 
(Kansas) 

Mountain Route & Cimarron Route 
(Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma, 
& northern New Mexico) 

Western Terminus 
(Santa Fe, New Mexico, area) 

Each booklet contains the same 

background information which 

is intended to let visitors know 

the importance of the sites to 

the history of the Trail. 


Jake 

Adults accompanying younger 
children should assist them as 
they work through the booklet, 
because everybody should lend 
a hand on the Santa Fe Trail! 



 

             
              

            
                

             
            

           
              

        

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

Your Goal:

Have Fun learning history! 


To qualify for one of the Junior Wagon Master Section Patches you must complete 
a total of eight activities in a geographic section. The eight activities could be a 
combination of site tasks, Wagon Master Challenges, or side trips. Once you 
have completed those eight you will show your booklet to a staff person in one of the 
designated museums or National Park locations (see back page). This person will help 
you check your answers for completion. After your booklet is checked contact: Santa 
Fe Trail Association, 1349 K-156 Hwy, Larned, KS 67550 or info@santafetrail.org 
or call 620-285-2054 to receive your patch(es). How far on the Santa Fe Trail can 
you go? Try to collect all four Section Patches! 

Your Guide:

How to use your Booklet
�

For each location you visit in a section there are site tasks related to that place.  There are also Wagon Master Challenges 
related to the trail which can be completed as you drive from site to site or even at home. Finally, there are side trips that 
you might find interesting as you travel. If you go to one of these, take a picture to show you were at the site. 

Look for these icons to help you plan your visits to sites along the Santa Fe National Historic Trail: 

freightersmilitary mexicans 

Kepi Cap Freight Wagon for Hand Cart Eagle Feather for Trail Marker for 
for Military Anglo-American for Mexican American Indian NPS/SFTA Signs 

History Culture Culture Culture & Information
	

dar marker 

DAR
admissionlandmark 

DAR for Daughters Mountain Dollar Sign Checkmark for Site Highway Sign for 
of the American for Landmarks & for to Share Booklet for Driving Directions 
Revolution Marker Unique Terrain Admission Fees Staff Checking & Address Info 

Your Gear:

Things to bring along
�

Pocket Folder Crayons Pencils Hat Water 
Camera Blank Paper Bug Spray Sunscreen Map/GPS Locator 

mailto:info@santafetrail.org
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