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VOiceS from the Trail On Zzedc}ldSantaFle(lzilwe
jumped from water hole to water

hole across the state [of Kansas].

The Santa Fe, Oregon, and California trails The 7780 e .
proved to be both challenging and exhilarating Westport, a%‘.?;; i motion, we made Recollection of an “old time trader."
. . 71, a little tr ) ] 1
for the travelers in the caravans passing through 7 .aﬁ‘i cking village in the
rt : twilight of better times, thrown on, b
this junction along one of the Westport routes. 7 e - HHI0Y
alol ' . the farthest wave of semi-civilization
Letters and diaries are filled with adventures and ; ; 2
. > — o | upon western plains. This left, we are at
excitement, as well as stories of hardship or loss. once adrift beyo i
These are their words ‘al e ond th)e Bsocicry, The work cattle and wagons were
. alaw unto ourselves’. After a days ride collected and a camp established,
through plains fragrant with the freshest the first of May, on the j; hl: l? il
e imprint of the opening year. . . near the Santa Fe Traj] tigzreeoml';ligpmme
; wife gave birth to Richard L. wil sout i v
Arldian Ceek 0t 0. and S peror L Westport...wating the
o daughter between 12 and 1 ¢ : arrival of our freight at Kansas Ci
at 8 o’clock we rolled out agam. i S e ; b
hn Davies came through this tral S i, A
h/;g:\g([jor\nlswg\ At ij?"?gﬁ 35 3 Jfloe;e wtere twenty-six wagons, five Yokes
, ; _ = ento each, carrying about sepen

California emigrants on Jul

thousand pounds of freight each

outset everybody aboutfhe traz'n..Azi)Zie

Jilled with g0od humor. The weather

PSS was perfect, the view of the apparently
= | boundless prairie exhilarating.

iy William B. Napton traveled
. the
southern route from Westport in 1857.

[We] marched over the broad Santa Fe

road, beaten out by the caravans. ..
Dr. F. A. Wislizenus headed west on the
Santa Fe Trail, leaving Sapling Grove in 1839.

Painting by Doug Holdread
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Opening the Floodgates

The Santa Fe Trail began in 1821 when William
Becknell and a small group of men from Franklin,
Missouri, followed a route west to Santa Fe, then a
part of Mexico. This first successful trading party
quickly opened the Santa Fe Trail for many more
trading and government survey expeditions to make
the most of this new international highway of
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The

route passed here:

commerce. Yet more than trade came out of these “from 'Sallilplin% Grove’ where there From Santa Fee N.M.
.. is an excellent fountain spring & a ver i )
early expeditions — more people, new settlements, e aevre camp___Thepmg oY 0 TS G

protective forts, and cultural change came to the West. a little round on the high ridge.”
Once these floodgates were open, expansion and

settlement were inevitable, not only in the Southwest,
but also in Oregon and California.

You are standing
at this fork in the trail.
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Map, Kansas State Historical Society; surveryor's notes, Missouri Historical Society.

Courtesy of Kansas State Historical Society.
Josiah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies, 1844.
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New towns, such as Westport in 1834, By the 1840s, the Santa Fe Trail coursed pas By 1854, surveyors were in the field establishing the U.S.

protection and the establishment of forts such provided services and goods to meet the needs local Methodist, Baptist, and Friends missions Rectangular Land Survey System in anticipation of Kansas

as Fort Leavenworth, built in 1827 just 35 miles of travelers by offering outfitters, hotels, to the Shawnee Indians. Wagons bound for statehood. This 1857 map shows the fork in the Santa Fe

northwest of here. The new opportunities for grocers, and other services to those heading Oregon and California also began their trek Trail. The campsite at “Sappling Grove” was highlighted in
trade not only led more people west, but out along the trails. west on the Santa Fe Trail, passing by here. George Sibley’s 1827 government survey notes.

encouraged exploration to find the best, fastest,
most secure, and comfortable routes west.
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Library of Congress

ourtesy of Lenexa Historical Society - P From the 1850s to 1870s, t

American West — rumbled thr

The heyday of the trails had come and gone by the Strang was not only a real estate developer and

time William B. Strang Jr. platted out a residential railway entrepreneur, he was also an aviation
development in this area in 1905. To promote his real pioneer. He developed Aviation Park a couple of
estate plans and bring people out from Kansas City, miles east of here. The park gained national attention
he developed a trolley car railroad, the Missouri and during the early years of aviation with its biplane
Kansas Interurban Railway, which followed near the barnstorming exhibitions. Those aerial acrobatics
route of the Santa Fe, Oregon, and California trails took place right over the old trail routes.

from Westport to here until 1940.
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'Two Routes from Westport

The Santa Fe Trail forked into two routes as it
headed south from Westport. Along the routes
were campgrounds for trail travelers — to the
northeast of the junction was Sapling Grove
and to the southwest was a campground called
Flat Rock or Indian Creek.

Until the 1860s, these two routes out of
Westport saw traffic from Santa Fe traders,
Oregon- and California-bound emigrants,
mountain men, missionaries, gold seekers,
and the frontier military. Even the frontier
stagecoach of the early 1860s rumbled
through this trail junction heading southwest.
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~Our party which left Kansas City today, Friday, September

. 17,1858, consists of fifty-seven men and one woman. Our

traps packed in fourteen wagons hauled by oxen, and one
of the party has a mule. We drive to Indian Creek where we

make Ourﬁr‘gt Camp' David Kellogg’s journal, 1858
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Artwork by Doug Holdread



