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Surveying the Santa Fe Trail
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The first survey occurred in 1825 after passage

of influential Senator Thomas H. Benton’s
appropriation bill of $30,000 to survey what Benton
called the “highway between nations.” Led by
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“A trace leading. . .toward Santa Fe”

This citation in Brown’s field notes of this
point located nine miles and 10 chains south
of the mouth of the Kansas River (near today’s
79th Street and State Line Road) represents the
earliest official government documention of
any location on the Santa Fe Trail.

While many things have changed in the Kansas
City area since the early days of the Santa Fe
Trail, the Missouri border remains the same. In
1823, from the center of the mouth of the
Kansas River, surveyor Joseph Brown and his
crew worked south using 66-foot surveying
chains. They marked each mile point by raising
a large dirt and rock mound, charting down the
Missouri state line.

The trace that Brown found here was created
by the three wagons of William Becknell’s
second trip to Santa Fe in 1822; the first
wagons ever taken over the trail. By the 1840s
Santa Fe traders abandoned this earliest route
of the trail in the Kansas City area, favoring

a new route out of Westport that crossed the
state line about a mile north of here.

When the surveyors reached the nine mile point
south of the mouth of the Kansas River, Brown
raised a dirt mound as he had on the previous
eight mile points. Then they continued surveying
southward 10 chains (660 feet) to this place that
Brown characterized in his field notes as “to a
trace leading from Fort Osage toward Santa Fe.”

“Western boundary of State of Missouri,

cross it just 9 miles south of the mouth ) -
of the Kansas River” -
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Joseph Brown’s-1825 Santa Fe Trail field notes
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Kansas-Missouri State Line

Sibley's 1827 notes

After crossing the Little Blue River and skirting to the southeast of
the future site of Independence, the 1825 survey team crossed the
Big Blue River in today’s Swope Park and continued about five
miles west to cross the new Missouri state line here at this point
nine miles south of the mouth of the Kansas River.




