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Alternative 1

No active management of elk and
vegetation within the elk range inside the
park

Elk Population Management

e Population would fluctuate outside of natural
range of variation - 2,200 to 3,100 elk

 No active management of elk inside the park

e Hunting would continue outside the park

No redistribution
techniques to reduce
elk densities

Vegetation Management

 No active management of aspen
or willow on the primary elk

range
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Alternative 2, the Preferred Alternative

Rapid reduction of the elk population by
lethal reduction combined with
redistribution methods

Elk Population Management

- Population target - 1,200 to 1,700 elk Vegetation Management

- Year 1-4: 200 to 700 elk per year lethally

 No fencing of suitable willow
removed

habitat due to lower elk

- Year 5 - 20: 25 to 150 elk per year lethally population target
removed

e Lethal reduction by NPS staff or contractors
- Preferred Method: Noise suppressed weapons

- Additional methods: Unsuppressed “noisy”
weapons and darting followed by lethal injection

- Capture facility could be used

e Reductions could occur any time of year and in any
location

UNSUPRESSED
“NOISY”
/ WEAPONS

WOLVES

REDISTRIBUTION . (adaptive
TECHNIQUES management tool)

AVERSIVE
CONDITIONING HERDING

I /

Cracker shells; Rubber bullets; Visual devices;
People on foot; People on horseback; Dogs;
Helicopters (herding only)
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Alternative 3

Gradual reduction of the elk population
by lethal reduction combined with fences
and redistribution methods

Elk Population Management Vegetation Management

e Population target - 1,600 to 2,100 elk e Up to 860 acres of suitable

willow habitat could be fenced
- Year 1 - 20: 100 - 200 elk per year lethally due to higher elk population

e L ethal reduction by NPS staff or contractors - Temporary fences installed

commensurate with reduction
In elk population size

-Preferred Method: Noise suppressed weapons

- Additional methods: Unsuppressed “noisy”
weapons and darting followed by lethal
Injection

-No capture facility would be needed

e Reductions could occur any time of year and In
any location

EENCING UNSUPRESSED
(Willow) "NOISY”
WEAPONS

/

REDISTRIBUTION
TECHNIQUES

AVERSIVE
CONDITIONING
Cracker shells; Rubber bullets; Visual

devices; People on foot; People on
horseback; Dogs; Helicopters (herding only)

HERDING
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Alternative 4

Gradual reduction of the elk population by
lethal reduction and fertility control
combined with fences and redistribution
methods

Elk Population Management Vegetation Management

 Population target - 1,600 to 2,100 elk e Up to 860 acres of suitable

willow habitat could be fenced

due to higher elk population
-Year 1-4: Treat 400 elk per year target

-Year 5-20: Treat 200 elk per year -Temporary fences installed

-Treatment by hand injection or remote delivery commensurate with reduction in
elk population size

e Fertility control with short-term agent

-Capture facility may be used to treat and mark
elk

-Reductions could occur any time of year and In
any location

e Lethal reductions by NPS staff or contractors

-Year 1-20: Lethally remove 80 to 150 elk per
year

UNSUPRESSED
FENCING “NOISY”
(Willow) WEAPONS

AN d

REDISTRIBUTION
TECHNIQUES

/ AN

AVERSIVE HERD ING
CONDITIONING

DN e

Cracker shells; Rubber bullets; Visual devices;
People on foot; People on horseback; Dogs;
Helicopters (herding only)






