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50000 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Staley, Alexis C

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 01:46:27

Web Form

After reading the material about the pending renewal or cancellation of the Drakes Bay Oyster Company, | continue to have
mixed feelings. | can empathize with and understand where both parties are coming from. Each side has a valid argument and
legitimate support for their viewpoint. On the one hand, the Drakes Bay Oyster Company is the type of small, locally owned
business that | would rather support over huge corporations any day. The oyster farming practices of this company have been
deemed environmentally sound, and the aquaculture is providing a sustainable source of seafood to the Bay Area community.
Furthermore, this company accounts for the livelihood of the farmers and their families. In our struggling economy, farmers are
one group that is being hit the hardest yet their plight is generally overlooked by the collective consciousness. It is tragic to think
about all the jobs that will be lost when then Drakes Bay Oyster Company's permit runs out. | wondered for a moment what
would be the harm in renewing the company's permit; they are practicing sustainable farming, so the land is not being
completely destroyed, and the company's employees would not be left scrambling for a job. However, upon deeper
consideration | realized that the very existence of the Drakes Bay Oyster Company on Point Reyes land is in direct conflict with
the very purpose of establishing Wilderness land. This land is protected under the Wilderness Act, which generously allowed the
company to borrow the land for a limited time. Yet Point Reyes must ultimately remain wilderness, and by definition wilderness
areas should be as free as possible from human development and manipulation. Using this land for agriculture and private profit
robs visitors of the chance to see the only true wilderness area on the western seashore; when people come to Point Reyes they
are generally trying to reconnect with nature, not view the inner workings of an oyster farm. Furthermore, if we choose to open
up the Point Reyes Wilderness to this business, we will set a precedent that allows corporations to encroach on national
wilderness areas. In a world where every open space is being plotted on for development, we should make preserving wilderness
areas a priority. So although it is a shame to close down a source of sustainable agriculture and put people out of work, Drakes
Bay Oyster Company was aware of the limited nature of their land usage from the start. The company has profited enough from
this land, now it is time to give the land back to the public whose tax dollars are going to preserving the Point Reyes Wilderness.

50001
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 02:18:34

Web Form

| support the no action alternative

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50002 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Smith, Lynda

NRDC Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 02:29:59

Web Form

Drakes Estero is a national ecological treasure and should become a protected wilderness area. It has outstanding natural
resources, including one of California's largest harbor seal colonies and tens of thousands of shorebirds, waterfowl, native fish

and endangered species that use its wetlands, mudflats and eelgrass beds.

In the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act, Congress recognized Drakes Estero as a unique recreational and biological resource
and promised that this irreplaceable resource would formally become a wilderness area when non-conforming uses were
eliminated. Your agency permitted a commercial oyster company to grow non-native oysters and clams on 1,050 acres in
Drakes Estero for 40 years, or until 2012.

Your own draft environmental impact statement reveals the extensive damage that the existing operation has caused to Drakes
Estero and Point Reyes National Seashore's beaches. As you know, commercial operations of any kind are not permitted in
designated wilderness areas because of such damage. Further, the Park Service's Organic Act mandates protection of park
resources and values and strictly limits commercial operations.

Your approval of the proposal to extend the oyster company's permit would be contrary to the Point Reyes Wilderness Act and
would establish a dangerous precedent at a time when America's public lands and environmental laws are already under
widespread attacks in Congress and elsewhere.

We've been waiting long enough. It is time to allow that permit to expire and to honor Congress' commitment. We want our bay
back.

50003 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Malvick, Helen

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 04:51:21

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.
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Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50004 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Cosgrave, Gavin

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 05:21:35

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50005 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Schoen, Jessica

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 05:26:03

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50006 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
sni vely, kim

NRDC Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 05:38:28

Web Form

Drakes Estero is a national ecological treasure and should become a protected wilderness area. It has outstanding natural
resources, including one of California's largest harbor seal colonies and tens of thousands of shorebirds, waterfowl, native fish
and endangered species that use its wetlands, mudflats and eelgrass beds.

In the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act, Congress recognized Drakes Estero as a unique recreational and biological resource
and promised that this irreplaceable resource would formally become a wilderness area when non-conforming uses were
eliminated. Your agency permitted a commercial oyster company to grow non-native oysters and clams on 1,050 acres in
Drakes Estero for 40 years, or until 2012.

Your own draft environmental impact statement reveals the extensive damage that the existing operation has caused to Drakes
Estero and Point Reyes National Seashore's beaches. As you know, commercial operations of any kind are not permitted in
designated wilderness areas because of such damage. Further, the Park Service's Organic Act mandates protection of park
resources and values and strictly limits commercial operations.

Your approval of the proposal to extend the oyster company's permit would be contrary to the Point Reyes Wilderness Act and
would establish a dangerous precedent at a time when America's public lands and environmental laws are already under
widespread attacks in Congress and elsewhere.
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We've been waiting long enough. It is time to allow that permit to expire and to honor Congress' commitment. We want our bay
back.

50007
Folk, Kim
National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 06:51:47

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50008 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Krotz, Rachel

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 07:15:12

Web Form

I urge you to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year, as long intended. It is in the public interest to create the West Coast's
only marine wilderness for the enjoyment of all. The public has waited nearly four decades for these protections to be
implemented, which is an immense compromise in itself. Drakes Estero is a rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop
over, harbor seals give birth, and fish take shelter in eelgrass. As someone who enjoys our nation's national parks and their

wildlife, I urge you to uphold the longstanding plan to convert this very special resource to wilderness.

I urge you to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness next year and is the Environmentally Preferred
Alternative. The National Park Service is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources at Drakes Estero
and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting this park. Our national parks are set aside
for the public and for wildlife protection, and after waiting nearly 40 years for private commercial use rights to expire, it's time
to give the estuary the protection it needs. The environmental review shows that alternative "A" is best for public policy, and
best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other natural resources. Drakes Estero is our only marine wilderness on the West
Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be commercially grown elsewhere.

Please honor the promise made for a protected marine wilderness at Drakes Estero. In doing so, you will set a good policy
example and reward the public with an enduring legacy feat found nowhere else on the West Coast.

50009 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
McCormick, Michael

Western Addition Nature Group Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 07:20:13

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS."

50018 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Sheffield, Erin

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 07:35:04

Web Form

Visiting Drakes Bay Oyster Company is a major reason | visit Point Reyes National Seashore. To add an educational element

will enhance this natural resource. It must be allowed to continue.

50030 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Saravia, Sylvia

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 07:52:31

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
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Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50048
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 08:13:58

Web Form

Let the oyster farm lease EXPIRE so that the adverse effects won't cause the fish,seals, mollusks, eelgrass beds and other native
species to EXPIRE. WE HAVE TO PROTECT this area!

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50060 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Riegel, Jeremy

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 08:29:45

Web Form

I urge you to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year, as long intended. It is in the public interest to create the West Coast's
only marine wilderness for the enjoyment of all. The public has waited nearly four decades for these protections to be
implemented, which is an immense compromise in itself. Drakes Estero is a rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop
over, harbor seals give birth, and fish take shelter in eelgrass. As someone who enjoys our nation's national parks and their

wildlife, I urge you to uphold the longstanding plan to convert this very special resource to wilderness.

I urge you to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness next year and is the Environmentally Preferred
Alternative. The National Park Service is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources at Drakes Estero
and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting this park. Our national parks are set aside
for the public and for wildlife protection, and after waiting nearly 40 years for private commercial use rights to expire, it's time
to give the estuary the protection it needs. The environmental review shows that alternative "A" is best for public policy, and
best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other natural resources. Drakes Estero is our only marine wilderness on the West
Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be commercially grown elsewhere.

Please honor the promise made for a protected marine wilderness at Drakes Estero. In doing so, you will set a good policy
example and reward the public with an enduring legacy feat found nowhere else on the West Coast.

50061
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 08:30:46

Web Form

Please allow the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm Company's lease to expire.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50062 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Abarca, Maribel

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 08:35:56

Web Form

the drive to Drakes Bay Oyster Company, is so beautiful my kids love to go there they enjoy the ride. I been taking my kids
there since they were 6 Months old. and now they are in there teens and still love this place, please give the opportunity for my

future grandchild's to see how beautiful this place is.

50063
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 08:36:41

Web Form

The primary reason that commercial mariculture must end in 2012 is one of policy: a private enterprise like mariculture within

Project: 33043 Document: 43390
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the boundaries of a Congressionally designed wilderness and a national park is flatly prohibited by both law and NPS policy. As
conservationists, | support the vision of the Wilderness Act as conferring the highest form of protection for particularly unique
and ecologically important natural areas such as Drake's Estero. Weakening of the mandates of the Wilderness Act at Point
Reyes would create a dangerous opening for widespread private, commercial exploitation of other public lands around the
nation. The protection of these lands was hard-won and it needs our continued support. How much more time, energy and tax
payer money should be spent, so this private enterprise can continue after the 2012 deadline, which was agreed upon at the time
of purchase. It's time to terminate the lease to DBOC.

50068 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Bagiackas, Ananda M

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 08:45:33

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50069 Project: 33043 43390
ross, maria g

Drakes Bay Oyster Farm Supporters Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 08:46:24

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS

Document:

50070 Project: 33043 43390
uribe, sergio m

Drakes Bay Oyster Farm Supporters Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 08:47:14

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS."

Document:

50072

ross, todd ¢
Drakes Bay Oyster Farm Supporters Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 08:47:52

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS."

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50074 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

SMENTEK, MATT

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 08:51:55

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

1 urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50076 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Goldsmith, Andrew

California State Parks Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 08:54:46

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as it is a Win-Win solution. The DBOC facilities will be upgraded to
ensure protection to the Estero and a company providing sustainable, high quality seafood at a reasonable price will continue on.
My three children, now in their twenties, having been enjoying this oyster farm since Mr. Johnson used to chase them around in
his wheel chair. The fact that more children will get to learn about and enjoy Drake's Estero and oyster production is enough on

its own to implement this alternative.
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Regards,
Andrew Goldsmith

50077 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Harrison, Megan S

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

Nice job y'all. I think this is a great opportunity for all concerned. It addresses the need for preservation and managment of the
aquaculture, and is truly a conservation venture. Good job. | wholly support this proposal and cannot wait to come see Drake's

Bay again (and enjoy the superb bivalves!).

50081
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 09:03:33

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50082 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
grant, james a

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 09:50:04

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS."

50083 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

montelione, kaitlin

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 09:52:15

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50084 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Fulkerson, Katherine

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 09:52:24

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
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the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50085 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Williams, Megan

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:06:00

Web Form

I support the CollaborativeManagement Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50086
A, Jason
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:15:48

Web Form

Keep this Marin institution going! This oyster farm has been a family business for years and years. It would be terrible for the
recent owners to be shut down by government bull!!

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50087 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Frawley, Stacy m

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:16:24

Web Form

To: The National Park Service From: Stacy Frawley

I support the Coillabrative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC, for the drakes bay area. | feel
this is a fair and reasonable agreement. Thank You, Stacy Frawley.

50088
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:20:02

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS."

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50089
Bachi, Rose
National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:22:59

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50090 Project: 33043 43390
Warner, Chezna

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 10:23:32

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,

Document:
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Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50091 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Byknish, Chris

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:23:38

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.
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Montgomery, Nancy

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:23:46

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50093 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
robison, brooke
NRDC Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:31:09
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Web Form

Drakes Estero is a national ecological treasure and should become a protected wilderness area. It has outstanding natural
resources, including one of California's largest harbor seal colonies and tens of thousands of shorebirds, waterfowl, native fish
and endangered species that use its wetlands, mudflats and eelgrass beds.

In the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act, Congress recognized Drakes Estero as a unique recreational and biological resource
and promised that this irreplaceable resource would formally become a wilderness area when non-conforming uses were
eliminated. Your agency permitted a commercial oyster company to grow non-native oysters and clams on 1,050 acres in
Drakes Estero for 40 years, or until 2012.

Your own draft environmental impact statement reveals the extensive damage that the existing operation has caused to Drakes
Estero and Point Reyes National Seashore's beaches. As you know, commercial operations of any kind are not permitted in
designated wilderness areas because of such damage. Further, the Park Service's Organic Act mandates protection of park
resources and values and strictly limits commercial operations.

Your approval of the proposal to extend the oyster company's permit would be contrary to the Point Reyes Wilderness Act and
would establish a dangerous precedent at a time when America's public lands and environmental laws are already under
widespread attacks in Congress and elsewhere.

We've been waiting long enough. It is time to allow that permit to expire and to honor Congress' commitment. We want our bay
back.

50095 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
White, Warren H

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:35:45

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS."

50096 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Shelton, Thom W

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:41:43

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50097 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Stafford, Janet

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:52:32

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50098 Project: 33043 43390

Galick, Jennifer

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 10:52:55

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.
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Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50099 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Johnson, Rick

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 11:06:55

Web Form

The final EIS should evaluate DBOC proposed "treatments” for the health of the Estero. DBOC claims benefits of ecological
services from mariculture. What are the applicable Federal standards for human-engineered treatments in wilderness areas and

National Parks?

One example that comes to mind is the treatment of Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frogs in Dusty Basin of Sequoia and Kings
Canyon National Parks for chytridiomycosis. In that case, there is urgent need, very narrow scope, focused and well researched
treatment and research based application of treatment.

In Drakes Estero none of these requirements are met: - No demonstration of need for treatment in Drakes Estero
- DBOC proposed treatment has broad, adverse effects: eelgrass, wildlife, native oysters

- No research findings of treatment value and effects (e.g. "Scaling up these effects to whole systems has been limited by the
difficulty in identifying a signal attributable solely to mariculture and by the capacity and resources to make meaningful
measurements over larger areas” NAS (2010)

National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences (NAS). 2010. Ecosystem Concepts for Sustainable Bivalve
Mariculture. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press.

50100 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Desalvo, Traffy

Sierra Club Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 11:07:34

Web Form

I am writing to urge the National Park Service to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year as long-intended. The American
public deserves to have the West Coast's only marine wilderness protected for future generations to enjoy. Drakes Estero is a
rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop over, harbor seals give birth, and fish spawn. It deserves the highest level of
protection as Congress long-intended. As someone who enjoys our nation's spectacular national parks, | urge you to not

undermine protections at Drakes Estero and succumb to special interests seeking to commercialize these special places.

I urge the National Park Service and the Department of the Interior to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness
and is the environmentally preferred alternative. The NPS is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources,
as stated in the Seashore's legislation, and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting
this park. Our national parks are for the people and wildlife protection, not commercial exploitation. The environmental review
shows that alternative "A" best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other wildlife and plants. Drakes Estero is our only marine
wilderness on the West Coast, and it is irreplaceable, while oysters can be grown elsewhere.

National Parks and wilderness areas are treasured by the majority of Americans and are for the public interest, not for private
commercial exploitation. By protecting wilderness, the National Park Service will set a positive policy example while
commercializing it will set a negative example and help others seek their special exemptions from national park laws.

50101 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Schram, Erica

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 11:20:41

Web Form

I urge you to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year, as long intended. It is in the public interest to create the West Coast's

only marine wilderness for the enjoyment of all. The public has waited nearly four decades for these protections to be
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implemented, which is an immense compromise in itself. Drakes Estero is a rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop
over, harbor seals give birth, and fish take shelter in eelgrass. As someone who enjoys our nation's national parks and their
wildlife, I urge you to uphold the longstanding plan to convert this very special resource to wilderness.

I urge you to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness next year and is the Environmentally Preferred
Alternative. The National Park Service is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources at Drakes Estero
and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting this park. Our national parks are set aside
for the public and for wildlife protection, and after waiting nearly 40 years for private commercial use rights to expire, it's time
to give the estuary the protection it needs. The environmental review shows that alternative "A" is best for public policy, and
best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other natural resources. Drakes Estero is our only marine wilderness on the West
Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be commercially grown elsewhere.

Please honor the promise made for a protected marine wilderness at Drakes Estero. In doing so, you will set a good policy
example and reward the public with an enduring legacy feat found nowhere else on the West Coast.

50102

Wu, Sook H
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 11:22:27

Web Form

If Drakes Bay Oyster Farm colosed it will be big lost of tourist attraction. This place is so unige and we enjoy so much it will be
really sad to see the place is closing down. Modern socity needs somthing like this to appreciate the nature, most of people don't
even know how the oyster grow and we are very appreciate we have somthing like this near big city we live in.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

We really hope this place remain open, every January is our oyster party time so I'm going there to pick up lots of oysters.

Thank you for reading this letter and considering.

Sincerely, Sook Wu

50103
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 11:22:39
Web Form

December 5, 2011

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

To Whom It May Concern:

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final Drakes Bay Oyster Company
(DBOC) Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.

While the Marine Mammal Commission, a federal agency, found that seal behavior at Drakes Estero in the national seashore
was "at least correlated"” with operations of the Drakes Bay Oyster Co., it also said more research is needed to determine a
"cause and effect." | know that correlation does not imply causation.

Environmentally, because oysters are a locally sourced food, less transport is required and therefore there are fewer carbon
emissions than if the oysters were imported from different states or countries.

The owners are true stewards of the land and waterways. They took over the oyster farm and invested a great deal of money,
time and energy into cleaning up and improving the oyster harvesting operation and the working and living conditions of the 35
workers, both men and women. | am especially impressed how people of different social and ethnic backgrounds are drawn to
and served by Drakes Bay Oyster Company. Drakes Bay Oyster Company serves the wider Bay Area, not just high-income
people in Marin County. The draw of DBOC brings many people to the Park than would otherwise visit.

Educationally, the oyster farm is a unique and fantastic opportunity for visitors and school children to learn about sustainable
farming practices and the sensitive balance of producing food while protecting nature. They also learn about the oysters, which
are a sustainable food source that is local and in great demand. Domestic shellfish demand already exceeds the supply and if
DBOC is no longer in operation the supply will be depleted by approximately 500,000 pounds of oyster meat per year.

In addition, as a valuable food source oysters require no extra feed, no fertilizers, no chemicals or any cultivation. It would take
considerably more beef pasture acres to provide equivalent amounts of protein to feed our population. Sincerely, Robert Janes
Point Reyes Station, CA

50104 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
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Greene, Terri

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 11:23:06

Web Form

I am told that Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore . . . a treasure that belongs to all
Americans. In 1976, Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for
commercial oyster operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes
Estero for future generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50105
mccall, kaye
National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 11:23:20

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50106
Levin, Ken
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 11:23:57

Web Form

I am writing in response to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit. As a
local resident for over forty years, | bemoan the contentious polarization of our community over this issue. The supporters of the
lease extension have used unsavory tactics to bully their opponents and, in some cases, demean their characters; they have
waged an unrelenting political campaign here and in Washington D.C., and they have dragged questionable science into the
debate for the purpose of obfuscation.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

On this issue, the National Park Service (NPS) Project Objectives are: . Manage natural and cultural resources to support their
maximum protection, restoration, and preservation. . Manage wilderness and potential wilderness areas to preserve the character
and qualities for which they were designated. . Engage a broad spectrum of the public and relevant agencies in the NEPA
process

In accordance with all three of the stated objectives, | urge the adoption of Alternative A, No New Special Use Permit ?
Conversion to Wilderness (No-action).

This issue should not be decided by arguments about science or through political pressure, but rather according to the mandate
of the National Park Service and its overall objectives.
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As this area is potential wilderness, a private business should not be located there. Though the existing lease should be honored
until its termination in 2012, the continuation of this business within the Point Reyes National Seashore and within a potential
wilderness area would have a negative effect on the valuable natural resource the NPS is mandated to protect.

There would be serious national implications to extending this lease within a designated wilderness area that could put other
wilderness areas at risk of invasion by private businesses.

The present owners knew when they purchased the company that the lease would expire in 2012. They were given the option of
relocating the business to another location outside the designated wilderness area, which they refused.

Although the various "scientific" studies seem to be somewhat flawed and therefor their conclusions questionable, the Marine
Mammal Commission reviewed these studies.Their Report of November 2011 states there is "...some support for the conclusion
that harbor seal habitat use patterns and mariculture activities in Drakes Estero are at least correlated.” Company motor boats,
vast submerged oyster racks and regularly scheduled forays into the estero are not a positive environmental influence on the
harbor seal population. The correlation is a negative one.

Having hiked above Drakes Estero numerous times, it is obvious that the partially submerged oyster factory covering such a
large area of that body of water detracts from the possibility of creating/preserving a small piece of wilderness. We have so few
natural estuarine areas reserved; this one is unique and certainly worth doing so in its entirety.

Please choose Alternative A so that this area can be converted to wilderness for the benefit of all of us as well as the
environment.

50107 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Brabham, Lorraine

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 11:53:01

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50108 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Schlesinger, Susie

West Marin Sonoma Coastal Advocates Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 12:03:11

Web Form

| support the Alternative for keeping Drake's Bay Oysters in the National Seashore.In my opinion the designation of Wilderness
should not be applied to lands that have always had human or Miwok habitation.To rewrite the history of the "PARK"and to use
false science is to pit those of us who have lived in West Marin against the bureaucrats in Washington.The reports from the
Marine Mammal center even concur with what | believe is the truth.If the National Seashore wants wilderness then it should not
have ANY ranches within its designation.These are important cultural and historic uses for land that add significance to the

visiting public.Thank you.

50109
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 12:09:42

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390
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Rasco, Justin L
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Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 12:23:50

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50111 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Plank, Katherine

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 12:41:19

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative final DBOC SUP EIS

50112
Kirch, Jeff
NRDC Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 12:50:03

Web Form

Drakes Estero is a national ecological treasure and should become a protected wilderness area. It has outstanding natural
resources, including one of California's largest harbor seal colonies and tens of thousands of shorebirds, waterfowl, native fish
and endangered species that use its wetlands, mudflats and eelgrass beds.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

In the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act, Congress recognized Drakes Estero as a unique recreational and biological resource
and promised that this irreplaceable resource would formally become a wilderness area when non-conforming uses were
eliminated. Your agency permitted a commercial oyster company to grow non-native oysters and clams on 1,050 acres in
Drakes Estero for 40 years, or until 2012.

Your own draft environmental impact statement reveals the extensive damage that the existing operation has caused to Drakes
Estero and Point Reyes National Seashore's beaches. As you know, commercial operations of any kind are not permitted in
designated wilderness areas because of such damage. Further, the Park Service's Organic Act mandates protection of park
resources and values and strictly limits commercial operations.

Your approval of the proposal to extend the oyster company's permit would be contrary to the Point Reyes Wilderness Act and
would establish a dangerous precedent at a time when America's public lands and environmental laws are already under
widespread attacks in Congress and elsewhere.

We've been waiting long enough. It is time to allow that permit to expire and to honor Congress' commitment. We want our bay
back.

50113 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Cardwell, Larry D

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 12:50:16

Web Form

We don't need to send another small business down the toilet here in California. Over and over again, this state has shown itself
to be very business unfriendly. More rules and more regulation is killing the businesses of California and the tax revenues this
state takes in. Drakes Bay has been operating for years in a very environmentally friendly manner. They should be allowed to
continue onward and provide a service and commodity that many people have enjoyed over the many past years. Thanks for

your time.

Larry Cardwell

50114
Levy, Jonee
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 13:16:33

Web Form

Sustainable fishing is attainable at Drakes Bay. Please Support the Collaborative Management alternative.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390
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Mason, Clarence

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 13:19:02

Web Form

I support renewable permit for Drakes Bay Oyster farm

50116 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Straus, Albert
Unaffiliated Individual
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Dec,06,2011 00:00:00
Web Form
I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS

COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE: A Ten-Year Special Use Permit with Option for Extension;
Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities; and Construction of New Processing Facilities This alternative permits DBOC to continue
to utilize onshore facilities within the Seashore (PRNS) pastoral zone to support shellfish cultivation in Drakes Estero pursuant
to its leases from the California Department of Fish and Game [CDFG]. DBOC would pay "fair market value" for use of the on-
shore facilities, which would take into account the value of interpretive services provided and the investment needed to
rehabilitate existing facilities and construct new processing facilities. The rehabilitation and construction work would be as
described in the discussion of Alternative D. Under this alternative, DBOC will collaborate with relevant organizations,
including but not limited to the NPS, the CDFG, the UC SeaGrant program and other educational and research agencies and in
developing interpretive programs and scientifically valid research projects as recommended by the NRC and MMC. This
alternative provides educational opportunities for people of all ages, including Seashore visitors, students and researchers,
relating to estuarine ecology and mariculture. This alternative is consistent with the "national interest" expressed in President
Clinton's May 26, 2000 Executive Order 13158 directing the Departments of Commerce (DOC) and Interior to expand and
strengthen the "Nation's system of marine protected areas.” It respects the California Fish and Game Commission designation,
effective May 2010, of Drakes Estero as a State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), a protected area in which recreational clam
digging and shellfish cultivation pursuant to CDFG leases are permitted. DBOC's operation within a SMCA and PRNS presents
a unique opportunity for collaborative research that supports the policies of the National Shellfish Initiative [Initiative]
announced by NOAA and DOC in June 2011, and responds directly and positively to NRC and MMC recommendations
regarding collaborative efforts to inform adaptive management of Drakes Estero. This alternative supports the goals of the
Initiative, which are to increase domestic seafood production, create sustainable jobs and restore marine habitats. It provides
opportunities for research as called for by the Initiative, "?.on the interactions between shellfish and the environment in terms of
climate change, ocean acidification, naturally occurring pathogens and parasites, and other factors . . ." This alternative supports
DBOC's efforts to restore native oysters in Drakes Estero and to study the potential for native oysters to withstand the effects of
global ocean acidification now beginning to affect all Pacific coast shellfish. This alternative sustainably supports the local
economy by continuing to attract thousands of ethnically diverse visitors to West Marin every year and continuing to provide
over half of the San Francisco Bay Area's sustainably farmed shellfish. It protects desperately needed affordable housing for
farmworkers on remote Point Reyes ranches. Under this alternative, DBOC will continue to provide essential oyster shell for
environmental programs, such as the San Francisco Bay Native Oyster Restoration Project, the SF Bay Bird Observatory Snowy
Plover Habitat Enhancement Project and the California Department of Fish and Game Least Tern Habitat Enhancement Project.
This alternative supports a landscape that is ecologically and economically sustainable. It is consistent with the natural resource
management provisions in the PRNS General Management Plan, and enables the Seashore to collaboratively integrate
ecosystem science and natural and cultural resource management to better understand and manage relationships among the
physical, biological, and cultural elements of a working land and seascape, while maintaining its distinctive "sense of place and
character.”

50117 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Williams, Catherine

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Your draft environmental impact statement makes clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive
damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches, and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more
long-term harm. Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is
used by tens of thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

Please return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for Drakes
Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine wilderness
for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50118 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Robertson, Ellen

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 13:23:34

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.



Correspondence ID:
Name:

Outside Organization:

Received:

Correspondence Type:

Correspondence:

Correspondence ID:
Name:

Outside Organization:

Received:

Correspondence Type:

Correspondence:

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

Harbor Seals are vital to the environment and entertaining to nature lovers. Please protect their habitat.

50119 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Miller, Dianne

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 13:23:43

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50120 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Straus, Michael

none Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 13:25:43

Web Form

Dear colleagues,

Below is my opinion, written as an op-ed:

Ellen Straus, my mother, died nine years ago, here on the farm that she so cherished, with a view of Tomales Bay and the Point
Reyes National Seashore. | have a pretty good idea of what she would say about current battle pitting Drake's Bay Oyster
Company, environmentalists, farmers and government officials: "Nonsense!"

Mom spent a lifetime dedicated to protecting, preserving and promoting the environment. She attended countless meetings and
commanded respect because she listened deeply to all parties and forged common ground when others were ready to quit.

The phone never stopped ringing in our farmhouse-including and invariably during dinner, when my father, a dedicated and
outspoken environmentalist, would nonetheless quip, "It's the environment calling.”

Our kitchen was the scene of endless, often cantankerous meetings, where ranchers and environmentalists would congregate
(not a common scene, especially in the 1980s and 90s), brought together by mom's ineffable charm, relentless persistence and
seemingly endless supply of cheesecake. Time and again, she helped steer folks to consensus on vital issues.

Today, it's easy to take for granted the marriage of farming and the environment- the Marin Agricultural Land Trust protects
nearly half of agricultural land from sprawl development, and serves as a nationally recognized model for land conservation.
Marin Organic pioneered the concept of merging local food, organic certification and farmers committing to sustainability
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principles over and above mere regulatory requirements. A-60 zoning has staved off the worst of urban sprawl, and the Point
Reyes National Seashore demonstrated that government can successfully protect the environment while acknowledging the vital
role of responsible farm stewardship.

My parents were ranchers and environmentalists. They saw beyond the "us versus them" mentality that ran and still runs
rampant in our community and country. They knew, beyond a doubt, that the future of Marin would depend on our ability to
work together, to innovate, and, above all, to find common ground.

Just a few decades ago, this entire region was slated for massive housing subdivision and urban sprawl. Today's Marin County-
all of it, with the park and ranches, the urban and rural communities-owes thanks to the tireless collaboration efforts of the
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin, Marin County Farm Bureau, Sierra Club, Marin Conservation League,
visionary politicians and environmental leaders who rose up to speak with one, unified voice. Their efforts transformed
environmental catastrophe into one of the nation's true environmental success stories.

Marin County's agriculture and open space, whether publicly or privately held, are inextricably interconnected. The balance is
tenuous, and it's not unfathomable that all of it-the park, open space, organic food, agritourism-could rapidly evaporate. Once
Drake's Bay Oyster Company gets forced out, there will be a clear road map for eliminating the rest of agriculture in the Point
Reyes National Seashore. As the farming dominos fall, so will critical mass of agricultural infrastructure, making the future of
Marin agriculture increasingly uncertain, putting at risk all of our hard-won gains. In short, productive farming is critical to
preserving open space.

Because none of the progress we've made is permanent. If agriculture fails in the region, we will face new (and likely more
fatal) battles with urban conversion. Mom knew that saving the land was only the first step, and that a long-term successful
model would depend on the land being in active, responsible production, and community support for the local food system.

Here in Marin County, we have created a model that has already inspired dozens, if not hundreds, of communities across the
nation. Our solutions weren't created by decree, but by consensus and the development of public-private partnerships. Now,
more than ever, these victories must be preciously guarded.

If Mom were here, she'd ask, "How can we do things differently? What will it take for the park and farms to coexist? How much
cheesecake do | need to make today?"

Do we have the courage to follow the path forged by our elders? A path matching passion with restraint, determination with
compassion and, above all, demonstrating a fierce conviction that only by true consensus will we be able to preserve the beauty
that we all cherish so deeply?

That's what Mom did, week after week, year after year. Marin hasn't become the hotbed of sustainability by accident, but by
forging common ground, step by often-agonizing step. My parents, Jerry Friedman, Sue Jacobs and so many hard-working
community members are long gone. But we-all of us-have a unique opportunity to continue their legacy as stewards of the land.
But, to honor their memory, we must be willing to listen to each other.

Mom would support the Lunnys, advocate for continued farming in the park, and find a way to work together. She'd insist that
the only viable solution would be a win-win. She would be outraged and saddened at the state of affairs, but wouldn't give up
until the needs of the environmental and agriculture were successfully addressed.

Sincerely,

Michael Straus Michael@StrausCom.com

50121 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Welsch, Kimberly

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 13:38:07

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50123

Lane, Elaine
National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 13:54:51

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390
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Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50124

Felix, Peggy
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 13:55:19

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50126 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Conrow, Bonnie

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 13:55:46

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50127
Brast, Dave
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 13:55:47

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50129 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Thompson, Carol

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 13:57:29

Web Form

I fully support the renewal of the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's operating permit. While | am thankful that Point Reyes is
protected by its designation as a national seashore under the US Dept of the interior, | also believe that the existing ranchers and
farmers in West Marin, who have been in operation for 50-plus years and who demonstrate environmentally sustainable
practices are part of the fabric of the entire landscape and should be allowed to continue to thrive --as well as to lead the way as
models for other sustainable farmers and ranchers throughout the US. There is NO valid proof that the existence of Drakes Bay
has had a negative impact on the sea life in point reyes. | urge common sense and a spirit of partnership as you consider the

matter before you.

50133 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Moser, David
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:01:16



Correspondence Type:
Correspondence:

Correspondence ID:
Name:

Outside Organization:
Received:
Correspondence Type:
Correspondence:

Correspondence ID:

Web Form
Dear NPS:

| am a property owner and part-time resident of Pt. Reyes Station.

I have closely followed for several years the community-fracturing debate over the future of the Drakes Bay Oyster Company
operations at Drakes Estero. The National Park Service had prior to the passage of Section 124 of Public Law 111-88 the
authority to simply not extend the RUO and/or SUP as a matter of policy. The National Park Service still has that authority
pursuant to Section 124 to make its decision as a matter of policy. However, that is not the approach the NPS has taken. Instead,
the NPS elected to try and make the case that the DBOC operation is causing various forms of environmental harm. The NPS
thereby established environmental harm, not land use or wilderness policy, as the criteria for determining whether the RUP
and/or SUP should be extended for an additional 10 years.

The decision of NPS management to pursue this environmental harm approach was both unnecessary, and unwise. It is clear that
NPS management has long desired to terminate the DBOC operations in 2012, and restore the area to wilderness condition.
There is ample support for that position in the legislation and legislative history concerning the NPS generally, and the Pt. Reyes
National Seashore in particular. But NPS management's unnecessary attempts to justify that desire by asserting that DBOC is
causing environmental harm has been a failure. The scientific studies simply do not support a conclusion that the DBOC is
causing environmental harm. Having established that as the criteria for deciding whether to extend the RUP and/or SUP, the
NPS must live with the results. That means that the NPS must extend the lease for another 10 years from November 2012, which
means implementing either Alternative B or C of the EIS, or some variation thereof. That is the approach | support, despite a
personal desire to see all of Drakes Estero return to a wilderness condition. Having that begin to occur in 2022 rather than 2012
is reasonable and acceptable under these circumstances.

I also wish to take this opportunity to express both outrage and disappointment with the way in which the NPS has conducted
itself in this manner. The NPS staff was clearly trying to achieve a pre-determined outcome in its "scientific" studies. That's not
science, that's legal maneuvering and advocacy. Despite the fact that the amount of time and energy spent on the DBOC matter
in recent years has been outrageously excessive, and no doubt at the expense of many other far more pressing needs, | am
heartened that the Department of the Interior Inspector General, the Marine Mammal Commission, and other credible voices,
have taken the time to carefully examine the NPS' studies and approaches in this matter, and exposed the multiple examples of
NPS wrongdoing. While the NPS certainly aimed for this process to be an indictment of the Drakes Bay Oyster Company, it has
instead been an indictment of the NPS itself.

It is time for the Secretary of the Interior and the NPS to extend the DBOC SUP for 10 years, consistent with either Alternative
B or C. And it is also time for the NPS to then focus its gaze inward, and seriously reexamine and reform its scientific practices.

What a shame that all of this vitriol was completely unnecessary. But as the saying goes, "you make your bed, you lie in it." The
NPS established environmental harm as the criteria for SUP extension. Its failure despite numerous studies to demonstrate any
actual harm means it now must live with the results, and extend the SUP for 10 years.

Very truly yours,

David Moser

50138 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Newsome, Alicia

Sierra Club Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:05:44

Web Form

I am writing to urge the National Park Service to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year as long-intended. The American
public deserves to have the West Coast's only marine wilderness protected for future generations to enjoy. Drakes Estero is a
rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop over, harbor seals give birth, and fish spawn. It deserves the highest level of
protection as Congress long-intended. As someone who enjoys our nation's spectacular national parks, | urge you to not
undermine protections at Drakes Estero and succumb to special interests seeking to commercialize these special places.

I urge the National Park Service and the Department of the Interior to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness
and is the environmentally preferred alternative. The NPS is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources,
as stated in the Seashore's legislation, and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting
this park. Our national parks are for the people and wildlife protection, not commercial exploitation. The environmental review
shows that alternative "A" best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other wildlife and plants. Drakes Estero is our only marine
wilderness on the West Coast, and it is irreplaceable, while oysters can be grown elsewhere.

National Parks and wilderness areas are treasured by the majority of Americans and are for the public interest, not for private
commercial exploitation. By protecting wilderness, the National Park Service will set a positive policy example while
commercializing it will set a negative example and help others seek their special exemptions from national park laws.

50141 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
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Dolan, Brian

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:07:45

Web Form

"None of the proposed alternatives are appropriate. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company."

50144 Project:
Dagley, Edith B
Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 14:10:08
Web Form

| support the collaborative management alternative as the preferred alternative in the finaly DMOC SUP EIS. Sincerely, Edith
Dagley

33043 Document: 43390

50147 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Schmies, Molly

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:19:43

Web Form

I am in favor of maintaining a renewed contract for the Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

The loss of historical presence (last remaining oyster cannery in Ca.), jobs, restaurant sales, and revenue to the county is not in
good order. | find this struggle to renew a travesty to all of those involved. The "junk science" claims need to be corrected, or
proven correct. Show us the scientific proof of these claims or respectfully grant the renewal. Jobs, families, and a sustainable
business is on the line.

Respectfully, Molly Schmies 27yr. resident of Sonoma County.

50149
Larson, S
National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:25:39

Web Form

Please reject this new permit for commercial Oyster Operations and give full wilderness protection. This is an important refuge
for wildlife. Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans.
In 1976, Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial
oyster operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50154
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:31:41

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50158 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Curtis, Penelope

California Heritage Treks Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:38:45

Web Form

Too much of California has been forced into urban sprawl because of the power of developers over government agencies with

elected officials who do not think about what is good for the future of the area but what is good for their pocket books.

The Marin Agricultural Land Trust was created to stop the cancerous sprawl of urbanization. They wanted to make sure open
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space, ranch lands and park lands would be protected into perpetuity. Drakes Bay Oyster Company is an environmental
sustainable "ranch" which provides local jobs, is part of agritourism and provides food for the region. It is important for the Park
Service to recognize the importance of this company in the bigger economic picture of Marin County as well as the
environmental picture.

Since the late 1890s, 5 generations of my family have lived in Marin County. When my great-grandparents moved there it was a
vast beautiful open space. After the '06 Quake, more people moved from The City to Marin and the open space ranch lands
diminished. Today my nieces, in their 20s, have far fewer open lands to explore or visit.

It is incumbent upon the Park Service to work with the Marin Agricultural Land Trust & Drakes Bay Oyster Company to create
balance so that future generations can experience how life was before urban uncontrolled sprawl.

50160 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Vongher, Ernest F

Voncor Communications Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:40:20

Web Form

None of the proposed alternatives are appropriate. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

50166 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Haag, John M

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:51:40

Web Form

Drakes Bay was stripped of oysters long ago before we realized we could wipe out a natural resourse. Drake's Bay Oyster

Company has kept oysters in the bay and to remove them would be beyond ludicris.

The National Park Service and the State Park Service should realize that not everything commercial is by itself bad for our
parks. Let me stress 'OUR PARKS' because they are the stewardship of all of us. It's not as if they are asking to flood part of
Yosemite. They are just asking to continue to sell something that was there for a long time already.

Sincerely,

John Haag

50170 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Strong, Steve & Sandy M

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:54:01

Web Form

To whom it may concern,

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS. We have visited
Point Reyes National Park for many years and enjoy buying several pounds of fresh oysters from Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.

Respectively, Steve & Sandy Strong

50171 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Tilzey, CPA, Ragen

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:54:35

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.
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I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50173 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gusewelle, Anne

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:55:00

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50174
Hood, Mary
National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 14:55:00

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50175 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Diedrichs, Gary

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:12:45

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50176 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Hawkens, Shell

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:12:55

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS."

50177 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Finkelstein, Laurie
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:16:12
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Web Form

Some of the beauty of Marin, particularly West Marin, is the balance between open, preserved space, and small independent
responsible farms. The key to a successful relationship between farming and protected spaces is the common goal of preserving
and maintaining the integrity of the land. Drakes Bay Oyster Company is a stellar example of this sensitive relationship
succeeding and therefore should be allowed to continue to operate through a special use permit. Our families have enjoyed
visiting Pt. Reyes, Tomales Bay, Drakes Bay, etc. for years and one of the ways of preserving these experiences for future
generations is to preserve those institutions that work together for the common goal of preservation. Drakes Bay Oyster
Company is one such institution.

50178 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Tye, Gilbert S

Stinson Beach Village Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:21:31

Web Form

After working for the NPS for several years (Golden Gate NRA) and leading the Point Reyes and GGNRA Scuba teams in
search & rescue/scentific dives/ and resource surveys, | have come to find the current discussion regarding the Drakes Bay

Oyster Company's use permit for the next 10 or 20 years to be uninformed and premature.

First, there was speculation that the oyster companies operation was somehow effecting the eel grass habitate and by way of
assumption the rest of the benthic and subtidal key habitats. Since there has been NO underwater research(ie: transect data
recovery, observations, and species counts), it appears that no one really knows what is occuring under the surface.

Second, if there is a potential impact of the shoreline and the esturies along the PRNS of sea level rise and ocean acidifaction , it
appears that a stable,daily, and observed operation within this marine area(Drake's Lagoon) that could provide the NPS &
Interior Dept. with actual data and measurements of these impacts by a non-federally funded organization would be of great
value to 'our' Park resource and a much better understanding of the greater coastal impacts that are occuring.

| therefore wish to support the Drake's Bay Oyster Company's request to continue the land-based facilities until such time that
their operation becomes unviable do to 1.) sea level rise impacts or the impacts of ocean acidification upon their oyster harvest.
Either of these events could occur within the next 10,20, or 30 years. Thank you for this opportunity to comment Scott Tye-
Marin/Stinson Beach

50179 Project: 33043 43390
Monserrat, Laurie E

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:29:38

Web Form

Please work to preserve aquaculture in our area through the Collaborative Management Alternative.

Document:

Thank you, Laurie

50180 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:34:07

Web Form

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

50181 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative

COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE: A Ten-Year Special Use Permit with Option for Extension;
Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities; and Construction of New Processing Facilities

This alternative permits DBOC to continue to utilize onshore facilities within the Seashore (PRNS) pastoral zone to support
shellfish cultivation in Drakes Estero pursuant to its leases from the California Department of Fish and Game [CDFG]. DBOC
would pay "fair market value" for use of the on-shore facilities, which would take into account the value of interpretive services
provided and the investment needed to rehabilitate existing facilities and construct new processing facilities. The rehabilitation
and construction work would be as described in the discussion of Alternative D.

Under this alternative, DBOC will collaborate with relevant organizations, including but not limited to the NPS, the CDFG, the
UC SeaGrant program and other educational and research agencies and in developing interpretive programs and scientifically
valid research projects as recommended by the NRC and MMC. This alternative provides educational opportunities for people
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of all ages, including Seashore visitors, students and researchers, relating to estuarine ecology and mariculture.

This alternative is consistent with the "national interest" expressed in President Clinton's May 26, 2000 Executive Order 13158
directing the Departments of Commerce (DOC) and Interior to expand and strengthen the "Nation's system of marine protected
areas." It respects the California Fish and Game Commission designation, effective May 2010, of Drakes Estero as a State
Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), a protected area in which recreational clam digging and shellfish cultivation pursuant to
CDFG leases are permitted. DBOC's operation within a SMCA and PRNS presents a unique opportunity for collaborative
research that supports the policies of the National Shellfish Initiative [Initiative] announced by NOAA and DOC in June 2011,
and responds directly and positively to NRC and MMC recommendations regarding collaborative efforts to inform adaptive
management of Drakes Estero.

This alternative supports the goals of the Initiative, which are to increase domestic seafood production, create sustainable jobs
and restore marine habitats. It provides opportunities for research as called for by the Initiative, "?.on the interactions between
shellfish and the environment in terms of climate change, ocean acidification, naturally occurring pathogens and parasites, and
other factors . . ." This alternative supports DBOC's efforts to restore native oysters in Drakes Estero and to study the potential
for native oysters to withstand the effects of global ocean acidification now beginning to affect all Pacific coast shellfish.

This alternative sustainably supports the local economy by continuing to attract thousands of ethnically diverse visitors to West
Marin every year and continuing to provide over half of the San Francisco Bay Area's sustainably farmed shellfish. It protects
desperately needed affordable housing for farmworkers on remote Point Reyes ranches.

Under this alternative, DBOC will continue to provide essential oyster shell for environmental programs, such as the San
Francisco Bay Native Oyster Restoration Project, the SF Bay Bird Observatory Snowy Plover Habitat Enhancement Project and
the California Department of Fish and Game Least Tern Habitat Enhancement Project.

This alternative supports a landscape that is ecologically and economically sustainable. It is consistent with the natural resource
management provisions in the PRNS General Management Plan, and enables the Seashore to collaboratively integrate
ecosystem science and natural and cultural resource management to better understand and manage relationships among the
physical, biological, and cultural elements of a working land and seascape, while maintaining its distinctive "sense of place and
character.”

50182 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

macniven, jamis

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:40:13

Web Form

The Drake's Bay Oyster Farm is a national treasure and is an excellent steward of the environment. I urge you to renew the

lease.

50183 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:41:40

Web Form

I support a renewable Special Use Permit and especially the Collaborative Management Alternative as proposed by Drakes Bay

Oyster Company.

Potential impact on wildlife is not properly assessed. The dEIS claims that removing the oyster farm would benefit harbor seals;
that claim is false

Drakes Estero is currently home to one of the largest harbor seal populations on the California coast
The harbor seal population has remained constant for decades

50187 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Russell, Carol

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:47:51

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS

50190 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Rasco, Kelly M

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:49:22

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.
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50191 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:49:26

Web Form

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, especially the Collaborative Management
Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company. The dEIS includes much discussion about special-status species It
concludes that the oyster farm could potentially negatively impact these species NONE OF THE 7 Endangered species
mentioned in the dEIS live in the project area! ? NO Myrtle Silverspot Butterfly live IN project area they make their habitat
nearby, but not IN the project area (dEIS pg 187) ? NO Red-legged frogs live in the project area: salt water kills them ? NO Ca
Coho Salmon live in project area (dEIS pg 189) ? NO Central Ca Steelhead live in project area (dEIS pg 190) ? NO Leatherback
Turtles live in project area (dEIS pg 191) ? NO Western Snowy Plovers live in project area (dEIS pg 192) ? NO Ca Least Terns
live in project area (dEIS pg 192) The dEIS fails to provide an accurate assessment of the oyster farm's proven ability to operate
without harming wildlife or wildlife habitat. The final document should reconsider all wildlife issues and provide a data based

assessment.

50194 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:53:21

Web Form

Environmental benefits are misrepresented and/or missing. PRNS has been rebuked for misrepresenting the facts about the
environmental benefits of oyster farming yet, the dEIS misrepresents those facts again, calling the removal of the oyster farm
the "environmentally preferable” alternative. The dEIS fails to address the important ecological services provided by oysters,
including filtering water and reducing nitrogen in the water. Drakes Estero is one of the most pristine estuaries IN THE
COUNTRY DUE TO THE PRESENCE OF THE OYSTERS. The dEIS fails to address the environmental impacts of the
following: ? Replacing a local, sustainable food source with 35,000 pounds of oysters that would have to be flown in from Asia
each week to compensate ? Comparisons of the carbon footprint of the existing food source with the replacement food source
must be analyzed in the dEIS. ? The dEIS fails to consider world population food needs. 0 1960 world population 3 BILLION
PEOPLE o0 2011 world population 7 BILLION PEOPLE, 2.33 times greater in 51 years | support a renewable Special Use
Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, especially the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster

Company.

50197
Gray, Lynn
National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:55:01

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50199 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 15:57:10

Web Form

Economic impacts are not adequately addressed. The dEIS states, removing the oyster farm would cause "major, long-term,
adverse effects to the California shellfish market" but ? the dEIS does not provide a complete analysis of these MAJOR, LONG-
TERM, ADVERSE IMPACTS! ? the dEIS does not include these impacts in the overall analysis. ? the dEIS does not analyze
the impacts of eliminating one of the largest employers in West Marin. The dEIS must assess and address the economic impacts

of eliminating the production of nearly 40% of California's oysters and the subsequent impact on the economy.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, especially the Collaborative Management
Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.
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50204 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Miller, Barry

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form
I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS, as summarized
below, -~=--mmemmermmeamen e eee COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE: A Ten-Year Special Use Permit with

Option for Extension; Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities; and Construction of New Processing Facilities This alternative
permits DBOC to continue to utilize onshore facilities within the Seashore (PRNS) pastoral zone to support shellfish cultivation
in Drakes Estero pursuant to its leases from the California Department of Fish and Game [CDFG]. DBOC would pay "fair
market value" for use of the on-shore facilities, which would take into account the value of interpretive services provided and
the investment needed to rehabilitate existing facilities and construct new processing facilities. The rehabilitation and
construction work would be as described in the discussion of Alternative D. Under this alternative, DBOC will collaborate with
relevant organizations, including but not limited to the NPS, the CDFG, the UC SeaGrant program and other educational and
research agencies and in developing interpretive programs and scientifically valid research projects as recommended by the
NRC and MMC. This alternative provides educational opportunities for people of all ages, including Seashore visitors, students
and researchers, relating to estuarine ecology and mariculture. This alternative is consistent with the "national interest"
expressed in President Clinton's May 26, 2000 Executive Order 13158 directing the Departments of Commerce (DOC) and
Interior to expand and strengthen the "Nation's system of marine protected areas.” It respects the California Fish and Game
Commission designation, effective May 2010, of Drakes Estero as a State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), a protected area
in which recreational clam digging and shellfish cultivation pursuant to CDFG leases are permitted. DBOC's operation within a
SMCA and PRNS presents a unique opportunity for collaborative research that supports the policies of the National Shellfish
Initiative [Initiative] announced by NOAA and DOC in June 2011, and responds directly and positively to NRC and MMC
recommendations regarding collaborative efforts to inform adaptive management of Drakes Estero. This alternative supports the
goals of the Initiative, which are to increase domestic seafood production, create sustainable jobs and restore marine habitats. It
provides opportunities for research as called for by the Initiative, "?.on the interactions between shellfish and the environment in
terms of climate change, ocean acidification, naturally occurring pathogens and parasites, and other factors . . ." This alternative
supports DBOC's efforts to restore native oysters in Drakes Estero and to study the potential for native oysters to withstand the
effects of global ocean acidification now beginning to affect all Pacific coast shellfish. This alternative sustainably supports the
local economy by continuing to attract thousands of ethnically diverse visitors to West Marin every year and continuing to
provide over half of the San Francisco Bay Area's sustainably farmed shellfish. It protects desperately needed affordable
housing for farmworkers on remote Point Reyes ranches. Under this alternative, DBOC will continue to provide essential oyster
shell for environmental programs, such as the San Francisco Bay Native Oyster Restoration Project, the SF Bay Bird
Observatory Snowy Plover Habitat Enhancement Project and the California Department of Fish and Game Least Tern Habitat
Enhancement Project. This alternative supports a landscape that is ecologically and economically sustainable. It is consistent
with the natural resource management provisions in the PRNS General Management Plan, and enables the Seashore to
collaboratively integrate ecosystem science and natural and cultural resource management to better understand and manage
relationships among the physical, biological, and cultural elements of a working land and seascape, while maintaining its
distinctive "sense of place and character.” COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE: A Ten-Year Special Use
Permit with Option for Extension; Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities; and Construction of New Processing Facilities This
alternative permits DBOC to continue to utilize onshore facilities within the Seashore (PRNS) pastoral zone to support shellfish
cultivation in Drakes Estero pursuant to its leases from the California Department of Fish and Game [CDFG]. DBOC would pay
"fair market value" for use of the on-shore facilities, which would take into account the value of interpretive services provided
and the investment needed to rehabilitate existing facilities and construct new processing facilities. The rehabilitation and
construction work would be as described in the discussion of Alternative D. Under this alternative, DBOC will collaborate with
relevant organizations, including but not limited to the NPS, the CDFG, the UC SeaGrant program and other educational and
research agencies and in developing interpretive programs and scientifically valid research projects as recommended by the
NRC and MMC. This alternative provides educational opportunities for people of all ages, including Seashore visitors, students
and researchers, relating to estuarine ecology and mariculture. This alternative is consistent with the "national interest"”
expressed in President Clinton's May 26, 2000 Executive Order 13158 directing the Departments of Commerce (DOC) and
Interior to expand and strengthen the "Nation's system of marine protected areas.” It respects the California Fish and Game
Commission designation, effective May 2010, of Drakes Estero as a State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), a protected area
in which recreational clam digging and shellfish cultivation pursuant to CDFG leases are permitted. DBOC's operation within a
SMCA and PRNS presents a unique opportunity for collaborative research that supports the policies of the National Shellfish
Initiative [Initiative] announced by NOAA and DOC in June 2011, and responds directly and positively to NRC and MMC
recommendations regarding collaborative efforts to inform adaptive management of Drakes Estero. This alternative supports the
goals of the Initiative, which are to increase domestic seafood production, create sustainable jobs and restore marine habitats. It
provides opportunities for research as called for by the Initiative, "?.on the interactions between shellfish and the environment in
terms of climate change, ocean acidification, naturally occurring pathogens and parasites, and other factors . . ." This alternative
supports DBOC's efforts to restore native oysters in Drakes Estero and to study the potential for native oysters to withstand the
effects of global ocean acidification now beginning to affect all Pacific coast shellfish. This alternative sustainably supports the
local economy by continuing to attract thousands of ethnically diverse visitors to West Marin every year and continuing to
provide over half of the San Francisco Bay Area's sustainably farmed shellfish. It protects desperately needed affordable
housing for farmworkers on remote Point Reyes ranches. Under this alternative, DBOC will continue to provide essential oyster
shell for environmental programs, such as the San Francisco Bay Native Oyster Restoration Project, the SF Bay Bird
Observatory Snowy Plover Habitat Enhancement Project and the California Department of Fish and Game Least Tern Habitat
Enhancement Project. This alternative supports a landscape that is ecologically and economically sustainable. It is consistent
with the natural resource management provisions in the PRNS General Management Plan, and enables the Seashore to
collaboratively integrate ecosystem science and natural and cultural resource management to better understand and manage
relationships among the physical, biological, and cultural elements of a working land and seascape, while maintaining its
distinctive "sense of place and character.” COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE: A Ten-Year Special Use
Permit with Option for Extension; Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities; and Construction of New Processing Facilities This
alternative permits DBOC to continue to utilize onshore facilities within the Seashore (PRNS) pastoral zone to support shellfish



cultivation in Drakes Estero pursuant to its leases from the California Department of Fish and Game [CDFG]. DBOC would pay
"fair market value" for use of the on-shore facilities, which would take into account the value of interpretive services provided
and the investment needed to rehabilitate existing facilities and construct new processing facilities. The rehabilitation and
construction work would be as described in the discussion of Alternative D. Under this alternative, DBOC will collaborate with
relevant organizations, including but not limited to the NPS, the CDFG, the UC SeaGrant program and other educational and
research agencies and in developing interpretive programs and scientifically valid research projects as recommended by the
NRC and MMC. This alternative provides educational opportunities for people of all ages, including Seashore visitors, students
and researchers, relating to estuarine ecology and mariculture. This alternative is consistent with the "national interest"
expressed in President Clinton's May 26, 2000 Executive Order 13158 directing the Departments of Commerce (DOC) and
Interior to expand and strengthen the "Nation's system of marine protected areas.” It respects the California Fish and Game
Commission designation, effective May 2010, of Drakes Estero as a State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), a protected area
in which recreational clam digging and shellfish cultivation pursuant to CDFG leases are permitted. DBOC's operation within a
SMCA and PRNS presents a unique opportunity for collaborative research that supports the policies of the National Shellfish
Initiative [Initiative] announced by NOAA and DOC in June 2011, and responds directly and positively to NRC and MMC
recommendations regarding collaborative efforts to inform adaptive management of Drakes Estero. This alternative supports the
goals of the Initiative, which are to increase domestic seafood production, create sustainable jobs and restore marine habitats. It
provides opportunities for research as called for by the Initiative, "?.on the interactions between shellfish and the environment in
terms of climate change, ocean acidification, naturally occurring pathogens and parasites, and other factors . . ." This alternative
supports DBOC's efforts to restore native oysters in Drakes Estero and to study the potential for native oysters to withstand the
effects of global ocean acidification now beginning to affect all Pacific coast shellfish. This alternative sustainably supports the
local economy by continuing to attract thousands of ethnically diverse visitors to West Marin every year and continuing to
provide over half of the San Francisco Bay Area's sustainably farmed shellfish. It protects desperately needed affordable
housing for farmworkers on remote Point Reyes ranches. Under this alternative, DBOC will continue to provide essential oyster
shell for environmental programs, such as the San Francisco Bay Native Oyster Restoration Project, the SF Bay Bird
Observatory Snowy Plover Habitat Enhancement Project and the California Department of Fish and Game Least Tern Habitat
Enhancement Project. This alternative supports a landscape that is ecologically and economically sustainable. It is consistent
with the natural resource management provisions in the PRNS General Management Plan, and enables the Seashore to
collaboratively integrate ecosystem science and natural and cultural resource management to better understand and manage
relationships among the physical, biological, and cultural elements of a working land and seascape, while maintaining its
distinctive "sense of place and character.” COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE: A Ten-Year Special Use
Permit with Option for Extension; Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities; and Construction of New Processing Facilities This
alternative permits DBOC to continue to utilize onshore facilities within the Seashore (PRNS) pastoral zone to support shellfish
cultivation in Drakes Estero pursuant to its leases from the California Department of Fish and Game [CDFG]. DBOC would pay
"fair market value" for use of the on-shore facilities, which would take into account the value of interpretive services provided
and the investment needed to rehabilitate existing facilities and construct new processing facilities. The rehabilitation and
construction work would be as described in the discussion of Alternative D. Under this alternative, DBOC will collaborate with
relevant organizations, including but not limited to the NPS, the CDFG, the UC SeaGrant program and other educational and
research agencies and in developing interpretive programs and scientifically valid research projects as recommended by the
NRC and MMC. This alternative provides educational opportunities for people of all ages, including Seashore visitors, students
and researchers, relating to estuarine ecology and mariculture. This alternative is consistent with the "national interest"
expressed in President Clinton's May 26, 2000 Executive Order 13158 directing the Departments of Commerce (DOC) and
Interior to expand and strengthen the "Nation's system of marine protected areas.” It respects the California Fish and Game
Commission designation, effective May 2010, of Drakes Estero as a State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), a protected area
in which recreational clam digging and shellfish cultivation pursuant to CDFG leases are permitted. DBOC's operation within a
SMCA and PRNS presents a unique opportunity for collaborative research that supports the policies of the National Shellfish
Initiative [Initiative] announced by NOAA and DOC in June 2011, and responds directly and positively to NRC and MMC
recommendations regarding collaborative efforts to inform adaptive management of Drakes Estero. This alternative supports the
goals of the Initiative, which are to increase domestic seafood production, create sustainable jobs and restore marine habitats. It
provides opportunities for research as called for by the Initiative, "?.on the interactions between shellfish and the environment in
terms of climate change, ocean acidification, naturally occurring pathogens and parasites, and other factors . . ." This alternative
supports DBOC's efforts to restore native oysters in Drakes Estero and to study the potential for native oysters to withstand the
effects of global ocean acidification now beginning to affect all Pacific coast shellfish. This alternative sustainably supports the
local economy by continuing to attract thousands of ethnically diverse visitors to West Marin every year and continuing to
provide over half of the San Francisco Bay Area's sustainably farmed shellfish. It protects desperately needed affordable
housing for farmworkers on remote Point Reyes ranches. Under this alternative, DBOC will continue to provide essential oyster
shell for environmental programs, such as the San Francisco Bay Native Oyster Restoration Project, the SF Bay Bird
Observatory Snowy Plover Habitat Enhancement Project and the California Department of Fish and Game Least Tern Habitat
Enhancement Project. This alternative supports a landscape that is ecologically and economically sustainable. It is consistent
with the natural resource management provisions in the PRNS General Management Plan, and enables the Seashore to
collaboratively integrate ecosystem science and natural and cultural resource management to better understand and manage
relationships among the physical, biological, and cultural elements of a working land and seascape, while maintaining its
distinctive "sense of place and character.” COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE: A Ten-Year Special Use
Permit with Option for Extension; Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities; and Construction of New Processing Facilities This
alternative permits DBOC to continue to utilize onshore facilities within the Seashore (PRNS) pastoral zone to support shellfish
cultivation in Drakes Estero pursuant to its leases from the California Department of Fish and Game [CDFG]. DBOC would pay
"fair market value" for use of the on-shore facilities, which would take into account the value of interpretive services provided
and the investment needed to rehabilitate existing facilities and construct new processing facilities. The rehabilitation and
construction work would be as described in the discussion of Alternative D. Under this alternative, DBOC will collaborate with
relevant organizations, including but not limited to the NPS, the CDFG, the UC SeaGrant program and other educational and
research agencies and in developing interpretive programs and scientifically valid research projects as recommended by the
NRC and MMC. This alternative provides educational opportunities for people of all ages, including Seashore visitors, students
and researchers, relating to estuarine ecology and mariculture. This alternative is consistent with the "national interest"”
expressed in President Clinton's May 26, 2000 Executive Order 13158 directing the Departments of Commerce (DOC) and
Interior to expand and strengthen the "Nation's system of marine protected areas.” It respects the California Fish and Game
Commission designation, effective May 2010, of Drakes Estero as a State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), a protected area
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in which recreational clam digging and shellfish cultivation pursuant to CDFG leases are permitted. DBOC's operation within a
SMCA and PRNS presents a unique opportunity for collaborative research that supports the policies of the National Shellfish
Initiative [Initiative] announced by NOAA and DOC in June 2011, and responds directly and positively to NRC and MMC
recommendations regarding collaborative efforts to inform adaptive management of Drakes Estero. This alternative supports the
goals of the Initiative, which are to increase domestic seafood production, create sustainable jobs and restore marine habitats. It
provides opportunities for research as called for by the Initiative, "?.on the interactions between shellfish and the environment in
terms of climate change, ocean acidification, naturally occurring pathogens and parasites, and other factors . . ." This alternative
supports DBOC's efforts to restore native oysters in Drakes Estero and to study the potential for native oysters to withstand the
effects of global ocean acidification now beginning to affect all Pacific coast shellfish. This alternative sustainably supports the
local economy by continuing to attract thousands of ethnically diverse visitors to West Marin every year and continuing to
provide over half of the San Francisco Bay Area's sustainably farmed shellfish. It protects desperately needed affordable
housing for farmworkers on remote Point Reyes ranches. Under this alternative, DBOC will continue to provide essential oyster
shell for environmental programs, such as the San Francisco Bay Native Oyster Restoration Project, the SF Bay Bird
Observatory Snowy Plover Habitat Enhancement Project and the California Department of Fish and Game Least Tern Habitat
Enhancement Project. This alternative supports a landscape that is ecologically and economically sustainable. It is consistent
with the natural resource management provisions in the PRNS General Management Plan, and enables the Seashore to
collaboratively integrate ecosystem science and natural and cultural resource management to better understand and manage
relationships among the physical, biological, and cultural elements of a working land and seascape, while maintaining its
distinctive "sense of place and character.”

50205 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Fairfax, Sally K

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:06:28

Web Form

I do not believe that the NPS approached the EIS on the Drake's Bay Oyster issue with an open mind. As | commented at the
REI listening session, the EIS questions seemed generic, and unsuited, perhaps intentionally, unsuited to weighing the benefits
and impacts of the operation. And | do not believe that the data, as | understand it, supports the contention that oyster production
is either bad for the seals or bad for the ecosystem more generally. In fact, after such an intense effort to find damage caused by
the Oyster operation, the lack of results would seem to confirm the null, that the oysters have slim/none impact on the seals.
Indeed, it is arguable that the stewardship of the area provided by such scrupulous managers could have significant ecological
benefits, including for the seals. There is no doubt that the operation contributes jobs, protein, a very laudable example of
sustainable small scale family based agricultural production, and an opportunity for significant educational programs in such

operations. | therefore strongly support the Collaborative Management option as the best way forward.

50206 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:06:39

Web Form

Socioeconomic impacts are not properly addressed furthermore, the analysis is flawed. Geographic parameters used throughout
this chapter ? Switch back and forth from Inverness proper, to greater West Marin, to Marin in general, to Multi-County, to
Statewide, and even to Nationwide. ? This switching of parameters is used to argue that the job losses would be minimal.
Considered properly: ? DBOC is one of the largest employers in the area. ? West Marin is a community isolated 20 miles away
from the main population of the county by farms, ranches, open space and parkland therefore, these job losses would be
anything but minimal The analysis presented here is insufficient. This section should be reformulated and corrected for the
dEIS. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, especially the Collaborative Management

Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

50207 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:08:49

Web Form

Impacts to local habitat restoration efforts and endangered species are not addressed ? The oyster shell byproduct from the
Drakes Bay Oyster Farm cannery is the sole, critical resource for reestablishing native oyster beds, and for restoring CA Least
Tern and Western Snowy Plover habitat, in San Francisco Bay. ? The California Least Tern is a U.S. federally listed endangered
species ? The Snowy Plover is in decline due to habitat loss. ? If Drakes Bay Oyster farm were shut down, the restoration
operations could also be shut down. ? The d EIS does not address the impacts to wildlife or the environmental issues
surrounding the loss of these restoration efforts. ? The dEIS should correct these flaws. | support a renewable Special Use
Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, especially the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster

Company.

50208 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:10:48

Web Form

The historic cultural role of the oyster farm in West Marin is not adequately addressed. The EIS must assess ? The cultural
impacts of eliminating an institution that has been in operation for generations ? The importance to ? Park visitors ? Local
restaurants ? Local food shed I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, especially the

Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.
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50209 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:13:11

Web Form

Existing management policies are not considered. ? The current General Management Plan for Point Reyes National Seashore,
adopted in 1980, strongly supports the continued operation of the oyster farm, as do all of the relevant Marin County planning
documents. ? The d EIS does not include any reasons for, or discussion of, this decision to bypass ? The existing General
Management Plan and ? Marin County's planning processes The existing management policies must be considered and
addressed. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, especially the Collaborative Management

Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

50210 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Cutts, Bonnie

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:22:59

Web Form

I urge you to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year, as long intended. It is in the public interest to create the West Coast's
only marine wilderness for the enjoyment of all. The public has waited nearly four decades for these protections to be
implemented, which is an immense compromise in itself. Drakes Estero is a rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop
over, harbor seals give birth, and fish take shelter in eelgrass. As someone who enjoys our nation's national parks and their

wildlife, I urge you to uphold the longstanding plan to convert this very special resource to wilderness.

I urge you to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness next year and is the Environmentally Preferred
Alternative. The National Park Service is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources at Drakes Estero
and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting this park. Our national parks are set aside
for the public and for wildlife protection, and after waiting nearly 40 years for private commercial use rights to expire, it's time
to give the estuary the protection it needs. The environmental review shows that alternative "A" is best for public policy, and
best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other natural resources. Drakes Estero is our only marine wilderness on the West
Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be commercially grown elsewhere.

Please honor the promise made for a protected marine wilderness at Drakes Estero. In doing so, you will set a good policy
example and reward the public with an enduring legacy feat found nowhere else on the West Coast.

50211 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Ostrow, Joseph

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:25:39

Web Form

I urge you to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year, as long intended. It is in the public interest to create the West Coast's
only marine wilderness for the enjoyment of all. The public has waited nearly four decades for these protections to be
implemented, which is an immense compromise in itself. Drakes Estero is a rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop
over, harbor seals give birth, and fish take shelter in eelgrass. As someone who enjoys our nation's national parks and their

wildlife, I urge you to uphold the longstanding plan to convert this very special resource to wilderness.

I urge you to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness next year and is the Environmentally Preferred
Alternative. The National Park Service is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources at Drakes Estero
and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting this park. Our national parks are set aside
for the public and for wildlife protection, and after waiting nearly 40 years for private commercial use rights to expire, it's time
to give the estuary the protection it needs. The environmental review shows that alternative "A" is best for public policy, and
best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other natural resources. Drakes Estero is our only marine wilderness on the West
Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be commercially grown elsewhere.

Please honor the promise made for a protected marine wilderness at Drakes Estero. In doing so, you will set a good policy
example and reward the public with an enduring legacy feat found nowhere else on the West Coast.

50212 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Kitterman, Julie

Sierra Club Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:35:01

Web Form

I am writing to urge the National Park Service to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year as long-intended. The American
public deserves to have the West Coast's only marine wilderness protected for future generations to enjoy. Drakes Estero is a
rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop over, harbor seals give birth, and fish spawn. It deserves the highest level of
protection as Congress long-intended. As someone who enjoys our nation's spectacular national parks, | urge you to not

undermine protections at Drakes Estero and succumb to special interests seeking to commercialize these special places.

I urge the National Park Service and the Department of the Interior to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness
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and is the environmentally preferred alternative. The NPS is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources,
as stated in the Seashore's legislation, and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting
this park. Our national parks are for the people and wildlife protection, not commercial exploitation. The environmental review
shows that alternative "A" best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other wildlife and plants. Drakes Estero is our only marine
wilderness on the West Coast, and it is irreplaceable, while oysters can be grown elsewhere.

National Parks and wilderness areas are treasured by the majority of Americans and are for the public interest, not for private
commercial exploitation. By protecting wilderness, the National Park Service will set a positive policy example while
commercializing it will set a negative example and help others seek their special exemptions from national park laws.

50213 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

washburn, constance ¢

Marin Agricultural Land Trust Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:37:53

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final Drakes Bay Oyster Co SUP EIS.
The Oyster company is an asset to Marin county and California for many reasons. It is a model of sustainable and
environmentally well managed agriculture and it educates visitors about the importance of local sustainable food systems. It
employs over 70 people. It provides high quality food to the Bay Area. It is also an important part of the viability of agriculture

as a whole in Marin County.

50214 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Nichols, Maureen

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:45:19

Web Form

I urge you to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year, as long intended. It is in the public interest to create the West Coast's
only marine wilderness for the enjoyment of all. The public has waited nearly four decades for these protections to be
implemented, which is an immense compromise in itself. Drakes Estero is a rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop
over, harbor seals give birth, and fish take shelter in eelgrass. As someone who enjoys our nation's national parks and their

wildlife, I urge you to uphold the longstanding plan to convert this very special resource to wilderness.

I urge you to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness next year and is the Environmentally Preferred
Alternative. The National Park Service is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources at Drakes Estero
and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting this park. Our national parks are set aside
for the public and for wildlife protection, and after waiting nearly 40 years for private commercial use rights to expire, it's time
to give the estuary the protection it needs. The environmental review shows that alternative "A" is best for public policy, and
best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other natural resources. Drakes Estero is our only marine wilderness on the West
Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be commercially grown elsewhere.

Please honor the promise made for a protected marine wilderness at Drakes Estero. In doing so, you will set a good policy
example and reward the public with an enduring legacy feat found nowhere else on the West Coast.

50215 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Mcelveen, Scot

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

I urge you to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year, as long intended. Commercial uses inside units of the National Park
System by law and administrative policy are not the highest priority. They should only be allowed to exist (or in this case
continue) when impacts to park resources and values is minimal. This is clearly not the case related to this oyster farm where
natural resources have been negatively impacted as determined by scientific study, and where the public's full ability to enjoy

these resources as intended has been compromised.

Itis in the public interest to create the West Coast's only marine wilderness for the enjoyment of all. The public has waited
nearly four decades for these protections to be implemented, which is an immense compromise in itself. Drakes Estero is a rare
wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop over, harbor seals give birth, and fish take shelter in eelgrass. As someone who
enjoys our nation's national parks and their wildlife, | urge you to uphold the longstanding plan to convert this very special
resource to wilderness.

I urge you to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness next year and is the Environmentally Preferred
Alternative. The National Park Service is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources at Drakes Estero
and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting this park. Our national parks are set aside
for the public and for wildlife protection, and after waiting nearly 40 years for private commercial use rights to expire, it's time
to give the estuary the protection it needs. The environmental review shows that alternative "A" is best for public policy, and
best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other natural resources. Drakes Estero is our only marine wilderness on the West
Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be commercially grown elsewhere.

Please honor the promise made for a protected marine wilderness at Drakes Estero. In doing so, you will set a good policy
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example and reward the public with an enduring legacy feat found nowhere else on the West Coast.

50216 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

West, Jennifer

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:56:01

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50217 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Parr, Albert C

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 16:56:22

Web Form

I strongly believe the Drakes Bay Oyster company should be encouraged to stay in business with a viable chance at success.
This country needs small businesses and to curtail the activities of this company makes no sense as they have proven to be

reliable stewards of the water and shore and in fact add to the tourist attraction quality of that part of the California coast.

| support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS and | hope the
Federal Government can make a business favorable decision in this matter.

50218 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
evans, thomas s

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 17:07:02

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

Thomas Evans

50219
Grove, Jeff
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 17:10:51

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

I believe there have to be win-win solutions for balancing national park, environmental, historical and business needs. Thank
you

50220 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Calhoun, Cornelia

EAC, Sierra Club Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 17:17:44

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternate to the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50221 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Taniguchi, Kenneth K
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 17:20:31
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Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS. Considering the
historical interest in oyster farming in the area and the positive benefit to the California economy in it's current poor condition, it
make logical sense to allow the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm operation to continue.

50222 Project: 33043 43390

Boucher, Jack E. E

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 17:24:06

Web Form

I have been in conservation and/presrvation all my life....I am now 80....and retired from the National Park Service after a 50
year career There is NO REASON why an oyster farm should not be permitted at Point Reyes....or any where else. Most
important, oysters filter the water thy are inhabiting, purifying it. They are a natural resident of waters such as Point Reyes. Be

damn glad they are there!

Document:

jack e. boucher

PS Plus ....they are a delicious delicacy!

50223 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Frachtman, Brianna

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 17:26:34

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50224 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

McCartan, Michael S

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS. As a 2 time visitor

to this oyster bay, | feel that this is a sustainable,ecological use. Thank You

50225
Cacia, Jan B
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE: A Ten-Year Special Use Permit with Option for Extension;
Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities; and Construction of New Processing Facilities This alternative permits DBOC to continue
to utilize onshore facilities within the Seashore (PRNS) pastoral zone to support shellfish cultivation in Drakes Estero pursuant
to its leases from the California Department of Fish and Game [CDFG]. DBOC would pay "fair market value" for use of the on-
shore facilities, which would take into account the value of interpretive services provided and the investment needed to
rehabilitate existing facilities and construct new processing facilities. The rehabilitation and construction work would be as
described in the discussion of Alternative D. Under this alternative, DBOC will collaborate with relevant organizations,
including but not limited to the NPS, the CDFG, the UC SeaGrant program and other educational and research agencies and in
developing interpretive programs and scientifically valid research projects as recommended by the NRC and MMC. This
alternative provides educational opportunities for people of all ages, including Seashore visitors, students and researchers,
relating to estuarine ecology and mariculture. This alternative is consistent with the "national interest" expressed in President
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Clinton's May 26, 2000 Executive Order 13158 directing the Departments of Commerce (DOC) and Interior to expand and
strengthen the "Nation's system of marine protected areas." It respects the California Fish and Game Commission designation,
effective May 2010, of Drakes Estero as a State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), a protected area in which recreational clam
digging and shellfish cultivation pursuant to CDFG leases are permitted. DBOC's operation within a SMCA and PRNS presents
a unique opportunity for collaborative research that supports the policies of the National Shellfish Initiative [Initiative]
announced by NOAA and DOC in June 2011, and responds directly and positively to NRC and MMC recommendations
regarding collaborative efforts to inform adaptive management of Drakes Estero. This alternative supports the goals of the
Initiative, which are to increase domestic seafood production, create sustainable jobs and restore marine habitats. It provides
opportunities for research as called for by the Initiative, "?.on the interactions between shellfish and the environment in terms of
climate change, ocean acidification, naturally occurring pathogens and parasites, and other factors . . ." This alternative supports
DBOC's efforts to restore native oysters in Drakes Estero and to study the potential for native oysters to withstand the effects of
global ocean acidification now beginning to affect all Pacific coast shellfish. This alternative sustainably supports the local
economy by continuing to attract thousands of ethnically diverse visitors to West Marin every year and continuing to provide
over half of the San Francisco Bay Area's sustainably farmed shellfish. It protects desperately needed affordable housing for
farmworkers on remote Point Reyes ranches. Under this alternative, DBOC will continue to provide essential oyster shell for
environmental programs, such as the San Francisco Bay Native Oyster Restoration Project, the SF Bay Bird Observatory Snowy
Plover Habitat Enhancement Project and the California Department of Fish and Game Least Tern Habitat Enhancement Project.
This alternative supports a landscape that is ecologically and economically sustainable. It is consistent with the natural resource
management provisions in the PRNS General Management Plan, and enables the Seashore to collaboratively integrate
ecosystem science and natural and cultural resource management to better understand and manage relationships among the
physical, biological, and cultural elements of a working land and seascape, while maintaining its distinctive "sense of place and
character.”

50226 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Ebisuzaki, Lara

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 17:56:14

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50227
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 17:56:29

Web Form

None of the proposed alternatives are appropriate. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50228 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:02:22

Web Form

National aquaculture policies are ignored. Shellfish aquaculture is widely recognized nationally, and globally, as having a
valuable role in the protection of wild fish resources. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is
encouraging aquaculture for this and many other reasons. The dEIS should consider these policies. | support a renewable Special
Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay

Oyster Company.

50229 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Shoemaker, Donna L

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS. Please read my
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previous comments sent in a few days ago!

Thanks, Donna

50230 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Williams, Deborah L

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:05:57

Web Form

Dear Regional Director Lehnertz and Director Jarvis,

From the perspective and experience of a former Special Assistant to the Secretary of Interior who worked closely with the
National Park Service and Fish and Wildlife Service on wilderness and other nationally significant issues, | strongly urge you to
select Alternative A -- No New Special Use Permit in Drakes Estero.

Whether it is the protection of Point Reyes National Seashore Wilderness, or Denali National Park Wilderness, or Izembek
National Wildlife Refuge Wilderness, or Wrangell St. Elias National Park Wilderness, history demonstrates clearly that
precedents matter, and that we must reject adverse precedents.

We know that to conserve our precious wilderness areas for future generations, land management agencies must exhibit
tremendous diligence, backbone, and integrity. And, to ensure that current and future generations are able to enjoy all of the
extraordinary benefits of wilderness, it is necessary, although sometimes politically painful, to stand up to persistent, short-term,
commercial interests when these interests seek to undermine the Wilderness Act and its application.

Succumbing to short-term, opportunistic, commercial interests in Drakes Estero -- contrary to the clear intent of Congress in
creating this Wilderness Area in 1976 -- would, indeed, be a terrible precedent, and one that would haunt the National Park
Service and other land management agencies for decades. History demonstrates that you do not want to go down a slippery
slope like this, or you and other land management agencies will be battling to achieve the appropriate implementation of
potential wilderness in other areas in the future, and inviting more outside interference associated with non-conforming uses.

There is, of course, a simple bright line that should not be crossed: namely, consistent with the Wilderness Act, agencies need to
eliminate non-conforming uses in potential wilderness areas when the special use permit at issue expires. Period. If you make an
exception in this case, you, other agencies and Congress will be hearing repeatedly in the future, "you did it in Drakes Estero, so
you can do it here?" In other words, once you cross a bright line and start down a slippery slope like this, there is no end to
future political and policy grief.

Having grown up in Southern California and having witnessed the destruction of the extraordinary estuaries there, like so many
others | supported and applauded the passage of the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. For so many reasons, California, the
West Coast, the nation, and the Western Hemisphere needed a marine wilderness area in this location. Congress and the nation
understood and embraced this. The 1976 law and its legislative history were clear. Among other provisions,Congress designated
the waters of Drakes Estero and the adjoining intertidal land as potential wilderness, and thus the commercial oyster operations
had to end when the non-conforming lease expired. Now, of course, is the time to implement this.

Following the Wilderness Act is necessary, and a crucial part of the National Park Service's mandate. One of our greatest gifts to
future generations and ecosystem integrity is wilderness designation and proper implementation. This is especially true in
Drakes Estero. This high profile location, with all of its biological and ecosystem services attributes, is a place to demonstrate
that the Wilderness Act matters and will be honored; and that money and political influence and distortions of the record cannot
be used to undermine it.

Other comments will detail at length the many other compelling reasons for selecting Alternative A. The point of my comments
is to emphasize the precedential reasons for doing so. Again, the wrong decision here will haunt the National Park Service and
other land management agencies throughout the nation. This would, indeed, do a grave disservice to our nation's wilderness
areas, your limited resources and your mandates.

In summary, based on the record, the law, the biology, and the precedent-setting nature of this decision, | urge you to select
Alternative A ? No New Special Use Permit in Drakes Estero. This would also be consistent with your long-standing excellent
management of Point Reyes National Seashore.

Thank you for providing the public the opportunity to comment on this very important issue.

50231 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Gyorgy, Jane

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:06:06

Web Form

None of the alternatives is appropriate. While the NEPA process mandates the consideration of a "no-action alternative," there

are no alternatives presented in the dEIS that qualify as "no-action.” ? Alternative A forces DBOC out of business next year, ?
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The other alternatives force it to shut down in 10 years. ? The DEIS fails to provide a valid status-quo baseline. ? A new set of
alternatives must be created that meet the actual criteria for this process. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes
Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company. DBOC
must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and regulatory
authority.

50232 Project: 33043 43390
Benowitz, Arne

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:09:26

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

Document:

50233 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Frachtman, Brianna

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:17:02

Web Form

I urge you to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year, as long intended. It is in the public interest to create the West Coast's
only marine wilderness for the enjoyment of all. The public has waited nearly four decades for these protections to be
implemented, which is an immense compromise in itself. Drakes Estero is a rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop
over, harbor seals give birth, and fish take shelter in eelgrass. As someone who enjoys our nation's national parks and their

wildlife, I urge you to uphold the longstanding plan to convert this very special resource to wilderness.

I urge you to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness next year and is the Environmentally Preferred
Alternative. The National Park Service is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources at Drakes Estero
and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting this park. Our national parks are set aside
for the public and for wildlife protection, and after waiting nearly 40 years for private commercial use rights to expire, it's time
to give the estuary the protection it needs. The environmental review shows that alternative "A" is best for public policy, and
best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other natural resources. Drakes Estero is our only marine wilderness on the West
Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be commercially grown elsewhere.

Please honor the promise made for a protected marine wilderness at Drakes Estero. In doing so, you will set a good policy
example and reward the public with an enduring legacy feat found nowhere else on the West Coast.

50234 Project: 33043 43390

Goodman, Margaret S

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:22:25

Web Form

I support the wilderness designation for Drakes Estero within the Point Reyes National Seashore. | urge the National Park
Service and Department of the Interior to uphold the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act and select alternative A, which protects

this important marine wilderness and is the environmentally preferred alternative.

Document:

Drakes Estero is a unique and ecologically significant wildlife area. It is an important stop on the flyway for migrating birds, a
refuge and birthplace for harbor seals and a critical native fish nursery. Congress and the public have long intended that Drakes
Estero be given the highest federal level of protection as a wilderness area when the commercial oyster lease expires in 2012.

This can only be accomplished by selecting Alternative "A" and ending commercial use of this sensitive wildlife refuge.
Alternative A is the most consistent with National Park Service laws and policies. The Park Service's environmental review
shows that alternative "A" best protects wildlife and the National Park experience.

Our national parks are for the people and wildlife protection, and wilderness areas with our parks should not prioritize
commercial exploitation. The American public deserves to have this unique marine wilderness protected in a natural state for
future generations to enjoy.

Drakes Estero is the only marine wilderness on the West Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be grown elsewhere.

As someone who enjoys our spectacular national parks, | urge you to not undermine protections at Drakes Estero and succumb
to special interests seeking to commercialize these special places.

50235 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Oloughlin, Lareal

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:23:42

Web Form

Dear NPS, After having watched the History Of The National Parks documentary recently, | wholeheartedly support the

wilderness designation for Drakes Estero within the Point Reyes National Seashore. | strongly urge the National Park Service
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and Department of the Interior to uphold the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act and select alternative A, which protects this
important marine wilderness and is the environmentally preferred alternative.

Drakes Estero is a unique and ecologically significant wildlife area. It is an important stop on the flyway for migrating birds, a
refuge and birthplace for harbor seals and a critical native fish nursery. Congress and the public have long intended that Drakes
Estero be given the highest federal level of protection as a wilderness area when the commercial oyster lease expires in 2012.

This can only be accomplished by selecting Alternative "A" and ending commercial use of this sensitive wildlife refuge.
Alternative A is the most consistent with National Park Service laws and policies. The Park Service's environmental review
shows that alternative "A" best protects wildlife and the National Park experience.

Our national parks are for the people and wildlife protection, and wilderness areas with our parks should not prioritize
commercial exploitation. The American public deserves to have this unique marine wilderness protected in a natural state for
future generations to enjoy.

Drakes Estero is the only marine wilderness on the West Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be grown elsewhere.

As someone who enjoys our spectacular national parks, | urge you to not undermine protections at Drakes Estero and succumb
to special interests seeking to commercialize these special places.

50236 Project: 33043 43390

Lapuyade, Larry

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:26:40

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Document:

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50237
Love, Lynn
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:27:39

Web Form

Although I don't get to Drake's Bay as often as | would like to sample the beauty that it provides, | support the effort to protect
this rare and vital part of California.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50238 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Ferguson, Doug

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:29:09

Web Form

I'm an attorney with 40 years experience in environmental preservation matters. Over my 39 years on the Board of Directors for
the Trust for Public Land - for which organization | am NOT officially speaking here - it has been both my pleasure and an
honor to work closely with the National Park Service on a large number of projects and initiatives located across the United

States. For the first 36 of those 39 years, | considered the NPS in its entirety to be a model of responsible governance.

I hope that remains true elsewhere, but here in Marin we have a major exception. Over the past three years | have been an
increasingly interested and dismayed bystander as the NPS - to my absolute astonishment - has become a pawn to strident local
interests that are determined by fair means or foul (and mostly foul) to terminate the Drakes Bay Oyster Co. lease. For those
willing to take the time to follow this matter closely, it has become abundantly clear that basic honesty is no longer held in
respect by those responsible for governing the Point Reyes National Seashore.
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The EIS now under review is a continuation of this myopic and woefully-slanted perversion of governmental prerogatives. The
only option left to me is to add this urging of support for the COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE and to
hope against hope that the NPS I've so long respected will cease betraying the public trust.

50239 Project: 33043 43390
Walton, Zachary

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

Document:

Please clarify if NPS is of the view that DBOC's leases with California are lawful now or ever.

50240 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Ringold, Dena

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 18:51:40

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS. Thank you.

50241 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Jackson, Donald L

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:12:09

Web Form

As a native Californian, and frequent visitor to the National Parks, | appreciate the values of our nation that are preserved in our

national parks. | do not see any reason for an oyster operation at Point Reyes.

| support Alternative "A", and a return of that area to natural conditions. The park was created for the enjoyment of all the
people, not the few who might profit from a location within the park.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

50242
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:14:20

Web Form

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50243
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:16:03

Web Form

Potential impact on wildlife is not properly assessed.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

The dEIS claims that removing the oyster farm would benefit harbor seals; that claim is false. Drakes Estero is currently home
to one of the largest harbor seal populations on the California coast and the harbor seal population has remained constant for
decades, according to Dr. Sarah Allen's Annual report on Harbor Seals at Drakes Estero.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50244
N/A, N/A

Project: 33043 Document: 43390



Outside Organization:
Received:
Correspondence Type:
Correspondence:

Correspondence ID:
Name:

Outside Organization:
Received:
Correspondence Type:
Correspondence:

Correspondence ID:
Name:

Outside Organization:
Received:
Correspondence Type:
Correspondence:

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:17:33

Web Form

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, especially the Collaborative Management
Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

The dEIS includes much discussion about special-status species

It concludes that the oyster farm could potentially negatively impact these species

NONE OF THE SEVEN Endangered species mentioned in the dEIS live in the project area!

' NO Myrtle Silverspot Butterfly live IN project area they make their habitat nearby, but not IN the project area (dEIS pg 187)

' NO Red-legged frogs live in the project area: salt water Kills them

' NO Ca Coho Salmon live in project area (dEIS pg 189)

" NO Central Ca Steelhead live in project area (dEIS pg 190)

" NO Leatherback Turtles live in project area (dEIS pg 191)

' NO Western Snowy Plovers live in project area (dEIS pg 192)

"NO Ca Least Terns live in project area (dEIS pg 192)

The dEIS fails to provide an accurate assessment of the oyster farm's proven ability to operate without harming wildlife or
wildlife habitat.

The final document should reconsider all wildlife issues and provide a data based assessment.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

50245 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Rowland, Pete

National Parks VIP Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:19:15

Web Form

Hello,

As a parks volunteer and a longtime park participant of both Muir Woods and Point Reyes national seashore along with
GGNRA, | support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS. Please
allow the Drakes Bay Oyster farm to continue to run, and I'm sure there is a common ground to be found between the NPS and
Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.

50246
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:19:41

Web Form

Environmental benefits are misrepresented and/or missing.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

PRNS has been rebuked for misrepresenting the facts about the environmental benefits of oyster farming yet, the dEIS
misrepresents those facts again, calling the removal of the oyster farm the “"environmentally preferable” alternative.

The dEIS fails to address the important ecological services provided by oysters, including filtering water and reducing nitrogen
in the water. Drakes Estero is one of the most pristine estuaries IN THE COUNTRY DUE TO THE PRESENCE OF THE
OYSTERS.

The dEIS fails to address the environmental impacts of the following:

' Replacing a local, sustainable food source with 35,000 pounds of oysters that would have to be flown in from Asia each week
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to compensate

' Comparisons of the carbon footprint of the existing food source with the replacement food source must be analyzed in the
dEIS.

' The dEIS fails to consider world population food needs.

0 1960 world population 3 BILLION PEOPLE

0 2011 world population 7 BILLION PEOPLE, 2.33 times greater in 51 years

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50247 Project: 33043 43390

Townsend, Trey

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:20:15

Web Form

I urge you to protect Drakes Estero wilderness next year, as long intended. It is in the public interest to create the West Coast's
only marine wilderness for the enjoyment of all. The public has waited nearly four decades for these protections to be
implemented, which is an immense compromise in itself. Drakes Estero is a rare wildlife refuge where migrating birds stop
over, harbor seals give birth, and fish take shelter in eelgrass. As someone who enjoys our nation's national parks and their

wildlife, I urge you to uphold the longstanding plan to convert this very special resource to wilderness.

Document:

I urge you to select alternative "A", which protects marine wilderness next year and is the Environmentally Preferred
Alternative. The National Park Service is mandated to provide maximum protection to the natural resources at Drakes Estero
and selecting this alternative is the most consistent with the laws and policies affecting this park. Our national parks are set aside
for the public and for wildlife protection, and after waiting nearly 40 years for private commercial use rights to expire, it's time
to give the estuary the protection it needs. The environmental review shows that alternative "A" is best for public policy, and
best protects harbor seals, fish, birds and other natural resources. Drakes Estero is our only marine wilderness on the West
Coast, and is irreplaceable, while oysters can be commercially grown elsewhere.

Please honor the promise made for a protected marine wilderness at Drakes Estero. In doing so, you will set a good policy
example and reward the public with an enduring legacy feat found nowhere else on the West Coast.

50248
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:20:26

Web Form

Economic impacts are not adequately addressed.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

The dEIS states, removing the oyster farm would cause "major, long-term, adverse effects to the California shellfish market" but

' The dEIS does not provide a complete analysis of these MAJOR, LONG-TERM, ADVERSE IMPACTS!

' The dEIS does not include these impacts in the overall analysis.

' The dEIS does not analyze the impacts of eliminating one of the largest employers in West Marin.

The dEIS must assess and address the economic impacts of eliminating the production of nearly 40% of California 's oysters and
the subsequent impact on the economy.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
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regulatory authority.

50249 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Sponaugle, Boyd L

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:20:33

Web Form

Reissue the Special Use Permit. Jobs are essential in today's economy. As every well schooled economist knows, the United
States is in the 11th year of a Secular Bear Market that began in January 2000. The average length of time for secular market
conditions is 16 years (the longest secular bear market on record being the 20 year period between 1929 and 1949), so it would
seem irresponsible to not reissue the Special Use Permit for at least five years, thereby providing and maintaining jobs at a time

when they are truly needed.

50250
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:21:17

Web Form

Socioeconomic impacts are not properly addressed furthermore the analysis is flawed.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Geographic parameters used throughout this chapter

' Switch back and forth from Inverness proper, to greater West Marin, to Marin in general, to Multi-County, to Statewide, and
even to Nationwide.

' This switching of parameters is used to argue that the job losses would be minimal.

Considered properly:

' DBOC is one of the largest employers in the area.

' West Marin is a community isolated 20 miles away from the main population of the county by farms, ranches, open space and
parkland therefore, these job losses would be anything but minimal

The analysis presented here is insufficient.

This section should be reformulated and corrected for the dEIS.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50251
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:21:36

Web Form

Impacts to local habitat restoration efforts and endangered species are not addressed

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

' The oyster shell byproduct from the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm cannery is the sole, critical resource for reestablishing native
oyster beds, and for restoring CA Least Tern and Western Snowy Plover habitat, in San Francisco Bay . ' The California Least
Tern is a U.S. federally listed endangered species

' The Snowy Plover is in decline due to habitat loss.

" If Drakes Bay Oyster farm were shut down, the restoration operations could also be shut down.

' The d EIS does not address the impacts to wildlife or the environmental issues surrounding the loss of these restoration efforts.
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' The dEIS should correct these flaws.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50252
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:23:04

Web Form

The historic cultural role of the oyster farm in West Marin is not adequately addressed. The EIS must assess

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

' The cultural impacts of eliminating an institution that has been in operation for generations

' The importance to

' Park visitors

' Local restaurants

' Local food shed

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50253
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 19:23:40
Web Form

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative

proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50254
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:23:55

Web Form

Existing management policies are not considered.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

' The current General Management Plan for Point Reyes National Seashore, adopted in 1980, strongly supports the continued
operation of the oyster farm, as do all of the relevant Marin County planning documents.

' The d EIS does not include any reasons for, or discussion of, this decision to bypass

' The existing General Management Plan and

' Marin County's planning processes

The existing management policies must be considered and addressed.
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I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority

50255
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:24:06

Web Form

National aquaculture policies are ignored.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Shellfish aquaculture is widely recognized nationally, and globally, as having a valuable role in the protection of wild fish
resources.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is encouraging aquaculture for this and many other reasons.

The dEIS should consider these policies.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50256
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:25:36

Web Form

None of the alternatives is appropriate. While the NEPA process mandates the consideration of a "no-action alternative," there
are no alternatives presented in the dEIS that qualify as "no-action."

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

' Alternative A forces DBOC out of business next year,

' The other alternatives force it to shut down in 10 years.

' The DEIS fails to provide a valid status-quo baseline.

" A new set of alternatives must be created that meet the actual criteria for this process.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50257
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

DRAKES BAY OYSTER COMPANY SPECIAL USE PERMIT:

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Collaborative Management Alternative

COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE: A Ten-Year Special Use Permit with Option for Extension;
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Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities; and Construction of New Processing Facilities

This alternative permits DBOC to continue to utilize onshore facilities within the Seashore (PRNS) pastoral zone to support
shellfish cultivation in Drakes Estero pursuant to its leases from the California Department of Fish and Game [CDFG]. DBOC
would pay "fair market value™ for use of the on-shore facilities, which would take into account the value of interpretive services
provided and the investment needed to rehabilitate existing facilities and construct new processing facilities. The rehabilitation
and construction work would be as described in the discussion of Alternative D.

Under this alternative, DBOC will collaborate with relevant organizations, including but not limited to the NPS, the CDFG, the
UC SeaGrant program, and other educational and research agencies and in developing interpretive programs and scientifically

valid research projects as recommended by the NRC and MMC. This alternative provides educational opportunities for people

of all ages, including Seashore visitors, students, and researchers, relating to estuarine ecology and mariculture.

This alternative is consistent with the "national interest" expressed in President Clinton's May 26, 2000 Executive Order 13158
directing the Departments of Commerce (DOC) and Interior to expand and strengthen the "Nation's system of marine protected
areas." It respects the California Fish and Game Commission designation, effective May 2010, of Drakes Estero as a State
Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), a protected area in which recreational clam digging and shellfish cultivation pursuant to
CDFG leases are permitted. DBOC's operation within a SMCA and PRNS presents a unique opportunity for collaborative
research that supports the policies of the National Shellfish Initiative [Initiative] announced by NOAA and DOC in June 2011,
and responds directly and positively to NRC and MMC recommendations regarding collaborative efforts to inform adaptive
management of Drakes Estero.

This alternative supports the goals of the Initiative, which are to increase domestic seafood production, create sustainable jobs,
and restore marine habitats. It provides opportunities for research as called for by the Initiative, "?.on the interactions between
shellfish and the environment in terms of climate change, ocean acidification, naturally occurring pathogens and parasites, and
other factors . . ." This alternative supports DBOC's efforts to restore native oysters in Drakes Estero and to study the potential
for native oysters to withstand the effects of global ocean acidification now beginning to affect all Pacific coast shellfish.

This alternative sustainably supports the local economy by continuing to attract thousands of ethnically diverse visitors to West
Marin every year and continuing to provide over half of the San Francisco Bay Area's sustainably farmed shellfish. It protects
desperately needed affordable housing for farm workers on remote Point Reyes ranches.

Under this alternative, DBOC will continue to provide essential oyster shell for environmental programs, such as the San
Francisco Bay Native Oyster Restoration Project, the SF Bay Bird Observatory Snowy Plover Habitat Enhancement Project and
the California Department of Fish and Game Least Tern Habitat Enhancement Project.

This alternative supports a landscape that is ecologically and economically sustainable. It is consistent with the natural resource
management provisions in the PRNS General Management Plan, and enables the Seashore to collaboratively integrate
ecosystem science and natural and cultural resource management to better understand and manage relationships among the
physical, biological, and cultural elements of a working land and seascape, while maintaining its distinctive "sense of place and
character.”

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50258 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Romanowski, Amy

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:26:49

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
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and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50259 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Delaney, Elisha

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:28:24

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50260 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Mummery, Alexandra

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:28:25

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50261
Gerber, RB
Point Reyes Community Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:32:49

Web Form

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative
proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority

50262 Project: 33043 43390
O'Brien, Dan
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 19:48:15

Document:
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Web Form
I do not think a renewal of the special use permit is in the best long term interest of the park.

50263
Peters, Lou
National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 20:27:26

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50264 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Washington, Chris

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 20:27:26

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50265
Farmer, Gail
National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 20:28:17

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
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and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50266 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Broullon, Adriana J

Agricultural Institute of Marin Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 20:36:23

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50267 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

erskine, doug

retired Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 20:38:32

Web Form

There is not a lot to discuss. The enabling legislation (act of congress) dictates the end of the oyster farm on a date certain.

Enough said. It's already been paid for.

50268 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Devereux, Lynne

Marin Agricultural Land Trust Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 21:10:34

Web Form

"Isupport the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS."

50269 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Waters, Greg

CIFUS Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:12:25

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50270 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Carruth, Beverly

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:15:00

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50271
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:22:21

Web Form

Thank you, | support a ‘renewable’ special use permit for Drakes' Bay Oyster Company. None of the proposed alternatives are
appropirate. Drakes' Bay Oyster Company farm oysters with sustainable aquaculture practices and are Land-Stewarts for the
environment. Sincerly, Erica Goble Greenbrae Marin County California

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50272 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Johnson, Carole

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:27:59

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
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and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50273
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:51:04

Web Form

Though we are all in favor of protecting our parklands, one can't do it on the basis of such a slim "maybe this might happen" that
has even been controversial and even unproven.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Agriculture has been slowly disappearing in our area. We need the critical mass to keep agriculture alive. The Lunny's are good
stewards of the lands and waters. They are not shoddy caretakers. We not only need them to stay for agriculture to remain
viable, but has no one thought about the fact that we're a growing population that needs to be fed?

Soon we'll be eating one crop born of monoculture on disappated soils and then we'll all be crying.

50274
Cory, Allan
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:51:04

Web Form

None of the proposed alternatives are appropriate. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company!

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50275 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Dilllon, Louis

AFA Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:51:49

Web Form

It would be really sad to see the oyster co. close. | used to ride my horse on the south side of the bay and look down at the oyster
boat and appreciate how pristine the bay looked, untouched by any of the usual tragedy of the american landscape. What is even
more Ironic is that the stae of California is so incompetent as to jeapordise a historic and enviormentaly friendly family

operation like this!

I hope the Oyster Co. stays in operation for a long time, as great stewards of the Bay!

Stewardship Begins with People,

Louis Dillon

Farrier

50276 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Uribe, Virginia

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:52:51

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50277 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Dilllon, Louis

AFA Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:53:26

Web Form

It would be really sad to see the oyster co. close. | used to ride my horse on the south side of the bay and look down at the oyster
boat and appreciate how pristine the bay looked, untouched by any of the usual tragedy of the american landscape. What is even
more Ironic is that the state of California is so incompetent as to jeapordise a historic and enviormentaly friendly family

operation like this!

I hope the Oyster Co. stays in operation for a long time, as great stewards of the Bay!
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Stewardship Begins with People,

Louis Dillon

Farrier

50278 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Dilllon, Louis

AFA Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:53:43

Web Form

It would be really sad to see the oyster co. close. | used to ride my horse on the south side of the bay and look down at the oyster
boat and appreciate how pristine the bay looked, untouched by any of the usual tragedy of the american landscape. What is even
more Ironic is that the state of California is so incompetent as to jeapordise a historic and enviormentaly friendly family
operation like this!

I hope the Oyster Co. stays in operation for a long time, as great stewards of the Bay!

Stewardship Begins with People,

Louis Dillon

Farrier

50279
Corry, Ronit
National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 21:57:49

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50280 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Calhoun, Alexander D

Sierra Club Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:06:10

Web Form

| support the Collaborative Management Alternative. I've watched the Park Service misrepresent on the Drake's Estero oyster

farming issue for too many years. | frequent the area, and have for nearly 50 years.

The oyster famers appear to me - and to the most accurate science, so it seems, to be great stewards of that beautiful area, open
for us all to enjoy. | do believe that at least one of the authors of the legislation that resulted in the Park Service being overseers
of stewardship of Drake's Estero has verified and authenticated that the language and intent of the legislation was meant to allow
certain existing enterprises to continue operation, including the oyster operation.

Don't endanger California oysters due to some national agenda, and against the law that established the park land in West Marin
County, Calfornia, USA!

Alex Calhoun, 11l San Francisco, CA USA
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50281
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:14:32

Web Form

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50282 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Leland, Bill

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

Friends,

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

Please collaborate and save Marin agriculture.

Thank you, Bill Leland

50283 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
johnson, julie

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:16:54

Web Form

None of the proposed alternatives are appropriate. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company."

50284 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Passantino, Trase

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

1 1 support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management

Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

Potential impact on wildlife is not properly assessed.

The dEIS claims that removing the oyster farm would benefit harbor seals; that claim is false. Drakes Estero is currently home
to one of the largest harbor seal populations on the California coast and the harbor seal population has remained constant for
decades, according to Dr. Sarah Allen's Annual report on Harbor Seals at Drakes Estero.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative
proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, especially the Collaborative Management
Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

The dEIS includes much discussion about special-status species

It concludes that the oyster farm could potentially negatively impact these species

NONE OF THE SEVEN Endangered species mentioned in the dEIS live in the project area! ' NO Myrtle Silverspot Butterfly
live IN project area they make their habitat nearby, but not IN the project area (dEIS pg 187) ' NO Red-legged frogs live in the
project area: salt water kills them ' NO Ca Coho Salmon live in project area (dEIS pg 189) ' NO Central Ca Steelhead live in



project area (dEIS pg 190) ' NO Leatherback Turtles live in project area (dEIS pg 191) ' NO Western Snowy Plovers live in
project area (dEIS pg 192) ' NO Ca Least Terns live in project area (dEIS pg 192) The dEIS fails to provide an accurate
assessment of the oyster farm's proven ability to operate without harming wildlife or wildlife habitat.

The final document should reconsider all wildlife issues and provide a data based assessment.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative
proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

Environmental benefits are misrepresented and/or missing.

PRNS has been rebuked for misrepresenting the facts about the environmental benefits of oyster farming yet, the dEIS
misrepresents those facts again, calling the removal of the oyster farm the "environmentally preferable" alternative.

The dEIS fails to address the important ecological services provided by oysters, including filtering water and reducing nitrogen
in the water. Drakes Estero is one of the most pristine estuaries IN THE COUNTRY DUE TO THE PRESENCE OF THE
OYSTERS.

The dEIS fails to address the environmental impacts of the following:

' Replacing a local, sustainable food source with 35,000 pounds of oysters that would have to be flown in from Asia each week
to compensate ' Comparisons of the carbon footprint of the existing food source with the replacement food source must be
analyzed in the dEIS. ' The dEIS fails to consider world population food needs. 0 1960 world population 3 BILLION PEOPLE o
2011 world population 7 BILLION PEOPLE, 2.33 times greater in 51 years | support a renewable Special Use Permit for
Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

Economic impacts are not adequately addressed.

The dEIS states, removing the oyster farm would cause "major, long-term, adverse effects to the California shellfish market" but
' The dEIS does not provide a complete analysis of these MAJOR, LONG-TERM, ADVERSE IMPACTS! ' The dEIS does not
include these impacts in the overall analysis. ' The dEIS does not analyze the impacts of eliminating one of the largest
employers in West Marin. The dEIS must assess and address the economic impacts of eliminating the production of nearly 40%
of California's oysters and the subsequent impact on the economy.

| support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative
proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

Socioeconomic impacts are not properly addressed furthermore the analysis is flawed.

Geographic parameters used throughout this chapter

' Switch back and forth from Inverness proper, to greater West Marin, to Marin in general, to Multi-County, to Statewide, and
even to Nationwide. ' This switching of parameters is used to argue that the job losses would be minimal. Considered properly:

' DBOC is one of the largest employers in the area. ' West Marin is a community isolated 20 miles away from the main
population of the county by farms, ranches, open space and parkland therefore, these job losses would be anything but minimal



The analysis presented here is insufficient.

This section should be reformulated and corrected for the dEIS.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative
proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

Impacts to local habitat restoration efforts and endangered species are not addressed

' The oyster shell byproduct from the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm cannery is the sole, critical resource for reestablishing native
oyster beds, and for restoring CA Least Tern and Western Snowy Plover habitat, in San Francisco Bay. ' The California Least
Tern is a U.S. federally listed endangered species ' The Snowy Plover is in decline due to habitat loss. ' If Drakes Bay Oyster
farm were shut down, the restoration operations could also be shut down. ' The d EIS does not address the impacts to wildlife or
the environmental issues surrounding the loss of these restoration efforts. ' The dEIS should correct these flaws. | support a
renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed
by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

The historic cultural role of the oyster farm in West Marin is not adequately addressed. The EIS must assess

' The cultural impacts of eliminating an institution that has been in operation for generations ' The importance to ' Park visitors '
Local restaurants ' Local food shed | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the
Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

Existing management policies are not considered.

' The current General Management Plan for Point Reyes National Seashore, adopted in 1980, strongly supports the continued
operation of the oyster farm, as do all of the relevant Marin County planning documents. ' The d EIS does not include any
reasons for, or discussion of, this decision to bypass ' The existing General Management Plan and ' Marin County's planning
processes The existing management policies must be considered and addressed.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative
proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

10

National aquaculture policies are ignored.

Shellfish aquaculture is widely recognized nationally, and globally, as having a valuable role in the protection of wild fish
resources.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is encouraging aquaculture for this and many other reasons.



The dEIS should consider these policies.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative
proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

11

None of the alternatives is appropriate. While the NEPA process mandates the consideration of a "no-action alternative," there
are no alternatives presented in the dEIS that qualify as "no-action."

' Alternative A forces DBOC out of business next year, ' The other alternatives force it to shut down in 10 years. ' The DEIS
fails to provide a valid status-quo baseline. ' A new set of alternatives must be created that meet the actual criteria for this
process.

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative
proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

12
DRAKES BAY OYSTER COMPANY SPECIAL USE PERMIT:
Collaborative Management Alternative

COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE: A Ten-Year Special Use Permit with Option for Extension;
Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities; and Construction of New Processing Facilities

This alternative permits DBOC to continue to utilize onshore facilities within the Seashore (PRNS) pastoral zone to support
shellfish cultivation in Drakes Estero pursuant to its leases from the California Department of Fish and Game [CDFG]. DBOC
would pay "fair market value™ for use of the on-shore facilities, which would take into account the value of interpretive services
provided and the investment needed to rehabilitate existing facilities and construct new processing facilities. The rehabilitation
and construction work would be as described in the discussion of Alternative D.

Under this alternative, DBOC will collaborate with relevant organizations, including but not limited to the NPS, the CDFG, the
UC SeaGrant program, and other educational and research agencies and in developing interpretive programs and scientifically

valid research projects as recommended by the NRC and MMC. This alternative provides educational opportunities for people

of all ages, including Seashore visitors, students, and researchers, relating to estuarine ecology and mariculture.

This alternative is consistent with the "national interest" expressed in President Clinton's May 26, 2000 Executive Order 13158
directing the Departments of Commerce (DOC) and Interior to expand and strengthen the “Nation's system of marine protected
areas.” It respects the California Fish and Game Commission designation, effective May 2010, of Drakes Estero as a State
Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), a protected area in which recreational clam digging and shellfish cultivation pursuant to
CDFG leases are permitted. DBOC's operation within a SMCA and PRNS presents a unique opportunity for collaborative
research that supports the policies of the National Shellfish Initiative [Initiative] announced by NOAA and DOC in June 2011,
and responds directly and positively to NRC and MMC recommendations regarding collaborative efforts to inform adaptive
management of Drakes Estero.

This alternative supports the goals of the Initiative, which are to increase domestic seafood production, create sustainable jobs,
and restore marine habitats. It provides opportunities for research as called for by the Initiative, "?.on the interactions between
shellfish and the environment in terms of climate change, ocean acidification, naturally occurring pathogens and parasites, and
other factors . . ." This alternative supports DBOC's efforts to restore native oysters in Drakes Estero and to study the potential
for native oysters to withstand the effects of global ocean acidification now beginning to affect all Pacific coast shellfish.

This alternative sustainably supports the local economy by continuing to attract thousands of ethnically diverse visitors to West
Marin every year and continuing to provide over half of the San Francisco Bay Area's sustainably farmed shellfish. It protects
desperately needed affordable housing for farm workers on remote Point Reyes ranches.

Under this alternative, DBOC will continue to provide essential oyster shell for environmental programs, such as the San
Francisco Bay Native Oyster Restoration Project, the SF Bay Bird Observatory Snowy Plover Habitat Enhancement Project and
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the California Department of Fish and Game Least Tern Habitat Enhancement Project.

This alternative supports a landscape that is ecologically and economically sustainable. It is consistent with the natural resource
management provisions in the PRNS General Management Plan, and enables the Seashore to collaboratively integrate
ecosystem science and natural and cultural resource management to better understand and manage relationships among the
physical, biological, and cultural elements of a working land and seascape, while maintaining its distinctive "sense of place and
character.”

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management Alternative
proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and
regulatory authority.

50285
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:18:39

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company. DBOC must be allowed to
continue the existing uses under the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and regulatory authority

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50286
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:21:17

Web Form

Potential impact on wildlife is not properly assessed. The dEIS claims that removing the oyster farm would benefit harbor seals;
that claim is false. Drakes Estero is currently home to one of the largest harbor seal populations on the California coast and the
harbor seal population has remained constant for decades, according to Dr. Sarah Allen's Annual report on Harbor Seals at
Drakes Estero. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative
Management Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company. DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under
the existing California Department of Fish and Game leases and regulatory authority

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50287 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Lawson, Jered

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:23:03

Web Form

I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS.

50288
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:24:42

Web Form

3 | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, especially the Collaborative Management
Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company. The dEIS includes much discussion about special-status species It
concludes that the oyster farm could potentially negatively impact these species NONE OF THE SEVEN Endangered species
mentioned in the dEIS live in the project area! ' NO Myrtle Silverspot Butterfly live IN project area they make their habitat
nearby, but not IN the project area (dEIS pg 187) ' NO Red-legged frogs live in the project area: salt water kills them ' NO Ca
Coho Salmon live in project area (dEIS pg 189) ' NO Central Ca Steelhead live in project area (dEIS pg 190) ' NO Leatherback
Turtles live in project area (dEIS pg 191) ' NO Western Snowy Plovers live in project area (dEIS pg 192) ' NO Ca Least Terns
live in project area (dEIS pg 192) The dEIS fails to provide an accurate assessment of the oyster farm's proven ability to operate
without harming wildlife or wildlife habitat. The final document should reconsider all wildlife issues and provide a data based
assessment. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company | support the Collaborative Management
Alternative proposed by Drakes Bay Oyster Company. DBOC must be allowed to continue the existing uses under the existing
California Department of Fish and Game leases and regulatory authority.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50289 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Smith, Edwina

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual
Dec,06,2011 22:28:05

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future
generations.



Correspondence ID:
Name:

Outside Organization:

Received:

Correspondence Type:

Correspondence:

Correspondence ID:
Name:

Outside Organization:

Received:

Correspondence Type:

Correspondence:

Correspondence ID:
Name:

Outside Organization:

Received:

Correspondence Type:

Correspondence:

Correspondence ID:
Name:

Outside Organization:

Received:

Correspondence Type:

Correspondence:

Correspondence ID:
Name:

Outside Organization:

Received:

Correspondence Type:

Correspondence:

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50290
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:46:48

Web Form

None of the proposed alternatives is appropriate. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50291 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Hartmeyer, Bailey J

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 00:00:00

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS." Do not do

anything to Drakes Bay Oyster Company. It's a national treasure and a vital part of Point Reyes.

50292 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Hartmeyer, Rosarie J

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:52:43

Web Form

"I support the Collaborative Management Alternative as the preferred alternative in the final DBOC SUP EIS." Drakes Bay
Oyster Company is one of the best parts of Point Reyes National Seashore. Don'r change it. It would be horrible for

outdoorspeople and others. | wish all national seashores were like this one.

50293 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Simmons, Betty

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:58:25

Web Form

"None of the proposed alternatives are appropriate. | support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company."

| am an environmentalist and greatly interested in protecting our coastline and natural environment HOWEVER | think Drakes
Bay Oyster Company and it's predecessor, Johnson Oyster Company, have operated a business that has more than proven itself
as a good citizen of the coastal community and is a valued and unique business, providing an experience that is an attraction for
locals and tourists, alike. The charm of this small business is one of the best things about a trip to the North Bay coast.

Using a Machiavellian code of applying regulations is destructive to the ambiance of the area and ongoing small business
success of this fine business.

I have been a resident of the SF Bay Area and North Bay for more than 40 years and | support Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

50294 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Larson, Bonnie

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 22:58:47

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
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clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as full wilderness--is the environmentally preferred alternative and the one that best protects harbor seals, birds, fish
and other natural resources.

I urge you to return Drakes Estero to all Americans by selecting alternative "A" and ensuring full wilderness protection for
Drakes Estero in 2012. It is time to protect Drakes Estero as Congress intended and to create the West Coast's only marine
wilderness for the benefit of people and wildlife.

50295 Project: 33043 Document: 43390
Dorinson, Cathleen

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 23:15:40

Web Form

I support a renewable special use permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company.

50296 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Brown, Amelia N

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 23:20:15

Web Form

This attack on a long lasting business that is an asset to our community is sad... | have seen no information that justifies these

actions.

50297 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Donlon Karlenzig, Diana

Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 23:20:40

Web Form

I support the wonderful job that the Lunny's are doing as stewards of the natural world. Please allow them to continue to grow
Oysters; we are lucky to have them. Let's save our energies for more critical battles such as fighting the genetic contamination

of our wildlife refuges where GMO crops are being grown.

50298
N/A, N/A
Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 23:23:01

Web Form

Alternative A, to discontinue the current permit and not issue a new one should obviously be the selected and executed action
for this activity that is currently occuring within Point Reyes National Seashore. Reissuing such a permit would be
unconscionable. The environmental impacts resulting from reissuing a permit would continue to be significant or worse than is
currently occuring. Whereas, the socioeconomic immpact of not reissuing the permit would be minimal. A permit for
continuation of the oyster farm should not be reissued.

Project: 33043 Document: 43390

50299 Project: 33043 Document: 43390

Williams, Angie

National Wildlife Federation Action Fund Unaffiliated Individual

Dec,06,2011 23:28:38

Web Form

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of Point Reyes National Seashore and a treasure that belongs to all Americans. In 1976,
Congress promised that the Estero would receive full wilderness protection when the current lease for commercial oyster
operations expires in 2012. | urge the Park Service to honor the wilderness promise and protect Drakes Estero for future

generations.

Drakes Estero is home to 20 percent of the mainland breeding population of harbor seals in California and is used by tens of
thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl and dozens of species of native fish. Your draft environmental impact statement makes
clear that the existing commercial oyster operation is causing extensive damage to Drakes Estero and the Seashore's beaches,
and that allowing these operations to continue would cause even more long-term harm.

Your environmental review also shows that alternative "A"--no new permit for commercial oyster operations and protection of
the Estero as