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The fiscal year for the federal govern-
ment ended on September 30, so during 
October we have been involved in gath-
ering visitor statistics information, ana-
lyzing these numbers and filing reports.  
It seems a good time to let you know 
what has happened at Gateway since last 
October 2018. 
     First, you should know that Gateway 
is the fourth most visited park in the 414 
units in the NPS system! Our visitation 
hovers around 8 million visitors. The 
beach areas in all three units (Sandy 
Hook, Jamaica Bay, and Staten Island) 
are enjoyed by about 4 million visitors, 
with Sandy Hook in New Jersey and 
Jacob Riis Park, in Queens accounting 
for most of that total. Remember that the 
beaches are only active for the Memorial 
Day-- Labor Day summer season.   

     At the park’s nine Visitor Contact 
Stations (some of which are only open 
in summer) we greeted 84,014 visitors 
and answered 105,976 questions about 
what there is to do around the park 
(which we count as “informal” interpre-
tation).  We provided 661 separate pro-
grams (walks, talks, hikes, etc.) for 25, 
954 visitors that focus on the park’s ma-
jor themes of (Natural Wonders of an 
Urban Estuary, Two Centuries of Na-
tional Defense, Maritime Heritage, Rec-
reation and Education); these programs 
are counted as “formal” interpretation. 
There were 35 demonstrations and per-
forming arts events, like concerts, plays, 
and living history for some 2,769 at-
tendees. 
     Gateway hosted 43 special events 
attended by an astounding 119,791 peo-

ple including mega events such as the NYC 
Marathon (60,000) and the Five Boro Bike 
Tour. 
     With our wonderful park partners, we pro-
vided 23 educational programs to 870 classes 
for a total of 25,655 students.  
     Considering the fact that the interpretive 
and operations staff is only about 20, which 
does nearly double during the summer months 
with the addition of our seasonal employees, 
these are amazing statistics. But of course our 
NPS staff could not serve this many visitors 
without help.  A lot of help… we have many 
valuable partner organizations and volunteers 
who provide close to many of the programs 
and events to the public.  
     At Sandy Hook the partner organizations 
presenting programs and events are: Sandy 



Hook Foundation, New Jersey Sea Grant 
Consortium, NOAA, Clean Ocean Action, 
American Littoral Society, Sandy Hook 
Child Care Center, United States Coast 
Guard, Army Ground Forces Association 
and Fort Hancock Nike Association NY-
56. 
     At Jamaica Bay we are grateful for the 
help of these: American Littoral Society, 
NYC Audubon, Jamaica Bay Rockaway 
Parks Conservancy   the Historic Aircraft 
Restoration Program (HARP) volunteers 
and many more. Education partners in-
clude New Jersey Sea Grant Constortium, 
Urban Soils Institute and Jamaica Bay 
Parks Conservancy. 

     Staten Island receives help from these: 
US Coast Guard, Alice Austin, Staten Island 
OutLOUD and a thriving corps of volun-
teers. 
     And of course we have our band of regu-
lar volunteers through the Volunteer in 
Parks program (VIP).  These committed 
individuals and groups are the invaluable 
stewards, always showing up to help in so 
many ways. You see them in the Visitor 
Centers, on the trails, and in the field.  We 
could not function without tthe ## of vols 

who show up to help out.  (Here is the link 
for information on volunteering: https://
www.nps.gov/gate/getinvolved/
supportyourpark/vol-opps.htm ) 

     This is an appropriate time to salute 
Mickey Cohen, our long-time friend, 
volunteer naturalist and tour leader.  We 
thank him for his long and dedicated 
service and wish him well in all his en-
deavors.        
     So as winter arrives, do come out to 
enjoy the park and enjoy some activities 
offered in this guide, but if you just 
want to come for a walk in the park, 
that’s fine too.  Be safe and dress appro-
priately for outdoor activity. – C. Markis 
 
The ♥ indicates an activity with mod-
erate exercise; get outside and get 
moving. 

Snowy Owl, by Linda Jepsen, 2014 

250 Years of Light, by Robert Hillmann, 2014 

Winter Day, Great Kills Park, by Salvatore Pollina Animal Tracks in Snow, by Jerin Arifa, 2016 

https://www.nps.gov/gate/getinvolved/supportyourpark/vol-opps.htm
https://www.nps.gov/gate/getinvolved/supportyourpark/vol-opps.htm
https://www.nps.gov/gate/getinvolved/supportyourpark/vol-opps.htm


   Recurring Programs 
 
Sandy Hook Lighthouse  
Keepers Quarters 
Sandy Hook Visitor Center 
Visitor Center Hours:  
Daily, 10 AM – 4 PM 
November 1 – April 30 
Eastern National Gift Shop:  
Daily, 10 AM – 4 PM 
 
Lighthouse Tours:  
Daily, 1 PM to 3:30 PM 
November 1 – April 30  
 
Tours are first-come, first-served. 
Visitors must be 48 inches tall to 
climb the tower. Sign up in the 1883 
Keeper’s Quarters for free lighthouse 
tours, and see exhibits on New Jersey 
lighthouses, a rotating art exhibit, and 
visit the gift shop. Grounds and video 
in adjacent barn are always open. 
Groups must make advance reserva-
tions. Call 732-872-5970 for more 
information. 
 
History House 
Fort Hancock’s Officers Row 
Building 1 
Weekends, 1 PM – 5 PM 
An 1898 lieutenant’s quarters on 
“Officers Row” overlooking Sandy 
Hook Bay is furnished to resemble 
the WWII era, the busiest time in the 
fort’s history.   
 
Scouting Programs 
NJ Sea Grant Consortium,  
Building #22 
December - February 
Times to be arranged by reservation.  
NJ Sea Grant Consortium’s Boy and 
Girl Scout programs are offered year-
round to allow scouts to discover the 
shore, have fun and earn a scout 
badge by experiencing interactive and 
educational activities related to the 
marine life and habitats on Sandy 
Hook. Troops may attend on week-
ends or after school on weekdays. 
Advance registration is required.  All 
programs are led by experienced & 
certified NJSGC educators. Scout 
programs may include outdoor explo-
ration on Sandy Hook, weather per-
mitting. For more information visit 
our website: http://njseagrant.org/
education/scout-programs/ or to 
schedule a program contact Jody 
Sackett at 732-872-1300 x 20 or 
email jsackett@njseagrant.org. Fee. 

Programs and events 
December 
 
Sandy Hook Migrants and  
Waterfowl Walk  
Monmouth County Audubon Society 
Spermaceti Cove Parking Lot (between 
Lot D and Lot E) 
Saturday, December 7 
10 AM – 12 PM 
Join us in search of migrating birds that 
move south to winter along our coast. We 
will look for waterfowl, hawks, and lin-
gering land birds. Wear layers, comforta-
ble walking shoes and bring binoculars. ♥ 
1 mile. 
 
Christmas Holly Walk 
Spermaceti Cove Parking Lot (between 
Lot D and Lot E)  
Sunday, December 8 
2 PM – 3:30 PM 
Enjoy the winter scenery and learn about 
the “holly” of Christmas with a ranger-
guided walk around Sandy Hook’s 64-
acre maritime Holly Forest.  ♥ 1 mile. 
 
1943 Christmas at Fort Hancock  
History House 
Saturday, December 14 
12 PM – 4:30 PM 
Join the members of the Army Ground 
Forces Association in WWII period uni-
forms as they bring the Christmas of 1943 
back to life. Experience Christmas as of-
ficers, soldiers, and families of Fort Han-
cock would have experienced in 1943 in 
an officer’s house, authentically decorated 
for the season. 
 
Celebrate Christmas   
at History House  
Sunday, December 15 
12 PM – 5 PM 
Visit History House to experience Christ-
mas as the officers and soldiers of Fort 
Hancock would have experienced in 
World War II.  Members of the Army 
Ground Forces Association will be in pe-
riod 1943 uniforms and will bring the 
Christmas of 1943 back to life.   
 
Santa Claus is Coming  
to History House  
Sunday, December 15                                            
1 PM – 3:30 PM 
Meet Santa and share your Christmas 
wish list with him. Enjoy caroling with 
the Trinity High School choir from 2 PM 
to 4 PM.  
 

January 
 
New Year’s Day Beach Walk  
Building 18, Fort Hancock 
Wednesday, January 1 
11 AM – 1 PM 
Greet the New Year with a winter 
stroll on Sandy Hook. Afterwards, 
warm up at American Littoral Society 
Headquarters with hot cocoa and hot 
dogs. Potluck desserts and contribu-
tions are welcome!  Free. Contact:  
732-291-0055 for more information 
and to reserve.  ♥ 2 miles. 
 
Battery Gunnison 
New Peck Restoration 
Saturday, January 4 
12 PM – 5 PM  
The Army Ground Forces Associa-
tion is a volunteer group in WWII era 
uniform performing restoration pro-
jects and interpreting Battery Gun-
nison/New Peck. Visitors are invited 
to stop by to chat and learn more 
about restoration of Battery Gun-
nison/New Peck, and the historic time 
period of winter 1943 at Fort Han-
cock. 
 
Zero Waste Workshop 
Building 18 
American Littoral Society 
Thursday, January 16 
6 PM – 7 PM 
According to the EPA the average 
American will produce about  5.91 
pounds of trash per day, and unfortu-
nately that trash does not go away! 
The American Littoral Society has 
designed a Zero Waste Workshop to 
teach you how to live a more sustain-
able lifestyle and reduce the amount 
of daily waste that enters our land-
fills. Free for Members/$5 Non Mem-
bers. Call 732-291-0055 to reserve. 
 
Seal and Waterfowl Walk  
Building 18,  
Fort Hancock Historic Post 
Saturday, January 25 
10 AM – 12 PM 
Bring your binoculars and join us on 
a trek throughout Sandy Hook to ob-
serve the seals and waterfowl that 
overwinter in New Jersey.  We will 
be caravanning to multiple locations 
on Sandy Hook. Afterwards, warm 
up at American Littoral Society 
Headquarters with snacks and toasty 
beverages.  Cost is $10 member/$20 
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non- member per person, and reserva-
tions are required. Call 732-291-0055 
to reserve. ♥ 1 mile. 
 
Winter Twilight Exploration 
Lighthouse Keepers Quarters 
Saturday, January 25 
4:30 PM – 6 PM 
Enjoy Sandy Hook from dusk to dark 
with this exploration of the Hook’s 
trails and beaches. BYO flashlight! ♥ 
1 mile. 
 
February 
 
Seal and Waterfowl Walk  
Building 18, Fort Hancock Historic 
Post 
Saturday, February 1 
9 AM – 11 AM 
Bring your binoculars and join us on 
a trek throughout Sandy Hook to ob-
serve the seals and waterfowl that 
overwinter in New Jersey.  We will 
be caravanning to multiple locations 
on Sandy Hook. Afterwards, warm up 
at American Littoral Society Head-
quarters with snacks and toasty bev-
erages.  Cost is $10 member/$20 non- 
member per person, and reservations 
are required. Call 732-291-0055 to 
reserve. ♥ 1 mile. 
 
Battery Gunnison 
New Peck Restoration 
Saturday, February 1 
12 PM – 5 PM  
The Army Ground Forces Associa-
tion is a volunteer group in WWII era 
uniform performing restoration pro-
jects and interpreting Battery Gun-
nison/New Peck. February 2018 
marks the 77th anniversary of the 
Army’s decision to convert Battery 
Gunnison to New Peck. The conver-
sion entailed moving Battery Peck’s 
guns to Battery Gunnison and mod-
ernizing the structure which created 
“New Battery Peck.” Visitors are in-
vited to stop by to chat and learn 
more about restoration of Battery 
Gunnison/New Peck, and the historic 
time period of winter 1943 at Fort 
Hancock. 
 
Winter Seal and Waterfowl Walk  
Building 18, Fort Hancock Historic 
Post 
Tuesday, February 4 
10 AM – 12 PM 
Bring your binoculars and join us on 
a trek throughout Sandy Hook to ob-

serve the seals and waterfowl that over-
winter in New Jersey.  We will be cara-
vanning to multiple locations on Sandy 
Hook. Afterwards, warm up at American 
Littoral Society Headquarters with snacks 
and toasty beverages.  Cost is $10 mem-
ber/$20 non- member per person, and res-
ervations are required. Call 732-291-0055 
to reserve. ♥ 1 mile. 
 
Zero Waste Workshop 
Building 18, American Littoral Society 
Thursday, February 6 
6 PM – 7 PM 
According to the 
EPA, the average American person will 
produce about 5.91 pounds of trash per 
day, and unfortunately that trash does not 
go away! The American Littoral Society 
has designed a Zero Waste Workshop to 
teach you how to live a more sustainable 
lifestyle and reduce the amount of daily 
waste that enters our landfills. Free for 
Members/$5 Non Members. Call 732-291
-0055 to reserve. 
 
Search for Waterfowl  
and Seals Walk 
Monmouth County Audubon Society 
Spermaceti Cove Parking Lot (between 
Lot D and Lot E) 
Sunday, February 9 
10 AM – 12 PM  
Join us in search of loons and ducks that 
spend the winter in our waters and several 
species of seals that haul out on sandbars 
during low tide.  Wear warm layers, com-
fortable walking shoes and bring binocu-
lars.   ♥ 1 mile. 
 
Winter Night Prowl 
Spermaceti Cove Parking Lot (between 
Lot D and Lot E)  
Saturday, February 15 
6 PM – 7:30 PM 
Bring a flashlight on this after-dark senso-
ry walk through Sandy Hook’s 64- acre 
maritime holly forest. ♥ 1 mile. 
 
Searching for Seals 
Spermaceti Cove Parking Lot (between 
Lot D and Lot E)  
Sunday, February 23 
1 PM – 3 PM 
Hike to the Sandy Hook bayside with a 
park ranger to search for seals during their 
annual migration and learn about marine 
mammals that dwell in the waters of 
Sandy Hook at different times of the year. 
Reservations required, please call 732-872
-5970. ♥ 1 mile. 

 
—end of listings— 

 

Mailing list— if you would like to be 
receive email notifications  of this 
guide as well as programs and 
events, send a message to 
Charles_Markis@nps.gov with 
‘program guide’ in subject line.  


