
Common Technical 
Problems

Or

Our Pet Peeves



• Is this a nomination?
• Is it a resubmittal? Additional 
Documentation? Boundary change?

b ?• Do you want a substantive review?
• Conflict of interest
• Conflict of opinion• Conflict of opinion
• Something new and different
• New staff
• Tax credit
• Lots of comments/objectives?
• Just because

• Is there a Federal property involved?





THE FORMTHE FORM
There is a Bulletin for That

Conventions!
The Kitchen Sink

Function ≠ Significance
Counting Thingsg g

Why is This Noncontributing?
Remind Us That We’ve Seen ThisRemind Us That We ve Seen This 

Before!
How Long Was This Significant?How Long Was This Significant?



Nearly Everything can be Found in the Bulletin



Last Name First, First Name LastLast Name First, First Name Last



EACH CRITERION ANDEACH CRITERION AND
EACH AREA OF 
SIGNIFICANCE MUST BE 
ADDRESSED

Summary paragraph needs to address criteria, areas of significance, period of 
significance, and level of significance. 

The summary paragraph serves as the outline for the narrative.

i d l b i i f i ifi i d fNarrative needs to elaborate on criteria, areas of significance, period of 
significance, and level of significance.



You need to explain why the school is significant educationally.  

You need to justify the transportation importance of the gas station.

FUNCTION FUNCTION 
DOES NOT EQUAL 

SIGNIFICANCE



COUNTINGCOUNTING

Make sure the resource count in Section 5 
matches the inventory in Section 7. 

(previously listed do not count in contributing)

Th k th t th t hThen make sure that the map matches 
both.



WHY?WHY?

“Noncontributing due to alterations”

What alterations?  Why do they impact the resource?

Provide more information on why 
something does not contribute.g

Be consistent.



Part 1 DeterminationPart 1 Determination



Period of SignificancePeriod of Significance

• POS must be explainedPOS must be explained

• Should reflect the 
period when theperiod when the 
property was 
significant, not just 
when it was in use You can’t have a significant 

date that falls outside of the 
POS.



MAPSMAPS
A good map can tell much of the 

story.

A bad map just confuses.













Boundaries



Please nominate the full extent of 
the districtthe district.

A boundary increase is 
considered a new nomination.

Why was one building not 
included in the original district?

Is it more likely that this districtIs it more likely that this district 
has its own significance apart the 
its earlier listing?

I BI 3 ll t i f thIs BI 3 really an extension of the 
original nomination?



Don’t draw 
boundaries 
through orthrough or 
between 
attached 
buildings



Don’t 
gerrymander 
for the sake of 
percentages orpercentages or 
because of 
owner consent 
concerns



PHOTOGRAPHSPHOTOGRAPHS

Clarity

Fully RepresentativeFully Representative

Logic

Hi h Q litHigh Quality







Maybe a little 
overboard, but no 
h lholes.



PhotographsPhotographs

• Submit the .tiff images in color – do notSubmit the .tiff images in color  do not 
convert to black and white

• Color prints are acceptable if digital images 
are usedare used

• Make sure the photo numbers match the• Make sure the photo numbers match the 
inventory, the photo log, and the photo key 
mapmap



Check your DPI!



QUESTIONS?  COMMENTS?


