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1. Name ofProperty 
Historic name Kennedy, Thomas P. Jr., House (Boundary Increase) 

Other names/site number N/ A 
~~--------------------------------------------------------

Name of related multiple 
property listing Historic and Architectural Resources of Forest Hills, Tennessee 

(Enter "N/ A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

2. Location 

Street & Number: 6231 Hillsboro Pike 

City or town: Forest Hills 

Not For Publication: ~ 

State: TN 
----------------

Vicinity: ~ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

County: Davidson 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this /nomination _request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property .,/meets _does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

D national D statewide [iJ local 

Applicable National Register Criteria: 

L. 
Signature of certifying official/Title: Date 

State Historic Preservation Officer Tennessee Historical Commission 

In my opinion, the property ·-meets _ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of Commenting Official: 

Title: 

Date 

State of Federal agency/bureau or Tribal 
Government 

I:L/ 
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Kennedy, Thomas P. Jr., House (Boundary Increase) 
Name of Property 

4. Nation Park Service Certification 

I hereb certify that this property is: 

5. 

entered in the National Register 

_determined eligible for the National Register 

_determined not eligible for the National Register 

Classification 

Date of Action 

Ownership of Property Category of Property 

Davidson Co., TN 
County and State 

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) 

Private 0 Building(s) 0 
Public - Local D District D 
Public - State D Site D 
Public- Federal D Structure D 

Object D 
Number of Resources within Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

5 4 buildings 

1 0 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

6 4 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _2 ________ _ 
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6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/Secondary Structure 

LAN DSCAP E/F orest 

FUNERARY/Cemetery 

TRANSPORTATION/Road-Related (Vehicular) 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/Agricultural Field 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Colonial Revival 
OTHER 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Davidson Co., TN 
County and State 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC/Secondary Structure 

LAN DSCAP E/F orest 

FUNERARY/Cemetery 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/Agricultural Field 

Principal exterior materials ofthe property: BRICK/WOOD /CONCRETE/ASPHALT 

Narrative Description 

The original nomination and boundary for the Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr. House consisted of25.7 acres of land 
and included the main dwelling (C), the 1965 swimming pool (NC), and the original stone walls and entry 
gate (C). This boundary expansion will expand the existing National Register boundaries to 166.6 acres to 
include a collection of outbuildings as well as several structures. The outbuildings included in the boundary 
increase are associated with the horse and cattle operations of the estate and are clustered adjacent to one 
another approximately 1000' west of the main house. Constructed in 1937, five of the outbuildings are 
contributing, including three barns, a chicken coop, and an equipment shed. Four of the remaining 
outbuildings have been built within the past fifty years and include a caretakers' dwelling, a guest house, a 
stock bam and gazebo. Also within the property are several 19th century structures and sites which were 
incorporated into the design of the estate by Kennedy. These are included as one contributing landscape 
feature and include a cemetery, roadbed, stone fencing, and the remains of a springhouse and dwelling. 

The buildings included in the boundary increase retain a high degree of integrity. The barns, chicken coop 
and equipment shed are of frame construction and have not been significantly altered since their construction 
in 1937. They retain their original interior and exterior form and plan and exterior siding materials. Several 
of the metal roofs have been replaced over the years with new roofs with materials to match the original. The 
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19th century landscape features have also been retained and not extensively disturbed since they were 
incorporated into the estate in 193 7. Readily visible on the landscape is the section of 19th century roadbed, 
springhouse and dwelling remains and stone fencing. The only notable change to the landscape was the 
enclosure of the 19th century cemetery with a new stone wall in recent years. The rest of the property has 
remained in woodlands and pasture since 193 7 and retains integrity of feeling and association as a rural 
country estate of the early 20t century. 

The following contributing and non-contributing buildings and structures are located within the boundary 
increase and are shown on the accompanying site plan: 

1. Stock Bam 1 : This frame gambrel roof bam was built in 193 7 and has a crimped metal roof, vertical 
board siding, a poured concrete foundation and vertical board wood windows. The interior has a 
central runway with ten flanking stock stalls. (Contributing) 

2. Stock Bam 2: Located just to the southwest of the gambrel roof bam is a second frame stock bam 
built in 193 7 which has a gable roof of crimped metal, a concrete block foundation, board and batten 
siding and paneled vertical board window openings. The interior has a central runway and four stock 
stalls. (Contributing) 

3. Stock Bam 3: To the north of the gambrel roof bam is a third frame stock bam built in 193 7 which 
has a gable roof of crimped metal, vertical board siding, and vertical board wood windows. The 
interior has a side runway with four stock stalls. (Contributing) 

4. Chicken Coop: Adjacent to the barns is a one-story, frame chicken coop built in 1937. This building 
has a shed roof of crimped metal, vertical board siding, vertical board doors and a two-light fixed 
window. (Contributing) 

5. Equipment Shed: To the south of the gambrel roof bam is a two-bay, frame equipment shed built in 
193 7 with a shed roof of crimped metal, stone pier foundation, and vertical board siding. 
(Contributing) 

6. Stock Bam 4: To the north ofthe gambrel roof bam is a frame stock bam with a central runway built 
in 1998. (Non-contributing) 

7. Caretaker House: To the east of the stock barns is a one- and one-half story frame dwelling built as a 
caretaker house ca. 1980. This dwelling has a stone foundation, metal gable roof, board and batten 
siding, and an enclosed screen porch on the main fa9ade. (Non-contributing) 

8. Guest House: Behind the main dwelling is a ca. 1850, one-story log dwelling which was moved to 
this location and reconstructed ca. 1980. It has a stone foundation, gable roof, exterior wall stone 
chimney and shed roof porch on the main fa9ade. Attached on the north elevation is a board and 
batten frame wing. (Non-contributing) 

9. Gazebo: To the rear of the main house is a ca. 1985 frame gazebo with a hexagonal roof and lattice 
walls. (Non-contributing) 
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10. 19th Century Landscape Features: When Kennedy acquired this property in 1937 there were no extant 
houses or other buildings on the property. However, there were remains of 19th century occupation 
and use which Kennedy retained and incorporated into his estate. These include the following 
structures and sites: 

Cemetery: In a field to the west of the house is a small cemetery established in the mid-1800s. 
Several graves are apparent in the cemetery with one discernible headstone (Mary E. Boyd, 1835-
1865). This cemetery is also the resting place for Mrs. Elizabeth Moorhead Brown, wife of the 
current owner Martin Brown, who was born in 1939 and died in 2011. In 2011, this cemetery was 
enclosed with a new stone wall. 
Stone Wall: The remains of a ca. 1850 dry stack stone wall delineate one ofthe fields to the west 
of the 193 7 estate outbuildings. 
Springhouse Ruins: To the southeast of the cemetery are the remains of a ca. 1850 stone 
springhouse. The stone walls are approximately three feet in height and enclose three sides of a 
spring which continues to provide water for the property. 
Dwelling Remains: To the southeast of the cemetery and west of the springhouse are two 
chimney falls at the location of a 19th century dwelling. This dwelling is shown on maps from 
1898 and 1903 and is associated with the Scruggs Farm which was acquired by Kennedy in 1937. 
This site consists of two piles of cut limestone which would have been either interior or exterior 
end chimneys. A few foundation stones are also visible at this site. 
Roadbed: Along the north property line is a 19th century sunken roadbed. This roadbed is shown 
on 19th century maps and connected Hillsboro Pike with what is now Chickering Road to the 
northwest. This roadbed is four to ten feet in width and is readily visible from just northeast of the 
cemetery to its intersection with Hillsboro Pike. Much of the roadbed is now covered with trees 
and shrubs and is no longer passable. 

These landscape features existed on the property in 1937 when Kennedy purchased the land from the 
Scruggs' heirs. Rather than disturbing or removing these features, Kennedy incorporated them into 
his estate, and they assist to convey the historical evolution and rural heritage of the property. These 
landscape features are collectively included as one contributing site to the property. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria 
qualifying the property for National Register 
listing.) 

[i]c 

Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. 
Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction 
or represents the work of a master, or 
possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
significant 
and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Criteria Considerations N/A 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

A Owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 
less than 50 years old or achieving 

G significance within the past 50 years. 
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Davidson Co., TN 
County and State 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

1937 

Significant Dates 

1937 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked 
above.) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Architect/ Southgate, Donald 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph 

Davidson Co., TN 
County and State 

The Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr. House was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2003 under 
criterion C for its architectural significance. Built in 193 7, it is one of the most intact examples of the 
Colonial Revival style in Forest Hills. The dwelling has not been altered from its original design and retains 
much of its interior Colonial Revival-style detailing as well as exterior features. The house is sited on a 
prominent hill west of Hillsboro Pike and has a recessed two-story porch on the main facade, original eight­
over-eight wood sash windows, and gable dormers. The original nomination for this property included only 
the main house, pool, driveway and entry gates containing approximately 25.7 acres. This nomination 
amends the original boundary to include the additional 140.9 acres contained in the total parcel (166.6 acres) 
historically associated with the property and in recognition of its additional significance as a Nashville 
"country estate" of the early-201

h century. The Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr. House meets registration 
requirements set forth in the Multiple Property Documentation Form, "Historic and Architectural Resources 
of Forest Hills," which was recognized under Criterion C for architecture. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

Nashville businessman Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr. (1905-1992) had this two-story Colonial Revival style 
dwelling built on Hillsboro Pike in 193 7. This section of Davidson County remained in farmland into the 
early 20th century. With the improvement of county roads and increased use of the automobile, the area 
along Hillsboro Pike became a preferred residential area for some of the city's leading citizens. Kennedy 
purchased land which was originally part of the Scruggs estate. William Scruggs purchased 700 acres of 
farmland in this area in 1835, and his nephew, Edward Scruggs, inherited the property. 1 

Kennedy was in the apparel business and was president of O'Bryan Brothers Inc. from 1933 until his 
retirement in 1970. During his career Kennedy served as president of the American Apparel Manufacturers 
Association and the Southern Garment Manufacturers Association. He was also chairman of Kennedy 
Investments Inc. and a director of the Third National Bank? Thomas Kennedy also served on the boards of 
many civic and social organizations. He served on city and county planning commissions and was chairman 
of the joint commission that drew up the plan for the Nashville-Davidson County Metro Government. 
Kennedy served on the board of Vanderbilt University Medical Center and the Saint Thomas Hospital 
Advisory Board. Kennedy also served as president of the United Way and the Salvation Army Board, and 
was director of the American Heart Association. 3 

The Thomas P. Kennedy Jr. House is one of a number ofrural estates built on what was then the outskirts of 
Nashville in the early-20th century. Before the 1920s, this section of Davidson County remained in 
woodlands or agricultural use and Nashville's wealthier residents resided in streetcar suburbs such as 
Edgefield (NR/1977) on the east side ofthe river and Richland-West End (NR/1979) on the west side. With 
the rise of the automobile, wealthy businessmen such as Kennedy built rural estates to escape the noise and 
pollution of the city while at the same time having a reasonable commute to downtown. During the early-20th 
century, many farms were sold along Hillsboro Pike and its connecting roads for the construction of large 

1National Register draft Nomination, "Edward Scruggs Farmhouse," November 30, 1996. Copy on file at the Center for 

Historic Preservation, Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Not listed on the National Register. 
2Nashville Banner, 5 May 1992 
3lbid. 
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homes, designed by some of the city's most prominent architects. Examples of these types of country estates 
include "The Hibbettage" built in 1938 by B.K. Hibbett at 2160 Old Hickory Boulevard which was 
originally designed by architect George Waller and expanded in 1948 (NR 1988). The Hibbetage was similar 
in its development as Kennedy's and reflected the desires of wealthy residents to create rural estates oftheir 
own design. The authors of the Hibbettage nomination proposed that "The construction of rural country 
estates in the open spaces of west Nashville was one way a family of wealth could escape the busy city and 
escape the conformity of restricted spaces of elite suburbs, such as Belle Meade."4 Other Nashville country 
estates of the period include the Guilford Dudley Sr. House at 5401 Hillsboro Pike, built in 1928 and 
designed by the firm of Dougherty & Gardner (NR 2003). Dudley was one of the founders of the Life and 
Casualty Insurance Company and the house was originally sited on 500 acres. Further out at 5819 Hillsboro 
Pike is "Longleat'' which was built in 1928 by insurance executive Thomas J. Tyne and designed by architect 
Bryant Fleming (NR 1984). 

The subject property was purchased in 1937 by Thomas P. Kennedy Jr., and the land survey at that time was 
recorded as 173.6 acres. Later surveys recalculated the acreage at 166.6 acres, and Kennedy constructed not 
only his dwelling but also several stock barns and other outbuildings to house and service his cattle and 
horses. His property exemplified the "country estate" of the period with its prominent hillside location, long 
driveway flanked by stone walls, and open pastures for the grazing of livestock. Some fields were used for 
the growing of hay but it does not appear that any other crops were raised on the Eroperty. As part of the 
landscaping and design of his estate, Kennedy retained and incorporated several 19 1 century structures and 
sites on his property. These include the remains of a dwelling and springhouse dating from the 191h century 
and reflective of the Scruggs' family occupation of the property. Nearby this house site is a cemetery and 
stone wall also dating from the mid-19th century. Along the northern property line is a sunken roadbed which 
connected Hillsboro Road with Chickering Road to the west and this site feature was also left undisturbed 
and included as a landscape feature for Kennedy's estate. 

Kennedy married Attie Jarman, who was the daughter of James F. Jarman one of the founders of the 
Genesco Corporation. Soon after their marriage, Kennedy had their house constructed on Hillsboro Pike. The 
marriage did not last, however, and in 1938 Kennedy transferred the dwelling to his wife who in tum sold the 
house to Dr. Rudolph A. Light in 1941. Dr. Light, was head of the Vanderbilt Medical School and he and his 
family resided at the house until 1960. Light conveyed the property to Margaret and Albert W. Johnson of 
Dobson and Johnson Mortgage Banking in 1960. Martin Brown, the current owner, purchased the property 
with his deceased wife in 1975.5 

According to Mrs. Duke Rose, daughter of Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr., the dwelling was designed by Nashville 

4 "The Hibbettage," National Register Nomination on file at the Tennessee Historical Commission, 1988. 
5 Warranty Deeds, A.B. Scruggs to Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr., October 20, 1937, Deed Book 1055, Page 125; A.B. Scruggs 
to Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr., November 1937, Deed Book 1092, Page 99; Joseph West to Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr., October 
1, 1937, Deed Book 1040, Page 457; Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr. to Attie Jarman Kennedy, March 31, 1938, Deed Book 
1058, Page 280; Attie Jarman Kennedy to Rudolph a. Light, August 5, 1941, Deed Book 1198, Page 314; Attie Jarman 
Kennedy Chalfant to Rudolph A. Light, March 24, 1944, Deed Book 1194, Page 677; Rudolph A. Light to Albert W., and 
Margaret H. Johnson, August 24, 1960, Deed Book 3102, Page 581 (Davidson County Register of Deeds, Nashville, TN). 
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architect Donald Southgate.6 Southgate opened an independent practice in Nashville in 1914 and he designed 
numerous apartment buildings and residences throughout the city in the early 20th century. The Colonial 
Revival and Neo-classical styles were widely employed by Southgate for his designs which included the 
Jacksonian Apartments on West End Avenue (razed) and the St. George's Episcopal Church in Belle Meade. 
Residences designed by Southgate include the J.B. Shwab House at 420 Jackson Boulevard and the M.J. 
Cain House at 115 Jackson Boulevard, both built in the 1920s in Belle Meade. Southgate's design for 
Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr. featured a recessed two-story portico with Doric motif columns, multi-light sash 
windows, and Colonial Revival inspired mantels and interior detailing. The dwelling is one of the most 
notable examples of this style surveyed in Forest Hills. 

The Thomas P. Kennedy, Jr. House has not been significantly altered from its original 1937 design and 
retains much of its interior Colonial Revival style detailing. The only major alterations to the dwelling since 
its construction have been the enlargement of the kitchen and the addition of a secondary entrance on the 
main (east) facade. The house possesses a high degree of architectural integrity and was listed in the National 
Register for its architectural significance. 

This nomination increases the boundary to include all property historically associated with the Thomas P. 
Kennedy Jr. estate. The original boundary only included the house, the entry gates and driveway and the 
property immediately surrounding the dwelling and totaled 25.7 acres. This original boundary does not 
reflect the significance of the property as a rural Nashville country estate of the early-20th century and the 
boundary increase rectifies this omission. The Thomas P. Kennedy Jr. Estate is one of the most intact 
examples of this property type in Nashville and retains a high degree of integrity from its development in 
193 7. The setting of the dwelling, stone walls, number and location of outbuildings and retention of existing 
landscape features are all illustrative of the rural estates created by wealthy Nashville residents in the early 
20th century. This boundary increase recognizes the additional significance of the property as a rural country 
estate. 

6Mrs. Duke Rose, Telephone Interview, 12 September, 2002. 
9 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property _16_6_.6 ____ USGS Quadrangle 

UTM References 
Datum (indicated on USGS map): 

DNAD 1927 or 0 NAD 1983 

A. Zone: 16 Easting: 0512776 

B. Zone: 16 Easting: 0511819 

C. Zone: 16 Easting: 0511877 

D. Zone: 16 Easting: 0512536 

E. Zone: 16 Easting: 0513079 
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The boundary for the Kennedy House contains 166.6 acres and is identified as parcel numbers 15800009600, 
15800010900 and 1580002600 in Davidson County property records. The property is divided into three 
different parcels for tax purposes that contain 151.6 acres, ten acres and five acres respectively. These 
parcels are owned in their entirety by MartinS. Brown. 

The property is bounded on the east by the right-of-way of Hillsboro Pike, and on the north, west and south 
by residential fence lines and property lines. 

Boundary Justification 

The Kennedy House was listed in the National Register in 2003 with the boundary drawn to include only the 
dwelling, the pool, the driveway and entry gates containing a total of 25.7 acres. The boundary increase 
includes the land historically associated with the original estate purchased by Kennedy in 193 7. The 
boundary increase more appropriately recognizes the heritage of the property as a rural country estate than 
the original National Register boundary. 

12 
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Property Map of the Thomas P. Kennedy Jr. House Boundary Revision showing UTM locations, 
keyed to UTM referances in Section 10. The 2003 NR boundary is shown on the map. 
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Name Phil Thomason/ Andra Martens 

Organization Thomason and Associates 
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Date December 14, 2012 

City or Town Nashville Telephone 615-385-4960 
----------------------------------

E-mail Thomason@bellsouth.net State TN Zip Code 37212 
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Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

• Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Key all photographs to map. 

• Photographs (refer to Tennessee Historical Commission National Register Photo Policy for 
submittal of digital images and prints) 

• Additional items: (additional supporting documentation including historic photographs, historic 
maps, etc. should be included on a Continuation Sheet following the photographic log and sketch 
maps) 
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Photo Log 

Name of Property: Thomas P. Kennedy Jr. House 
City or Vicinity: Nashville 
County: Davidson State: Tennessee 
Photographer: Philip Thomason 
Date Photographed: November 26, 2012 

Davidson Co., TN 
County and State 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 

1 of 21. View of house from east field. (View to W) 
2 of21. View ofhouse to NW 
3 of 21. Caretaker's house (View to SE) 
4 of 21. View of outbuildings (View to SW) 
5 of 21. Gambrel roof bam (View to W) 
6 of21. 1998 bam (View toW) 
7 of21. Stock bam north, (resource #3 on Site Plan), (View to SW) 
8 of21. Stock bam south, (resource #2 on Site Plan), (View to SW) 
9 of 21. Farm equipment shed (View to SW) 
1 0 of 21. Chicken coop (View to SE) 
11 of21. Swimming pool (View toNE) 
12 of 21. Gazebo behind house (View to NW) 
13 of 21. Reconstructed cabin (View to NE) 
14 of21. Entry gates (view toW) 
15 of 21. Driveway looking towards house (view to W) 
16 of 21. Cemetery (View to W) 
17 of 21. View from front lawn to Hillsboro Pike (View to E) 
18 of 21. Roadbed towards Hillsboro Pike (View to E) 
19 of 21. View of stone wall along driveway (View to W) 
20 of21. View of driveway from top of hill towards Hillsboro Pike (View to E) 
21 of 21. View of southeast field towards house (View to NW) 
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Site Plan of the Thomas P. Kennedy Jr. House Boundary Revision showing property lines and 
contributing and non-contributing properties, keyed to list in Section 7. 
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Photo key map #1 of the Thomas P. Kennedy Jr. House Boundary Revision keyed to photo log. 
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