National Parks BioBlitz
iNaturalist Training Materials
How to add an Observation

1. “Add an Observation” in Android mobile application
a. If vou know/can identify the species vou’re recording:

b. If you do not know/ cannot identify the species you’re recording:
2. “Add an Observation” in iOS mobile application

a. If you know/can identify the species you’re recording:

b. If you do not know/ cannot identify the species you’re recording:

3. “Add an Observation” on www.inaturalist.org website
a. If you know the species you're recording:
b. If you do not know the species you’re recording:

Photo by: Karine Aaigner, National Geographic Society, 2013 BioBlitz at Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve

Check out these FAQs and “Getting Started” pages on www.inaturalist.org for more guidance!



http://www.inaturalist.org/pages/help
http://www.inaturalist.org/pages/getting+started

Open iNaturalist and select the green “+” sign in the lower-right corner.
Select “Take Photo”.
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Choose Image
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Take a photo that shows identifying details of species you’re observing.
When you get a quality photo accept it and continue by clicking the blue checkmark on
the right hand side of the screen.




To enter a species name for the observation click on the magnifying glass icon on the
right hand side of the screen.
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Type the common or scientific name into the search bar at the top of the screen
and select the appropriate tag from the drop down list.
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Branta canadensis occidentalis




The date, time, and georeferenced location are updated automatically by your
mobile device.
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As you scroll down you can see areas to add more details if you choose to. Since you
know the species name for the observation you can leave the “Need ID help?”
selection as “No”.

Click “Save observation” at the bottom of the screen.
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Select Projects
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When you save your observation you will be taken back to your observations
list/feed.



In order for the observation to be viewed on www.inaturalist.org and added to a
BioBlitz project, tap “Sync # observations” at the bottom of the screen. Android
and iOS devices will do this automatically when connected to a WiFi signal.
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If you don’t know the name of the species you’re observing, search for what you
do know.
For example, | know this tree is in the Plant Kingdom so | simply search “plant”
and select “Plants, Plantae” from the drop down list.
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The “Plants” label will appear in the species name. Scroll to the bottom and
change the “Need ID help?” to “Yes”,


http://www.inaturalist.org/

then “Save observation”.
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Open iNaturalist and tap “Observe” at the bottom of the screen.
Select “Take Photo”.
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Explore News Observe Me

Take a photo that shows identifying details of species you’re observing.
When you get a quality photo accept it and continue.



To enter a species name for the observation tap the question mark “Unknown” icon
near the top of the screen.
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Type the common or scientific name into the search bar at the top of the screen
and select the appropriate tag from the drop down list.
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The date, time, and georeferenced location are updated automatically by your
mobile device.
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As you scroll down you can see areas to add more details if you choose to. Since you
know the species name for the observation you can leave the “Help Me ID This
Species” selection as blank.

Click “Save observation” at the bottom of the screen.
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When you save your observation you will be taken back to your observations
list/feed.
In order for the observation to be viewed on www.inaturalist.org and added to a
BioBlitz project, tap “# Observation to Upload” at the top of the screen. Android
and iOS devices will do this automatically when connected to a WiFi signal.
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http://www.inaturalist.org/

If you don’t know the name of the species you’re observing, search for what you
do know.
For example, | know this organism is a moss so | simply search “moss” and select
the appropriate identification from the drop down list.
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The moss label will appear in the species name. Tap the “Help Me ID This
Species”
then “Save”. Be sure to upload your observations as outlined above.
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www.inaturalist.org

From your iNatualist homepage hover over your username in the upper-right corner of
the page and select “Add” under the “Observations” tab from the drop down menu.
- F A |

| iNaturalistorg « Your Hom X |
€& =2 C M [ wwwinaturalistorg/home “ME O o =

Projects v Places Guides People =0 @0 @ alliepetersen v
Dashboard

Welcome, alliepetersen!
Observations

Home Observations Calendar Favorites Lists Journal IDs Projects Profile
Recent updates Observations by everyone Comments by everyone
Import

fNaIuraIist.org Observations ~ Species v

All Updates Updates On Your Content Calendar
Biens It's Hummingbird Week
= alliepetersen added an identification to an observation b2y : . P
! on iNaturalist! Y Enyorites
: ' 1"{ ¥ . Lists
L 3 Check It Out View Stats
-
Journal
Messages
I s
4 Profile
Posted by forester93 10 days ago YOUR MARCH OBSERVATIONS A "
ccoun
‘*.- 3 1D
$ ¥ b — Sign out

View observation »

On the “Add an observation” page you will see all of the elements of an observation:
what, where, when, evidence, etc.

—
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- C A [ www.inaturalist.org/observations/new
iNaturalist.org Observationsv  Speciesv  Projectsv  Places  Guides  People =0 eo @ alliepetersen v
Add an observation Add: Bateh - From list - Import - From photos
Q @ Add photos ‘Add sounds.
EVIDENCE?
Was it captive / cultivated? Lat: Lan Edi | Select one or more photos
acc (mh stc
When did you see it? [ Ghoose Files | nofile chosen
& Sync obs. w/ photo metadata? clear
Description
port Flickr, Picasa, and Facebook for image
Link your Flickr account
Link your Picasa account
Link your Facebook account
£ e Map data ©2016 Imagery S2016 NASA | Terms of Use:
Tags Comma-sepa
& = Change geoprivacy open ¥
More fields
Add a field - Create a new field View all fields
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http://www.inaturalist.org/
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Enter as much information as you know on the “Add an observation” form,
including photo(s), then click “Save observation” at the bottom of the page. See
further explanation below.

A Naturalstorg - Add an o X | M 'S y ] .
&« C f  [) wwwinaturalist.org/cbservations/new
fNaiuraIisl.nrg Observations v Species v Projectsv  Places  Guides People =0 ®o0 @ alliepstersen v
Add an observation Add: Bateh - From list - Import - From photos
‘What did you see? ID Please? Where were you? WHERE? Add media
1201 Oakridge Road Fort Collins, CO 80523 | @ | Add photos | Add sounds
Canada Goose EVIDENCGE?
Lt 052 Lon: 05.05473 Edit Select one or more photos
Was it captive / cultivated? Acc (m): 188 src: google:

[(Choose Files | browser_kn.__goose. jpg

| Sync obs. w/ photo metadata?

e:
DETAILS?

Tags Commo.separated, please Change geoprivacy open

More fields

Add a field ~ | Create anewfield View all fields

WHAT: Search for the common or scientific name of the species you’re recording and select
from the drop down list.

WHERE: For the location you can type in a street address or latitude-longitude coordinates or
click on the map to drop a pin where you made the observation.

EVIDENCE: Select photo(s) from your computer/camera memory card to upload with the
observation.

WHO: iNaturalist user (you) is automatically applied to the observation when you’re logged in
to the www.inaturalist.org website.

WHEN: Enter the date you observed the species.

DETAILS: You may add additional details to your observation such as the habitat type, behavior,
or other details that may not be captured in photos.
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http://www.inaturalist.org/

Once your observation is saved it will appear on the “Your observations” page.
To view details, simply click on the observation and you will see all the parts of
an observation.

[ # Naturalistorg . Canada G X W - - = o
L C A [ www.inaturalist.org/observations/2657561
iNaturaIisi.nrg Observations~  Species~  Projects~  Places  Guides  People =0 ®o @ allispetersen +
« Your observations Previous
[ wro= ] [ whEN? |
wHAT? | Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) - observed by alliepetersen - February 8, 2016
# Edit (P copy W Delete Yr Addtofavorites W Identify ¥ Share

El E Your ID;

Canada Goose (5
Remove

=4 . ElE

- View 3 from February 08, 2016 »

B Goici

ome rights reserved a
Details

ocation: 1201 Oakr

ap data 92016 Gooale  Terms of Usz  Report 3 map emor

Goosle, OSA|

[ pETAILS? |

WHERE? Data Quality Assessment

Comments & Identifications
Posted by you less than a minute ag

Add a comment Add an identification

Quality grade: Needs ID Details QUALITY OF
DATAENTRY

d Edit

Even though | know the species I’'m recording, the Quality of Data Entry is “Needs ID”
because it needs to be verified to at least a species level by at least 2 other iNaturalist
users to become “Research” grade.
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If you’re unsure about the name of the species you’re recording you follow the
same steps as in part a. but be sure to check the “ID Please?” box between the
What and Where parts of the observation.

Again, | was recording an unknown tree species so | simply searched “plants” and selected the
“Plants” kingdom from the drop down list.

8 iNauralstorg - Add an o X - ‘ =apo)
€ = C #i [ wwwinaturalistorg/observation %)=
iNaturalist.org ob ~ Speciesv  Projectsv  Places  Guides  People =0 w0 (@) ouepstersen -
Add an observation Add: Batch - From list - Import - From photos
What did you see? @ D e were you?
- 201 Oakridge Drive Fort Coltins, C0 80523 | @

When i

seeit?

2016:02-08 -]

Description

The observation will look like that of a known species, but the What will be
“Plants (Kingdom Plantae)” because you did not input a species name.
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View 4 from February 08, 2016 »

*  Data Quality Assessment
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