NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE



MA AND PA WANTED THEIR OWN LAND TO FARM.

THEY KNEW THAT OFPORTUNITY

WOULD NEVER HAPFEN IN KENTUCKY.

REV. ROUNDTREE

AND A WHITE MAN
NAMED W.R. HILL

CAME AND SPOKE TO
THE CHURCH MEMBERS.
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THEY TOLD US TO BE READY!



WELCOME TO NICODEMUS

LET’S GO! As a Junior Ranger, it's your duty to discover why this little Kansas town is so
important to all Americans. Through some activities, you will learn the history of Nicodemus.
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Complete at least 4 activities for your age
group and bring your booklet to a ranger
when you're done.
6™ST
Activities for ages 9 and younger Activities for ages 10 and
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The red star on
the map marks
Nicodemus, Kansas.
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For thousands of years, many different people have called Kansas home.
Nicodemus National Historic Site is on the traditional homelands of
many Indigenous people, including:

These Indigenous cultures

are represented today namec‘;‘;hlch Tribe
by over 12 Federally assOCiat' (Hing. on © state of K
Recognized Indian Tribes. ed witp, Nic € of the Trib ANnsas
Ode es
s!)

Do you live in a town/county/state
that is named after a Tribe?

What is their name?

Do you know what Tribes lived or live
Where you live today? Who are they?



WHAT WOULD YOU PUT IN YOUR WAGON?

Circle any items you would take
with you on the journey.



PRAIRIE HOME BUILDING

When we first got here we had to build our own home. You
should try it out! Try using the things you see in the picture to help
you get ideas. You could dig into the hill or in the limestone rock.

Use your critical thinking skills to draw a house that could be made
using the tools you brought and the resources in the picture below.









AME CHURCH

“Because Nicodemus
residents really valued faith
and education, the AME Church
and District #1 Schoolhouse were
two very important buildings in
town. Bring them to life with
your coloring skills!”

DISTRICT #1 SCHOOLHOUSE



RAILROAD MAZE

In the late 1880s, the people of Nicodemus tried to
convince a railroad to come to town but failed. Start at
the beginning of the maze and work your way through
some of the obstacles the people of Nicodemus

faced when trying to secure the railroad.

Y,
A (s
S &
< =)
[7,) M
2 ~
% &
OJ N g‘}
Ne
€$- EDUMCm?E,"
oC® ONey,
QS&
3; 6¢|V@E.
Y
P‘RG vl NG
R
g 3
=) &
RIVAL < Y locaLs
TOWN EA CAL
%,
)
©
=z
o
4
2
=
\)\\—05 Towy ”
o’ cAUTION!
<
o
3
a
-2

ROCKS



FIND THE HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN TOWN!

Find the different buildings in town and make observations
based on what you see!
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DISTRICT #1 SCHOOL (1918)

If you could open a business on
the Plains, what would it be?




TOWNSHIP HALL

(1939)

AFRICAN METHODIST
EPIScopaL CHURCH (1885)

What kinds of ac

tivities do you
think they did in

this building?



“In the 1880s, Nicodemus
was a bustling community!
Dozens of homesteads

were spread out in the
countryside, and farmers
could buy almost everything
they needed in the growing
town. We had all kinds of
businesses like hotels,
general stores, a blacksmith,
livery stables, newspapers,
and even a dress shop!”

“Nicodemus has
changed a lot since it
was founded. As you're
exploring Nicodemus,
look around and find a
place to focus on.”

While you're exploring Nicodemus, imagine
how it would have looked back then and
draw the scene in the space below.

What three things stand out to you about this place?

How might they have looked in the 1880s?
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We are just about to
have our Emancipation
Celebration! Help me
write this letter to
my friend.



As a Junior Ranger,
I pledge to learn more about the history of Nicodemus
And share what | have learned with others.
| promise to preserve and
protect Nicodemus
And other national park sites
For the enjoyment of others

Now and for future generations.

Junior Ranger's Name

Park Ranger Date





