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The gravel walks were finally installed in 1976 and the debate on the Linden trees was solved by denial from NCPC and CFA.
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This ten-year planning effort was finalized in 1976.  Many debates including the extensions of the Mall tree panels west of 14th Street, the extension of the Reflecting Pool over 17th Street and the controversial sunken garden across the mall at 8th Street, were deleted.  The plan also added the east wing of the National Gallery.
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This 1976 plan also sited foodservice, information, TourMobile tickets, restroom facilities and sports fields through the mall and identified the basic concepts for the parks along Pennsylvania Avenue. 
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This plan also guided the location of the FDR Memorial by reemphasizing the McMillan Kite Plan which delineated a major memorial at the southwest map of the kite.
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The memorial was completed in 1997.
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This plan also changed the formal French design of Constitution Gardens in the 1966 proposed plan to this English Romantic Garden.
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Which was finished in 1976 after demolition of the 60-year old temporary office buildings.
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And created a multipurpose alternative landscape for the visitor in comparison to the formality and grand scale of the rest of the mall. It was designed as a strolling garden as well as a park which would host folk life festivals, concerts and art and music festivals.  A modest memorial to the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence was placed on the island in the lake. 
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And contains the signatures of each of the signers on 56 separate blocks of stone.
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The sighting of the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial by the Congress in Constitution Gardens in 1979 was done so over the objection of NPS, CFA, and NCPC as it would change the purpose of recently completed garden from one of festivals to commemorative.
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Shortly after the dedication of the VVM, Korean Veteran’s rose to propose their memorial which was sited in symmetrical balance to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial as a similar conflict of the cold war.
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This highly controversial plan for Pennsylvania Avenue removed the Willard and Washington Hotels and created a grand plaza for public assembly which can be found in major cities throughout the world.  It also proposed to demolish the Old Post Office retaining its bell tower.  Both of these proposals resulted in the establishment of Don’t Tear It Down a preservation organization which successfully saved the structures.
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The Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation plan reduced the size of the plaza, and built Freedom Plaza and saved the Willard Hotel and created a second park to the west, 
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To commemorate World War I and General John Pershing.
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We placed the memorial to the U.S. Navy at Market Square where PADC had planned a park.  This partnership was critical to preserving open space on the Ellipse where the proponents of the memorial were  desirous of locating their commemorative work.
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It resulted in a significant urban park and place of assembly and ceremony in the Mall.
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PADC also produced John Marshall Park by closing 4th Street.  All of these parks are managed by the National Park Service as well as the sidewalks of Pennsylvania Avenue.
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Perhaps the longest debate over planning for a sub-area of the Mall has been the Washington Monument Grounds. This 1981 National Park Service plan followed the 1976 approved Mall Master Plan but was criticized for demolishing the Monument Lodge and straightening 15th Street.SOURCE: Washington Monument Development Concept Plan and Alternatives, September 1981 - Monument Grounds Concept (clipped.) Page 49.
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This plan was revised in 1989 and placed a curve into 15th Street, which was built and saved the Monument Lodge.  It also proposed a visitor facility at the Sylvan Theater for those waiting to go up in the Monument.
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Thus, upon further analysis of visitor use patterns we decided that the Sylvan Theatre location for the visitor center would not be utilized nor would it be compatible with theatre uses. The plan was revised in 1993 and called for the visitor facility located under the Monument Lodge. The alignment of the walks was changed to meet handicapped accessibility standards.
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This planning lead to the 2003 plan, for accessible walks and security barriers, which is now under construction. The underground visitor facility became controversial and expensive and was dropped from the proposal.
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Martin Luther King Memorial was sited here along with the Cherry Walk of the Tidal Basin in 1999, but the design has not been approved.
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The World War II Memorial was sited at the Rainbow Pool where a memorial was first established in the 1966 plan.  The siting signified the importance of the War to this county and to the world as the most significant event in the 20th century.  Great care was taken to frame, not obstruct , the East – West views.
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And to place the architectural elements off axis in the tree niches to the North and South.
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In 1999, a sub-area plan was completed by the National Park Service for the President’s Park which includes the Ellipse, White House grounds and Lafayette Park.  It was an 8-year effort of an interagency task force and is a model for future planning on the Mall.
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It provided for an underground visitor orientation facility for White House visitors, a parking garage for employees under the Ellipse and a below-grade delivery facility from 17th Street through the Executive Office buildings under Pennsylvania Avenue.  Although approved, these proposals have yet to be funded.
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Given the concern expressed by the National Park Service and others that the Mall was filling up with proposed museums and memorials, NCPC undertook the Legacy Plan which was approved in 1999.SOURCE: National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC). Extending the Legacy (Inside Cover).
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The plan projects the open space of the mall by shifting future growth from the Mall’s 16th Street axis, to the North and South Capitol Streets, which is what the L’Enfant Plan had proposed.  These two street are both ripe for redevelopment and should be embellished with public memorials, buildings, plazas and fountains, with the Capitol as their focal point.
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In 2003, Congress agreed with NCMC, NPS, NCPC and CFA’s recommendation, and declared the Mall as a completed work of civic art, created the Reserve where new and memorials are prohibited.  With this law providing the stabilizing protection of the Mall, we can now turn our attention to managing it as an historic landscape.
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An important aspect of managing the nation’s front yard is use.  Use of it’s vast public space for public assembly and demonstrations under the First Amendment of the Constitution and celebration has become a tradition over the past 40 years.  Here is the crowd assembled to witness the high point of the 1963 March on Washington, Martin Luther King, Junior’s “I Have A Dream Speech.” SOURCE: The Mall in Washington 1791 – 1991. Plate CXXXIII, Civil Rights March on Washington – 1963. Page 244.
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Here, thousands have assembled for a major demonstration on the Washington Monument grounds.
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And here from the Capitol, the annual Fourth of July concert with thousands assembling along the mall for the firework’s display.



John Parsons

Closing Slide
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Now, then is the time to revisit this planning legacy and create a plan which will guide future use of the finished work of civic art.  The National Park Service, using the comprehensive design plan for the White House and President’s Park as a model will develop a plan for the rest of the National Mall over the next three years.




