
The Evolution of the National Mall:
Two Centuries of Debate
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Presentation Notes
The Mall is based on a strong planning legacy that has taken 200 years to bring it to a completed work of civic art.
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SOURCE: Above Washington - Robert Cameron, page 81.
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Flanked by the Lincoln Memorial and the Memorial Bridge to the west dedicated to healing the nation after the Civil War.--Memorial 1922--Bridge 1928SOURCE: Above Washington - Robert Cameron; Memorial Bridge, page 67
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And the Grant Memorial to the Civil War on the East. 1918
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In front of the Capitol.
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The White House with the axial boulevard of 16th Street to the north.
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And the Classic view from the Truman Balcony to Thomas Jefferson’s Memorial to the south.SOURCE: White House Photograph, 29 March 1986, C34031-11
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Set within the Tidal Basin and its cherry trees. 1942.SOURCE: Roloc Color Slides - 1103 - Jefferson Memorial slide
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This is a design that was based on axial relationships and reciprocal vistas of the French tradition of urban planning. 
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The Capitol was located on Jenkins Hill to the East, The White House on a hill of lesser height to the West with an Equestrian Statue to George Washington at the intersection of the axis of both. This is the L’Enfant Plan with its north south, orthogonal East, West grid intersected by strong diagonal avenues which created the parks, circles and squares for major public buildings and monuments.SOURCE: Library of Congress 
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On the East West axis he created a broad 400’ wide avenue with spacious private residences shown in red. The Tiber Creek Canal connected the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers and severed the Mall from the city to the north.SOURCE: Library of Congress
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Here in 1852, you see the Tiber Canal, the Capitol, Pennsylvania Avenue to the right and Maryland Avenue to the left.  Note the completed Smithsonian Castle and the proposed Washington Monument.
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Which is shown in this rendering artists, with its ornate colonnaded base to commemorate Revolutionary War heroes.  As Designed by Robert Mills at the edge of the Potomac, note the Tiber Canal with a suspension bridge to the White House to the North.SOURCE: The Mall in Washington 1791 – 1991,  Plate XLIII, Washington DC with Projected Improvements 1852, page 196.
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By the 1885 the Mall had been landscaped by the Department of Agriculture and Smithsonian Institution with little regard for L’Enfant’s vision as shown here in this perspective view.  Also note the carp ponds on the Washington Monument grounds which were a result of the beginning of the Corps of Engineers project to fill in the mud flats of the Potomac River in 1882. 
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As shown here.SOURCE: On This Spot; Pinpointing the Past in Washington, DC. Carp Pools, page 84.
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In 1882 this was the forecourt garden of the Department of Agriculture where designers emphasized their building rather than deferring to the grand scheme on the Mall, as envisioned by L’Enfant a century earlier.SOURCE: A Manual on the Origin and Development of Washington. Uncompleted Washington Monument as it appeared from 1852 to 1878 - page 204.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
There was also the Pennsylvania Railroad Station shown here in the middle of the mall.  The Smithsonian grounds extended from 7th to 12th Street and were landscaped using the English curvilinear design by Andrew Jackson Downing in 1850.SOURCE: Washington on View - Our National Capitol, Viewed from the South - Page 197 (arrow added).
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The railroad station was a substantial structure.  The improvement of this ad hoc expression by individual agencies was vandalizing L’Enfant’s plan. The AIA urged a new plan at their convention here in Washington in 1900.  Senator McMillan, who was the Chairman of the Committee on the District of Columbia , responded by establishing a commission to study the improvement of the park system of the Nations Capital.  The Commission was composed of Daniel Burham, Architect Chicago, Charles McKim, Architect New York, Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., Landscape Architect Brookline, Massachusetts, Augustus St. Gavdins, Sculptor, New York and Charles Moore, Planner and Critic, Washington, DC.SOURCE: A Manual on the Origin and Development of Washington – Old Pennsylvania Railroad Station - page 77.
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This is the existing conditions model prepared by the MacMillan Commission.
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Which shows the parkland at West Potomac Park that the Army Corps of Engineers had created by filling in the Potomac River by Dredging.
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Constitution and Independence avenues are overlaid here to help orient you.
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The tidal basin was an important element of the project.  It was sized and designed to serve as a flushing system for the Washington Channel that was created as a backwater by the filling of East Potomac Park.
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It filled during high tide and was released when the tide was low in the Washington Channel in order to flush sewage from the commercial port there.  Of course, it is no longer used because we have appropriate sewage treatment.




