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Our Revolution Study Guide

Objective:  Through the viewing of and participation in the live presentation of Our Revolution, as well as the use of this guide for pre and post performance exploration, students will gain a greater understanding of the American Revolution, the roles of ordinary soldiers and African-Americans in the war, and the significance of a government created on the principle of equality for all. Students will develop awareness of the myths and misinformation surrounding the American Revolution and be able to draw parallels between the Revolutionary period and other historical times and events.  

Story Synopsis

Our Revolution looks at the experience of being a Patriot and a soldier in the Continental Army from a rarely considered point of view: a young free Northern African-American.

 Peter Freeman is the youngest son in a free black family living near Concord in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in the 1770s. Peter’s grandfather bought his own freedom, and his son, Peter’s father, is the only free black to own his own land in their town.

Peter is born in 1765, the same year as Parliament’s Stamp Act takes effect in the colonies. Growing up outside of Boston, Peter is aware even as a young boy of the colonies’ troubles with England. He hears about the death of Christopher Seider and the Boston Massacre in 1770, and the Boston Tea Party in 1773. Peter’s 16 year old brother William supports the Sons of Liberty, and runs away to join the rebels, while Peter’s father tries to stay neutral. 

After the passage of the Massachusetts Government Act in 1774, Mr. Freeman becomes involved in the colonists’ nonviolent takeover of their local government from England. Peter goes along with his father to militia training, and they are both present for the fighting when the British troops march into Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775. At the end of that day, the Freemans’ home has been burned down by British regulars. Peter’s mother must go to work at the local tavern, while Peter and his father join the militia in Cambridge. 
Peter and his father participate in the Battle on Breed’s (Bunker) Hill, where Mr. Freeman is injured. They return to Concord for him to recover, and plan to start rebuilding their home—but when the colonies declare war and independence in 1776, Mr. Freeman and Peter leave to join the Continental Army  in New York City. In New York, Peter’s father is part of a group of soldiers who are captured by the British at Fort Washington. Peter continues with the army in their retreat across New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and is with General Washington for the crossing of the Delaware and the battle at Trenton. 
Peter returns home to tell his mother that his father has been taken as a prisoner of war. Soonafter, Mrs. Freeman is struck in the smallpox epidemic and dies. The town council decides that Peter will be bound as an indentured servant to the owner of the tavern where his mother had been working. When Mr. Wright, the tavern owner, wants to find a replacement to serve for him in the army, Peter volunteers in order to escape servitude. He enlists for the duration of the war.

Peter’s closest friend in the regiment, Joe, is another young indentured servant. Peter and Joe play the drums and fife for their regiment. The boys experience their first battle at Saratoga in 1777, and their first military winter in Valley Forge. At the Battle of Monmouth in 1778, Peter meets his brother again for the first time in five years—but William is fighting for the British in the Ethiopian Regiment, having run away from slavery in exchange for the promise of his freedom. Each brother tries to convince the other that his side and choice is the right one.
As the war moves further west and south, Peter and Joe continue to serve in the northeast, including spending the most brutal winter yet at Morristown. They are stationed at West Point when Benedict Arnold deserts to the British in 1780, witness the mutinies staged by other regiments protesting the poor conditions and lack of pay for soldiers, and finally find themselves carrying guns into battle at Yorktown, Virginia in 1781—where Peter meets a group of dying slaves who have been abandoned in the woods after serving the British.

Their regiment returns north for service until peace is declared in 1783. Joe tries to persuade Peter to move west with him, but Peter decides to go to New York City, to search for both his brother and his father. After learning that his father died on a British prison ship, Peter finds William—as he is signing into the Book of Negroes, to be sent to Nova Scotia by the British. Again, each brother tries to convince the other to join him—but William is determined to escape the land that made him a slave, and Peter is committed to a fresh start in a country where “all men are created equal.”

Peter’s Timeline

1765


Born

March: Stamp Act

1770


February: Christopher Seider killed

March: Boston Massacre

1773


William runs away

December: Boston Tea Party

1774


May: Massachusetts Government Act

August-October: Common citizens in every Massachusetts county seat outside Boston take over local government.
1775

April: Battles at Lexington & Concord

June: Battle at Breed’s (Bunker) Hill

November: Lord Dunmore’s Proclamation offering freedom to slaves

1776

January: Common Sense published

July: Declaration of Independence

September: NYC fire

November: capture of Fort Washington—Father captured

December: crossing of the Delaware & battle at Trenton

1777

Mama dies

Bound to Mr. Wright

Joins 15th Massachusetts Regiment

September-October: Battle of Saratoga (Battle of Freeman’s Farm & Battle of Bemis Heights)

December: winter at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania

1778

Winter at Valley Forge continues

June: Battle of Monmouth—meets William
July: France declares war against Britain

December: winter at Providence, Rhode Island

1779

Southern campaign

Indian/Western campaign

December: winter at Morristown, New Jersey 

1780

Winter at Morristown continues

Southern/Indian campaigns continue

August: Benedict Arnold appointed commander of West Point

September: Benedict Arnold flees to the British

1781

January: Pennsylvania & New Jersey troops mutiny while in winter quarters in New Jersey

Southern/Indian campaigns continue

August-September: March to Yorktown via Philadelphia

September-October: Battle/siege of Yorktown

1782

Southern/Indian campaigns continue

Loyalists begin leaving for Canada

April: Peace talks begin in Paris

November: Preliminary peace contract signed

1783

February: England declares end of war

April: Congress declares end of war

June: Continental Army disbands

Loyalists continue leaving for Canada

Meets William

November: Washington enters New York as last British troops leave

Returns to Concord

American Revolution timeline

Sources:
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/continental/timeline.html; 
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/
1763: King George III prohibits any English settlement west of the Appalachian mountains and requires those already settled in those regions to return east in an attempt to ease tensions with Native Americans. 

1764: The Sugar Act is passed by the English Parliament to offset the war debt brought on by the French and Indian War and to help pay for the expenses of running the colonies and newly acquired territories. The act increased duties on non-British goods shipped to the colonies. 

1764: The Currency Act prohibits the colonists from issuing any legal tender paper money. This act threatens to destabilize the entire colonial economy of both the industrial North and agricultural South, uniting the colonists against it.

May 1764: At a town meeting in Boston, James Otis raises the issue of taxation without representation and urges a united response to the recent acts imposed by England. 
July 1764: Otis publishes "The Rights of the British Colonies Asserted and Proved."
August 1764: Boston merchants begin a boycott of British luxury goods.

March 1765: The Stamp Act is passed by the English Parliament, imposing the first direct tax on the American colonies, to offset the high costs of the British military in America. For the first time, colonists will pay tax not to their own local legislatures, but directly to England. The Stamp Act taxed newspapers, almanacs, pamphlets, broadsides, legal documents, dice, and playing cards. Issued by Britain, the stamps were affixed to documents or packages to show that the tax had been paid. 

March 1765: The Quartering Act requires colonists to house British troops and supply them with food. 

May 1765:  In Virginia, Patrick Henry presents seven Virginia Resolutions to the House of Burgesses claiming that only the Virginia assembly can legally tax Virginia residents. 

July 1765:  The Sons of Liberty, an underground organization opposed to the Stamp Act, is formed in a number of colonial towns. Its members use violence and intimidation to eventually force all of the British stamp agents to resign, and also stop many American merchants from ordering British trade goods. 

August 26, 1765:  A mob in Boston attacks the home of Thomas Hutchinson, Chief Justice of Massachusetts, as Hutchinson and his family narrowly escape.

October 1765:  The Stamp Act Congress convenes in New York City, with representatives from nine of the colonies. The Congress prepares a petition to King George III and the English Parliament, requesting the repeal of the Stamp Act and the Acts of 1764 and asserting that only colonial legislatures can tax colonial residents and that taxation without representation violates the colonists' basic civil rights.

November 1, 1765:  Most business and legal transactions cease as the Stamp Act goes into effect, with nearly all of the colonists refusing to use the stamps. In New York City, a mob burns the royal governor in effigy, harasses British troops, and loots houses. 

December 1765:   British General Thomas Gage, commander of all English military forces in America, asks the New York assembly to make colonists comply with the Quartering Act and house and supply his troops. 

January 1766: The New York assembly refuses to completely comply with General Gage's request to enforce the Quartering Act.

March 1766:  King George III signs a bill repealing the Stamp Act after much debate in the English Parliament, which included an appearance by Ben Franklin arguing for repeal and warning of a possible revolution if the Stamp Act was enforced by the military. 

March 1766:  On the same day it repealed the Stamp Act, the English Parliament passes the Declaratory Act stating that the British government has total power to legislate any laws governing the American colonies.

April 1766:  News of the repeal of the Stamp Act results in celebrations in the colonies and a relaxation of the boycott of imported English trade goods. 

August 1766:  Violence breaks out in New York between British soldiers and armed colonists, including Sons of Liberty members, as a result of the continuing refusal of New York colonists to comply with the Quartering Act. 

December 1766:   The New York legislature is suspended by the English Crown after once again voting to refuse to comply with the Act.

June 1767: The English Parliament passes the Townshend Revenue Acts, imposing a new series of taxes on the colonists to offset the costs of administering and protecting the American colonies. Items taxed include imports such as paper, tea, glass, lead and paints. The Act also establishes a colonial board of customs commissioners in Boston. 
October 1767: Bostonians reinstate a boycott of English luxury items.

December 1767: "Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania to the Inhabitants of the British Colonies." This widely reproduced pamphlet by John Dickinson declared that Parliament could not tax the colonies, called the Townshend Acts unconstitutional, and denounced the suspension of the New York Assembly as a threat to colonial liberties.

February 1768:  Samuel Adams of Massachusetts writes a Circular Letter opposing taxation without representation and calling for the colonists to unite in their actions against the British government. The letter is sent to assemblies throughout the colonies and also instructs them on the methods the Massachusetts general court is using to oppose the Townshend Acts.

April 1768: England's Secretary of State for the Colonies, Lord Hillsborough, orders colonial governors to stop their own assemblies from endorsing Adams' circular letter. Hillsborough also orders the governor of Massachusetts to dissolve the general court if the Massachusetts assembly does not revoke the letter. By month's end, the assemblies of New Hampshire, Connecticut and New Jersey have endorsed the letter.

May 1768: A British warship armed with 50 cannons sails into Boston harbor after a call for help from custom commissioners who are constantly being harassed by Boston agitators. 
June 1768: A customs official is locked up in the cabin of the Liberty, a sloop owned by John Hancock. Imported wine is then unloaded illegally into Boston without payment of duties. Following this, customs officials seize Hancock's sloop. After threats of violence from Bostonians, the customs officials escape, then request the intervention of British troops.

July 1768: The governor of Massachusetts dissolves the general court after the legislature defies his order to revoke Adams' circular letter. 
August 1768: In Boston and New York, merchants agree to boycott most British goods until the Townshend Acts are repealed. 
September 1768: At a town meeting in Boston, residents are urged to arm themselves. 
September 1768: English warships sail into Boston Harbor,. Two regiments of English infantry land in Boston and set up permanent residence to keep order.

March 1769: Philadelphia merchants join the boycott of British trade goods. 
May 1769: The Virginia House of Burgesses passes resolutions condemning Britain's actions against Massachusetts, and stating that only Virginia's governor and legislature could tax its citizens. The members also draft a formal letter to the King, just before the legislature is dissolved by the royal governor.

October 1769:  The boycott of English goods spreads to New Jersey, Rhode Island, and North Carolina.

1770: The population of the American colonies reaches 2,210,000. 

January 1770:  Violence erupts between members of the Sons of Liberty in New York and 40 British soldiers over the posting of broadsheets by the British. Several men are seriously wounded. 

March 5, 1770: The Boston Massacre occurs as a mob harasses British soldiers who then fire their muskets into the crowd, killing three instantly, mortally wounding two others and injuring six. After the incident, the new Royal Governor of Massachusetts, Thomas Hutchinson, at the insistence of Samuel Adams, withdraws British troops out of Boston. The captain of the British soldiers, Thomas Preston, is arrested along with eight of his men and charged with murder.

April 1770: The Townshend Acts and Quartering Act are repealed by the British. All duties on imports into the colonies are eliminated except for tea. 

October 1770: The trial begins for the British soldiers arrested after the Boston Massacre. Colonial lawyers John Adams and Josiah Quincy successfully defend Captain Preston and six of his men, who are acquitted. Two other soldiers are found guilty of manslaughter, branded, then released.

June 1772: A British customs schooner, the Gaspee, runs aground off Rhode Island. Colonists from Providence row out and attack it, set the British crew ashore, then burn the ship. 
September 1772:  A 500 pound reward is offered by England for the capture of those colonists who attacked the Gaspee. The announcement that they would be sent to England for trial upsets many American colonists.

November 1772:   A Boston town meeting assembles, called by Samuel Adams. During the meeting, a 21 member Committee of Correspondence is appointed to communicate with other towns and colonies. A few weeks later, the town meeting endorses three radical proclamations asserting the rights of the colonies to self-rule.

March 1773: The Virginia House of Burgesses appoints an eleven member Committee of Correspondence to communicate with the other colonies regarding common complaints against the British. New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut and South Carolina Committees follow.

May 10 1773:  The Tea Act maintains a threepenny per pound import tax on tea arriving in the colonies, which had already been in effect for six years. It also gives the near bankrupt British East India Company a monopoly by allowing it to sell directly to colonial agents, underselling American merchants. 
September 1773:  Parliament authorizes the East India Company to ship half a million pounds of tea to a group of chosen tea agents.

October 1773:  Colonists hold a mass meeting in Philadelphia in opposition to the tea tax and the monopoly of the East India Company. A committee then forces British tea agents to resign their positions. 
November 1773:  A town meeting is held in Boston endorsing the actions taken by Philadelphia colonists. Bostonians then try, but fail, to get their British tea agents to resign.
November 29-30, 1773:   Two mass meetings occur in Boston over what to do about the tea aboard the three ships docked in Boston harbor. Colonists decide to send the tea on the Dartmouth back to England without paying any import duties. The Royal Governor of Massachusetts, Hutchinson, orders harbor officials not to let the ship sail out of the harbor unless the tea taxes have been paid.

December 16, 1773: The Boston Tea Party occurs as colonial activists disguise themselves as Mohawk Indians, then board the ships and dump all 342 containers of tea into the harbor.

March 1774: An angry English Parliament passes the first of a series of Coercive Acts (called Intolerable Acts by colonists) in response to the rebellion in Massachusetts. The Boston Port Bill shuts down all commercial shipping in Boston harbor until Massachusetts pays the taxes owed on the tea dumped in the harbor and also reimburses the East India Company for the loss of the tea.

May 12, 1774:  Bostonians call for a boycott of British imports in response to the Boston Port Bill. 
May 13, 1774:  General Thomas Gage, commander of British military forces in the colonies, replaces Hutchinson as Royal Governor, putting Massachusetts under military rule. He is followed by the arrival of four regiments of British troops. 

May 17-23, 1774:  Colonists in Providence, New York and Philadelphia call for an intercolonial congress to overcome the Coercive Acts and discuss a common course of action against the British. 

May 20, 1774:  The English Parliament enacts the next series of Coercive Acts, which include the Massachusetts Regulating Act and Government Act, virtually ending any colonial self-rule. Instead, the English Crown and the Royal Governor assume political power. The Administration of Justice Act protects royal officials in Massachusetts from being sued in colonial courts, and the Quebec Act establishes a centralized government in Canada controlled by the Crown and English Parliament and extends the southern boundary of Canada into territories claimed by Massachusetts, Connecticut and Virginia.

June 1774:  A new version of the Quartering Act requires all American colonies to provide housing for British troops in occupied houses and taverns and in unoccupied buildings. 
August-October 1774: Common citizens throughout Massachusetts, in every county seat outside Boston, seize political power by forcing all Crown-appointed officials to resign. By early fall, British rule has ended, both politically and militarily, for 95 percent of the colony.
September 5 - October 26, 1774:  The First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia with 56 delegates, representing every colony except Georgia. 
September 17, 1774:  The Congress declares its opposition to the Coercive Acts and promotes the formation of local militia units. 
October 14, 1774:  A Declaration and Resolves is adopted that opposes the Coercive Acts, the Quebec Act, and other British measures that undermine self-rule. The rights of the colonists are asserted, including the rights to "life, liberty and property." 
October 20, 1774:  The Congress adopts the Continental Association in which delegates agree to a boycott of English imports, an embargo of exports to Britain, and the discontinuation of the slave trade.

February 1, 1775: In Cambridge, Massachusetts, a provincial congress is held during which John Hancock and Joseph Warren begin defensive preparations for a state of war. 
February 9, 1775:  Parliament declares Massachusetts to be in a state of rebellion. 
March 23, 1775: In Virginia, Patrick Henry delivers a speech against British rule. 
March 30, 1775:  The New England Restraining Act is endorsed by King George III, requiring New England colonies to trade exclusively with England and banning fishing in the North Atlantic. 

April 14, 1775: Massachusetts Governor Gage is secretly ordered by the British to enforce the Coercive Acts and suppress "open rebellion" among colonists by using all necessary force.

April 18, 1775: General Gage orders 700 British soldiers to Concord to destroy the colonists' weapons depot. That night, riders from Boston, including Paul Revere, are sent to warn colonists. 

April 19, 1775:  About 70 armed Massachusetts militiamen stand face to face on Lexington Green with the British advance guard. An unordered gunshot begins the American Revolution. The British destroy the colonists' weapons and supplies at the depot in Concord. At Concord’s North Bridge, a British platoon is attacked by militiamen. British forces retreat from Lexington back to Boston and are harassed and shot at all along the way by farmers and rebels. News of the events spreads throughout the Colonies. 

April 23, 1775: The Provincial Congress in Massachusetts orders 13,600 American soldiers to be mobilized. Colonial volunteers from all over New England assemble and head for Boston, then establish camps around the city and begin a year long siege of British-held Boston.

May 10, 1775: Colonial forces led by Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold capture Fort Ticonderoga in New York. The fort contains a much needed supply of military equipment including cannons which are hauled to Boston by ox teams. 

May 15, 1775: The Second Continental Congress convenes in Philadelphia, with John Hancock elected as its president. The Congress places the colonies in a state of defense. 
June 12, 1775:  British General Gage puts martial law in effect, and states that any person helping the colonists would be considered a traitor and rebel. 

June 15, 1775:  The Congress unanimously votes to appoint George Washington general and commander-in-chief of the new Continental Army. 

June 17, 1775:  At the Battle of Bunker Hill, colonial troops are dug in along the high ground of Breed's Hill and attacked by a frontal assault of over 2000 British soldiers who storm up the hill. The colonists let loose a deadly volley of musket fire and halt the British advance. The British then regroup and attack 30 minutes later with the same result. A third attack succeeds as the colonists run out of ammunition and are left only with bayonets and stones to defend themselves. The British take the hill, but at a loss of half their force, over a thousand casualties, with the colonists losing about 400.

July 3, 1775:  At Cambridge, Massachusetts, George Washington takes command of the Continental Army which now has about 17,000 men. 

July 5, 1775: The Continental Congress adopts the Olive Branch Petition which expresses hope for a reconciliation with Britain, appealing directly to the King. 
July 6, 1775: The Continental Congress issues a Declaration on the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms detailing the colonists' reasons for fighting the British and stating that colonists are "resolved to die free men rather than live as slaves." 
August 1775: King George III refuses to look at the Olive Branch Petition and instead issues a proclamation declaring the colonists to be in a state of open rebellion. 
September 1775: Continental Army forces begin an arduous march toward Quebec, with the goal of liberating it from British military control.
November 7, 1775: Lord Dunmore, royal governor of Virginia, issues a Proclamation declaring martial law and promising freedom for slaves of American patriots who would leave their masters and join the British army.

November 28, 1775: The American Navy is established by Congress. The next day, Congress appoints a secret committee to seek help from European nations. 

December 23, 1775: King George III issues a royal proclamation closing the American colonies to all commerce and trade, to take effect in March 1776. Also in December, Congress is informed that France may offer support in the war against Britain.

December 31, 1775: American colonial forces, led by Benedict Arnold, Daniel Morgan and Richard Montgomery, attempt to seize the city of Quebec, resulting in the first defeat of the Continental Army.
January 9, 1776: Thomas Paine's "Common Sense" is published in Philadelphia. The 50 page pamphlet is highly critical of King George III and attacks allegiance to monarchy in principle while providing strong arguments for American independence. It becomes an instant best-seller. 

March 4-17, 1776: Colonial forces take Dorchester Heights which overlooks Boston Harbor. Captured British artillery from Fort Ticonderoga is placed on the heights to enforce the siege against the British in Boston. The British evacuate Boston and set sail for Halifax. George Washington rushes to New York to set up defenses, anticipating the British plan to invade New York City.

April 6, 1776: The Continental Congress declares colonial shipping ports open to all traffic except the British. The Congress had already authorized privateer raids on British ships and also advised disarming all colonists loyal to England.

April 12, 1776: The North Carolina assembly is the first to empower its delegates in the Continental Congress to vote for independence from Britain.

May 2, 1776: King Louis XVI of France commits one million dollars in arms and munitions to the colonies. Spain then also promises support.

May 10, 1776: The Continental Congress authorizes each of the 13 colonies to form local (provincial) governments.

June 28, 1776: In South Carolina, colonial forces at Fort Moultrie successfully defend Charleston against a British naval attack and inflict heavy damage on the fleet.

June-July, 1776: A massive British war fleet arrives in New York Harbor consisting of 30 battleships with 1200 cannon, 30,000 soldiers, 10,000 sailors, and 300 supply ships, under the command of General William Howe and his brother Admiral Lord Richard Howe. 

June 7, 1776: Richard Henry Lee, a Virginia delegate to the Continental Congress, presents a formal resolution calling for the colonies to declare independence from Britain. 
June 11, 1776: Congress appoints a committee to draft a declaration of independence. Thomas Jefferson is chosen by the committee to prepare the first draft. 
June 28, 1776: Jefferson's Declaration of Independence is presented to the Congress, with changes made by John Adams and Benjamin Franklin. 
July 2, 1776: Twelve of thirteen colonial delegations (New York abstains) vote in support of Lee's resolution for independence. 

July 4, 1776: The Congress formally endorses the Declaration of Independence, with copies sent to all of the colonies. 
August 2, 1776: The actual signing of the document occurs, as most of the 55 members of Congress place their names on the parchment copy.

August 27-29, 1776:  General Howe leads 15,000 soldiers against Washington's army in the Battle of Long Island. Washington, outnumbered two to one, suffers a severe defeat. The Americans retreat to Brooklyn Heights, facing possible capture by the British or even total surrender. But at night, the Americans cross the East River and escape to Manhattan, then evacuate New York City and retreat through Manhattan Island to Harlem Heights. 

September 11, 1776: A peace conference is held on Staten Island with British Admiral Lord Richard Howe meeting American representatives. The conference fails as Howe demands the colonists revoke the Declaration of Independence.

September 16, 1776: After evacuating New York City, Washington's army repulses a British attack during the Battle of Harlem Heights. 
September 21, 1776: Fire engulfs New York City and destroys over 300 buildings.

September 22, 1776: After he is caught spying on British troops on Long Island, Nathan Hale is executed without a trial.
October 11, 1776: The Battle of Valcour Bay is a big defeat for the inexperienced American Navy on Lake Champlain at the hands of a British fleet. Most of the American gunships are crippled, with the remaining ships destroyed in a second engagement two days later.

October 28, 1776: After evacuating his main forces from Manhattan, Washington's army suffers heavy casualties in the Battle of White Plains from General Howe's forces. Washington then retreats westward.

November, 1776: Fort Washington on Manhattan and its stores of over 100 cannon, thousands of muskets and cartridges is captured by General Howe. The Americans also lose Fort Lee in New Jersey to General Cornwallis. Washington's army suffers 3000 casualties in the two defeats. General Washington abandons the New York area and moves his forces further west toward the Delaware River. Cornwallis now pursues him.

December 6, 1776: The naval base at Newport, Rhode Island is captured by the British.

December 11, 1776: Washington takes his troops across the Delaware River into Pennsylvania. The next day, over concerns of a possible British attack, the Continental Congress abandons Philadelphia for Baltimore.

December 25-26, 1776: Washington takes 2400 of his men and recrosses the Delaware River to conduct a surprise raid on 1500 British-Hessians (German mercenaries) at Trenton, New Jersey. The Hessians surrender after an hour with nearly 1000 taken prisoner. Washington reoccupies Trenton. The victory provides a much needed boost to the morale of all American Patriots.

January 3, 1777: Washington and his troops defeat the British at Princeton and drive them back toward New Brunswick. Washington then establishes winter quarters at Morristown, New Jersey. During the harsh winter, Washington's army shrinks to about a thousand men as enlistments expire and deserters flee the hardships. 

March 12, 1777: The Continental Congress returns to Philadelphia from Baltimore after Washington's successes against the British in New Jersey.

April 27, 1777: American troops under Benedict Arnold defeat the British at Ridgefield, Connecticut.

June 14, 1777: The flag of the United States consisting of 13 stars and 13 white and red stripes is mandated by Congress; John Paul Jones is chosen by Congress to captain the 18 gun vessel Ranger with his mission to raid coastal towns of England.

June 17, 1777: A British force of 7700 men under General John Burgoyne invades from Canada, sailing down Lake Champlain toward Albany, planning to link up with General Howe who will come north from New York City, cutting off New England from the rest of the colonies. 

July 6, 1777: General Burgoyne's troops capture Fort Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain, a tremendous blow to American morale.

July 23, 1777: British General Howe, with 15,000 men, sets sail from New York for Chesapeake Bay to capture Philadelphia, instead of sailing north to meet up with General Burgoyne. 

July 27, 1777: Marquis de Lafayette, a 19 year old French aristocrat, arrives in Philadelphia and volunteers to serve the Americans without pay. Congress appoints him as a major general in the Continental Army. 

August 1, 1777: General Burgoyne reaches the Hudson after a grueling month spent crossing 23 miles of wilderness separating the southern tip of Lake Champlain from the northern tip of the Hudson River.

August 16, 1777: In the Battle of Bennington, militiamen from Vermont, aided by Massachusetts troops, wipe out a detachment of 800 Hessians sent by General Burgoyne to seize horses. 

August 25, 1777: British General Howe disembarks at Chesapeake Bay with his troops.

September 9-11, 1777: In the Battle of Brandywine Creek, Washington and the main Continental Army are driven back toward Philadelphia by General Howe's British troops. Both sides suffer heavy losses. Congress leaves Philadelphia and resettles in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

September 26, 1777: British forces under General Howe occupy Philadelphia. Congress relocates to York, Pennsylvania.

October 7, 1777: The Battle of Saratoga results in the first major American victory of the Revolutionary War as General Horatio Gates and General Benedict Arnold defeat General Burgoyne.

October 17, 1777: General Burgoyne and his entire army of 5700 men surrender to the Americans led by General Gates. The British are marched to Boston, placed on ships and sent back to England after swearing not serve again in the war against America. News of the American victory at Saratoga soon travels to Europe and boosts support of the American cause. 

November 15, 1777: Congress adopts the Articles of Confederation as the government of the new United States of America, pending ratification by the individual states. Under the Articles, Congress is the sole authority of the new national government. 

December 17, 1777: At Valley Forge in Pennsylvania, the Continental Army led by Washington sets up winter quarters.

February 6, 1778: American and French representatives sign two treaties in Paris: a Treaty of Amity and Commerce and a Treaty of Alliance. France now officially recognizes the United States and will soon become the major supplier of military supplies to Washington's army. Both countries pledge to fight until American independence is won, with neither country concluding any truce with Britain without the other's consent, and guarantee each other's possessions in America against all other powers. The American struggle for independence becomes a world war. 
February 23, 1778: Baron von Steuben of Prussia arrives at Valley Forge to join the Continental Army. 

March 16, 1778: A Peace Commission is created by the British Parliament to negotiate with the Americans. The commission then travels to Philadelphia where its offers granting all of the American demands, except independence, are rejected by Congress.

May 8, 1778: British General Henry Clinton replaces General Howe as commander of all British forces in the American colonies.

May 30, 1778: A campaign of terror against American frontier settlements begins, instigated by the British, as 300 Iroquois Indians burn Cobleskill, New York. 

June 18, 1778: Fearing a blockade by French ships, British General Clinton withdraws his troops from Philadelphia and marches across New Jersey toward New York City. Americans then re-occupy Philadelphia.

June 19, 1778: Washington sends troops from Valley Forge to intercept General Clinton.

June 27-28, 1778: The Battle of Monmouth occurs in New Jersey as Washington's troops and General Clinton's troops fight to a standoff. On hearing that American General Charles Lee had ordered a retreat, General Washington becomes furious. General Clinton continues toward New York.

July 2, 1778: Congress returns once again to Philadelphia.

July 3, 1778: British Loyalists and Indians massacre American settlers in the Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania.

July 8, 1778: General Washington sets up headquarters at West Point, New York.

July 10, 1778: France declares war against Britain.

August 8, 1778: American land forces and French ships attempt to conduct a combined siege against Newport, Rhode Island. Bad weather and delays of the land troops result in failure. The weather-damaged French fleet sails to Boston for repairs.

November 11, 1778: At Cherry Valley, New York, Loyalists and Indians massacre over 40 American settlers. 

December 29, 1778: The British begin a major southern campaign with the capture of Savannah, Georgia, followed a month later with the capture of Augusta.

April 1-30, 1779: American troops from North Carolina and Virginia attack Chickamauga Indian villages in Tennessee.

May 10, 1779: British troops burn Portsmouth and Norfolk, Virginia.

June 1, 1779: British General Clinton takes 6000 men up the Hudson toward West Point.

June 16, 1779: Spain declares war on England, but does not make an alliance with the American revolutionary forces.

July 5-11, 1779: Loyalists raid coastal towns in Connecticut, burning Fairfield, Norwalk and ships in New Haven harbor.

July 10, 1779: Naval ships from Massachusetts are destroyed by the British while attempting to take the Loyalist stronghold of Castine, Maine.

August 14, 1779: A peace plan is approved by Congress which stipulates independence, complete British evacuation of America and free navigation on the Mississippi River.

August 29, 1779: American forces defeat the combined Indian and Loyalist forces at Elmira, New York and destroy nearly 40 Cayuga and Seneca Indian villages.

Sept. 3 - Oct. 28, 1779: Americans suffer a major defeat while attacking the British at Savannah, Georgia. Among the 800 American and Allied casualties is Count Casimir Pulaski of Poland. 
September 23, 1779: Off the coast of England, John Paul Jones fights a desperate battle with a British frigate. 

September 27, 1779: John Adams is appointed by Congress to negotiate peace with England.

October 17, 1779: Washington sets up winter quarters at Morristown, New Jersey, where his troops suffer another harsh winter without desperately needed supplies.

December 26, 1779: British General Clinton sets sail from New York with 8000 men and heads for Charleston, South Carolina, arriving on February 1.

April 8, 1780: The British attack begins against Charleston as warships sail past the cannons of Fort Moultrie and enter Charleston harbor. Washington sends reinforcements.

May 6, 1780: The British capture Fort Moultrie at Charleston, South Carolina.

May 12, 1780: The worst American defeat of the Revolutionary War occurs as the British capture Charleston and its 5400-man garrison (the entire southern Continental Army) along with four ships and a military arsenal. 

May 25, 1780: Two Continental regiments conduct an armed march through camp and demand immediate payment of salary (overdue by 5 months) and full rations. Troops from Pennsylvania put down the rebellion. Two leaders of the protest are hanged.

June 11, 1780: A new Massachusetts constitution is endorsed asserting "all men are born free and equal," which includes black slaves.

June 23, 1780: American forces defeat the British in the Battle of Springfield, New Jersey.

July 11, 1780: 6000 French soldiers under Count de Rochambeau arrive at Newport, Rhode Island. They remain there for nearly a year, blockaded by the British fleet.

August 3, 1780: Benedict Arnold is appointed commander of West Point. He has been secretly collaborating with British General Clinton since May of 1779.

August 16, 1780: Forces under General Gates are defeated by troops of General Charles Cornwallis in South Carolina, resulting in 900 Americans killed and 1000 captured.

August 18, 1780: An American defeat at Fishing Creek, South Carolina, opens a route for General Cornwallis to invade North Carolina. 

September 23, 1780: British major John Andre is captured in civilian clothing near Tarrytown, New York, carrying plans indicating Benedict Arnold intends to turn traitor and surrender West Point. 
September 25, 1780: Arnold hears of Andre’s capture and flees West Point to the British ship Vulture. He is later named a brigadier general in the British Army. 

October 7, 1780: General Cornwallis abandons his invasion of North Carolina after Americans capture his reinforcements, a Loyalist force of 1000 men.

October 14, 1780: General Nathanael Greene is named as the new commander of the Southern Army, replacing General Gates. Greene then begins a strategy of rallying popular support and wearing down the British by leading General Cornwallis on a six month chase throughout the South. The British, low on supplies, steal from any Americans they encounter, enraging them.

January 3, 1781: Continental troops from Pennsylvania set up camp near Princeton, New Jersey and choose their own representatives to negotiate with state officials back in Pennsylvania. The crisis is eventually resolved through negotiations, but over half of the mutineers abandon the army.

January 17, 1781: An American victory at Cowpens, South Carolina, as General Daniel Morgan defeats British General Tarleton.

January 20, 1781: Mutiny among American troops at Pompton, New Jersey. The rebellion is put down seven days later by a 600-man force sent by General Washington. Two of the leaders are then hanged.

March 15, 1781: Forces under General Cornwallis suffer heavy losses in the Battle of Guilford Courthouse in North Carolina. Cornwallis abandons plans to conquer the Carolinas and retreats to Wilmington, then begins a campaign to conquer Virginia.

May 21, 1781: Washington and French General Rochambeau meet in Connecticut for a war council. General Rochambeau agrees to Washington's plan for a joint French naval and American ground attack on New York.

June 4, 1781: Thomas Jefferson narrowly escapes capture by the British at Charlottesville, Virginia.

June 10, 1781: American troops under Marquis de Lafayette, General Anthony Wayne and Baron von Steuben form a combined force in Virginia to oppose British forces under Benedict Arnold and General Cornwallis.

June 11, 1781: Congress appoints a Peace Commission, which supplements John Adams as the sole negotiator with the British.

July 20, 1781: Slaves in Williamsburg, Virginia, rebel and burn several buildings.

August 1, 1781: After several months of chasing General Greene's army, General Cornwallis and his 10,000 soldiers seek rest at Yorktown, Virginia. 
August 14, 1781: General Washington abandons the attack on New York in favor of Yorktown after receiving a letter from French Admiral Count de Grasse indicating his entire 29-ship French fleet with 3000 soldiers is now heading for the Chesapeake Bay near Cornwallis. General Washington  coordinates with General Rochambeau to rush their best troops south to Virginia to destroy the British position in Yorktown.

August 30, 1781: Count de Grasse's French fleet arrives off Yorktown, Virginia. De Grasse then lands troops near Yorktown, linking with Lafayette's American troops to cut Cornwallis off from any retreat by land.

September 1, 1781: The troops of Washington and Rochambeau arrive at Philadelphia.

September 5-8, 1781: A major naval battle between the French fleet of de Grasse and the outnumbered British fleet of Admiral Thomas Graves results in a French victory. The British fleet retreats to New York for reinforcements, leaving the French in control of the Chesapeake. The French fleet establishes a blockade, cutting Cornwallis off from any retreat by sea. French naval reinforcements arrive from Newport.

September 6, 1781: Benedict Arnold's British troops loot and burn the port of New London, Connecticut.

September 14-24, 1781: De Grasse sends his ships up the Chesapeake Bay to transport the armies of Washington and Rochambeau to Yorktown.

September 28, 1781: General Washington, with a combined Allied army of 17,000 men, begins the siege of Yorktown. French cannons bombard General Cornwallis and his 9000 men day and night while the Allied lines advance. British supplies run dangerously low. 

October 19, 1781: The British army surrenders at Yorktown. 
October 24, 1781: 7000 British reinforcements under General Clinton arrive at Chesapeake Bay but turn back on hearing of the surrender at Yorktown.

January 1, 1782: Loyalists begin leaving America, heading north to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

January 5, 1782: The British withdraw from North Carolina.

February 27, 1782: In England, the House of Commons votes against further war in America.

March 5, 1782: The British Parliament empowers the King to negotiate peace with the United States.

March 7, 1782: American militiamen massacre 96 Delaware Indians in Ohio.

March 20, 1782: British Prime Minister, Lord North, resigns, succeeded two days later by Lord Rockingham who seeks immediate negotiations with the American peace commissioners.

April 4, 1782: Sir Guy Carleton becomes the new commander of British forces in America, replacing General Clinton. Carleton will implement the new British policy of ending hostilities and withdraw British troops from America.

April 12, 1782: Peace talks begin in Paris.

April 16, 1782: General Washington establishes Continental Army headquarters at Newburgh, New York.

April 19, 1782: The Dutch recognize the United States of America.

June 11, 1782: The British evacuate Savannah, Georgia.

August 19, 1782: Loyalist and Indian forces attack and defeat American settlers near Lexington, Kentucky.

August 25, 1782: Mohawk Indian Chief Joseph Brant conducts raids on settlements in Pennsylvania and Kentucky.

August 27, 1782: The last fighting of the Revolutionary War between Americans and British occurs with a skirmish in South Carolina along the Combahee River.

November 10, 1782: The final battle of the Revolutionary War occurs as Americans attack a Shawnee Indian village in the Ohio territory.

November 30, 1782: A preliminary peace treaty is signed in Paris. Terms include recognition of American independence and the boundaries of the United States, along with British withdrawal from America.

December 14, 1782: The British evacuate Charleston, South Carolina.

December 15, 1782: In France, strong objections are expressed by the French over the signing of the peace treaty in Paris without America first consulting them. 

January 20, 1783: England signs a preliminary peace treaty with France and Spain.

February 3, 1783: Spain recognizes the United States of America, followed later by Sweden, Denmark and Russia.

February 4, 1783: England officially declares an end to hostilities in America.

March 10, 1783: An anonymous letter circulates among Washington's senior officers at Newburgh, New York, calling for an unauthorized meeting and urging the officers to defy the authority of the new U.S. national government (Congress) for its failure to honor past promises to the Continental Army. 
March 11, 1783: General Washington forbids the unauthorized meeting and suggests a regular meeting. A second anonymous letter falsely claims Washington himself sympathizes with the rebellious officers.

March 15, 1783: General Washington gathers his officers and talks them out of a rebellion against the authority of Congress. 

April 11, 1783: Congress officially declares an end to the Revolutionary War.

April 26, 1783: 7000 Loyalists set sail from New York for Canada, bringing a total of 100,000 Loyalists who have now fled America.

June 13, 1783: The main part of the Continental Army disbands.

June 24, 1783: To avoid protests from angry and unpaid war veterans, Congress leaves Philadelphia and relocates to Princeton, New Jersey.

July 8, 1783: The Supreme Court of Massachusetts abolishes slavery in that state.

September 3, 1783: The Treaty of Paris is signed by the United States and Great Britain. Congress will ratify the treaty on January 14, 1784. 

October 7, 1783: In Virginia, the House of Burgesses grants freedom to slaves who served in the Continental Army.

November 2, 1783: George Washington delivers his farewell address to his army. The next day, remaining troops are discharged.

November 25, 1783: Washington enters Manhattan as the last British troops leave.

November 26, 1783: Congress meets in Annapolis, Maryland.

December 23, 1783: George Washington appears before Congress and voluntarily resigns his commission as commander in chief of the Army.

January 14, 1784: Congress ratifies the Treaty of Paris.
 Our Revolution Vocabulary
Sources: http://www.wikipedia.org/, http://www.thefreedictionary.com/ 
Alexander Hamilton: Lieutenant Colonel and aide-de-camp to General George Washington in the Continental Army.
Apprentice: A laborer bound by legal agreement to an employer for a specified period of time in exchange for training in a trade, craft, or business.
Artillery: Large-caliber weapons, such as cannons and missile launchers, operated by crews.
Bayonet: A blade which fits the muzzle end of a rifle and is used as a weapon in close combat.

Benedict Arnold: General of the American Continental Army who later defected to the British.
Blockade: A strategic act of war preventing entry to or departure from an enemy area, often a coast.

Bomb batteries: Groups of guns or missile launchers operated together at one place.
Book of Negroes: A historical document which recorded descriptions and information on 3000 African Americans who fought for the British and were evacuated to colonies in British North America (Canada) after the American Revolution.
Boston Massacre: A street conflict between British troops and Boston citizens in 1770 that led to the deaths of five civilians, the legal aftermath of which helped spark further rebellion in the colonies.
Boston Tea Party:  A protest against British taxes in 1773, when a group of colonists destroyed three shiploads of taxed tea by throwing it into Boston Harbor after officials refused to return the tea to Britain.
Bounty: A reward or payment given by a government for acts that are beneficial to the state, such as enlisting for military service.
Charles Cornwallis: British General involved in the Battles of Long Island, Monmouth and Yorktown.
Christopher Seider (Snider/Snyder): Boy accidentally killed in a political fight in Boston, 11 days before the Boston Massacre in 1770.
Crispus Attucks: Mixed heritage (Native and African descent) former slave, the first rebel killed during the Boston Massacre in 1770.
Colonel Tye (Titus Cornelius): Former slave, commander of the Loyalist Black Brigade.
Colony: A dependent region politically controlled by a distant country.
Continental Army: American colonial army.
Declaration of Independence: A statement adopted by the Continental Congress in 1776, which announced that the thirteen American colonies at war with Great Britain were now independent states, and no longer part of the British Empire.

Enlistment: A period of time spent in military service.
Ethiopian Regiment: British colonial military unit composed of slaves who had escaped from Patriot masters and led by British Army officers.
Fort: A secured enclosure, building, or position able to be defended against an enemy in war.
George Washington: Virginia delegate to the First and Second Continental Congress, Commander in Chief of the Continental Army.
Hessians: German military regiments hired through their rulers to fight with the British.
Horatio Gates: American Major General, nicknamed “Granny Gates,” commander of the Northern and then Southern departments of the Continental Army.
HMS Jersey: British prison ship for captured Continental Army soldiers, also known as Old Jersey, made infamous and nicknamed "Hell" for its harsh conditions and the high death rate of its prisoners.
Indentured servant: A laborer bound by legal agreement to an employer for a specified period of time in exchange for emigration passage, food, clothing, lodging and other necessities.
John Burgoyne: British General, nicknamed “Gentleman Johnny,” involved in the Battles of Freeman’s Farm and Bemis Heights at Saratoga, New York.
John Hancock: Boston merchant and prominent Patriot, President of the Second Continental Congress, Governor of Massachusetts.
Lord Dunmore: Royal Colonial Governor of Virginia who issued a proclamation in 1775 offering emancipation to slaves who abandoned their Patriot masters to join the British.
Massachusetts Government Act: One of the Coercive or Intolerable Acts passed by the British Parliament in 1774, which repealed the colony's charter, forbid town meetings, and gave the King or Royal Governor sole power to appoint many civil offices that had previously been chosen by local election.
Militia:  A group of volunteer, part-time, non-professional soldiers who fought in times of emergency. 

Musket: A muzzle-loading shoulder gun with a long barrel.
Patriot, Rebel: A colonist who supported American independence.
Privateer: Crew member of an armed, privately owned vessel commissioned for war service by a government.
Quaker: Member of the Society of Friends religion who chose to remain neutral during the American Revolution.
Redcoat/Lobsterback/Bloodyback: derogatory nicknames for the British soldiers stationed in the American colonies.
Regiment: A military unit of ground troops, usually commanded by a colonel.

Regular: A paid, full time, professional soldier.
Samuel Fraunces: Owner of Fraunces Tavern in New York City, most likely of mixed heritage (French and West Indian descent). Throughout the Revolution, Fraunces Tavern was used as a meeting place of the Sons of Liberty, as well as both the Continental and British Armies. 

Six Nations: Also known as the Iroquois League or Iroquois Confederacy, an association of the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca and Tuscarora nations. During the Revolution, many Tuscarora and the Oneida sided with the colonists, while the Mohawk, Seneca, Onondaga and Cayuga remained loyal to Great Britain.

Slave: A laborer who is treated as the lifetime property of another person, deprived of personal freedom and compelled to work.
Smallpox: A highly infectious and often fatal disease characterized by fever, headache, and skin sores that result in extensive scarring. Once a dreaded killer, smallpox was eradicated in 1980 following a worldwide vaccination campaign.

Sons of Liberty: Political groups made up of Patriot colonists who organized themselves to protest against British authority and power.
Stamp Act:  A law passed by the British Parliament in 1765 requiring colonists to pay a tax on all newspapers, pamphlets, and legal documents, in order to cover a portion of the costs of maintaining an army in the colonies.
Thomas Jefferson: Virginia delegate to the First and Second Continental Congress, primary author of the Declaration of Independence, Governor of Virginia.
Thomas Paine: Author of two widely-read pamphlets in support of colonial independence: Common Sense and The American Crisis.
Timothy Bigelow: Delegate to the Massachusetts Provincial Congress and Committee of Correspondence, Colonel of the 15th Massachusetts Regiment of the Continental Army.
Tory, Loyalist: A colonist who supported British rule.
Trench: A long narrow ditch used for concealment and protection in warfare.
African Americans in the Revolutionary Period
Source: http://www.nps.gov/revwar/about_the_revolution/african_americans.html 
"How is it that we hear the loudest yelps for liberty among the drivers of Negroes?" Samuel Johnson, the great English writer and dictionary maker, posed this question in 1775. He was among the first, but certainly not the last, to contrast the noble aims of the American Revolution with the presence of 450,000 enslaved African Americans in the 13 colonies. 
Slavery was practiced in every colony in 1775, but it was crucial to the economy and social structure from the Chesapeake region south to Georgia. Slave labor produced the great export crops of the South-tobacco, rice, indigo, and naval stores. Bringing slaves from Africa and the West Indies had made settlement of the New World possible and highly profitable. Who could predict what breaking away from the British Empire might mean for black people in America?

The British governor of Virginia, Lord Dunmore, quickly saw the vulnerability of the South's slaveholders. In November 1775, he issued a proclamation promising freedom to any slave of a rebel who could make it to the British lines. Dunmore organized an "Ethiopian" brigade of about 300 African Americans. Dunmore and the British were soon expelled from Virginia, but the prospect of armed former slaves fighting alongside the British must have struck fear into plantation masters across the South. 

African Americans in New England rallied to the patriot cause and were part of the militia forces that were organized into the new Continental Army. Approximately 5 percent of the American soldiers at the Battle of Bunker Hill were black. New England blacks mostly served in integrated units and received the same pay as whites, although no African American is known to have held a rank higher than corporal. 

It has been estimated that at least 5,000 black soldiers fought on the patriot side during the Revolutionary War. The exact number will never be known because eighteenth century muster rolls usually did not indicate race. Careful comparisons between muster rolls and church, census, and other records have recently helped identify many black soldiers. Additionally, various eyewitness accounts provide some indication of the level of African Americans' participation during the war. 
The use of African Americans as soldiers, whether freemen or slaves, was avoided by Congress and General Washington early in the war. The prospect of armed slave revolts proved more threatening to white society than British redcoats. General Washington allowed the enlistment of free blacks with "prior military experience" in January 1776, and extended the enlistment terms to all free blacks in January 1777 in order to help fill the depleted ranks of the Continental Army. Because the states constantly failed to meet their quotas of manpower for the army, Congress authorized the enlistment of all blacks, free and slave, in 1777. Of the southern states, only Maryland permitted African Americans to enlist. In 1779, Congress offered slave masters in South Carolina and Georgia $1,000 for each slave they provided to the army, but the legislatures of both states refused the offer. Thus, the greatest number of African American soldiers in the American army came from the North.

Although most Continental regiments were integrated, a notable exception was the elite First Rhode Island. Mustered into service in July 1778, the First Rhode Island numbered 197 black enlisted men commanded by white officers. Other notable black regiments include the Bucks of America from Massachusetts, and a unit recruited in the French colony of St. Domingue (present-day Haiti).

When the British launched their southern campaign in 1780, one of their aims was to scare Americans back to the crown by raising the fear of massive slave revolts. The British encouraged slaves to flee to their strongholds, promising ultimate freedom. The strategy backfired, as slave owners rallied to the patriot cause as the best way to maintain order and the plantation system. 
Tens of thousands of African Americans sought refuge with the British, but fewer than 1,000 served as soldiers. The British made heavy use of the escapees as teamsters, cooks, nurses, and laborers. At the war's conclusion, some 20,000 blacks left with the British, preferring an uncertain future elsewhere to a return to their old masters. American blacks ended up in Canada, Britain, the West Indies, and Europe. Some were sold back into slavery. In 1792, 1,200 black loyalists who had settled in Nova Scotia left for Sierra Leone, a colony on the west coast of Africa established by Britain specifically for former slaves. 

The Revolution brought change for some American blacks, although nothing approaching full equality. The courageous military service of African Americans and the revolutionary spirit ended slavery in New England almost immediately. The middle states of New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey adopted policies of gradual emancipation from 1780 to 1804. Individual manumissions increased following the Revolution. Still, free blacks in both the North and South faced persistent discrimination in virtually every aspect of life, notably employment, housing, and education. Many hoped that slavery would eventually disappear in the American South. When cotton became king in the South after 1800, this hope died. There was just too much profit to be made working slaves on cotton plantations. 
The statement of human equality in the Declaration of Independence was never entirely forgotten, however. It remained as an ideal that could be appealed to by civil rights activists through the following decades. 

The Declaration of Independence

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_transcript.html
IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures. 
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.
He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:
For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. 
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.



The 56 signatures on the Declaration appear in the positions indicated:
Column 1
Georgia:
   Button Gwinnett
   Lyman Hall
   George Walton

Column 2
North Carolina:
   William Hooper
   Joseph Hewes
   John Penn
South Carolina:
   Edward Rutledge
   Thomas Heyward, Jr.
   Thomas Lynch, Jr.
   Arthur Middleton

Column 3
Massachusetts:
John Hancock
Maryland:
Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone
Charles Carroll of Carrollton
Virginia:
George Wythe
Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson
Benjamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.
Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton

Column 4
Pennsylvania:
   Robert Morris
   Benjamin Rush
   Benjamin Franklin
   John Morton
   George Clymer
   James Smith
   George Taylor
   James Wilson
   George Ross
Delaware:
   Caesar Rodney
   George Read
   Thomas McKean

Column 5
New York:
   William Floyd
   Philip Livingston
   Francis Lewis
   Lewis Morris
New Jersey:
   Richard Stockton
   John Witherspoon
   Francis Hopkinson
   John Hart
   Abraham Clark

Column 6
New Hampshire:
   Josiah Bartlett
   William Whipple
Massachusetts:
   Samuel Adams
   John Adams
   Robert Treat Paine
   Elbridge Gerry
Rhode Island:
   Stephen Hopkins
   William Ellery
Connecticut:
   Roger Sherman
   Samuel Huntington
   William Williams
   Oliver Wolcott
New Hampshire:
   Matthew Thornton

Integration Activities 
The following activities are designed and adaptable for students of all levels, in accordance with the Washington State standards for history and social studies. They aim to explore the issues and events of this production through a dynamic, hands-on approach. Students may address the following topics and questions through any of the suggested mediums or a combination of them:

Writing: write a story, a poem, a report, an article, a scene, a play, a song, a caption

Art: draw or paint a picture; create a collage, a sculpture, a comic strip; take a photograph; make a video

Drama: create a still image, a dance or movement activity, a series of images, an improvisation, a scene, a play

Discussion: partner or small group talk, oral report or presentation

1. Supplement a specific scene in the script with work in another medium.

2. Supplement a specific image from the video with work in another medium.

3. Interview a character from the piece.

4. Research historical documents to find a real person’s description of any of the events or experiences of the Revolution. Share what you learn.

5. Read and explore selections from other fictional or first person perspectives (see bibliography for suggestions).

6. Re-create a scene from the piece from another character’s point of view (i.e. William’s perspective as a Loyalist, a British or Hessian soldier, a colonist who is neutral during the war, a female camp follower, a civilian).

7. Research another event in history and how it is related to this one.  

8. Explore how the experiences of African-Americans during the Revolutionary War period relate to later times and events, such as the Civil War, the Reconstruction era, the Jim Crow era, or the civil rights movement of the 1960s.

9. Compare/contrast the experiences of different groups of people before, during and after the Revolution (African-Americans, women, children, Patriots, Loyalists, neutral).
10. Choose a part of Peter’s story that you’d like to know more about and research it. Share what you learn.

11. Research current issues relating to the Declaration of Independence.

12. Imagine you could get in touch with Peter. What would you want to tell him or show him about the future?

13. How did watching Our Revolution make you feel?

Supplemental drama activities:

Role-on-the-wall: A character is represented in the form of an outline of a person, on which the group writes or draws information about that character: on the inside of the figure is written what the character thinks or feels about himself; on the outside, how he appears or how others perceive him. This activity can be repeated for multiple characters, including other fictional or real-life people. This activity can be used as a jumping point for further discussion and exploration of character choices, motivation, perceptions and prejudices.

Tableau: Students use their bodies to create frozen stage pictures or snapshots. Tableau can be used to explore any theme, idea or topic. It can be literal or symbolic, can depict actual events from the piece or imaginary ones, and can also focus on different points of view. Students may then select characters from the tableau to interview or scenes to bring to life or explore further in other ways.

Voices in the Head: Students form two lines facing each other to make a path for Peter as he goes to join the Continental Army, or as he leaves to return home at the end of the war. As Peter passes through (played by the teacher, a student or series of students), students creating the path offer him a piece of advice. Alternately, or in addition, they may speak as his family, friends, acquaintances or personal thoughts and feelings.

Forum Theatre: 

a. In partners or small groups, students share personal experiences of prejudice or discrimination.

b. For each personal story, students work separately to create a visual image or tableau of the situation. The images/tableaux are then shown to the whole group to compare and discuss.

c. Situations are selected and played as improvisations, in which other members of the group can freeze the scene at a crucial moment, take on the role of the main character and experiment with different ways the scene could have happened.

