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Are National Weather Service 
winter storm warnings or 

watches in effect?

Is NPS road crew/snowplow 
coverage sufficient, AND is 

NPS ranger staff sufficient (law 
enforcement, EMS, rescue, 

etc.), for storm period?

Is Northwest Avalanche Center 
avalanche danger level rated 

‘Extreme’ (or ‘High’ with deep 
snowpack)?

Any other dangerous 
mitigating factors?

--high winds
--low visibility

--observed avalanche activity
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