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2015 Superintendent’s Compendium, Mount Rainier National Park
Of Designations, Closures, Permit Requirements and Other Restrictions Imposed Under
Discretionary Authority



Executive Summary of Changes from 2014 Compendium

Introduction
National Park Service (NPS) regulations applicable to the protection and equitable public use of unit of the National Park System grant specified authorities to a park superintendent to allow or restrict certain activities.  NPS regulations are found in Titles 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) and created under authority and responsibility granted the Secretary of Interior in Title 16 (Now Title 54) and 18 of the United States Code.  The following compendium comprises a listing of NPS regulations that provide the Superintendent with discretionary authority to make designations or impose public use restrictions or conditions in park areas.  The applicability and scope of the compendium is articulated in 36 CFR, Section 1.2.

The larger body of NPS regulations that do not provide discretionary authority to the Superintendent is not cited in this compendium.  A completed and accurate picture of regulations governing use and protection of the unit can only be gained by viewing this compendium in context with the full body of applicable regulations found in Title 36 CFR.  Please contact the Chief Ranger’s Office, Mount Rainier National Park, 55210 238th Ave. East,  Ashford, WA or at (360)569-6611 for questions relating to information provided in this compendium.


Changes for 2015

Addition to 36 CFR, 2.16 
· Possessing, storing or transporting any hay, straw, mulch, or forage, which has not been certified as free of noxious weeds and seeds by a certified Washington State Dept. of Agriculture's Plant Services Program , is prohibited within the boundaries of Mount Rainier National Park.  Any certified bail of hay, straw, mulch, or forage should be covered. (Refer to Section 1.4 for definitions of noxious weed-free hay and straw, noxious weeds, etc.).
· Possessing, storing, or transporting either certified or non-certified weed free forage beyond any park trailhead is prohibited within the boundaries of Mount Rainier National Park.
Determining factor: Invasive plants can be introduced to park wilderness via non-certified hay, mulch, straw, and raw feeds. Invasive plants outcompete native plants, degrade wildlife habitat, and reduce soil and water quality. They cause economic losses in natural areas and impact aesthetics and recreation opportunities.


36 CFR 2.16 (Fires):
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Visitors may use only firewood acquired from vendor within Mount Rainier National Park or firewood purchased or brought from sources less than 50 miles from where it will be burned.
Determining factor: Campfire use is a traditional activity in campgrounds and in picnic areas. However, Washington forests are in jeopardy from the transportation of invasive insects, such as Emerald Ash borer and diseases in firewood. New infestations of tree-killing insects and diseases often are first found in campgrounds and parks.  Wood that looks clean and healthy can still have tiny insect eggs, or microscopic fungi spores, that will start a new and deadly infestation.  To make sure invasive insects are not spread on firewood, use firewood from local sources within 50 miles of where wood is planned to be burned.
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