Manzanar National Historic Site

Lesson 4: Intermment Experiences
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How Does My ldentity Shape My Experience in America?
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Acivity Interned

How did the identities of Japanese Americans shape their internment experiences?

Objective:
Students discover and relate
to internee experiences.

G_rade Level: 10 & 11
Time: 1 hour (class)

Procedure: 30 minutes (home)
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People hauling possessions to their Manzanar barracks. Clem Albers, 1942
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gymnasium. Divide the space into four 20’ x 25’ apartments using a tape o0

measure, string and/or chalk. Have eight students stand in each 20’ x 25 historic events.
barracks apartment and ask them to imagine that space with 8 cots and a Write coherent essays.
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Discuss reflections and answers during the
next class.




Manzanar National Historic Site

Lesson 4: RESOUYCES

A Manzanar Barracks

100’ long x 20’ wide

Each barracks was divided into four 20’ x 25’ rooms. Eight cots (7’ long, 3° wide) were originally provided for
each room. 32-36 people were assigned to each barracks (8-9 people per “apartment”) in the early months of the
camp.

The barracks were crowded until the “leave clearance program” was initiated in early 1943. This program
allowed internees to leave Manzanar and relocate to the Midwest or East once they were accepted into jobs or
universities, had secured a place to live and received a clear FBI background check. As internees moved out of
camp, additional rooms became available, providing private quarters.

Use this barracks floor plan to sketch the eight cots in each of the four rooms. Design a different arrangement in
each room. Options include: partitions, beds, luggage, homemade tables or chairs, etc.
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