MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

National Park Service

MEDIA ALERT

**%#%%*  Historic Ebenezer Restoration Update  *****
RESTORED STAINED GLASS WINDOW OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, SR.
INSTALLED AT EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH

WHAT: The restoration of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s spiritual home— historic Ebenezer Baptist
Church— reaches a pivotal milestone Wednesday when the stained glass window bearing the image of
Dr. King’s father will be re-installed.

Representatives of Lynchburg Stained Glass, the company that restored the church’s windows in its
Virginia studios, will raise the restored panel of Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr., carefully returning it to
the frame where it had been anchored since the 1960s. All of the church’s stained glass windows were
removed last October and transported to Lynchburg, Virginia. There, specialists re-leaded, cleaned,
and waterproofed the windows, extending their life-span by 100 years.

The historic church, now maintained by the National Park Service, was a major influence in Dr. King’s
life. It was at Ebenezer that King was baptized, delivered his first sermon, co-pastored during the
1960s, and was eulogized during his April 9, 1968 funeral service. King’s maternal grandfather, Rev.
A.D. Williams, and father, Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr., collectively led the church for 81 consecutive
years between 1894 and 1975 focusing on spiritual, social, economic, educational and political uplift.

Conducted by the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site, the two-phase restoration of historic
Ebenezer is designed to return the church to its 1960s appearance. To date, the balcony, original wall
color, and exterior masonry have all been restored. Work continues on the organ, baptismal pool, side-
walk, pews and altar. The approximately $4.4 million Phase II began Fall 2007 and is slated for
completion this coming winter, provided there are no unforeseen delays. The $1.9 million Phase I,
completed in 2002, solidified the building’s infrastructure and mechanical outlay.

WHEN: Wednesday, August 26 2009, 10:00 am

WHERE: Historic Ebenezer Baptist Church, 407 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta
Media: Park on Jackson Street. Enter from side door.

PHOTO OPP: * Installation of the “Daddy King” stained glass window from church interior
* B-roll of restored wall color and balcony, and work-in-progress

INTERVIEWS: * Judy Forte, superintendent, Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site
* Jeff Speake, owner, Lynchburg Stained Glass
* Peter Holness, project manager, Ebenezer restoration

CONTACT: Saudia Muwwakkil, 404-331-5190, ext. 3008 (office) or 678-873-7803 (cell)
###
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