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· These crustaceans have good eyesight and, like other related species (lobsters, prawns), they can move their eyes independently from one another and without moving their body.
· Crayfish molt at the end of June. They often eat their old exoskeleton in order to recover the calcium and phosphates. On the sides of their stomach, crayfish have two limestone grains, filtered from the water, which serve for impregnating the new forming exoskeleton with calcium. 
· These crustaceans eat plant material and algae, snails, clams, insect larvae, small fish, and carrion (decaying organisms). 
· Crayfish walk forward; they move backward only when swimming with their abdomen movements. Swimming backward is the fastest and a common way for them to escape predators. 
· Crayfish are most active at night. In the Southeast U.S. there can be 20 per square meter.
· Adult size is reached by crayfish in the wild in 2 - 4 years. They can live for over 20 years.
· During the breeding season, males fight for the right for the female, and in these competitions, they may lose a leg or claw. This is no problem, as the lost limb will slowly grow back.
· Females lay 200 to 400 eggs and attach them under their tail. They carry them until they hatch. 
· Crayfish are prey for raccoons, otter, mink, turtles, heron, cranes, bass, channel catfish and many more fish & animal species. Louisiana harvests over 100 million pounds per year for human consumption besides those caught in traps by fishermen. 
· You can often determine if a body of water is contaminated or not, by its crayfish population. If there are plentiful crayfish in the water, it will not likely be contaminated. Crayfish will help purify the water by feeding on algae, bacteria, and decaying materials. 
· Did you know that crayfish come in different colors? They can come in blue, white and red. Red is the more common type and white is the least. There are many different names for crayfish including crawdads, crawfish, river crab, and mudbugs.
· In North America there are over 330 different species. Washington only has 1 native species.
· There have been recorded fossils found of crayfish that are 30 million years old! However the homes or burrows of the crayfish that have been fossilized and found date back much further. There are some that date back over 100 million years and they have been found in Australia.

