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COPYRIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS 
 
 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted materials.  The various state privacy acts 
govern the use of materials that document private individuals, groups, and corporations. 
 
Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish 
a reproduction if the document does not infringe the privacy rights of an individual, group, 
or corporation.  These specified conditions of authorized use include: 

• non-commercial and non-profit study, scholarship, or research, or  teaching 
• criticism, commentary, or news reporting 
• as a NPS preservation or security copy 
• as a research copy for deposit in another institution 

  
If a user later uses a copy or reproduction for purposes in excess of "fair use," the user may 
be personally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement. This institution's 
permission to obtain a photographic, xerographic, digital, or other copy of a document 
doesn't indicate permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, sell, distribute, or 
prepare derivative works from this document without first obtaining permission from the 
copyright holder and from any private individual, group, or corporation shown or otherwise 
recorded. 
 
Permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, prepare derivative works from, sell, or 
otherwise distribute the item must be obtained by the user separately in writing from the 
holder of the original copyright (or if the creator is dead from his/her heirs) as well as from 
any individual(s), groups, or corporations whose name, image, recorded words, or private 
information (e.g., employment information) may be reproduced in the source material.  The 
holder of the original copyright isn't necessarily the National Park Service.  The National 
Park Service is not legally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement when 
materials are wrongfully used after being provided to researchers for "fair use." 
 
This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if fulfillment of the 
order is judged in violation of copyright or federal or state privacy or publicity law.
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HISTORY 
 
 
On October 29, 1745, the first Court of Foresters was organized in Knaresborough, England, 
under the name Ancient Royal Order of Foresters. Unfortunately, none of its records have 
survived to the present day. The written history of the fraternity of Foresters begins with the 
institution of Court Perseverance, No. 1 in Leeds, England, in 1770, though the traditional 
history of the Brotherhood goes back to Sherwood Forest around the year 1180 during the 
days of Robin Hood. From the beginning the aims of the society have been benevolent and 
peaceful and were founded upon the principles of the Brotherhood of Man.  
 
The Ancient Royal Order of Foresters grew rapidly until there were 358 courts by 1834. Then 
a division occurred with 294 courts breaking away and calling themselves the Ancient Order 
of Foresters. The remaining sixty-four courts kept the name of the Ancient Royal Order of 
Foresters, but they quickly died out. Forestry was brought to America in 1832 with the 
formation of Court Good Speed, No. 201 in Philadelphia. Many other courts were instituted 
in the United States, but none endured until the establishment of No. 4421 in Brooklyn, New 
York on May 28, 1864. From then on, Forestry spread throughout the United States. Until 
1889, the A.O.F. in America was under the jurisdiction of the High Court of England.  
 
The A.O.F. continued to grow in both England and the United States, but in 1885 friction 
between the parent body in England and the courts in America grew over a proposal, made 
by the High Court of England, that the word “White” be eliminated from the qualifications 
for membership. The A.O.F. in America looked upon this action of the English High Court as 
an unwarranted blow at their vested liberty of action. At the August 1889 Minneapolis 
convention of the Subsidiary High Court of America, decisive action was taken. After two 
days of deliberation, the A.O.F. in America declared their independence from the High Court 
in England and took the name of the Ancient Order, Foresters of America. It was changed to 
the Foresters of America on September 11, 1895. The “Independence Day” of the Foresters 
of America is celebrated every year on August 15.At the time of the schism, the F.o.A. had 
56,140 members. During the years of its existence under English rule, it had grown at an 
average rate of 2,000 members a year. The order continued to grow after breaking away from 
the High Court of England, and by 1924 there were about eleven hundred courts with over 
two hundred thousand members in thirty-two states. Membership has sharply declined over 
the years; presently there are only five states with active courts.  
 
F.o.A. Court North Star, No. 17 (ca.1895-Present) 
 
Court North Star, No. 17 would meet on the second, third, and fourth Saturday of each 
month in the Odd Fellows Building at 206 Fifth Street in Calumet, Michigan. They are still an 
active organization calling themselves the Supreme Court Foresters of America North Star 17 
and currently meet at the Foresters Building at 309 Fifth Street in Calumet, Michigan. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
 
Foresters of America records 
1890-1969 (bulk dates: 1927-1969) 

 
 
CATALOG NUMBER 
 

KEWE   40502 
 

VOLUME 
 

[Count] 465 [Extent] [Type of Unit] EA. 
 

DESCRIPTION  
The Foresters of America Court North Star, No. 17 records 
are comprised of receipt books, financial reports, 
membership information, and various other materials 
pertaining to the administrative and ceremonial aspects of 
the Foresters of America that were part of the Calumet 
community beginning circa 1895. 
 
The strengths of the collection include the sick benefits 
records and correspondence received by the lodge dating 
from 1938 to 1969. The sick benefits records would be of 
interest to genealogists since they were paid to members. 
The correspondence could be used by researchers to 
provide insight into aspects of the social history of the 
community. 
 
Lesser strengths include a large number of blank forms 
relating to Court North Star membership; the most notable 
being a membership rejection form from the 1890s, annual 
financial reports, a cash book from 1938 to 1950, and two 
meeting minutes ledgers from 1963 to 1967. 
 

ORGANIZATION [Organization]The Foresters of America Court North Star, 
No. 17 records are organized into four series, with 
administration records first. Series Two contains 
membership information, and Series Three contains the 
financial records of Court North Star. The final series, 
Series Four, is composed of publications either produced or 
received by Court North Star. [Arrangement]Materials 
within the four series are generally arranged in 
chronological order with any discrepancies caused by 
similar materials from different accessions having a range of 
dates that somewhat overlap or fill in gaps. 
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PROVENVANCE The Foresters of America Court North Star, No. 17 records 

came to Keweenaw National Historical Park in two 
accessions. The primary accession is accession number 
KEWE-00051, containing material salvaged from the Union 
Building by former owner Ray Ostermyer. The materials 
were purchased by Keweenaw National Historical Park 
from Mr. Ostermyer on August 20, 2002. 
 
The records in accession number KEWE-00181 were 
rescued from the Eagle Harbor Waste Management 
incinerator by Michael Braman, an employee at the 
incinerator who recognized the historical significance of 
the material. Mr. Braman donated the materials to 
Keweenaw National Historical Park on April 4, 2004. These 
materials are believed to have been owned by Ray 
Ostermyer, who moved to Keweenaw County before his 
death on May 5, 2003. These records complement records 
from accession number KEWE-00051. 
 

RESTRICTIONS NO 
 

ASSOCIATED   
MATERIALS 

Court North Star, No. 17 maintains active records. 
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HIERARCHY 

 
 
 
 I.  SERIES 001: ADMINISTRATION, 1927-1969 
 
 II. SERIES 002: MEMBERSHIP, 1890-1945 
 
 III. SERIES 003: FINANCIAL, 1927-1969 
 
 IV. SERIES 004: PUBLICATIONS, 1912-1947 
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CONTAINER LIST 
 
 
Box 1 
 
SERIES 001: ADMINISTRATION  
  
 Folder 1. 00015/001-001 Constitution, General Law, Amendments (6)  
  
 Folder 2. 00015/001-002 Minutes of Meetings Ledgers (2) 
 
 Folder 3. 00015/001-003 Correspondence Received, 1 of 3 (54) 
 
 Folder 4. 00015/001-003 Correspondence Received, 2 of 3 (4) 
 
 Folder 5. 00015/001-003 Correspondence Received, 3 of 3 (81) 
  
 Folder 6. 00015/001-004 Sick Benefits, 1 of 2 (98)  
 
 Folder 7. 00015/001-004 Sick Benefits, 2 of 2 (49) 
 
SERIES 002: MEMBERSHIP  
  
 Folder 8. 00015/002-001 Candidate Badges (4)  
  
 Folder 9. 00015/002-002 Death Certifications (2)  
  
 Folder 10. 00015/002-003 Blank Forms 1890’s-1930’s (15)  
  
 Folder 11. 00015/002-004 Blank Forms, unknown dates (80)  
  
SERIES 003: FINANCIAL  
  
 Folder 12. 00015/003-001 Annual Reports (7)  
  
 Folder 13. 00015/003-002 Cash book (1) 
 
 Folder 14. 00015/003-003 Lease Agreement – I.O.O.F. Hecla Lodge, No. 90 (1)  
  
 Folder 15. 00015/003-004 Receipt Book, Receipts 1929/1943-1953/1967-1969  
 (20)  
  
 Folder 16. 00015/003-005 Receipts 1944-1969 (19)  
  
 Folder 17. 00015/003-006 Report on Picnic (1)  
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Box 1 (cont’d) 
 
SERIES 004: PUBLICATIONS  
  
 Folder 18. 00015/004-001 Ceremonial Song Cards (9)  
  
 Folder 19. 00015/004-002. Newsletter Received (2)  
  
 Folder 20. 00015/004-003. Grand Court of Michigan’s Bi-Annual Report (1)  
  
 Folder 21. 00015/004-004. Printed Products (7)  
  
 Folder 22. 00015/004-005. Ceremonial Prayer Sheets (2) 
 


