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May 2013 Weather Summary 
 
After a cooler than normal April, it was a welcome relief to have May arrive and bring with it warmer temperatures and a taste of 
summer.  Temperatures at the Seward airport were above freezing on all days except for four; the last day in May that below-
freezing temperatures were recorded was the 15th. The most outstanding weather phenomena of the month were the clear skies 
and warm temperatures enjoyed around Memorial Day weekend which led up to an unbelievable 80 degrees F on May 28th. This set 
a new record high for the day, breaking the former record set in 1993 when it reached 74 degrees F. It should also be noted that this 
was the first time since July 2009 that Seward’s temperatures exceeded 80 degrees F. However, this was not the warmest day ever 
experienced in Seward during the month of May; on May 10, 1964 the temperatures soared to 83 degrees F. 
 
As recorded at the Seward airport, total precipitation for the month was 5.74 inches (170% of normal), 2.37 inches above the 30-
year average (1981-2010) for the month. The monthly average temperature for May was 44.5 degrees F; 1.88 degrees F below the 
30-year average. May 18th was the windiest day of the month reported at the Seward airport with sustained winds of 18 mph and a 
5-second wind gust of 39 mph.  

 
Also of note:        
                                                                                        

• The National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center's  three month weather outlook (June-July-August) favors normal 
temperatures and normal precipitation for the Kenai Fjords area. 

• The new National Strategy for the Arctic Region was released to identify and address priorities associated with 
environmental changes and implications for Arctic residents as well as the global community. 

• NASA Earth Observatory captured imagery of the May 2013 eruption of Pavlof Volcano on the west end of the Alaska 
Peninsula. 

• Research published in the journal Science indicates that from 2003-2009, one third of sea level rise resulted from melting 
mountain glaciers while the ice sheets and thermal expansion of sea water account for one third each. 

• The USGS, NASA and TIME worked together with Google to release more than twenty-five years’ worth of satellite images 
as interactive time-lapse videos showing earth’s changing surface including the retreat of Alaska’s Columbia Glacier in 
Prince William Sound. 

• New research funded by the National Science Foundation reports that the Earth system response to small changes in 
carbon dioxide is bigger than suggested by earlier climate models, evident from a terrestrial sediment core collected in the 
Russian Arctic. 

• The phenomenon of arctic amplification, where temperatures increase twice as fast in the Arctic than in the mid-latitudes, 
is illustrated in a map of global temperature anomalies from 2000- 2009 posted on NASA’s Earth Observatory site.  

• NOAA climate services portal serves as a single point-of-entry for NOAA's extensive climate information, data, products, 
services, and the climate science magazine ClimateWatch. 

 
Read more to find out about the local climate for May 2013 
 
Seward Airport Temperature, May 2013 (station 26438) 
 

 
Monthly and  30-year average temperature (F) at Seward airport. The range of maximum and minimum daily 

temperatures for each month are shown with a dashed vertical line.  
 

http://www.cpc.noaa.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/nat_arctic_strategy.pdf
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/view.php?id=81190&src=nha
http://www.mediadesk.uzh.ch/articles/2013/meeresspiegel-ein-drittel-seines-anstiegs-kommt-von-schmelzenden-gebirgsgletschern_en.html
http://www.mediadesk.uzh.ch/articles/2013/meeresspiegel-ein-drittel-seines-anstiegs-kommt-von-schmelzenden-gebirgsgletschern_en.html
http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2013/05/a-picture-of-earth-through-time.html
http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2013/05/a-picture-of-earth-through-time.html
http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=127897&WT.mc_id=USNSF_58&WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=127897&WT.mc_id=USNSF_58&WT.mc_ev=click
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=81214&src=eoa-iotd
http://www.climate.gov/
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Seward Airport Precipitation, May 2013 (station 26438)  
 

 
 Monthly and  30-year average precipitation (inches) at Seward airport.  
 
 
Rivers  

 
 
Resurrection River at Exit Glacier Bridge is monitored by the Alaska-Pacific River Forecast Center: 
http://water.weather.gov/ahps2/index.php?wfo=pafc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://water.weather.gov/ahps2/index.php?wfo=pafc.%20
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Weather stations in Kenai Fjords 
National Park. 

Average monthly temperatures reported at stations in Kenai Fjords National Park 
 

     
Kenai Fjords National Park is situated in a transition zone between a warmer, wetter maritime climate and a cooler, drier interior 
climate. The data collected by these weather stations demonstrate the variability of climate due to differences in elevation and 
maritime influences in this relatively small region. 
 
 
Weather Station data   (map of [some] stations Western Region Climate Center or MesoWest) 
 

Seward Airport                                            Seward Hwy MP#12                        Pedersen Lagoon 
Grouse Crk Divide                                       Exit Glacier 
Exit Glacier SNOTEL                                    Harding Icefield 
McArthur Pass                                             Nuka Glacier 
Pilot Rock                                                 Buoy 76-Cape Cleare 

 
Weather Forecasts 

Seward Summary                                               Graphical Forecast 
Marine Forecast                                                 4-8 Day Forecast 
Surface Map 
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Harding Icefield RAWS (elev. 4,200 ft)
Exit Glacier SNOTEL (elev. 400 ft)
Seward Airport (elev. 22 ft)
Pedersen Lagoon RAWS (elev. 625 ft)
McArthur Pass RAWS (elev. 1,300 ft)

* McArthur Pass RAWS data unavailable 
RAWS (Remote Automated Weather Station) 

http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/coopmap/
http://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/mesomap.cgi?state=AK
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/cliMAIN.pl?ak8371
http://www.dot.state.ak.us/iways/roadweather/forms/SiteSum.html?areaId=2&perspectiveId=1&siteId=189
http://www.raws.dri.edu/cgi-bin/rawMAIN.pl?akAPED
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snotel/snotel.pl?sitenum=964&state=ak
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/cliMAIN.pl?ak8375
http://ambcs.org/cgi-bin/siteCurrent.cgi?site=EXIT_GLACIER
http://www.raws.dri.edu/cgi-bin/rawMAIN.pl?akAHAR
http://www.raws.dri.edu/cgi-bin/rawMAIN.pl?akAMCA
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snotel/snotel.pl?sitenum=1037&state=ak
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=PILA2
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=46076
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?zoneid=AKZ125
http://www.weather.gov/forecasts/graphical/sectors/aktrimmed.php?element=MaxT
http://pafc.arh.noaa.gov/marfcst.php?fcst=FZAK51PAFC#PKZ120
http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/alaska/akmedr.shtml
http://pafc.arh.noaa.gov/home_sfcmap.php

	May 2013 Weather Summary
	Read more to find out about the local climate for May 2013
	Seward Airport Precipitation, May 2013 (station 26438)
	Rivers
	Seward Airport                                            Seward Hwy MP#12                        Pedersen Lagoon
	Grouse Crk Divide                                       Exit Glacier
	Exit Glacier SNOTEL                                    Harding Icefield
	McArthur Pass                                             Nuka Glacier
	Pilot Rock                                                 Buoy 76-Cape Cleare
	Weather Forecasts
	Seward Summary                                               Graphical Forecast
	Surface Map

