Joshua Tree National Park
Wildflower Report

Updated April 3, 2015

Weekly wildflower reports are posted on the park website, http://www.nps.gov/jotr/planyourvisit/blooms.htm,
throughout the peak season (typically mid-February through early May). Add your observations and photos of
wildflowers to the Joshua Tree National Park Wildflower Watch project using the free app iNaturalist, or check it
out online at http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/joshua-tree-national-park-wildflower-watch.
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Beavertail (Opuntia basilaris), edgeogk (chinoceeus engelmannii), and Silver Cholla
(Cylindropuntia echinocarpa) Cacti are blooming near the Cholla Cactus Garden. More
Teddybear Cholla (Cylindropuntia bigelovii) may bloom later this month. Also, enjoy the yellow
blossoms of creosote (Larrea tridentata) lining the Pinto Basin Road, along with red blooming
Ocotillos (Fouquieria splendens) at their patch, occasional Desert Senna (S. armata), Indigo Bush
(Psorothamnus arborescens), Desert Lavender (Hyptis emoryi). Annual flowers are growing
widely, but are not the showiest, such as Browneye Primrose (Chylismia claviformis), Desert
Suncups (Eremothera boothii), and Desert Dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata).
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Look for Desert Dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), Woolly-Daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei),
Beavertail (Opuntia basilaris), Desert Lavender (Hyptis emoryi), Desert Senna (S. armata), Indigo
Bush (Psorothamnus arborescens & P. schottii), Desert Chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana),
Parish’s Gold-Poppies (Eschscholzia parishii), Brittlebush (Encelia sp.), Globe Mallow
(Sphaeralcea ambigua), Datura sp., Chia (Salvia columbariae), Rock Pea (Acmispon rigidus),
Bladderpod (Peritoma arborea), Mojave Yucca (Yucca schidigera), Pincushion (Chaenactis sp.),
Tickseed (Leptosyne sp.), and Stork’s bill (Erodium cicutarium).
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Other flowers are Brittlebush (Encelia sp.), Desert Chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana),
Pincushion (Chaenactis sp.), Forget-me-nots (Cryptantha sp.), and Datura sp.
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arizonicus) are making Parish’s (Eschscholzia parishii) & Joshua Tree (Eschscholzia
a good showing! androuxii) Gold-Poppies.

The Ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens) are looking great with red blooms in contrast to the yellow
Palo verde Tree flowers (Parkinsonia florida). Small ground flowers include: Chia (Salvia
columbariae), Pincushion (Chaenactis sp.), Forget-Me-Nots (Cryptantha sp.), Purple mat (Nama
demissumy), Desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), Whitestem Blazing star (Mentzelia
albicaulis), and Forget-me-nots (Cryptantha sp.).
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Besides patches of color down canyon from the Cottonwood Visitor Center, drive the one mile
east (past the campground) to Cottonwood Spring. Yucca are still blooming well, and the
Ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens are starting along the Mastodon Peak and Lost Palms Canyon
trails. There are lovely blooms of Desert Canterbury Bells, Lacy phacelia (Phacelia crenulata),
Rock Pea (Acmispon rigidus), Parish’s Poppy (Eschscholzia parishii), Suncups, Brittlebush,



Rhatany (Krameria erecta ) , Bush Peppergrass (Lepidium fremontii), Desert Chicory
(Rafinesquia neomexicana), Chuckwalla’s Delight (Bebbia juncea), Desert Dandelion
(Malacothrix glabrata), Pincushion (Chaenactis sp.), Chia (Salvia columbariae), Lupine,
Cooper’s Boxthorn, Hall’s Purple-bush (Tetracoccus hallii), Climbing Milkweed (Funastrum
hirtellum ), Gooding’s Willow (Salix gooddingii), Honey Mesquite (Prosopis glandulosa),
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Many flowers are starting, such as: Desert Senna (S. armata), Checkered fiddleneck (Amsinckia
tessellata), Pincushion (Chaenactis sp.), Desert Dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), Chickory
(Rafinesquia neomexicana), Buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), Beavertail (Opuntia
basilaris), Creosote (Larrea tridentata), Globe-Mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), Browneye Primrose
(Chylismia claviformis), Stork’s bill (Erodium cicutarium), Chia (Salvia columbariae), Mormon
tea (Ephedra sp.), Wooly Daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), Desert Marigold (Baileya sp.), Paper Bag
bush (Scutellaria mexicana), and Tickseed (Leptosyne sp.).
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Look for the following wildflowers in the area: Tidy tips (Layia glandulosa), Pincushion
(Chaenactis sp.), Forget-me-nots (Cryptantha sp.), Wishbone bush (Mirabilis laevis), Desert
dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), Scale bud (Anisocoma acaulis), Parish’s onion (Allium parishii)
Mojave sun cups (Camissonia campestris), Woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), Checker
fiddleneck (Amsinckia tessellata), Gilia sp., Desert calico (Loeseliastrum matthewsii), Purple mat
(Nama demissumy), Desert larkspur (Delphinium parishii), Phacelia (Phacelia crenulata), Paper-
bag bush (Scutellaria mexicana), and Hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus engelmanni).

Let Them
Grow

Leave wildflowers undisturbed for others to enjoy. Joshua Tree was first established as a national
monument in 1936 to protect desert vegetation that was being carried away and planted in Los
Angeles gardens. Today, help us continue in our mission “to preserve unimpaired” the beautiful
plants of the Mojave and Colorado Deserts: don’t pick wildflowers.




