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Objectives: Students  will  be able to:  
 

Indiana Dunes 
Education 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
Education Department 

1.Describe the l i festyles  of  the American Indians,  
fur  t raders ,  and voyageurs  during the era of  the late 
1700’s  to  early 1800’s . 
2. Explain the American Indian and fur t rader’s  use 
of  the natural  resources of  this  region, 
3. Explain who Joseph Bailly was and his  role in  the 
history of northwest  Indiana. 
4 .  Explain some of the benefits  and detriments  
t rading with the Europeans imposed upon the 
American Indians.  
5 .  Demonstrate caring of his toric st ructures  such as 
the Bailly Homestead. 

Setting:  This  year-round (except during Maple Sugar Time) program is  offered 
at  the Bailly Homestead on an easy to moderate  .4 mile t rail .   Most  of  the 
program is  presented outside on the t rail  or  at  the Bai lly complex.   A small  
port ion of the program is  in  the heated homestead.   Program normally lasts  two 
hours  but  can be adapted to 1.5 hours  i f   conditions necessitate. 
Age/grade: 3r d  -  8 t h  Grade  
Ratio of students to ranger: 30 to 1 unless  staff ing is  l imited;  then the 
groups will  be larger.  
Safety issues:  Trail  has one gent le hil l .   Handling of American Indian props 
should pose no issues if  care and considerat ion are shown.   
 
 

What to expect during your field trip:  The ranger meets  the group at  the 
Bailly/Chellberg parking lot  on Mineral  Springs Road unless  there are mobil i ty 
concerns.   Students  unable to  walk the t rail  can be dropped off  closer to  
homestead from Howe Road.  Part  of  program is  presented along the wooded 
trail  though before reaching the homestead.   Program proceeds through 
homestead,  fur  t raders  cabin,  and Potawatomi si te  in  various orders .   Program 
concludes at  homestead site  and group returns to  parking lot  on wooded trail .  
 
 

Summary:     
Take a t rip  back in t ime to the fur  trading        
era.Learn the l i festyles  of  the Indians as  they 
l ived with the land,   and the traders  as  they set t led 
the land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Potawatomi and Fur Traders 
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Background Information: The fur-t rading era was a relatively short  
period of history in Northwest  Indiana;  however,  the impact  this  era had on 
the American Indians’ way of l i fe was great .   
 Prior  to  the fur-trader,  American Indians rel ied on nature to  provide the 
raw materials  for  their  tools ,  shel ter ,  food and dress . With the beginning of 
the fur-trade industry,  the American Indians’ l ifestyle began to change.   
 Joseph Bail ly,  one of the early Europeans to sett le  in  Northwest  Indiana 
established a small  fur  t rading post along the Litt le  Calumet  River in  the 
1820’s .  His  homestead is  preserved as  part  of  the national  lakeshore.  His  
home and the story of his  l i fe  can be a springboard for broader exploration of 
the French fur t rade in the U.S.  and the impacts  the fur  t rade had on American 
Indian l ifestyles  at  the t ime.   
 The foll lowing websi te provides an excellent  “virtual-tour” of  Woodland 
Indian l ifestyle:  http://www.nativetech.org/scenes/tendingfields.html .  
 
 
 Prerequisite Classroom Activities:  Before your visi t  to  Indiana 
Dunes National  Lakeshore,  please take a moment  to  read through the 
information l isted below. We suggest  that  you do one or more of the 
described activit ies  with your class  in  order to  prepare them for the lessons 
and experiences they will  have during their  f ield t rip .  A list  of  vocabulary 
words has been provided to prepare students  for  their  visit .    
  
For Younger Students:    

1 .  Research how American Indians made s tone tools  before contact  with 
European Americans.  Try to make tools  from some every day i tems such 
as  wood, stone,  or  bone.  If  your class  is  able to  make some nice tools,  
consider bringing some of them to the park during your visit  and even 
dontating them to the s taff  to  add to our col lection of tools .   We are 
always supplementing our current  supply and this  would be a way of 
volunteering and assisting in stewardship in  your nat ional  park.  

2 .  Students  write a story imagining they were meet ing fur t raders  for  the 
f i rst  t ime. What  would they t rade? Would they be friendly or scared of 
the new and different  looking fur traders? 

3.  Dress up day – half  the class  as  American Indians,  the other half  as  fur  
t raders .   Include a special  snack for the day such as  maple sugar candy, 
parched corn or dried jerky as  examples of  the types of  food American 
Indians may have eaten.  See recipe for  boiled corn below. 

4.  Trading Day – Have students  learn about  trading and bartering f irst  hand 
by t rading for modern day i tems they l ike such as  baseball  cards,  small  
toys,  musical  tapes,  etc.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nativetech.org/scenes/tendingfields.html�
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Boiled Corn 

•  30 cornhusks,  green or dried  *  1 or  2 cups of  boi ling water 
•  Shallow baking pan   *  3-quart  pot ,  ¾ fi l led with water 
•  1 cup cornmeal    *  1 quart  bowl 
•  Mixing spoon    *  ½ cup honey 
•  Slot ted spoon    *  scissors 
Put  the cornhusks in the baking pan and cover with hot  water .  Bring pot  of  
water  to  a boil .  Pour cornmeal  flour into the bowl and mix in 1 cup boi ling 
water .  St ir  unti l  i t  reaches the consis tency of oatmeal .  If  too thick,  add 
more boiling water  and keep st irring.  St ir  in  the honey. Open one of the 
wet  cornhusks.  Drop 2 spoonfuls  of  the corn mix into the center .  Fold the 
sides of  the husk over the corn mix and fold over the ends to form a l i t t le  
packet .  Tear off  a st ip  of  another husk to use as  a str ing.  Tie the husk 
packet  together.  Fil l  other husks to make more packets .  Gently drop the 
packets  into the boi ling water .  Boil  for  15 to 20 minutes .  Lif t  them out  
with a slot ted spoon. Cut  the husk string and open the packets . 

 
For Older Students:  
1 .  Have the students research and write a report  on a famour fur-trader. 

Two famous fur traders  were John Jacob Aster  and Jean Baptiste Point  
du Sable. 

2 .  Read “Story of a French Homestead” by Francis  Bail ly Howe and discuss 
historical  perspect ives,  his torical  accuracy etc.   This book avai lable for  
check-out  in  our l ibrary at  the Calumet  Dune Interpretive Center  i f  you 
cannot  find i t  elsewhere. 

3 .  Students  work in small  teams to develop an in-depth t imeline of  the 
major historical  events  of  this  area which includes Bailly’s  arrival  and 
sett lement ,  other fur  t rade dates  and Potawatomi t reaties .  Have the 
students  use visual  symbols  or  draw their  own pictures  to  prepresent  the 
events  on the t imeline such as  a metal  tool  to  represent  the introduction 
of metal  via the fur  t rade,  a  picture of  a canoe to represent  American 
Indian  migration or sett lement ,  etc.   

 
 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
Trade
 

 –  an exchange of property without  use of  money  /  a  swap. 

American Indian

 

 – a member of  any of the nat ive peoples  of  the western 
hemisphere except  often the Eskimos;  especially an American Indian of North 
America and especially the U.S.  
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Voyageur

 

 – a person who does a journey especial ly by water  from one place 
or country to another .  

Homestead

 

 – home and surrounding land /  a  piece of  land acquired from U.S. 
public lands by l iving on and cult ivating i t .  

Century
 

 – a period of 100 years . 

Natural  Resources

 

 -  something (as  a mineral ,  waterpower source,  forest ,  or  
kind of animal)  that  is  found in nature and is  valuable to  humans (as  in  
providing a source of energy,  recreation,  or  scenic beauty.  

Canoe

 

 -  a long light  narrow boat  with pointed ends and curved sides that  is  
usual ly moved by someone using a paddle. 

 
 
Illinois Content Standards:  The fo l lowing i s  a  l i s t  o f  the  learn ing 
s tandards  which the Potawatomi  and  Fur  Traders  program wi l l  ass i s t  you  in  fu l f i l l ing.   
P lease  rea l ize  tha t  every program i s  un ique ,  based  on  the  s tudents ’  ab i l i t i es ,  weather  
fac tors  and  t ime,  and  not  a l l  o f  these  s tandards  may be  a r t i cu la ted .   This  l i s t ing i s  meant  
as  a  gu idel ine  for  you  as  an  educator .   You may want  to  conduct  ac t ivi t i es  in  your  
c lass room to  s t rengthen  cer ta in  goals  and  s tandards ,  and  our program may only br ief ly 
cover  cer ta in  e lements  of  the  s tandards .    
 

State Goal  15:    
SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Understand economic systems, with an emphasis  on the United States .  
Standard C:   Unders tand that  scarcity necess i ta tes  choices  by producers .  

15.C.1a - -  Descr ibe  how human,  na tura l  and  capi ta l  resources  are  used  to  produce   
  goods  and  serv ices .  

Early  Elementary  

15 .C.1b - -  Ident i fy l imi ta t ions  in  resources  tha t  force  producers  to  make choices  about   
  what  to  produce .  
 
 
State Goal  16:   Understand events ,  t rends,  individuals  and movements  
shaping the history of I l l inois ,  the United States  and other nations .  
Standard A:   Apply the  ski l ls  of  histor ical  analysis  and interpreta t ion. 

16.A.1c--  Descr ibe  how people  in  d i f feren t  t imes  and  p laces  v iewed the  wor ld  in   
  d i f feren t  ways .  

Early  Elementary  

16 .B.1(W)--Expla in the  cont r ibu t ions  of  ind ividuals  and  groups  who are  fea tured  in   
  b iographies ,  l egends ,  fo lklore  and  t rad i t ions .  
Standard C:   Understand the development  of  economic systems.  

16.C.1a(US)--Describe  how Nat ive  American  people  in  Il l ino is  engaged  in  economic  
ac t iv i t i es  wi th  o ther  t r ibes  and  t raders  in  the  region  pr ior  to  the  Black  Hawk War .  

Early  Elementary  

16 .C.1a(W)-- Ident i fy how people  and  groups  in  the  pas t  made economic  choices  (e .g .  
c rops  to  plan t ,  p roducts  to  make,  products  to  t rade)  to  survive  and  improve thei r  l ives .  
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Standard E:   Unders tand I l l inois ,  Uni ted States  and world  environmental  h is tory.  

16.E.1(US)--Descr ibe  how the  local  envi ronment  has  changed  over  t ime.  
Early  Elementary  

16 .E.2a(W)--Descr ibe  how people  in  hunt ing and  gather ing and  ear ly pas tora l  socie t ies  
adapted  to  the i r  respect ive  envi ronments .  

Late  Elementary  

 
State Goal  18:    
Understand social  systems, with an emphasis  on the United States .  
Standard C:   Unders tand how social  systems form and develop over  t ime.  

18.C.1--Descr ibe  how individuals  interac ted  wi th in groups  to  make choices  regard ing 
food ,  c lo thing and  shel ter .  

Early  Elementary  

18 .C.2 - -Descr ibe  how changes  in  product ion  (e .g .  hunt ing and  gather ing,  agr icu l tura l ,  
indus t r ia l )  and  popula t ion  caused  changes  in  social  sys tems .  

Late  Elementary  

 
 
 
Extension or Follow-up Activities:  After  your  f ie ld  t r ip ,  the  fo l lowing 
ac t iv i t i es  can  enhance  what  was  taught  dur ing your  f ie ld  t r ip  exper ience .  
 
Class reflection paper or  writ ing sample:    
Ask each s tudent  to  wri te  a  shor t  essay,  le t ter  or  s tory about  what  they learned on 
their  f ie ld  t r ip  to  Indiana Dunes Nat ional  Lakeshore .   Rangers  love receiving mai l  
f rom their  s tudents .   Send the  ranger the  packet  of  essays  f rom your  c lass  (or  a  
copy of  them),  and your  ranger  wi l l  send your  c lass  a  cer t i f icate  f rom the dunes .   
Send your  essays  to:    

 
 

Indiana Dunes Nat ional  Lakeshore  
1100 N.  Mineral  Spr ings  Road 

Porter ,  IN  46304 
Attn:   Your  ranger’s  name or  jus t  Educat ion Depar tment  

 
I f  you are  us ing this  essay as  a  c lass  ass ignment  for  a  grade,  we would l ike  to  
suggest  that  each essay contain  the  fol lowing elements .    
Use the  rubr ic  below to  score  them.  
*  The name of  the  park and the  locat ion of  their  f ie ld  t r ip—for  example:  Douglas  
 Center ,  Indiana Dunes Nat ional  Lakeshore  
*  Three facts  they learned on the  f ie ld  t r ip  about  the  his tory of  the  area .  
*  A br ief  explanat ion of  why Indiana Dunes is  unique and therefore  a  nat ional  
 park.  
*  At  leas t  two things  the  s tudent  can do to  help  take care  of  his  or  her  nat ional  
 park.  
*Fi l l  in  the  blank of  th is  s tatement  and provide an explanat ion:    
 I  would l ike  to   learn more about  __________ at  Indiana Dunes.  
 
***For  advanced groups,  add the  fol lowing element :  
Tel l  the  park rangers  i f  you would l ike  to  br ing your  famil ies  and f r iends  to  the  
dunes  and i f  so  what  would you do here  and where  would you go.  
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Assessment: 
Rubric for  Class  reflection wri ting assignment:  
 
Elements  4  point s  3  point s  2  point s  1  point  
 
Wri t ing and  
organiza t ion 

 
The wri t ing 
sample  is  very 
wel l  wr i t t en  and  
organized  by the  
e lements  
provided .   It  has  
a  s t rong 
in t roduct ion ,  
middle  and  
conclus ion.    

 
The  wr i t ing 
sample  is  wel l  
wr i t t en  and  
organized  by the  
e lements  
provided .   It  
inc ludes  an  
in t roduct ion ,  
middle  and  
conclus ion.  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  is  
choppy and  i s  
no t  wel l  
o rganized .  It  
l acks  an  
in t roduct ion  
or  conclus ion .    

 
The  wr i t ing 
sample  is  
very shor t  
and  
unorganized
.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grammar  & 
Spel l ing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mis takes  in  
spel l ing and  
grammar  are  
minor  or  non-
ex is ten t .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mis takes  in  
spel l ing and  
grammar  are  
minimal—about  
4-5 .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mis takes  in  
spel l ing and  
grammar  are  
numerous—5-
10.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mis takes  in  
spel l ing and  
grammar  
are  more  
than  10 .  

Facts  and  
conten t  

The wri t ing 
sample  
demons t ra tes  the  
s tudent ’s  
l earn ing on  the  
dunes  program 
and inc ludes  
three  or  more  
fac t s  provided  
by the  park  
s taf f .  

The wri t ing 
sample  
demons t ra tes  the  
s tudent ’s  
l earn ing and  
inc ludes  only 
two fac t s  
provided  by the  
park  s taf f .  

The wri t ing 
sample  does  
not  
demons t ra te  
much learn ing 
and  only 
inc ludes  one  
fac t  p rovided  
by the  park  
s taf f .  

The wri t ing 
sample  does  
not  
demons t ra te  
any 
learn ing 
and  does  
not  include  
any fac t s  
provided  by 
the  park  
s taf f .  

 
Nat ional  
Park  Serv ice  
theme 

 
The wri t ing 
sample  c lear ly 
demons t ra tes  the  
s tudent ’s  
unders tanding of  
the  ro le  of  the  
NPS in  
preserv ing the  
dunes   by 
explain ing why 
Indiana  Dunes  i s  
such  a  unique  
t reasure .  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  ment ions  
the  NPS and  i t s  
ro le  in  
preserv ing the  
Indiana  Dunes .  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  
ment ions  the  
NPS and  
Indiana  
Dunes .  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  does  
not  ment ion  
anyth ing 
about  the  
NPS or  i t s  
ro le  a t  
Ind iana  
Dunes .  
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S tewardship 

 
The wri t ing 
sample  l i s ts  
th ree  th ings  the  
s tudent  can  do  
to  ass is t  in  
t ak ing care  of  
the  Indiana  
Dunes .  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  l i s ts  two 
th ings  the  
s tudent  can  do  to  
ass i s t  in  t ak ing 
care  of  the  
Indiana  Dunes .  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  l i s ts  
one  th ing the  
s tudent  can  do  
to  ass is t  in  
t ak ing care  of  
the  Indiana  
Dunes .  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  does  
not  l i s t  
anyth ing 
about  what  
the  s tudent  
can  do  to  
take  care  of  
the  Indiana  
Dunes .  

     
 
 
 
 
 


