
HOMESTEAD ACT PAPERWORK
Time Needed

 One class period

Materials Needed
•	 National	Archives	Written	Document	Analysis	Worksheets-	
	 one	for	each	document
•	 Copies	of	the	Neve	Land	Records	–	One	for	each	group/student.

Introductory	Set
Ask	students	if	they	have	ever	had	to	produce	documentation	of	who	they	
are	or	when	they	were	born?	Why	did	they	have	to	do	this?	Why	is	it	im-
portant	to	have	documentation?	Explain	that	students	will	learn	what	type	
of	documents	had	to	be	completed	in	order	to	earn	a	Homestead
Patent.

Process 
Distribute	the	National	Archives	Written	Document	Analysis	Worksheet	
and	the	Neve	Land	Records	to	each	student.	Students	will	need	to	
complete	a	worksheet	for	each	of	the	records.	

Students	may	be	placed	into	groups	to	reduce	the	time	needed	to
complete	the	analysis.

Culminating	Activity
Once	students	have	completed	their	analysis,	have	them	describe	some	of	
the	information	that	they	found	to	be	interesting	as	well	as	discussing	any	
questions	that	they	might	have.	Discuss	with	students	whether	they	feel	
the	paperwork	was	too	much,	not	enough,	or	just	right.	Discuss	why.

In	1863	the	cost	for	filing	
a	homestead	application	
was	$10	for	a	temporary	
claim	and	$2	that	went	to	
the	commissioned	land	
agent.	After	meeting	the	

requirements,	the	
homesteader	had	to	pay		
another	$6	to	receive	the	

land	patent.
In	2010	that	$18	fee	
would	cost	you	about	

What	would	it	
cost	today?

Daniel	Freeman	filed	his	claim	for	a	homestead	on	
January	1,	1863.	The	paperwork	associated	with	a	
homestead	claim	are	over	20	pages.



HOMESTEAD ACT PAPERWORK

The	immigrants	who	
came	to	America	to	
pursue	the	opportunity	to	
acquire	free	land	under	
the	Homestead	Act	were	
most	likely	not	required	
to	carry	documentation	
from	their	old	countries,	
but	if	you	ever	travel	to	a	
foreign	country	you	will	
need	a	Passport	issued	to	
you	that	identifies	you	as	
a	United	States	citizen	and	
will	help	to	protect	you	in	
a	foreign	country.	Would	
you	like	to	know	how	to	
obtain	a	United	States	
passport?	In	this	activity	
you	will	research	the	steps	
it	takes	and	the	paperwork	
that	needs	to	be	completed	
to	obtain	a	United	States	
Passport.

Visit http://travel.state.gov/
passport/passport_1738.
html

Enrichment 
Activities

Finding a Sequence
Students	will	examine	congressional	laws	and	
homesteading	records	while	searching	for	clues	as	
to	what	order	to	put	them	in.	The	documents	used	
in	the	activity	should	be	examined	carefully	as	
to	their	correct	order.	The	names	and	dates	are	of	
no	significance.	It	is	the	type	of	document	that	is	
significant	and	what	order	they	would	have	been	
done	to	claim	land	under	the	Homestead	Act	of	
1862.	

The	Homestead	Act	of	1862	activity	is	located	on	the	National	Archives	
and	Records	Administration	Docs	Teach	website	at	www.docsteach.org	
The	activity	is	located	at	http://docsteach.org/activities/9271.	

Students	will	put	the	documents	in	order	and	then	answer	the	question	at	
the	end	of	the	unit	and	email	the	response	to	the	teacher.		

Cool
 Internet
 Sites:

Filled With Stories: 
Homestead Records Project

Students	will	learn	how	current	
technology	is	being	used	to	make	the	
Homestead	Act	paperwork	available	
for	people	to	access	online.	This	
project	is	being	undertaken	by	
Homestead	National	Monument	of	
America,	Family	Search		and	Fold3.	Watch	a	video	which	explains	the	
process at  http://youtu.be/C2X4UslDrso

After	the	video	write	500	words	on	the	impact	these	digital	records	will	
have	on	you	and	your	family	or	on	society	as	a	whole.		
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1. TYPE OF DOCUMENT (Check one):

Newspaper

Letter

Patent

Memorandum

Map

Telegram

Press Release

Report

Advertisement

Congressional Record

Census Report

Other

Written Document Analysis Worksheet

2. UNIQUE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DOCUMENT (Check one or more):

Interesting Letterhead

Handwritten

Typed

Seals

Notations

"RECEIVED" stamp

Other

3. DATE(S) OF DOCUMENT:

4. AUTHOR (OR CREATOR) OF THE DOCUMENT:

POSITION (TITLE):

5. FOR WHAT AUDIENCE WAS THE DOCUMENT WRITTEN?

6. DOCUMENT INFORMATION (There are many possible ways to answer A-E.)

A. List three things the author said that you think are important:

B. Why do you think this document was written?

C. What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written?  Quote from the document.

D. List two things the document tells you about life in the United States at the time it was written.

E. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document:

Designed and developed by the
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration,

Washington, DC 20408

Reset Form Print Form

Reset Form Print Form

Limit response for each question to 3 lines of text

Source:		www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/document.html

www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/document.html


Neve	Land	Records
A	sample	of	the	rich	information	that	can	be	found	in	the	Case	Entry	Land	Records	can	found	
througout	the	following	pages.	This	case	has	several	unique	aspects	to	it.	The	claimant	was	
unable	to	write,	so	you	see	his	mark	in	place	of	a	signature.	He	also	died	before	proving	up	on	
the	claim	and	the	claim	was	proved	up	by	his	widow.

Neve	Affidavit	shows	the	initial	paperwork	to	file	application	for	the	land.	
You	can	see	Mr.	Neve’s	“x”	as	his	signature	as	well	as	the	signature	of	the	witness.

Neve	Final	Affidavit	shows	Mr.	Neve’s	widow	receiving	the	land	patent.	
The	patent	gave	her	ownership	of	the	land.

Neve	Testimony-1	shows	the	first	step	in	proving	up	on	your	claim.	After	the	five	years,	you	had	
to	prove	to	the	land	office	that	you	complied	with	the	law	and	made	improvements	as	needed.

Neve	Testimony-2	is	Page	2	of	Mrs.	Neve’s	testimony.	It	gives	you	a	glimpse	of	the	lifestyle.	
She	talks	of	periodically	living	with	her	grandson	part	of	the	year.	The	law	required	six	months	
per	year	of	occupancy	on	the	land.	On	this	page	you	see	the	question	about	where	she	votes.	
Her	response	is	“I	have	no	vote.”	At	that	time,	women	did	not	have	the	right	to	vote.	There	is	
also	a	question	about	whether	the	home	is	habitable	all	seasons.	This	gives	a	hint	of	the	living	
conditions	they	survived.

Neve	Testimony-3	shows	how	proud	these	people	were	of	surviving	their	first	five	years.	The	
buildings,	farm	equipment,	livestock	and	furniture	are	all	listed.	Only	45	percent	of	the	people	
who	filed	claims	survived	five	years	on	their	claims.	The	others	either	went	home	or	moved	to	
the	small	communities	sprouting	up	around	the	farms.

Neve	Testimony-4	is	the	final	page	of	this	document.	On	it	are	questions	about	improvements	
and	whether	taxes	were	assessed	on	those	improvements.

Neve	Witness	Testimony	shows	the	first	page	of	the	witness	document.	In	order	to	finalize	prov-
ing	up,	a	homesteader	would	have	to	bring	two	witnesses	to	the	Land	Office	to	answer	questions	
on	their	behalf.

Neve	Witness	Testimony-2	shows	the	witnesses	answering	questions	about	how	the	land	was	
used,	who	else	was	living	on	the	land,	and	other	family	related	questions.

Neve	Witness	Testimony-3	shows	the	witnesses	answering	questions	about	crops	planted	and	
their	success.	The	witness	is	also	questioned	as	to	whether	the	claimant	left	or	abandoned	his/
her	property.



 
 

Neve Affidavit 

 

Source:	http://www.nps.gov/home/historyculture/nevelandrecords.htm



 
Neve Final Affidavit 

 Source:	http://www.nps.gov/home/historyculture/nevelandrecords.htm



 
Neve Testimony, Page 1 
 

 
Source:	http://www.nps.gov/home/historyculture/nevelandrecords.htm



 
Neve Testimony, Page 2 
 

 

Source:	http://www.nps.gov/home/historyculture/nevelandrecords.htm



 
Neve Testimony, Page 3 
 

 

Source:	http://www.nps.gov/home/historyculture/nevelandrecords.htm



 
Neve Testimony, Page 4 
 

 

Source:	http://www.nps.gov/home/historyculture/nevelandrecords.htm



 
Neve Witness Testimony, Page 1 
 

 

Source:	http://www.nps.gov/home/historyculture/nevelandrecords.htm



 
Neve Witness Testimony, Page 2 
 

 

Source:	http://www.nps.gov/home/historyculture/nevelandrecords.htm



 
Neve Witness Testimony, Page 3 
 

 

Source:	http://www.nps.gov/home/historyculture/nevelandrecords.htm


