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TIMBER

THE CROP FOR IDLE ACRES

reray Spruce plintstion twenty-four years old, Millbroal Foreground, five-year-gld White Pines. -y
% Duichess County Meorway Spruce, White Pine and

WHAT TO PLANT

Pines for lumber Spruce for pulp Larch for posts, poles and ties

Cedar for posts and poles Locust for posts only

a.  Classification for Conifers:
Pines—ior well-drained sandy sotls—White pine, wide range sand to loam.
Red pine, medium sand.
Seoteh [aitu-_ zsandiest soils {hlow sand.)
Spruce—ior well drained, heavy soils (elay, loams) : Norway spruce, heaviest soils : white
spruce, wide range from gravels to clays.

Larch—wide range, well-drained soils from sands to elays.
White cedar—best on well-drained limestone soils, but can grow on poorly drained sites.

b. Locust should be planted on non-acid, well-drained soils where land is previonsly fitted, and eulti-

vation for the first year after planting carried owt.

USE OTHER SIDE OF BLANK FOR ORDERING TREES

Figure 4.2: Advertisement from the New York State Conservation Commission advocating
reforestation to farmers, ¢.1935. Nelson Brown Papers, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.



Forestry Practice

on the

ROOSEVELT FARM
At Hyde Park, Dutchess County,
New York

ook inoa Farest of Hemlack
q!;.'.".‘l .IJII[”'\'I’:\'UI'J

Foaindisied by
e NEw Yore Srann Colnesh oo
POSYRACUSE LINIVER=ITY

Virgin Hemlock in a forest of Hemlock and Hardwoods
Published by NYS College of Forestry At Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY



Objectives of FDR’s Forestry Management

1. To increase the proportion of valuable specified in the forest.

2. To eliminate certain undesirable types and replace planting.

3. To beautify the area between Hudson River and Albany Post Rd.
Furthermore:

There are no proven methods of cutting in any of the forest type found on the forest. The suc-
cess of any method does not preclude the possibility of its being improved upon. Accordingly,
the treatment outlined in this plan , rathe5 than being set of marking rules, consists largely of
suggestions and recommendations which it hoped, will prove of value.

Seedling Tree order from NYS Conservation Department

Tores 7 Form TR, 101633000 (15.2408)
WA LFTI0e

STATE OF NEW YORK

ALEXAMDER MAZOONALD
cxrmant e

CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT N
. . ALBANY ki ;
Franklin -. Roosevelt E 1 vou wrile us teer b0 order mimber._ B4 3 7%

Your arder for trecs has been recrived and acted wpon.
Emdau;gols .00 a0 lhntdmolle”mnswouif_'.. Wh)nnlmi!rsnmmduuth‘d:ﬂl{?

YOUR URDER | GRANTED AS FOLLOWS

1. i 35 00 prs

rold @ Sp00” °

2yr. ol @ faon

_JAM . Scotch pine transplants. goyr old @ f400  *
wour Buntih piine seediings. ... 297, ol Setsh pine seedlings. . ....... .2y old @ $200 °
—_ Red pine transplants. .. .. 47, ol .. : 4@ §s00 -
ROl PN ERDSIANES. o 3T, O] e |,| o -
e 200 "

if§so0 ©
3 §s 00 *
oo -
@50 *

v *

. Whise sprece seedings. ... 375 Ul B t«' -
o White codar transplants. .. 477 O] o e White cndar transplants. .. ... 3-FE ald @ B5 ou
e White codar k 3-yr. ol " White aodar coeea doyr old @ g oa

e Whise codar seedlings... ... 297, I hits HOgs..........2-yT. old @ $200 =

. Carolina poplar cattings

Your order wil be filled if vou remit §. 550 0 2
Afrer Im days frurr date we feel at libarty to tanoel mr order ane
ehipment which will be made e {all o7 speing as ordered.
acooerd gt m ynurrqm_-sL the troes you wanted were not available and we have, if a subsu
ill mae reyuircments.
er hLlnI:. Do mot make substifutions here. 7 species listed on your original appl::

Plesse remit pro

Fou want o recoipted bill return this letter,
not Tetaroed, pleass guoie comber,




Figure 4.19: New York State Conservation Department spring 1935 tree order form completed by Nelson Brown,
1934. Nelson Brown Papers, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.

‘ FEPROOUCED FROM HOLDNNGS T THEE DU 0. ROCSEVELY LBAMRY,. gnn NG 1935

Bill Nou.oooee
Forestry Form 28 % p . Tree Order No....oooeo....
CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT, (C( 5 J Please file order promptly.
Albany, N. Y. / Bills will not be sent until a
few weeks before shipment.
Gentlemen:

You may consider this an order for the trees specified below. If this order is granted, I
agree to fully comply with all the conditions herein which I have carefully read.

1. To pay the purchase price to said Conservation
Department within ten days after receipt of bill.

2. That the trees are to be planted for the sole pur-
pose of reforesting lands in the State of New York.
That the trees will be planted only on land which is as-
sessed at less than $50 per acre, when privately owned.
That these trees will be planted and are not obtained
for the purpose of sale, and will not be sold or given
away with the roots thereon.

4. I agree to return the empty crates to the express
office promptly or pay for them.

5. 1 agree to protect the planted area as well as
possible from fire, grazing, and other damage.

In case of white pine, | agree to remove all cur-
rant and gooseberry bushes, both wild and cultivated
from the area to be planted to and from a space ap-
proximately 900 feet surrounding the plantation, not
later than June 1st following the planting.

3. That if I sell or offer the trees for sale for orna- 7. That the applicant is the owner or the agent of
mental purposes I shall become liable to the State for the owner of the land to be planted.
the payment of a penalty equal to three times the sale 8. I agree to make reasonable reports in regard to
value of the trees sold. the condition of the plantation upon request.

I understand that this is an agreement for the purpose of reforesting land and I agree to
all the above conditions. I also understand that if any of the terms of this agreement are violated
the Conservation Department will not fill any future tree _g_x:gler of mipe.

Pazs. F D. iw-

Byt = B e st
Shipment Desired > D Street Address or R. F. D.
Plears Hig Tarm ARLE o0 Pork

ON
i > Post Office Address
NO TREES FURNISHED FOR ORNAMENTAL PLA%'?‘?J‘\TE”
Not less than 1,000 trees sold. Not less than 500 trees of any one species sold.

Drder
Here

FOLLOWING TREES DESIRED To be planted in

Number Price | Domnot S. Town of. 2 :i ‘I‘ﬁb I ""‘f'/h“
of trees KIND OF TREES Age per use this Cost Nursery | L. D—‘-—‘Mw
desired thousand| space No.|| County of
Owner of IandBﬁ\E’"F V. RA‘O'S evelt
}J'_{,_m White pine transplantSee| 3-yr. 4.00
——.|White pine seedlingSece|  2-yr. 2.00 DESCRIPTION OF LAND TO BE PLANTED
()_r_(.{@ Red pine transplants— . _|" yr. 4.00 Py it e NN
r“"_ Red pine seedlings. 2-yr. 2,00 iy Present grumh'V\- .
/ ) _‘_@ Norway spruce transplants.....| 4-yr. 5.00 o el revious use of fand =
o |Norway spruce transplants..... 3-yr. 4.00 ] S
Norway spruce seedlingsee—|  2-yr. 2,00 . i SHIPPING DIRECTIONS
i ™ Ploc
White spruce transplants.......! - 4-yr. 5.00 —— ||  Name o > 0 t_()
e Black locust seedlings. | 1-yT. 2.00 e Oy R
||  Express addres: \/ .
~
J— Counw_mgL_mLﬂ P
- o wmennl | Notify (Name)w P p ,0 Lf .
S 2 —| pottyde PARK ou Hudin
(No trees shipped by parcel post)

No order granted unless all information asked for is given
Order granted Order sent

Bill sent... —

e Shipment made

Req.340.  LFI8Taz




Figure 3.30: Record of tree distribution from New York State nurseries to the Roosevelt Estate (FDR), 1912-
1928. New York State Conservation Commission records, Nelson Brown Papers, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.

Spring or White Pine Scotch Pine Red Pine Norway White Spruce
Year Fall Spruce

Planting

Number Age Number Age Number Age Number Age Number Age

1912 spring 5000 A4yr 1,000 3yr 1,000  3yr 1,000 3yr | --—---
1913 spring 7,000 4yr | — | - 1,000 3yr | -
1914 spring 7000 4yr | -— |
1915 spring 10,000 4yr | - |- || -
1916 spring 8000 4yr | -— |
1924 spring 2,000 3yr 1,000 3yr 2,000 3yr | -— |-
1926 spring 2,000 2yr 2,000 3yr 2,000 2yr 2,000 3yr | --—--
1927 fal | --—- || - 3,000 3yr |2000 3yr
1928 spring | - | - 2,000  3yr 2,000 3yr |[2000 3yr




Some of FDR’s Forestry Management Plan Undertakings

"Park - Three compertments in the lower woods have .cen designated as park, It wae
‘chough't- best to treat this area gf amesthetically because of topogravhy and other
limiting factors. The numerous rock ledges and hollows offset by larger trees give
a beautfful effect, Dead trees should be removed and thianing should be for beauty
effect, The accessibility with the aid of the new road will Bar repay in

aesthetiec valus the small ecopomic loss.

Virgin -One compartment which according to all report and appearances seems to be
virgin has been designated mas an ecologicel laboratory. The stand should remain
untouched. Do not remove even dead trees. Do not build new roads., Thus it will be
preserved just as nature always has treated it,

Clearcut - A deep swamp has been put in this class, This seems to be the only possibl.
treatment, after clearcutting and draining the swamp it may be possible to plant the
aerea, Tullp poplar or black walonut might be suitable, Black walnut, however, has not
proved successful in plantations north of the Mason-Lizon Line.

Experimental - A tract which the New York State College of Forestry has planted with
various species hae been put in this working group.

Miscellanous- Into this working group have been put all compartments which do not
" lend themselves to fairly uniform treaskment, True, parts of the other compertments vary
but not as widely. Eaph compartment will be discussed briefly.

Compartment 2 -~ has stands of mixed oaks and scrub. The mixed oak can probably be
handled as shelterwood, In the serub type, if dense clearcut and plant; if fairly open,
underplant, later removing nurse trees before they do damage.

Campartment % = has stands of mixed oak, hardwood, swamp and oak second. The mixed oal
can be handled by selection; the swamps in the same way. The scrub in the northwest
corner can be treated with éomps.rtment 2, The oak second can be partly cleared of wolf
trees and young growth cleaned.

Compurtment 4 ~ has oak second and serub types which can be handled same as
Compartment 3,

Compartment 9 - has two swamp areas which can be clearcut, drained and planted,
~pnother part 1s second growth hardwoods which is mot worth claa.ring The reminder is
mixed oak which can be handlad by seleetion. On the western edge is a plantation.

Gutting Budget: The amount of thinning was estimated, No estimnte was made of the
gesthetic thinning needed in the park working cirecle, Naturally this i1s but a gulde to
the work and many things influence the annual cutting, especially market conditione,
altho the cut for the peried should a»proach the estimate.

In parketing the timber to be cut, the prémary consideration should be the silvicult-
ural condition of the resulting stand. If this is done, the chief objective of timber
management will have been flulfillied,

The prder of operation is given in the lower right hand oarner of the compartment
card, The block is arranged by quarters of the decade with the first quarter to the left
Letters in block show subcompartments if necessary. The approximate order of operations
is given in the following table,

R -

Table IV. Time of Cutting By Compartmente.

Q{W‘ Quarter of Perdod 1931 - 1941
© s} - ! .
57 ’

First Secodd Third Fourth
1 2-B 1
2-h 6 2
7 7
10 g:
12

13
T

-4
-B
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ootober 18, 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR, PLOG:

Here i the ordsr for Christmas
trees this year:

One tree %o be delivered %o Mles
Suckley at the Livrary; one %o be dew
1ivered to Miss Delanc; one to be shipped
to the Crown Princess of Norway at
Bethesda, Maryland; and one for Prime
Minister Winston Clmrochill, on which X

will give you shipping directions latser,

F.D.R.
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Warking Group......Mi3cellaneons

Kromelbooge Woods

Compartment No...

Type. Mixed Qsk and . semb. ... AGErorrrr Y EArE Area... 250 Acres
K No. Average 0. B. H. Basal Volume istributi
1, o I of Mean Grawth Distributio]
i U igme Sl::nn H;;‘:':t s"",",!’?:i'“ s':.";t_ Cu. Ft. Cords B. F. E3 of Area’
Red Osk 37 45 50 9.5 22 432 5.2 1874
White Oak 27 35 50 9 19 38 3.8 1324 1.6
Others 36 0 Lg [.5 22 o 5.1 1148
Totals 1160 1b.1 4345
B White Oak 51 390 50 8.5 162 3len 38.1 11990
Others L9 330 20 9.0 148 3oLk 36.3 12094 18.5
Totals 51LT Tk 24684
T 100 870 50 8.8 373 7301 83.5 25030 20,1
Description of Stand Topography Ground Cover Soil Remarks
Mostly serub in old field. Grey birech, Level with Stony loam. White Pine planted in N.W. corner BA
prickly ask, Red cedar, 5. maple, witch rock outerops. Good mull Plant under in serub. Remove
hazel. in parts. nirse trees after seedlings have

Central part has larger trees of oak, hie.

Serub underneath.
sesttered thronghout.

Some oak reproduction

Aspect  Weatern
E1!
°F®  Level
Site

JAhAEn COASOOW T KDY THL IV CDHCIOH Now CEanooad

become established.

Repro=
Cleaning Thinning duction Planting
Cut.
mnngivunninEniEn
|11« “ | e |1
|| lA Al |l B =

Figure 4.16: Example of statistics gathered the woodlot compartment on Bennett Farm that included Val-Kill as
part of a forest management plan prepared through the College of Forestry. Irving Isenberg, “Management Plan
for Kromelbooge Woods,” Papers pertaining to Family, Business and Personal Affairs, Franklin D. Roosevelt

Library.



o
.7

.

\
L

\




A glance into the primeval hemlock forest on the Roosevelt place near Hyde Park on the Hudson.

Figure 4.26: Photograph published in American Forests of the supposed virgin forest
(Compartment 18) in the lower woods of the Boreel Place bordering the River Road,
€.1931. Nelson C. Brown, “Governor Roosevelt’s Forest,” American Forests, volume 37,

no. 5

Figure 4.4: State tree-planting operation underway on an abandoned farm in Reforestation
Area No. 1, Madison County, 1930. New York State Conservation Department, Annual Re-
port for 1930 (Albany: Published by the Department, 1931), 94.



Figure 4.9: The Heiberg Forestry Plow in use at the Roosevelt Estate, ¢.1933. Photograph
Px61-296(2), Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. Planters followed the plow setting trees in the
furrow.



Figure 4.43: View of the red pine plantation planted in 1930-31 [Plot 1] on the Tompkins
Farm looking northwest from Violet Avenue, April 1933. Photograph NPx 48-22:4000 (9),
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. The mature evergreens in the upper right surround the Ben-
nett farmhouse. The three men standing in the distance are not identified.

T

Figure 4.40: View looking north from Farm Road into the 1926 Christmas Tree Plot
[Plot M (61)], after the first harvests were made, ¢.1940. PThe Central Hudson transmiho-
tograph Px 61-293(5), Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. Pictured is William Plog. ssion
line installed in ¢.1921 is visible in the background.



To East Park

FOREST PLANTATIONS
ON:- THE ESTATE‘ OF

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

TOWN ©oF HYDE PARK [
DUTCHESS COQUNTY, N.Y /_A

ESTABLISHED BY 8
NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE °F FO. L’S{RY //
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY >
SYRACUSE ~ NEW YORK, (,
S5CALE IN FEET
o 106 200 460 600 a00

L ik

Figure 4.46: Final plan showing the College of Forestry demonstration plantations on the
Tompkins Farm, 1930-1933. New York State College of Forestry, “Plantations on the Estate
of Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt” (¢.1933), Hoverter Memorial Archives, SUNY College
of Environmental Science and Forestry. Plot 27 was not a plantation but rather an open field.
These plot numbers do not correspond exactly with those on Nelson Brown’s tallies. The key
to these numbers is in Appendix 2.
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| Tulip Poplar Plantation

Figure 4.24: View through the tulip poplar planta-
tion (Plot K) following pruning completed in 1929,
photograph by the New York State College of For-
estry, July 1931. Photograph 48-22:3837(16),
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.

Figure 4.25: View looking west through the red pine plantation along the creek in the Gravel
Lot planted in 1912 (Plot A), following pruning completed in 1930. Ray F. Bower, “The
President’s Forests,” American Forests, volume 40, no. 1 (January 1934), 9.



Norway Spruce Plantation

Figure 4.58: View of Norway spruce planted on the Dumphy Farm in 1936 as Christmas trees
in the Gravel Lot South (Plot 39), view looking north toward the Hughson Farm, ¢.1941.
Photograph Px61-293(8), Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. The person pictured was not identi-

fied.



