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Figure 4.2:  Advertisement from the New York  State Conservation Commission advocating 
reforestation to farmers, c.1935.  Nelson Brown Papers, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. 



Virgin Hemlock in a forest of Hemlock and Hardwoods 
Published by NYS College of Forestry At Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY 



1. To increase the proportion of valuable specified in the forest. 

2. To eliminate certain undesirable types and replace planting. 

3. To beautify the area between Hudson River and Albany Post Rd. 

Furthermore:  

There are no proven methods of cutting in any  of the forest type found on the forest. The suc-
cess of any method does not preclude the possibility of its being improved upon. Accordingly, 
the treatment  outlined in this plan , rathe5 than being set of marking  rules, consists largely of 
suggestions and recommendations which it hoped, will prove of value. 

 

 

Seedling Tree order from NYS Conservation Department 

Objectives of  FDR’s Forestry Management 



Figure 4.19:  New York State Conservation Department spring 1935 tree order form completed by Nelson Brown, 
1934.  Nelson Brown Papers, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. 



  
Year 

  

Spring or 
Fall 

Planting 

White Pine 
  

__________ 
Number    Age 

Scotch Pine 
  

__________ 
Number    Age 

Red Pine 
  

__________ 
Number    Age 

Norway 
Spruce 

__________ 
Number    Age 

White Spruce 
  

__________ 
Number    Age 

1912 spring  5,000       4 yr  1,000       3 yr  1,000       3 yr  1,000       3 yr ----- 

1913 spring  7,000       4 yr ----- -----  1,000       3 yr ----- 

1914 spring  7,000       4 yr ----- ----- ----- ----- 

1915 spring 10,000      4 yr ----- ----- ----- ----- 

1916 spring  8,000       4 yr ----- ----- ----- ----- 

1924 spring  2,000       3 yr  1,000       3 yr  2,000       3 yr ----- ----- 

1926 spring  2,000       2 yr  2,000       3 yr  2,000       2 yr  2,000       3 yr ----- 

1927 fall ------ ----- -----  3,000       3 yr 2,000       3 yr 

1928 spring ------ -----  2,000       3 yr  2,000       3 yr 2,000       3 yr 

Figure 3.30: Record of tree distribution from New York State nurseries to the Roosevelt Estate (FDR), 1912-
1928.  New York State Conservation Commission records, Nelson Brown Papers, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. 



Some of FDR’s Forestry Management Plan Undertakings 
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Figure 4.16:  Example of statistics gathered the woodlot compartment on Bennett Farm that included Val-Kill as 
part of a forest management plan prepared through the College of Forestry.  Irving Isenberg, “Management Plan 
for Kromelbooge Woods,” Papers pertaining to Family, Business and Personal Affairs, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Library. 
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Figure 4.26:  Photograph published in American Forests of the supposed virgin forest 
(Compartment 18) in the lower woods of the Boreel Place bordering the River Road, 
c.1931.  Nelson C. Brown, “Governor Roosevelt’s Forest,” American Forests, volume 37, 
no. 5 

Figure 4.4:  State tree-planting operation underway on an abandoned farm in Reforestation 
Area No. 1, Madison County, 1930.  New York State Conservation Department, Annual Re-
port for 1930 (Albany: Published by the Department, 1931), 94. 

 



Figure 4.9:  The Heiberg Forestry Plow in use at the Roosevelt Estate, c.1933.  Photograph 
Px61-296(2), Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.  Planters followed the plow setting trees in the 
furrow. 

Forestry Plow used at the Roosevelt Estate 



Figure 4.43:  View of the red pine plantation planted in 1930-31 [Plot 1] on the Tompkins 
Farm looking northwest from Violet Avenue, April 1933.  Photograph NPx 48-22:4000 (9), 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.  The mature evergreens in the upper right surround the Ben-
nett farmhouse.  The three men standing in the distance are not identified. 

Figure 4.40: View looking north from Farm Road into the 1926 Christmas Tree Plot 
[Plot M (61)], after the first harvests were made, c.1940.  PThe Central Hudson transmiho-
tograph Px 61-293(5), Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.  Pictured is William Plog.  ssion 
line installed in c.1921 is visible in the background. 



 
Figure 4.46:  Final plan showing the College of Forestry demonstration plantations on the 
Tompkins Farm, 1930-1933.  New York State College of Forestry, “Plantations on the Estate 
of Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt” (c.1933), Hoverter Memorial Archives, SUNY College 
of Environmental Science and Forestry.   Plot 27 was not a plantation but rather an open field.  
These plot numbers do not correspond exactly with those on Nelson Brown’s tallies.  The key 
to these numbers is in Appendix 2. 
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Figure 4.24:  View through the tulip poplar planta-
tion (Plot K) following pruning completed in 1929, 
photograph by the New York State College of For-
estry, July 1931.  Photograph 48-22:3837(16), 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. 

 
Figure 4.25:  View looking west through the red pine plantation along the creek in the Gravel 
Lot planted in 1912 (Plot A), following pruning completed in 1930.  Ray F. Bower, “The 
President’s Forests,” American Forests, volume 40, no. 1 (January 1934), 9. 

Red Pine Plantation 

Tulip Poplar Plantation 



 
Figure 4.58:  View of Norway spruce planted on the Dumphy Farm in 1936 as Christmas trees 
in the Gravel Lot South (Plot 39), view looking north toward the Hughson Farm, c.1941.  
Photograph Px61-293(8), Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.  The person pictured was not identi-
fied. 

Norway Spruce Plantation 


