Identifying Wildflowers

Naturalists identify wildflowers by using the
flower characteristics. You can consider the
plant’s bloom time, color of bloom, number of
petals, and shape of flower in identification.
This brochure presents a quick guide to
selected wildflowers at Herbert Hoover NHS.
Flowers are listed by time of blooming and the
color of each bloom-bar approximates the
flower color. A field guide can assist you in
exact identification, or you can ask a ranger!

Two members of the Aster family (Asteraceae):

yellow coneflower and New England aster

NPS Photos

Artwork on reverse side includes pale purple coneflower
close-up, partridge pea, ox-eye, and pale purple cone-
flower with purple prairie clover.

Butterfly weed of the milkweed family
(Apocynaceae)

Columbine and Canada anemone, both in the
buttercup family (Ranunculaceae)

Field Notes
See something different or unusual? Make a note

of its appearance and location, then share your
finding with a ranger.

Date:

Inventory and Monitoring

The Heartland Network Inventory and
Monitoring Program conducts long-term
monitoring of key indicators of change to
determine condition of natural resources. This
scientific information enables land managers to
restore natural resources for the pleasure of
this and future generations. For more
information, visit http://www.nps.gov/heho or
http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/units/htln.
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Wildflower List
and Bloom Times

Photo by Linda Staats
Spiderwort, or Tradescantia bracteata, starts to bloom

in late May.
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Common name Species name Family Apr |May | Jun | Jul |Aug |Sep Common name Species name Family Apr |May | Jun | Jul ‘ Aug | Sep
Lousewort Pedicularis canadensis Scrophulariaceae | | Tall cinquefoil Potentilla arguta Rosaceae
White avens Geum canadense Rosaceae Purple prairie clover ~ Dalea purpurea Fabaceae -
Blue-eyed grass Sisyrinchium campestre L. Iridaceae 1 White prairie clover Dalea candida Fabaceae
Smooth dock Rumex altissimus Polygonaceae Compass plant Silphium laciniatum Asteraceae |::|
Foxglove penstemon Penstemon digitalis Scrophulariaceae ‘ — Wild bergamot Monarda fistulosa Lamiaceae :j
Cleavers Galium aparine Rubiaceae | Culver's root Veronicastrum virginicum  Scrophulariaceae
Goat’s rue Tephrosia virginiana Fabaceae | Royal catchfly Silene regia Caryophyllaceae —
Prairie ragwort Senecio plattensis Asteraceae E:| Giant St. John's wort ~ Hypericum pyramidatum  Hypericaceae | |
Lg-flowered beardtongue  Penstemon grandiflorus ~ Scrophulariaceae [:l Flowering spurge Euphorbia corollata Euphorbiaceae ,
Ohio spiderwort Tradescantia ohiensis Commelinaceae _ CuP Plant Silphium perfoliatum Asteraceae : : |
Spiderwort Tradescantia bracteaia Commelinaceae _ Prairie dock Silphium terebinthinaceum Asteraceae . . |
) Tall coneflower Rudbeckia laciniata Asteraceae |
Canada anemone Anemone canadensis Ranunculaceae | | ; ;
. o Wild lettuce Lactuca canadensis Asteraceae |
Windflower Anemone cylindrica Ranunculaceae |::| _ ; ;
: Partridge pea Cassia fasciculata Fabaceae |
Purple meadow-rue Thalictrum dasycarpum  Ranunculaceae |::| — — - ; ;
) : o : : Common mountain mint Pycnanthemum virginianum Lamiaceae |
Wild four-o'clock Mirabilis nyctaginea Nyctaginaceae !ﬁ - : —
Frineed | i Lvsimachia ciliat Pricmal —— Cardinal flower Lobelia cardinalis Campanulaceae ’ﬁ
Prllnge (;oses rlﬂe Ey;fmac “ ;;;a ¢ Arltmu aceat i Milk vetch Astragalus canadensis Fabaceae
aipuip efone ower ‘ m‘fcea ‘b - > eracea;s ; Illinois tick-trefoil Desmodium illinoense Fabaceae | |
Spiked lobelia Lobelza. spicata Campanulaieag ———I Showy tick-trefoil Desmodium canadense Fabaceae l::|
Ground.cher'ry ' Phy sal%s heterop h.y lla Solanaceae | Missouri goldenrod Solidago missouriensis Asteraceae
Norwegian cinquefoil Potentilla norvegica Rosaceae | Evening primrose Oenothera biennis Onagraceae
White vervain Verbena urticifolia Verbenaceae : | Prairic blazing star Liatris pycnostachya Asteraceae -
Butterfly Milkweed Asclepias tuberosa Apocynaceae | | Rosinweed Silphium integrifolium Asteraceae |
White wild indigo Baptisia lactea Fabaceae E:l Ironweed Vernonia fasciculata Asteraceae
Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta Asteraceae |::| Great lobelia Lobelia siphilitica Campanulaceae
Ox-eye Heliopsis helianthoides Asteraceae E:' Showy goldenrod Solidago speciosa Asteraceae
Yellow coneflower Ratibida pinnata Asteraceae | ] Smooth goldenrod Solidago gigantea Asteraceae |
Lead plant Amorpha canescens Fabaceae - Tall goldenrod Solidago canadensis Asteraceae
Wild quinine Parthenium integrifolium  Asteraceae I::l Field goldenrod Solidago nemoralis Asteraceae |
Spotted St. John's wort Hypericum punctatum Hypericaceae :| Rnd-headed bush clover Lespedeza capitata Fabaceae
Blue vervain Verbena hastata Verbenaceae _ Rough blazing star Liatris aspera Asteraceae _
Brown-eyed Susan Rudbeckia triloba Asteraceae | stiff goldenrod Solidago rigida Asteraceae | |
Obedient plant Physostegia parviflora Lamiaceae |
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