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The blacksmith was a crucial member of any 19th century town, plying his trade to keep doors on hinges and wagons in proper working order.  In 1860, the town of Harpers Ferry had only one blacksmith shop.  But a blacksmith, after investing decades of his life to training, could easily find work at the National Armory, which employed hundreds of citizens, many of whom operated forges to create the iron pieces on the over half a million weapons produced there in 60 years of operation.  As the 19th century progressed, these skilled craftsmen found their trade endangered, as machinery replaced skilled labor.  





On Saturday and Sunday, June 21st and 22nd, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park will offer aspiring blacksmiths the chance to pick up hammers and learn the trade of the armory’s skilled laborers.  Participants will be allowed to operate the forge, bending and shaping metal just as the craftsmen of the 19th century did over 150 years ago.  Professional Blacksmith David Dufficy will offer guidance and instruction to students in the course. The two day workshop is limited to 6 students, 18 years of age and older. Cost of $100.00 covers instruction, coal, and metal for 2 days. 





For more information, or to register, contact the living history offices at (304) 535-6063.
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