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Busy Early Summer at Great Sand Dunes
Visitation rose by about 20% this June when compared to June 2006, and about 14% when compared to the 1998-2007 average for June.  June 2007 was the busiest June since the current traffic counters were installed in 1998, with approximately 58,431 visitors entering the park, compared to 48,593 visitors last June.  For the year-to-date, 2007 visitation is up approximately 9.68% from 2006, and up by about 6% over the 10 year year-to-date average.  
Medano Creek continued to flow past the dunes throughout June.  In addition, two special events—Junior Ranger Day on Saturday,  June 9, and Castles and Kites on Saturday, June 23, may have boosted visitation, while the park was very briefly evacuated and closed on June 6 when a grassfire threatened to burn into the park’s developed areas.  Although the fire was out and the park re-opened just after 5 p.m. that day, the campground was much less busy that night than any other night of the month.  
The campground filled to capacity on 17 nights this month, compared to 9 nights in June 2006, when Medano Creek was not flowing, and 16 nights in June 2005, when Medano Creek was flowing.  As seen in May, about twice as many campers camped in tents as in RVs or trailers.
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