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makizin (moccasin)

makizinan (moccasins) are the traditional 
footwear for Anishinaabe and other 
Indigenous people. They are made from 
moose or deer hide, and often decorated 
with elaborate beadwork or quillwork. 
The common name, moccasin, comes 
from the Anishinaabe word makisin.

This moccasin is one of a pair that was 
made in 1937-38 as part of a WPA (Works 
Progress Administration) Project in Grand 
Portage. It is an example of the split-toe 
style, unique to Anishinaabe.






