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Waagosh (fox)
Waabooz (snowshoe hare)
You probably are used to seeing foxes looking for food 
scraps. Did you know they are also fantastic hunters? Have 
you ever seen one jump into the air to pounce into deep 
snow for a small rodent? This one caught a snowshoe hare.

Red foxes come in several colors including the usual reddish 
orange coat, with white-tipped bushy tail, and black legs, 
ears, and nose. Some are almost all black. Others can be red 
with dark bands on their shoulders (cross fox). Like wolves 
and coyotes, they are members of the dog family. Originally 
a boreal species, they live throughout Minnesota and are 
native to much of North America. Foxes sometimes cache 
(hide) their food for later. They occupy deep dens in the 
woods or forest, mostly for raising kits (young), as they like 
to sleep out in the open. Their big bushy tails help keep 
them warm when they curl up. During the winter, look for 
their tracks in the snow. You may be surprised at how many 
live in your neighborhood!

Snowshoe hares, like ermine, turn white in winter for 
camouflage. In Minnesota, look for them in coniferous 
forests (the northern half of the state and along Lake 
Superior).

Both foxes and hares are long jumpers. Which would win a 
jumping contest?






