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GREAT DEVELOPMENTS AT GREAT BASIN 
Great Basin National Park Superintendent Cindy Nielsen announced the new fee schedule effective Sunday, January 2, 2005. The changes will take effect in phases.

As a result of the White Pine County Lands Conservation, Recreation and Development Act (Public Law 109-432), Great Basin National Park became eligible to prepare and submit projects for funding consideration under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act.
The Secretary of Interior approved the following projects to support activities in Great Basin National Park:

· Provide Interpretive Exhibits for Understanding the Great Basin and Enhance Visitor Access to Great Basin National Park. $4.47M: to complete Great Basin Visitor Center exhibits @ $581K + $3.88M for trailhead development/ improvement and road work in Strawberry and Snake Creek Canyons. Capital Improvement Fund.

· Evaluate the Relationship between Basin-fill Aquifers and Surface Water in Snake and Spring Valleys. $2.13M: to the NPS-Water Resource Division and interagency proposal to "Evaluate the relationship between basin-fill aquifers and surface water in Snake and Spring Valleys.”  This proposal was prepared in cooperation with Bureau of Land Management (BLM), U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and others. Conservation Initiative Fund.

· Restore Lehman Caves Floor and Natural Processes. $234K:  to restore Lehman Caves Floor and Natural Processes. Conservation Initiative Fund. 

· Resource Protection (Law Enforcement), White Pine County. $1.51M: to be shared with U.S. Forest Service, Ely Ranger District and the White Pine County Sheriff’s Office to increase Resource Protection/Law Enforcement in Great Basin National Park, on U.S. Forest Service and other public lands throughout White Pine County. This will be adequate to fund and equip two protection rangers at Great Basin National Park beginning in FY 08.  The U.S. Bureau of Land Management, Ely District, and U.S. Forest Service, Ely Ranger District, and the White Pine County Commission support the efforts to increase resource protection/law enforcement in the Park, on U.S. Forest Service Lands and throughout White Pine County. Conservation Initiative Fund.

Acting Superintendent Paul DePrey said, “These projects are a great start for the Great Basin.  The area's visitors will definitely benefit from these projects.  Funds are made possible through sale of public lands in the Las Vegas area.” 
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