
VESTIGES  of  Lands End
Sutro’s Family and His Contested Will

Adolph Sutro was born in Prussia in 1830, the 
son of Emmanuel and Rosa Sutro. His 
widowed mother brought her 11 children to 
New York in 1850. Sutro married Adelheid in 
1856. They had six children -- Charles, Edgar, 
Clara, Emma, Rosa, and Katie.

Like many other wealthy men of the time, 
Sutro  also had a mistress. Clara Kluge-Sutro 
claimed that she and Adolph were wed after 
Adelheid’s death in 1893 and that her two 
children, Adolph Newton and Adolphine 
Charlotte, were Sutro’s.   

After her father’s death in 1898, Dr. Emma 
Merrit tried to keep Sutro Heights open for 
public enjoyment. Sutro had drafted a trust 
that would put much of his estate into public 
ownership. But the trust and his will were 
contested by Kluge-Sutro and several of his 
children, and were ultimately judged to be 
invalid. 

Sutro’s extensive real estate holdings were 
auctioned off, and the proceeds divided 
between his children and second wife.

A San Francisco Call  article discussing Sutro’s will and 
estate, 29 October 1909.


