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Cathay Williams

By Linda Kirkpatrick July 1999,

In a tiny shotgun cabin
Martha's baby girl was born.
A baby born to slavery
That no one could forewarn.
Cathay Williams was determined
And never was deterred
As she began her life as a house girl
Being seen but never heard.

Then the Civil War broke out

And the Union soldiers came

And taking Cathay with them
Her life would never be the same.

Cathay learned the ways of military life
And became an accomplished cook.
She was sent to General Sheridan
A job she proudly undertook.

Then the Civil War was ended
And Cathay was finally free
And in seeking out her freedom,
She found her place in history.

Her own way she needed to make
And a burden to no one be
So as a Buffalo Soldier she joined up
In the 38th U. S. Infantry.

Cathay Williams became William Cathay
And no one was to know
The secret of her identity
As a soldier she did grow.

The troops moved west to Ft. Cummings
To keep the Apache at bay.
There were one hundred and one enlisted men
And among them was William Cathay.

After two years as a soldier
In the 38th Company A
William went to see the doctor
And her secret came out that day

Discharged as a Buffalo Soldier
Cathay did her very best
As she continued to make her way
In this land they called the West.

Because of her illegal enlistment
Her pension passed her by
But she picked herself up and moved on
And never questioned why.

Life ended for Cathay Williams
At the age of eighty-two
She lived a long independent life
A life that was tried but true.

A salute to Cathay Williams
The hero of this rhyme

A special woman of the west
A legend in her time.

St. Louis Daily Times, January 2, 1876

"My Father a was a freeman, but my mother a slave, belonging to William Johnson, a wealthy farmer who lived at the time | was born near Independence, Jackson county, Missouri. While | was a
small girl my master and family moved to Jefferson City. My master died there and when the war broke out and the United States soldiers came to Jefferson City they took me and other colored
folks with them to Little Rock. Col. Benton of the 13th army corps was the officer that carried us off. I did not want to go. He wanted me to cook for the officers, but I had always been a house girl
and did not know how to cook. | learned to cook after going to Little Rock and was with the army at The Battle of Pea Ridge. Afterwards the command moved over various portions of Arkansas and
Louisiana. | saw the soldiers burn lots of cotton and was at Shreveport when the rebel gunboats were captured and burned on Red River. We afterwards went to New Orleans, then by way of the
Gulf to Savannah Georgia, then to Macon and other places in the South. Finally 1 was sent to Washington City and at the time Gen. Sheridan made his raids in the Shenandoah valley | was cook and
washwoman for his staff | was sent from Virginia to some place in lowa and afterwards to Jefferson Barracks, where | remained some time. You will see by this paper that on the 15th day of
November 1866 | enlisted in the United States army at St. Louis, in the Thirty-eighth United States Infantry Company A, Capt. Charles E. Clarke commanding.



http://www.mach500.net/liggetkw/incw/hoosier/benton.htm
http://www.civilwarhome.com/pearidge.htm
http://www.civilwarhome.com/redriverrecords.htm
http://www.cavannet.ie/history/people/phil-og.htm
http://www.southcountychamber.org/History/history.htm
http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/view/TT/qlt3.html
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Sante Fe, New Mexico,

October 23, 1898.

Hon. John A. T. Hull,

Dosmo ines, Iowa.

Deer Sir:

I send you, in this mail and under separate 0oVer, &
printed copy of the Brief I have preparel in my case under Bill,
H. . 0840, which was so kindly introduced in the Housze for me Dy
the Hon. Michael Griffin, at the last session of Congress.

In May last I submitted to you and to the members of the
Sub-Committee a type-written copy of a Brief 1 had hastily prepar-
el in Washington. I have carefully rewritten and revised that
Brief and row send you a copy for your perusal and cons ideration.

In coming to Congress with ry case, I do so because '
there is no individual or other tribunal to whieh I can go, no of-
fieinl or other official body with power to review the case and
grant or refuse my petition. In coming to you, to the Committee
and to Congress, I do mot ask that aught be done for me from mo=
tives of mere sympathy snd yet I cannot help feeling that all of
us can and do sympathize with those who have been wronged. I am
sure that, after reading my Brief through, you will understand and
appreciante the struggle 1 made te rise above the siatlon to which
I was born, how I won my way through West Point and how I made a3

honorable a resord in the Army as any officer in it, in spite of

;. Fie. Tl Hq -2=

the isolation, lack of social associatiom, ostracism and what not
to which I was subjected by the great majority of my brother of=-
ficers. You will recognize also the almost barbarous treatment
to which I was subjected at the time I was accused and tried.

it will not be po=ssible, I apprehend, for you or aAny
member of the Committee to wade through the 1000 or more pages of
the resord, nor ia it necess=ary, but, if you should do so, you
will realily be convinced that the crime of being a Wegro was, in
my oase, far more heinous than deceiving the commanding officer.

My utter helplessness and sanviastion then arose from
t{hat cause and without the generous assistance of yourself sand
the other gentlemsen of the Committee, in Cormittee and on the
floor of the House, I shall be equally helpless now.

I believe my case iz a strong one as well as a merito-
rious one and one that will cormend itself to you for approval
and will enlist your sympathy and support.

I ask nothing becmuse I em & Negro, yet that fact must
press itszelfl upon your consideration as a strong motive for the
wrong done me as well as a powerful reason for riglﬁ.in,g that wrong.

I ask only what Congress has =meen fit to grant to others
similarly situated. I ask only that justice which every American
citizen has the right to ask and which Congress alone has the pow=

er to grant.

In my Brief I offer for your consideration two cases,
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one occurring before my trial and of which I should have had the
benefit as & précedent, snd the other ocourring after my trial.
They will show how white officers of long years of experisnce and
of high rank have been treated for the same offense as that for
whioh I was tried and dismissed. I also present six precedents
in which Congress has granted to dismissed officers precisely
what I am asking.

1 4o not hellieve Congress ever had before it a oase as
deserving of favorable action as my ocase, and for that reason I
do not hesitate to appeal to you and to ask you to champion it for
me and to see that both the Commitiee mnl the House take speedy
end favorable action and pass the hill just as Mr. Griffin Inire=-
duced it without amendment of any character. You will have my
gratitude and that of my entire race, as well as ihe satisfaction
of having righted a great wrong done to a membeT of a8 harmless
but despised and friendless race.

Relying upon you,as I do, I have the honor to be,

Yery truly yours,
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jtats or Now Youk haw peeviice Tome: Hoptel
¢ Tegiment. . 0£ ¢mrne,,n*wut Jo i 4 &

t:lat_i:. and m;ﬁr ‘General O'Ryanm,. the

, Mon% 1. and Colonel Watson:

. aém m Iﬂﬁ:ﬂg“ you & copy of $T10

v Villard has Just sent me.;

%nﬁ alsoe writim ‘the Seorstary of war. U7 B

Iﬁli to ask first, that you persuade Fn‘ursll:t

-,-_-.; - without hssitatiun as this is the biggest -m:v
.. .beat chance for ug snd that you must accept -

. .and geocondly, to get you to give me wintars
' -&8 %0 how te push the thing through as seonm as
. possib¥e, We have got some other big things
~ -~on foot in New York amd with you at the head
ﬁj' of the regiment we will put this state af the
3' Hagra race in the pllﬂﬂ of Alahama. .

I hope you are well and happy.
WG all aand beaﬁ lwa* .

‘Farj sincere 117 yours,

%}9 MQM
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T0 GOLORED MEN!

FREEDONM,
Protection, Pay, and a Call to Military Duty!
l'ht-h;lutd;yn;fllm-ury. 1863, the President of the United E-;Qm pronlnin;ed Frer.

pou to over Taree Mitions or Braves. This deeree is to be enforced by all the power of
the Nation. On the 21st of July last he isved the following order:

PROTECTION OF COLORED TROOPS.

“WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT OENERAL'S OFFICE,
Wasnmaros, July 21, E

“Feneral Order, No. 233
 Thi follosing srder of tha President is patlished for the “slormarion and goversment of all concerned :—
EXIFCOTIVE MANBION, Winnmorew, July 80,

sy s he duly of every Govermmest to givg protecilon (o e ctivess, of whetever elum, eolor, or condition, and sspssially i
thass whe wré daly srgunized ss mldiers in the public servica. The law of mtlons, asd the usages sbd cusloms of war, as cardied on
by ciwilined powers, permli no distisciion i 4o calir in thi tremlment of prisoners of war &s public seemisa. To sl or enslere sny
enplaned perssa o soovanl of bis eoler, 8o relapme lato barbarls, und o erime sguind the ol risetion of the age,

= The Gorersment of v Talisl States will give the mme proteciisn to ol its sldlers, and IF the saemy shall sell or cnslave suy
one bbonuse of his soler, s sffenss shall be punisbed by retalistion wpon Ui eoemy's prisemers in owr possession. 1t Ga, (berafare.
oedeved, far avery saldier of the United Suates, killed in viglation of Ube lws of war, & rebel midier shall be executed ; and for every”
one epabaved by he sfsmy, of sdd im0 savery, s ebel midier shall be plecsd 51 hard labor on the poblle works, snd continasd &t sneh
Tabor mnsll the oter shall tr robensed sod receive e treateent due to grip-sers of =

T ABRAHAN LINODOLN™"

"-lrw¢ﬂ‘md War.

il 5 I}."mmh‘ﬂllﬂﬂil."

That the President is in earnest the rebels soon began to find out, as witness the follow-
ing order from his Becretary of War:
“WAR DEFARTMENT, Wasntiores Ov, Laguil 4, 1043,
st Vowr letser of the 34 loai, calling the stisation of thls Departmant ta the sasss of Oeia I, Neown, Willlam 1. Jabastsn,
nd W, Wilsss, thres soloeed mes capiered oo the guntoat lmec Smith, bew recelved conslderstion.  This Department bas dinecied
“hrﬁdpﬁiﬂ'mm!ﬂ-hqﬂhmyﬂ;ﬂﬂmhmhmhdﬂw
aad beld ws bostages for Brawn, Johnston sed Wilson, sod that the fuct be communicaned 13 the robeel sutharibes o Richmond
“ Very respecthally your chedlent servant,

o The Hea. Grogon Weeres, Bseretary of the Nuvy.”
And retaliation will be our practice sow—man for wan—to the bitter end.

LETTER OF CHARLES SUMNER,

‘Writien wiith referemer le Che Comventlen bethd of Peaghbeepds, Jaly 100 and 180k, 1500, o6 promets Calared KnSatmenls.
BOSTOM, Taby 186h, 1848

= 1 doubt i, in tmes pasl, our cesmiry cosld have saproied drem colored men any patsiotlc seerice.  Bach seevios b the retorn for
protection. Bus 80w thas protestion bas begun, the service shoald begln ale. Mo should relaiivs righls and Julles ba weighed with
sheery, 2 In emongh that our country, krvesed st last 10 & sense of justioe, seeks 10 enrel colored men among i defendern.

w1 my eonnsels ilsuld resch such persops, T woukd sy ! ealist at caoe.  Now is the day asd now is the bour.  Help b0 orerceme
your evasl smambes now iabilisg agalnsi your sountey, sad la this way rew w0 srdy svereome thiss sther sasmbai hardly loas crmal,
Bere at bowar, whe will sl seek o degrads pou.  Thls b 560 the Uma 6 baaitats or 10 higgle, Do vaour dety 0 sor comtry, and you

il cxamgle of grorroms sclfsscrdfios which will conguer prejedice and open all bouria,
2 = TVery faabifully yours, “CHARLES SUMNRR=

" EDWIN M. ATANTON, Sscretary of War.
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43n CONGRESE, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Ex. Dode.
Sesgion.

1st

No. 257,

DEFPREEDATIONSE ON THE FRONTIEES OF TEXAE.

MESSAGE

FROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

TRAMSMITTING

A communication from the Seervetavy of State. and a copy of the veport of
the commissioners to inquire into depredations on the frontiers of Teras.

May 35, 1674, —Relerred to the Committee on Forelgn Alfairs and ordered to be primed.

To the Senate and House of Representatives :

I transmit to the Senate amd Honse of Repréasentatives a commnonica-
tion from the Secretary of State, and a copy of the report of the commis.
sioners to inguire into depredatious on the frontiers of Texas, by which

it is accompanied,
U. 8. GRART.
Wasmmncron, May 26, 1874,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Weshington, May 20, 1874,
The Secretary of State has the honor fo lay before the President a
copy of the report addressed to this Department by the commissioners
appointed nnder a joint resclution of Cougress to inguire into depreda-
tions on the frontiers of the State of Texas, approved May 7, 1572
HAMILTON FISH.
To the PRESIDENT.

REPORT OF THE ‘UNITED' STATES EDHMISE.ﬂUIH TO TEXAS, APPOINTED
UREDEER JOINT RESOLUTION OF CONGEESS APPROVELD MAY 7, 1572

WASHINGTON, I». C., June 30, 1873,
Sir: The United Stotes commissioners to Texas, appointed noder
Jjoint resolution of the Senate and Honse of Representatives of the United
States in Congress assembled, approved by the President on May 7, 1572,
have the bhonor to submit the following report :
The preliminary report of the commissioners was sabmitted to you on
December 10, 1872, - S a .

o DEPREDATIONS ON TII_E

e

FRONTIERS OF TEXAS

Deposition No. 540, Joho Kibbets testifies that he is a Seminole Tndian

& SeTETTt oSt S Tmited States service.  Witness went from
Florida to the Seminole reservation in the Indian Territory; was there
uine years; after being there some time some trouble arose about the pro-
posed sale of children to Cherokee Tndiang and to white traders.  The
Seminoles left to avoid the sale of these children, and erossed Texas,
going to Mexico, at Piedras Negras, and going to Sao Fernamlo, Colonia,
and finally settling at Nacimiento, twenty-five miles northwest of Santa
Losa, Mexico, Corn and vegetables were raised for a living, After the
ceath of Wildeat, which took place in 1853, the Seminoles became dis-
satisfied, and left for the Beminole reservation. The Mexicans did vot
comply with their promises, and the Seminoles became disgosted. The
colored people, under Billy Bowlegps and witness, remained in Mexico,
aud had tinally to leave becanse the Mexicans stole horses and roblaed
them. Witness was o Mexico when the Kickapoos arrived; they had
wany horses; the Mexicans stole nearly all of them. The Kickapoos
commenced stealing horses from Texas. They sold their stolen animals
t the Mexicana, Witness has seen them zell a zood American horse
for two or thres bottles of liquor, Witness has seen a few Kickapoos
return from Texas with » great many horses. The Mexicans knew the
Liorses had been stolen from Texas; some of the horses wers shod, Wit-
ness never heand of any attempt on the part of the Mexicans to stop
tuis thieving. The Kickapoos are still raiding on Texas. Witness has
fullowed their trails. The Kickapoos have stolen thirty head of horses
from witness aod his people.  Witness has one hnondred Seminoles un-
iier him, and there are abont two hundred men left in Mexico.

Deposition Mo, b4, Thomas A, Napkins testifiez that be resides at
Faple Pass. InJupe, 1569, wilness was wedical oficerof o scout from Fort
Clark nuder the command of Captain John M. Bacon, Ninth Cavalry, and
wis in a fight with the Lipan lodians on the Peeos River, A Seminole
nameil Juan Caballo was chief of that baod of Indians, and was afterward
sean at Pledras Negras, Mexico, and Eagle Poss, Texas. The Todians
fomght with, bad with them mules stolen from a Government freight-train
mulglmimlging to Adams & Wickes. Animals stolen from Fort Clark,
three vears previous, were also re-captured. | v September, 1871, two
berds of borses, one in charge of L M. Whipif and one ander Maouel
Bau, were stolen by Kickapoo Indians from Mexico, Witness lost three
liorses by the raid, and the Indians killed several persons from the neigh-
Lorhood of Eagle Pass,

Deposition No. 559, Albert Torpe testifies that he has lived ten years on
i Hio Grande, and has rraveled extensively on the frontier, especially
on the Mexican side. Witness bas been at Santa Bosa, Mexico, and
Enows the wanner of doing busivess there, Jesus Galao, Abran de la
Gurza, and Ismal Galan are carrying on o trade with the Kickapoo and
Pottawatomis Indians therse, at the Mexican mission called the Nacimi-
eolo, (twenty-five miles northwest of Santa Rosa) The said Jesus
Galan gives credit to the Kickapoo Indians, giving them what
goods they want, to be paid for with stock stolen from Texas
at the rvate of three dollars a head for horses and wules. Rich-
ard Turpe (brother of witness) lived some time at Santa Iiosa,
and has informed witness that Jobhn Taylor (a Kickapoo) with a
squad of his men made periodical raids on Texas, and boasted of
the number of Texan men, women, aud children he bad killed. Wit-
ness saw the zaid John Taylor to have the sealp of a woman in his
possesgion, (the sealp beingonly two or three weeks taken.) A Mexican
named Franeisco ® * %, living five miles below Santa Rosa, used to

Mar, 20, 1874,] JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. s
thiz act shall be paid for reerniting the Army beyond the number of
twenly-five thousand enlisted men, incloding Indisn scouts;™

After debate,

It was determined in the negative,

Om motion by Mr, West,

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present,

Those who voted in the affirmative are,

Messrs. Anthony, Carpenter, Conover, Cragin, Flanagan, Hamilton
of Texas, Hamlin, Harvey, Hitcheock, Howe, Ingalls, Logan, Morrill of
Vermont, 'ease, Ramsey, Sargent, Spencer, Tipton.

Those who voted in the negative are

Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Boreman, hnekingham, Chandler, Cooper,
Davis. Denois, Golilthwaite, Hager, Johnston, Lewis, MeCreery, Merri.
wion, Morrill of Maine, Norwood, Oplesby, Runsom, éau’labur}-, Schur,
Beotl, Stevenson, Stockton, West, Wriglt.

So the amendment of Mr. Logan was not agreed to.

Un motion by Mr. Logan further to amend the bill by inserting at the
endd of line 13, gection 1, the following: '

Provided, That the Seerelary of War shall consolidate the regiments to
tecenty-five, and muster oul the supermonerary regimental officers after con-
silidation, affer an examination before a board of offieers, to be appointed

Jor that purpose by him ;
After debate,
It was determined in the negative, {E;’;ﬁ:::;::_‘:::: """" %g

On motien by Mr. Logan,

The yeas and nays being desired by onedfifth of the Senators present,

Those who voted in the affirmative are,

Messrs. Bogy, Carpenter, Goldthwaite, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin,
Hiteheock, Howe, Johnaton, Lewis, Logan, MeCreery, Norwood, Ogleaby,
Pease, Pratt, Schars, Spencer, Tipton.

Those who voted in the negative are,

Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bayard, Boreman, Buckingham, LUooper,
Cragin, Davis, Dennis, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Ingalls, Merrimon,
Mitchell, Morrill of Maive, Morrill of Yermout, Bamsey, Sargent, Scott,
E\?mllmn’ Steveusomn, Stewart, Stockton, Thurman, West, Windom,

right.

So the amendment of Mr, Logan was not agreed to,

The Lill havivg been further amended on the motion of Mr, Hitel-
ok ; aud

No further amendment being proposed to the bill,

Ordered, That the amendments be engrossed and the bill read a thind
time,

The said bill a8 amended was read the third time,

Fesoleed, That it pass,

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of
Representatives in the amendments.

LrlA E:::msage from the House of Bepreseatatives, by Mr, MePherson, its
Herk:

Mr. President: The House of lepresentatives ias passed a bill (H. R,
2423) explanatory of the act entitled “An act to provide for the ereation
of corporations in the District of Columbia by general law,” iv which it
requests the concurrence of the Senate.

The bill {H. . 2423) this day received from the House of Representsi-
tives for coneurrence was read the first and seeond times, by nnanimous
cousent, aud referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.


http://memory.loc.gov/ll/llsj/069/0300/03640365.tif�
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Dwwald Harrison Yillard
No. 20 \-"vlnrlvlg' Btrmrad
Kew York

September 14, 1914,

Dear kajor fﬂung:

Dr. DuBoim hue shown me your letter of July first
%0 him. I hosten te tell you that to cur sorrow absolutely meo
hezdway is being mede with the c¢olored regiment. I wrote am ur-
gent letter to the Govermor on June 1llth esking that he teke up
the matter, telling him frenkly that the Adjutent Gemeral was, in
my opinion, trying to bloek the whole scheme by letting 1t dle of
inanition, end orging that he spply et omee to the War Department for
your services. He wroie in reply atating that he would be glad
to take 4t mp. SHince then I hewe heard nothing from. him, and as
he is now engeged in & bitter politieal cimpaifn in whish I am rather
opposing him, I fear that I csmnot influense him farther. I am,
however, writing to Hobert Wood apd Dy, DuBois ozlling their atten-
tion to the fmct thet this is the time to make the Governcr line up,
ard that he should be $0ld frankly thet if he wints negro votes he
muet stote definitely just what he proposes to do about this regl-
ment. After the csmpeign, if he is re-eleoted, I shell take the
matter up with him; 1f Hr. Whitwman, who seeme to be the lecding Re=
pablicon eandidate, be choeen, I should think the prospects good
for schieving scomething s he is sinserely friendly te the cclored
peonle .

I am pled to see from yoar letter that cll is going
well with you perscnally, and I truet thot you have mot had any

snxiety about your children in Belgium durimg this horrible time.

Wit 31 — ;
ith kind regarda, Sincemy w““%}‘fﬁjgﬁmw;k/‘{ﬁﬁ
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Source #8 The Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of Congress Series 1. General Correspondence. 1833-1916.
Transcribed and Annotated by the Lincoln Studies Center, Knox College, Galesburg, Il.

George B. McClellan to Abraham Lincoln, Monday, July 07, 1862 (Thoughts on political and military affairs) (confidential)
Head Quarters. Army of the Potomac

Camp near Harrisons Landing -- Va. July 7th 1862

Mr. President.

You have been fully informed, that the rebel army is in our front, with the purpose of overwhelming us by attacking our positions or reducing us by blocking our river communications. | can not but regard our condition as
critical and | earnestly desire, in view of possible contingencies, to lay before your Excellency, for your private consideration, my general views concerning the existing state of the rebellion; although they do not strictly relate
to the situation of this army or strictly come within the scope of my official duties. These views amount to convictions and are deeply impressed upon my mind and heart.

Our cause must never be abandoned,; it is the cause of free institutions and self government: The Constitution and the Union must be preserved, whatever may be the cost in time, treasure and blood: If Secession is successful,
other dissolutions are clearly to be seen in the future: Let neither military disaster, political faction or foreign war shake your settled purpose to enforce the equal operation of the laws of the United States upon the people of
every state.

The time has come when the Government must determine upon a civil and military policy, covering the whole ground of our national trouble: The responsibility of determining, declaring and supporting such civil and military
policy and of directing the whole course of national affairs in regard to the rebellion, must now be assumed and exercised by you or our cause will be lost: The constitution gives you power sufficient even for the present
terrible exigency.

This rebellion has assumed the character of a War; as such it should be regarded; and it should be conducted upon the highest principles known to Christian civilization. It should not be a War looking to the subjugation of the
people of any state, in any event: It should not be, at all, a War upon population; but against armed forces and political organizations: Neither confiscation of property, political executions of persons, territorial organization of
States or forcible abolition of slavery should be contemplated for a moment. In prosecuting the War, all private property and unarmed persons should be strictly protected; subject only to the necessities of military operations:
All private property taken for military use should be paid or receipted for; pillage and waste should be treated as high crimes; all unnecessary trespass sternly prohibited; and offensive demeanor by the military towards citizens
promptly rebuked. Military arrests should not be tolerated, except in places where active hostilities exist; and oaths not required by enactments -- Constitutionally made -- should be neither demanded or received. Military
government should be confined to the preservation of public order and the protection of political rights.

Military power should not be allowed to interfere with the relation of servitude, either by supporting or impairing the authority of the master; except for repressing disorder as in other cases: Slaves contraband under the Act of
Congress, seeking military protection, should receive it: The right of the Government to appropriate permanently to its own service claims to slave labor should be asserted and the right of the owner to compensation there for
should be recognized: This principle might be extended upon grounds of military necessity and security to all the slaves within a particular state; thus working manumission in such state -- and in Missouri, perhaps in Western
Virginia also and possibly even in Maryland the expediency of such a military measure is only a question of time. A system of policy thus constitutional and conservative, and pervaded by the influences of Christianity and
freedom, would receive the support of almost all truly loyal men, would deeply impress the rebel masses and all foreign nations, and it might be humbly hoped that it would commend itself to the favor of the Almighty. Unless
the principles governing the further conduct of our struggle shall be made known and approved, the effort to obtain the requisite forces will be almost hopeless: A declaration of radical views, especially upon slavery, will
rapidly disintegrate our present armies.

The ebvil policy of the Government must be supported by concentrations of military power. The national forces should not be dispersed in expeditions, posts of occupation and numerous armies; but should be mainly collected
into masses and brought to bear upon the armies of the Confederate States; those armies thoroughly defeated, the political structure which they support would soon cease to exist.

In carrying out any system of policy which you may form, you will require a Commander in Chief of the Army; One who possesses your confidence, understands your views and who is competent to execute your orders by
directing the military forces of the nation to the accomplishment of the objects by you proposed. | do not ask that place for myself: I am willing to serve you in such position as you may assign me and I will do so as faithfully
as ever subordinate served superior.

I may be on the brink of eternity and as | hope forgiveness from my maker | have written this letter with sincerity towards you and from love for my country.

Very respectfully yours,
Geo B McClellan
Maj Gnl Comdg
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
For Immediate Release February 19, 1999
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT CLINTON AT CEREMONY IN HONOR OF LT. HENRY O. FLIPPER
The Roosevelt Room 6:33 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: First of all, I'd like to welcome this distinguished assemblage here -- Dr. King and the members of the Flipper family, and your friends; Secretary West, Congressman Clyburn, General Powell,
Deputy Secretary Hamry, Under Secretary de Leon, General Ross and General Reimer, Secretary Caldera. | understand we're joined by Clarence Davenport, the 6th African American graduate of West Point; other
distinguished West Point graduates who are here. Welcome to all of you. There's one person who could not be here today -- Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder, I'm glad to see you -- the one person who could not
be here today | want to acknowledge, and that is Senator Max Cleland from Georgia, who has done a lot to make this day possible. We thank him in his absence.

I welcome you all to an event that is 117 years overdue. Here in America's House of liberty, we celebrate ideas like freedom, equality, our indivisibility as one people. Great leaders lived here -- people like Mr.
Jefferson, Mr. Lincoln, the Roosevelts, after whom this room is named. All of them deepened the meaning of those words while they lived here. But we must be candid and say that the special quality of American
freedom is not always extended to all Americans. A word like "freedom," to be more than a slogan, requires us to acknowledge that our "more perfect union™ was created by imperfect human beings, people who did
not always define freedom in the ways that we would, and in ways that they knew they should. For this word to live for ourselves and our children, we must recognize it represents a difficult goal that must be
struggled with every day in order to be realized.

Today's ceremony is about a moment in 1882, when our government did not do all it could do to protect an individual American's freedom. It is about a moment in 1999 when we correct the error and resolve to do
even better in the future. The man we honor today was an extraordinary American. Henry Flipper did all his country asked him to do. Though born a slave in Georgia, he was proud to serve America: the first African
American graduate of West Point; the first African American commissioned officer in the regular United States Army. He showed brilliant promise and joined the 10th Cavalry. While stationed at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma, he perfected a drainage system that eliminated the stagnant water, and malaria, plaguing the fort. Still known as "Flipper's Ditch," it became a national landmark in 1977. He distinguished himself in
combat on the frontier, and then was transferred to run a commissary at Fort Davis in Texas. In 1881, Lt. Flipper was accused by his commanding officer of improperly accounting for the funds entrusted to him. A
later Army review suggested he had been singled out for his race, but at the time there wasn't much justice available for a young African American soldier. In December, a court-martial acquitted him of
embezzlement, but convicted him of conduct unbecoming an officer. President Chester A. Arthur declined to overturn the sentence, and in June of 1882, Lt. Flipper was dishonorably discharged. His life continued.
He became a civil and mining engineer out West. He worked in many capacities for the government, as special agent for the Department of Justice; as an expert on Mexico for the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee; as a special assistant to the Secretary of the Interior. He died in 1940, at the age of 84. But even after his death, this stain of dishonor remained. One hundred and seventeen years have now elapsed since
his discharge. That's a long time, even more than the span of his long life. More than half the history of the White House, indeed, of the United States itself. And too long to let an injustice lie uncorrected.

The army exonerated him in 1976, changed his discharge to honorable and reburied him with full honors. But one thing remained to be done, and now it will be. With great pleasure and humility, | now offer a full
pardon to Lt. Henry Ossian Flipper of the United States Army. This good man now has completely recovered his good name. It has been a trying thing for the family to fight this long battle, to confront delays and
bureaucratic indifference, but this is a day of affirmation. It teaches us that, although the wheels of justice turn slowly at times, still they turn. It teaches that time can heal old wounds and redemption comes to those
who persist in a righteous cause. Most of all, it teaches us -- Lt. Flipper's family teaches us -- that we must never give up the fight to make our country live up to its highest ideals. Outside of this room Henry Flipper
is not known to most Americans. All the more reason to remember him today. His remarkable life story is important to us, terribly important, as we continue to work -- on the edge of a new century and a new
millennium -- on deepening the meaning of freedom at home, and working to expand democracy and freedom around the world, to give new life to the great experiment begun in 1776. This is work Henry Flipper
would have been proud of. Each of you who worked so hard for this day is a living chapter in the story of Lt. Flipper. | thank you for your devotion, your courage, your persistence, your unshakable commitment. |
thank you for believing, and proving, that challenges never disappear, but in the long run, freedom comes to those who persevere.

Thank you very, very much. (Applause.)

END 6:44 P.M. EST
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2385083
WAR DEPARTMENT,
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
WARHINGTON. me 7.. 1916,
From: The Adjutant Gemeral of the drmy.
Poz ¥ajor Charles Toung, 10th Cavalry,

944 T Street, Northwesat, Washingion, D. 0,

Subject: Efficiency record.

1. You are informed that the letter addressed t3 you,
by Homerable D. Z. Howard, President of Liberia, datod Konrovia,
Liberis, Novembor 24, 1915, amd the letter sddresssd to you, by
Richard C. Bundy, ﬂmm A*affaires ad interim, Yomrovia, Libaria,
dated Mowember 20, 1915, hava been noted on your complled effi-
clemey mecord.

2. The followlng sntry has alse been made on Four com=
piled efficloncy record.

1915.  Under date of November 17, 1915, Honorabla

C. D. B. Elag, Secretary of State, Momrovia, Libaria,

im & letter to the American Cherge 4'Affairos, Yomros

via, Liberia, said: I have the howor to ackuosledge

the receipt of your note of yestorday's date, com-

voying the Infommation that Major Charles Toumg has

been relleved of duty as milltary attache to your Le-
gatiom by The Adjutant Gessral, United States Army;

and that in compliamce with imstrustioms, the Major
expacts toc leave Momrovin within thonext two weeks.

In noting the information thus comweyed, I cemmot but

bore record the Liberian Govermmemt's grateful cppre-
clation of the most walusble services remdered the Re-
publis by Major Youmg, !m commectiom with the reorgam-
ization of its Promtier Porce durlng his short stay in
Libaria -~ services which will alvays etend as & momu-
momt to the Eajor's mame ia the militeary amnals of the
Republic. It is sincerely regretted that duty alse-
vhere renders it impossibls for the Republic to farther
draw upon Major Toung's ripe military imowledpe and ex-
porlence. He carriss with him, however, Iz his new fleld
of activity, the love and bost wishes of & greteful people.
I avail myeelf of this opportunity to persomally teatlfy
to the effective work accomplished by the Major during his
stay in Liberia and to the lasting benefits that must
rasult to the Rapublic therefrom.”

| i!; order of the Secretary of Tar E&hﬁé(‘?
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Source #12 332 THIRTY-NINTH CONGRESS. Srss.T. Cn. 299. 1866.

July 28, 1888. CHAP. CCXCIX. — dn Act fo increase and fir the Military Pesce Estallislonent or
Seo 1867, ch. 169, the United States.

Post, p. 434. Ba it anacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

Milltary peace Stafes of Admerica in Congress assermbled, That the military peace estab-
m&?g}“:ﬁh’: lishment of the United States shall hercafter consist of five regiments of

artillery, ten regiments of eavalry, forty-five regiments of infantry, the
professors and corps of cadets of the United States Military Academy,
and sach other forces as shall be provided for by this act, to be known as
the Army of the United States.

Artillery. Sea. 2. And be i further enacted, That the five regiments of artillery
vaidud for by this wet shall consist of the five regimems now Orgnllimd;
aud the first, second, third, and fourth regiments of artillery shall have
the same organization as is now prescribed by law for the fifih regiment
of artillery ; but the regimental adjutants, quartermasters, and commis-
garies shall hereafter be extra lieutenants selected from the first or second
lisutenants of the regiment.

Cavalry. Sec. 3. Aad be it _further enacted, That Lo the six regimenta of cavalry
now in gervice there shall be added four regiments, two of which shall be
composed of colored men, having the same organization as is now pro-
vided by law for cavalry regiments, with the addition of one veterinary
surgeon to each regiment, whose compensation shall be one hundred dol-
lars per month; but the grade of company commissary sergeant of eaval-
ry is hereby abolished. The original vacancies in the grade of first and
second lieutenant shall be filled by selection from among the officers and
soldiers of wolunteer cavalry, and two thirds of the original vacancies in
each of the grades above that of first lieutenant shall %e filled by selee-
tions from among the officers of volunteer cavalry, and one third from
officeras of the regular army, all of whom shall have served two years in
the field during the war, and have been distinguished for capacity and
good conduct ; any portion of the cavalry force may be armed aod drilled
as infantry or dismounted cavalry at the diseretion of the President, and
eanch eavalry reginent shall hereafter have but one hospital steward, and
the regimental adjutants, quartermasters, and commissaries shall here-
after be extra lieutenants selected from the first or second lieutenants of
the regiment. "

Infantcy, Sec. 4. And, be it further enacted, That the forty-five regiments of
infantry provided for by this act shall consist of the first ten regiments, of
ten companies ecach, now in service; of twenty-seven regimoents, of ten
companies each, to be formed by adding two companies to each battalion
of the remaining nine regiments ; and of eight new regiments, of ten com-
panies each, four regiments of which shall be composed of colored men
and four regiments of ten companies each to be raised and officered as
hereinafter provided for, to be called the veteran reserve corps; and all
the original vacanciea in the grades of first and second lieutenant shall be
filled by sclection from among the officers and soldiers of volunteers, and
one half the original vacanciea in each of the grades above that of first
lieutenant, shall be filled by selection from among the officers of voluo-
teers, and the remainder from officers of the regular army, all of whom
shall have gerved two years during the war, and bave been dinﬁnguiﬁ]:oﬂ
for capacity and good conduct in the field. The veteran reserve corps
shall be officered by appointmants from any officers and goldiers of volun-
tears or of the regular army who have been wounded in the line of their
duty while serving in the army of the United States in the late war, and
who may yet be competent for garrison or other duty, to which that corps
has heretofore been assigned.

Appointments Sec. 5. And be 4t Surther enacted, That the appointments to be made
nﬁ;%r;:r:::‘ramar from Among ﬁoluntnnr_ officers and soldiera under the provisions of this act
roldiers, how shall be distributed among the States, Territories, and District of Colum-
distributed. bia, in proportion to the number of troops furnished by them respectively
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Frontier Times
Magazine

Ll T ETE T

Vol 11 No. 8 - MAY 1934
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Old Seminole Scouts Still Thrive
on Border

By H. Conger Jones.

The Seminoles are a mixed race, composed of Indian and negro blood in about equal proportions.
They originated in Florida, where the native Seminole Indians held a number of negroes as slaves,
whom they had stolen from the white settlers farther north. Slavery in the white settlements was to be
preferred to that in the Indian villages, but the luckless black after being taken from his white master
into the swamps of Florida, had no choice in the matter. After the Seminole war in Florida the United
States Government removed the Indians with their slaves to Oklahoma, then Indian Territory. About
1,850 in number migrated to Mexico, where the former slaves intermixed with their masters and
eventually outnumbered either the full-blood Indian or Negro. However they did not mix with either
native Indians or Mexicans and continued to live a life apart, becoming versed in border warfare,
combining the craft of the Indian with the trait of the negro. In 1871 the garrison at Fort Clark was
being harassed by small parties of Lapin Indians, and unable to secure friendly scouts from among
the tribesmen to assist the soldiers in running down these thieving bands, Lieut. Bullis (later Gen.
Bullis) received authority from Washington to enlist a company of Seminoles as scouts. Thus there
was organized at Eagle Pass, Texas, early in 1871, an enlisted detachment of Seminoles, who, with
their families...
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Speciar OmRDERS, WAR DEPARTMENT,
No. 175. WasHINGTOR, July 30, 1917,
Eztract,
L L ] * [ ] [

al. Lieut. Col. Charles Young, 10th Cavalry, having been
exinuined for promotion by a board of officers and found
physically disqualified for the duties of a colonel of Cavalry
by reason of disability incident to the service, his retirement
by the President from active service ns a colonel under the
provisions of an aet of Congress approved October 1, 1890, is
announced, to date from June 22, 1917, the date upon which
he would have been promoted to that grade hy reason of
geniority if found gualified.

] L] - L] L

By oORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WaAR:

TASKEER H. BLISS,
Major tieneral, Acting Chief of Stajff.
OFFICIAL ;

H. P. McCAIN,
The Adjutant General. - e .
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The Emancipation Proclamation
January 1, 1863

A Transcription
By the President of the United States of America:
A Proclamation.

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United
States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit:

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the
people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then,
thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the United States,
including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of
such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any
efforts they may make for their actual freedom.

"That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the
States and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively, shall then be in
rebellion against the United States; and the fact that any State, or the people thereof, shall
on that day be, in good faith, represented in the Congress of the United States by members
chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such State shall have
participated, shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive
evidence that such State, and the people thereof, are not then in rebellion against the United
States."

Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the power in
me vested as Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States in time of
actual armed rebellion against the authority and government of the United States, and as a
fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this first day of
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and in
accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred
days, from the day first above mentioned, order and designate as the States and parts of
States wherein the people thereof respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United
States, the following, to wit:

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the Parishes of St. Bernard, Plaguemines, Jefferson,
St. John, St. Charles, St. James Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. Mary,
St. Martin, and Orleans, including the City of New Orleans) Mississippi, Alabama, Florida,

Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, (except the forty-eight counties
designated as West Virginia, and also the counties of Berkley, Accomac, Northampton,
Elizabeth City, York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk and
Portsmouth[)], and which excepted parts, are for the present, left precisely as if this
proclamation were not issued.

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, | do order and declare that all
persons held as slaves within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and
henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive government of the United States,
including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom
of said persons.

And | hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence,
unless in necessary self-defence; and | recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed,
they labor faithfully for reasonable wages.

And | further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be
received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and
other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service.

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution,
upon military necessity, | invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and the gracious
favor of Almighty God.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to
be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty three, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the eighty-seventh.

By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.
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Hr, 3amiel B, Wallace,
efo Beard of Public Service,
8%, Lonis, Mo,
Hy denr Sam:=

I have your letter of June 19¢h, with refer-
ence to Hajor Cherles Young, and a colored volunieer
regiment for service with Mexioco., 1 kuow very well
the splendid aervices heretofore rendersd by Major
Young and the faot that he ia one of ocur moset eplendid
officers of the regular Army, I will take ihia matter
up with the Secretary of War along the lines suzgested
by you and do anything I ocan to 2ssiat rom as indieated
in your letter. 1 do not nmow of course, whether there
will be war with Mexico or not, tmt if there 1 1 am
quite sure that opportunity for Colonmel Young will be
given. 1 st least hope 1t will,

With kdnd regorde and best wishes, I am

Tery sruly yourg,

VA
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The Filipinos are hospitable to a fault, and they have too the full color sympathy, and appear to entertain a decided fondness for colored Americans, many of whom having come to Manila with the colored regiments,
have married handsome Filipino belles.

CHAPLAIN THEOPHILUS G. STEWARD, 1901

I was struck by a question a little [Filipino] boy ask me, which ran about this way: “Why does the American Negro come . . . to fight us when we are much a friend to him and have not done anything to him. He is all
the same as me and me all the same as you. Why don’t you fight those people in America who burn Negroes, that make a beast of you. . .

WILLIAM SIMMS, 1901

The whites have begun to establish their diabolical race hatred in all its home rancor in Manila, even endeavoring to propagate the phobia among the Spaniards and Filipinos so as to be sure of the foundation of their
supremacy when the civil rule that must necessarily follow the present military, is established.

JOHN W. GALLOWAY

Sgt, Major, 24™ U. S. Infantry

Mr. Editor:

This leaves on the eve of the departure of the 10th Cay, for Huntsville, Alabama and it is with a feeling of regret that we all start again for the south. Not a man in the regiment cares to soldier again because the
soldiers have very little protection. Too many believe that if you are insulted that it is the proper thing to turn and go away because a white man insulted you , and that you must remember that you are black. This
don’t go in the 10", and I am glad that we have men who have enough manhood to resent any insult cast upon them. The officers, | have noticed, who were the greatest to try to dog the men, were the greatest
cowards and were just as meek as kittens in Cuba. | have noticed in the last few days that they have been great to treat the men like dogs instead of as human beings, but it is mostly toward recruits and is an unfair
advantage.

[Unsigned]

Hon. H.C. Smith, Editor of the Gazette
Dear Friends:

I am improving rapidly and have been transferred to quarters, but it will be some time before | am ready for duty. Enclosed in this letter you will find a small piece of a tree which has history. The Seventh
and Tenth Immunes, Third North Carolina and Sixth Virginia, Afro-American regiments, are in camp about three miles from Macon. Between the camp and the city is a “public park” in which only white people are
allowed. In this park was a tree on which six or seven Afro-Americans had been lynched, and it was common knowledge that the tree was kept for that purpose. Upon it was a sign reading: “D (for dogs) and niggers
not allowed here.” The Sixth Virginia being the first four regiments to arrive, saw the sign and learned the facts as stated above, first, of course. A squad of them made it their business to go to the park and cut down
that tree, and when the park-keeper (white) came to remonstrate, limbs were cut form it and he was given a good thrashing. None of the boys were ever found out. Not being able to go to the tree myself, | have been
unable to get you a larger piece.

Labor-American) per day brings here thirty-five cents. Cooks in private families receive five dollars a month. Other help less. The engineers, and Second Ohio regiment (white) with whom | have talked, have
no use for this part of the country or the people (white) and eight out of every ten ask why our people permit such outrageous treatment as they are accorded.

As soon as | am able | will send you more information.

Yours sincerely,
C.W. Cordin
Cpl., 7" Immunes U.S. V. |

Our racial sympathies would naturally be with the Filipinos. They are fighting manfully for what they conceive to be their best interests. But we cannot for the sake of sentiment turn our back upon our own country.
COLORED AMERICAN, 1899



Answer Key to Primary Resources

. Poem about Cathay Williams and an excerpt from an interview with Cathay Williams that ran in a St. Louis newspaper outlining her
experiences growing up and in joining the Army. (Williams)

. Letter of complaint from Henry Flipper. After his dishonorable discharge, Flipper fought to clear his name as he pursued a career as an
engineer and an expert on Spanish and Mexican land law. In 1898, a bill reinstating him into the Army and restoring his rank was introduced
in Congress on his behalf. To bolster his case, he sent Congressman John A. T. Hull, chairman of the House Committee on Military Affairs, the
letter displayed below along with a brief supporting the bill's passage. Flipper's letter to Hull is an eloquent statement asking Congress for
"that justice which every American citizen has the right to ask." The bill and several later ones were tabled, and Flipper died in 1940 without
vindication, but in 1976, the Army granted him an honorable discharge, and in 1999, President Bill Clinton issued him a full pardon. (Flipper)

. Letter from WEB DuBois encouraging Charles Young to lead the colored regiment set up in New York (Young)

. Recruiting poster for Colored Troops directed at black men during the Civil War. It refers to efforts by the Lincoln administration to provide
equal pay for black soldiers and equal protection for black POWs. (All)

. Testimony of John Kibbett, House of Representative Executive Documents, 43" Congress. Outlines the duties of the Seminole Negros in
Texas and calls for the recruitment of additional soldiers. (Pompey Factor)

. Army Enlistment Certificate for Cathay Williams. An army surgeon examined William Cathay upon enlistment, and determined that the
recruit was fit for duty; full medical exams were not given at the time. The exams were cursory and if it was determined that she was a
woman it was not recorded since it was illegal at the time. There is little information provided other than her place of her birth; she may
have been as young as 16 and lied about her age. (Cathay Williams)

. Letter from Oswald Garrison Villard recommending that Charles Young be assigned to lead a regiment during World War | (Young)



8. McClellan’s letter to Lincoln discussing the need for additional troops and the enlistment of freed slaves in the army viewed as contraband
(All)

9. In 1999, Clinton speech to pardoning Flipper from his dishonorable discharge and hailing his accomplishments. (Flipper)

10. Liberian Efficiency Record. In 1912, Charles Young was sent to Liberia as a Military Attaché, where he served as an advisor to the Liberian
government. On January 1916, he was relieved of duty and was asked to return home. (Young)

11. Disability Discharge letter for Cathay Williams granted on October 14, 1868 based on a surgeon's certificate of disability. The certificate
included a statement from the captain that read “Cathay had been under his command since May 20, 1867 "... and has been since feeble
both physically and mentally, and much of the time quite unfit for duty. The origin of his infirmities is unknown to me." The surgeon's
statement claimed Cathay was of "...a feeble habit. He is continually on sick report without benefit. He is unable to do military duty.... This
condition dates prior to enlistment." When she received her disability notice she had served for just less than two year. (Williams)

12. Army Reorganization Act 1866 creating the Buffalo Soldiers regiments. Officially known as An Act to increase and fix the Military Peace
Establishment of the United States. The Act was approved by the 1st session of the 39th Congress on July 28th, 1866 and is credited with
the formation of the Buffalo Soldiers. The sections of greatest interest are Section 3, which called for the formation of 4 additional
regiments of cavalry, two of which were to consist of colored enlisted and white officers. (All)

13. Frontier Times Magazine article discussing the work of the Seminole Negros on the Frontier. (Pompey Factor)

14. Benefit Rejection letter denying Cathay Williams disability for lack of accurate documentation. In February 1892, the Pension Bureau
rejected her claim for an invalid pension based on her claim of deafness. Her lawyers were notified and decided to fight their client’s list
based on frostbite she had suffered while in the Army. Her claims were rejected(Williams)

15. War Department forced retirement letter. Major Young became a squadron commander with the 10" Cavalry, and all of his subordinate
troop commanders and Lieutenants were Caucasian. This significant milestone affected Young's career the following year when a white
officer who had served under Young complained to the War Department that, as a southerner, he found it "distasteful to take orders from a


http://abuffalosoldier.com/atisec3.gif

black superior." Secretary of War Newton Baker ordered the officer to do his duty or resign, but a bigoted Woodrow Wilson overruled his
secretary, giving a signal to several other prejudiced officers of the 10th to file similar complaints. This may have led to Young's removal
from the active army in 1917. Young was forced to take a physical and it was discovered that he had high blood pressure and he was forced
to resign. However, to prove his physical ability, he went on a horseback trip of 500 miles, proving that he was able to carry on his military
assignments. (Young)

16. Emancipation Proclamation. Issued on January 1, 1863 it declared, "all persons held as slaves within any state or designated part of a state,
the people thereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free." In theory, it officially
freed all slaves within the states or parts of states that were in rebellion and not in Union hands. Over 900, 000 slaves remained in Union
territory still in human bondage. (All)

17. Letter from L.C. Dyer to Samuel B. Wallace in support of Charles Young being assigned to lead troops in the fight against Mexico in 1916.
(Young)

18. Quotes from soldiers featured in “Smoked Yankees: Letters from Negro Soldiers 1898-1902" that discusses the discrimination faced by
soldiers. (All)



