
Ancient Ones of Glen Canyon

The Ancestral Puebloans lived in this area for centuries. They built this dwelling in the cliffs about 900 
years ago. Archeologists find evidence of these native people’s clothes, tools, and farms throughout 
Glen Canyon. Water helped them survive here. Look at each picture and write down how these ancient 
people used water in each of these activities.

How does water help you survive?_______________________________________________________________

How has the need for water changed from ancient times until now?________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

________________________
Building homes

________________________
Farming

________________________
Pottery making
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Great Travelers of Yesteryear

Explorers, pioneers, miners, and cowboys helped create this area’s history. All encountered the Colorado 
River, which either helped or hindered their travels. In 1869, Civil War veteran and geologist John Wesley 
Powell was the first to navigate the Colorado River with a nine-person crew from Wyoming to the 
Nevada border. Imagine being with him on that dangerous journey. Look at his supply list. 
What would you take if you went on a similar journey today?

Supplies for 99 days

Powell’s Supplies

Flour•	
Salt•	
Bacon•	
Dried Apples•	
Coffee•	
Sugar•	
Guns, ammunition•	
Axe, saw•	
Animal traps•	
Knives•	
Sextant, compass•	
Weather instruments•	
Warm clothes•	
Extra boots•	
Journal, pens•	

Your Supplies

_______________•	

_______________•	

_______________•	

_______________•	

_______________•	

_______________•	

_______________•	

_______________•	

Things to think about...
Could you last on a river trip for over three months?
What kind of boat would you use?


