
  
Teacher to Ranger to Teacher 
Yakutat District, Glacier Bay and Wrangell-St. Elias National Parks and Preserves 
 
 

 
Position Description 

 
Title:  Teacher-Ranger-Teacher 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this Teacher-Ranger-Teacher (TRT) position is to supplement some of the 

duties of the interpretive and education park staff, by performing duties related to resource education and 

conservation, visitor services, visitor safety, resource management, and other related park work.  

The position will allow the teacher to more fully explore a national park to enrich his/her students with a 

clearer understanding and appreciation of park resources, and develop activities that will be used in the 

classroom during the school year. All teachers will be provided with general orientation to the mission and 

operation of the National Park Service. Only one position will be hired for 2013. 

 

Uniform: The TRT is required to wear the TRT uniform during contact duties with the public, and any 

safety gear that is required. A uniform allowance will be provided by the park.  

 

Time commitment: 40 or less hours per week, for eight weeks during a summer season. Hours are 

determined by supervisor.  TRTs are required to provide programs, in uniform, in their home school 

during National Park Week in April of 2014.   

 

Housing and Transportation Costs:  If the TRT is hired from outside of the local commuting area, he or 

she will be housed in a shared three bedroom apartment in the second story of a comfortable, modern 

building overlooking Monti Bay. Occupants are housed according to gender. Because it is shared 

housing, no pets or family members are allowed. The apartment is within easy walking distance to most 

local amenities, and a bike will be provided for local transportation. Transportation costs to reach Yakutat 

are negotiable; it is at the discretion of the park whether or not transportation costs will be paid. 

 

Requirements: Applicant must be a teacher from a public or non-profit school, a U.S. citizen, and must 

submit fingerprints and successfully complete a background investigation prior to entry on duty.  A valid 

driver’s license is preferred, but not required. A willingness to fly in light aircraft (for example, a Cessna 

185) is desirable but not required. 

 
The duties of a Teacher-Ranger-Teacher will be to: 
 
1) Facilitate visitor understanding and enjoyment of park resources. Visitors include all park audiences, 

whether visiting physically or remotely via the Web, publications, school programs, etc. 
 
2) Encourage visitors, especially students, to develop a sense of stewardship for park resources. 
 
3) Facilitate and induce visitor and student behavior to be consistent with resource appreciation and 

protection by gaining friendly compliance with the laws and regulations for safe use of the park and to 
provide an opportunity for positive exposure to national park values. 



Major duties while at the National Park: 
 

 The TRT prepares and presents a variety of formal and informal programs, such as Junior Ranger 
programs, general interpretive programs, roving interpretation, and education programs for children 
and adults. The key focus for this position in 2013 will be to create summer camp programs that fit 
with the Yakutat District’s unique role as a shared district between two national parks, with an 
emphasis on the unique resources of this remote district. 
 

 Programs are based on the established district interpretive themes and current management issues, 
and conform to the standards for NPS interpretation. 
 

 Conducts independent research on varied topics for the purpose of providing resource education 
programs. Learns about park resources by attending in-park training, reading park research materials 
and maps, and by interviewing other park rangers or staff, researchers, and other professionals. 
 

 Participates in the research, development, and evaluation of curriculum-based materials relevant to 
both park resources and the teaching needs of schools. Materials include on-site activities and pre- 
and post-visit activities to be conducted in the school classroom. 
 

 Opens, closes, and staffs visitor center, advising visitors about park facilities and resources. May sell 
cooperating association materials and operate cash registers, as well as assist with inventory. May 
issue permits, including regulations and safety. Assists interpretive rangers.  
 

 Opportunities may also exist for the TRT to work with other divisions, such as collecting scientific data 
with biologists, or assisting with maintenance of remote backcountry cabins. 
 

Duties when back in the classroom: 
 

 Incorporates activities related to the National Park Service into their classroom curriculum during the 
school year. 
 

 Wears the TRT uniform during National Park Week (in April of 2014). Conducts activities related to 
the National Park Service and her or his park experience and gives several presentations to her or his 
classes throughout that week.   

 
About Yakutat: Yakutat is a remote Tlingit community of 650 people located on the Gulf of Alaska.   

It is accessible only by the Alaska state ferry (twice per month) or Alaska Airlines 737 jet (twice daily). No 

roads connect Yakutat to the outside world, but all the basic amenities exist: a post office, two grocery 

stores, four coffee shops, a medical clinic, two gas stations, two general stores, two or three restaurants, 

and several lodges. Summer temperatures are generally quite mild, with an average high in the mid-

sixties, but seventy degree days occur from time to time. Yakutat is located in a temperate rain forest, 

and while summers are generally the driest months, heavy and frequent precipitation is not unlikely. 

 
To apply, please send a cover letter and resume by May 1, 2013 to: 
 
Emma Johnson  
Glacier Bay National Park 
PO Box 140  
Gustavus, AK 99826  
(907) 697-2691  
Emma_Johnson@nps.gov 


