
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

OOOnnn   SSSiiittteee   ooorrr   BBByyy   EEEmmmaaaiiilll    OOOnnn   LLLiiinnneee         
PPPaaayyy...gggooovvv   ooorrr   RRReeecccrrreeeaaatttiiiooonnn...gggooovvv   

Sandy Hook 
Sandy Hook Visitor Center, 732-872-5970, 10-5 daily. 
Sandy Hook Ranger Station, 732-872-5900, 24 hours daily. 
For more information contact 732-872-5910 or email 
GATE_SAHOspecialparkuses@nps.gov 

Sandy Hook 
Credit Card or Electronic Payment for 
Fishing at Sandy Hook  Click here 
You will be directed to Pay.gov. 
  
 

Jamaica Bay  
Ryan Visitor Center in Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn, 718-
338-3799, 9-4 daily.  
For more information contact 718-338-3338, #250 or 
email  GATE_JABAspecialparkuses@nps.gov  

Jamaica Bay  
Credit Card or Electronic Payment for 
Fishing at Jamaica Bay  Click here     
You will be directed to Pay.gov. 
 

 
Staten Island 
Miller Field Ranger Station, 718-351-6970, Wed-Sun,  
9-5:30 (summer) / 9-4:30 (winter).  
Great Kills Ranger Station, 718-987-6790, Summer 
Schedule: Fri-Tue, 9-5:30; Winter Schedule: Sun-Thu, 9-
4:30.  Permits are not issued at Fort Wadsworth, 718-354-
4500. For more information contact 718-351-6975 or 
email  GATE_STISspecialparkuses@nps.gov 

 
Staten Island 
Credit Card or Electronic Payment for 
Fishing at Staten Island  Click here 
You will be directed to Pay.gov. 

 
PAY.GOV IS NOT YET AVAILABLE   

COMING IN 2013! 

 

 

Why do I need a Permit? 
 

Permits are required for a variety of activities in a National Park. In order to monitor and regulate the use 
of the park while still conserving the scenery, natural and historic objects, and wildlife within park 
boundaries, all National Park Service areas require special use permits for certain activities. 
 
Permits are issued to impose terms and conditions upon the activity to prevent impairment or 
unacceptable impact to park resources, values, and purposes; to obtain the signature of the permittee 
agreeing to the terms and conditions of the permitted activity; and to establish a written description of 
the approved use for inclusion in the administrative record. (DO #53 Special Park Uses) 
 

Permit Fees are non-refundable and are based on an annual cost recovery calculation. These fees include 
the cost of permit processing, administration, and basic monitoring of events.   
 

Gateway’s policy is to accommodate requests for special use permits when and where possible. However, 
the primary consideration must be given to potential resource damage and to anticipated disruption of 
normal public use. 

 

Because Gateway National Recreation Area is located in two different states, the laws of each 
state determine what kind of permit you need to fish at the park (to include size and take 
limitations for regulated fish species). Gateway's Fishing Parking Permit is required at all times at 
several (but not all) fishing sites in Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten Island; and for night fishing at 
Sandy Hook. It is an annual fishing parking permit good for the calendar year at all Units of 
Gateway National Recreation Area. If you would like to fish afterhours and will not travel by car, 
you need to obtain an afterhour’s park access permit. 

2012 Rate Schedule  
Activity Type Code: GATE-PK001  

Fishing Parking 
Permit 

Designated Locations Fee Security Deposit 

Varies by Unit $50.00 N/A 

 
 

 

 

WWWhhheeerrreee   dddooo   III   
gggeeettt   aaa      

PPPeeerrrmmmiiittt???   

mailto:GATE_STISspecialparkuses@nps.gov


 

 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where is Fishing Permitted? 
 

Jamaica Bay Unit  
Floyd Bennett 
Field 

Mill Basin Inlet (by parking permit only), Raptor Point, Seaplane Ramp, Aviation Road (by 
parking permit only), Dead Horse Bay.  

Jacob Riis Park Jacob Riis Beach (only 8PM-8AM from Friday before Memorial Day – Labor Day). 

Fort Tilden Fort Tilden Beach, Fort Tilden Bayside (by the Yacht Club), West Beach (limited parking). 

Breezy Point Breezy Point Tip/Bayside Tip by foot or by off road permit only. 

Canarsie Pier and North Channel Bridge are popular fishing areas; no permit required. 
 

Staten Island Unit 

FFFooorrrttt    

WWWaaadddssswwwooorrrttthhh   

Sandy Beach south of the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge only; fishing is prohibited 
under the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. 

MMMiii lll llleeerrr    FFFiiieee lllddd    Sandy Beach only; fishing on the jetty is prohibited. 

GGGrrreeeaaattt    KKKiii lll lllsss    
Sandy Beach only; fishing on the rock jetties at Crooke’s Point, Parking Area E, 
and on the mud flat/salt marsh grass area (at parking lot A) is Prohibited. 

 

Sandy Hook Unit 

Beaches  
Fishing is permitted at most Oceanside & Bayside beaches with the exception of 
closed areas; fishing is prohibited in any closed area, including Spermaceti Cove, the 
Holly Forest shore line, and all interior fresh water ponds. 

Fort 
Hancock 

Entry onto the United States Coast Guard in Fort Hancock for any purpose, to include 
fishing is prohibited. This is a Homeland Security Installation that is closed to the 
public. This includes entering onto USCG property to fish from the shore line 

**Fishing is prohibited at all lifeguard protected beaches when lifeguards are on duty** 

    

When is a Fishing Parking Permit Required? 
 

Jamaica Bay Unit- A Fishing Parking Permit is required when parking in the following locations: 

Floyd Bennett 
Field 

Seaplane Ramp area, Ranger Station Parking Lot, 
Raptor Point area 

Year Round from dusk to dawn 

Aviation Road, Mill Basin area Year Round at ALL TIMES 

Jacob Riis Park Main Visitor Parking Lot, East Lot  Specific restrictions apply for each 
parking area. See Parking Permit 
Program 2012 Fishing pamphlet for 
details.  

Fort Tilden 
Shore Road Lot, Shore Road, T-4 Lot, Adaptive 
Aquatic Parking Lot, Parking lot next to Yacht Club, 
Maintenance Yard now called Riis Landing.  

Breezy Point 
222nd Street Parking Lot, Sand Lot & beach by Off-
road driving permit only (limited spaces) 

ORV permits are limited. Contact unit 
for information. 

 

Staten Island Unit- A Fishing Parking Permit is required when parking in the following locations: 

FFFooorrrttt    WWWaaadddssswwwooorrrttthhh    Only allowed to park in designated parking lots Year Round from dusk to dawn 

MMMiii lll llleeerrr    FFFiiieee lllddd    Only allowed to park in designated parking lots Year Round from dusk to dawn 

GGGrrreeeaaattt    KKKiii lll lllsss    
Lots A, E, F, G, and Harbor Road Year Round from dusk to dawn 

Crooke’s Point Year Round at ALL TIMES 
 

Sandy Hook Unit- A Fishing Parking Permit is required when parking in the following locations: 
Parking is permitted only in designated areas & only for the purpose of fishing after the park is closed. 
Oceanside 
Beaches 

Lots B, C, D, F, G, J, K, & I are accessible for Oceanside fishing 10pm-5am, Apr 1 – 
Oct 31; 8pm-5am, Nov 

1 – Mar 31 Bayside Beaches Lots B, C, & L are accessible for Bayside fishing 
 

Reference Gateway’s National Recreation Area Parking Permit Program 2012 Fishing pamphlet for further detailed information. 

 
  
 

 

DDDeeesssiiigggnnnaaatttiiiooonnn   

aaannnddd   

AAAcccccceeessssssiiibbbiiillliiitttyyy   

http://www.nps.gov/gate/planyourvisit/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&pageID=382015
http://www.nps.gov/gate/planyourvisit/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&pageID=382015
http://www.nps.gov/gate/planyourvisit/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&pageID=382015


 

 

 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Must Know Rules & Regulations 
 

Fishing is prohibited on lifeguard protected beaches when lifeguards are on duty. This includes fifty yards up the 
beach from the red lifeguard flags marking the protected swim areas. Due to waves and tides fishing lines drift 
into the swim areas and pose a hazard to swimmers unless lines are cast at least 50 feet outside of the red 
flagged protected area. 
 

Non-tidal waters are closed to fishing: There are few areas of non-tidal waters that may contain fish and they are 
located in sensitive habitats used by birds and other wildlife. 
 

Fishing parking permits are not beach parking passes and are not valid during fee collection hours. Beach parking 
fees during fee collection hours will NOT be WAIVED under any type of permit for visitors parking in any beach 
parking lot. Contact each unit to find out about the fee collection season.  
 

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and New York Department of Environmental 
Conservation has closed and “condemned” certain waters to the harvesting or collecting of shellfish due to the 
high levels of mercury and other pollutants found in shellfish; if consumed serious negative health impacts arise. 
The waters around the park are included in this closure. Harvesting shellfish in these areas is prohibited by state 
law; this includes Hard Clams and Mussels.  
 

Permit holders must know and understand the latest NYSDEC/NJSDEP Marine Recreation Fishing Laws and 
Regulations.   Law Enforcement Park Rangers, United States Park Police and State Officers enforce fishing 
regulations in the park, to include size and take limitations on all regulated and protected species. 
  
Permit holders must know and abide by the rules and regulations set forth by the National Park Service provided 
in Gateway’s National Recreation Area Parking Permit Program 2012 Fishing pamphlet.  

 

Requirements 
 

Sandy Hook Unit  in New Jersey 
 

As of January 1, 2010, individuals who have the potential to take certain fish in the waters around Sandy Hook 
are required by law to first register with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) 
National Fisheries Service. The Saltwater Angler Registry is part of an improved data program to help protect 
the long-term sustainability of recreational fishing. To get the current NJ Division of Fish& Wildlife Marine 
Issue of the Fish and Wildlife DIGEST, click here  
 

The 2012 NJ Marine Recreational Fishing Limits must be followed. 
 

    

Jamaica Bay and Staten Island Units in New York 
 

A Recreational Marine Fishing License is required in New York State.  
 

Starting January 1, 2012, anglers must enroll in the 2012 annual no-fee recreational marine fishing registry  
before going saltwater fishing. Registration for 2012 is valid through December 31, 2012. 
 

The 2012 NY Marine Recreational Fishing Limits must be followed. 

 

All Gateway National Recreation Area Units (New York & New Jersey) 

 Applicant (Permit Holder) must have a valid U.S. driver’s license. 
 Applicant’s vehicle must have valid state registration and belong to the Permit Holder. 
 The vehicle operator must sign special park use permit application onsite or via an electronic signature if 

submitting an electronic application and paying on pay.gov (Pay.gov is not yet available). 
 Non-refundable application fee.     
 At least 50% of the persons over 12 years of age in each vehicle must be actively engaged in fishing. 

 

 

 

RRRuuullleeesss      

   RRReeeggguuulllaaatttiiiooonnnsss   

RRReeeqqquuuiiirrreeemmmeeennntttsss   

http://www.nps.gov/gate/planyourvisit/feesandreservations.htm
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/7894.html
http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/njregs.htm#fishing
http://www.nps.gov/gate/planyourvisit/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&pageID=382015
http://www.countmyfish.noaa.gov/register/
http://www.countmyfish.noaa.gov/register/
http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/pdf/2011/digmar11.pdf
http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/pdf/2012/maregsum12.pdf
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6091.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/54950.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/fishlimits.pdf


 

 

 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How Long Does it Take to Process a Permit? 
 
In order to avoid any delays in processing your application, it is important to have the proper 
documentation and forms of identification required to process your permit. Delays often result from 
submitting incomplete applications, providing invalid information, or submitting expired documents. It 
must be understood that incomplete applications will not be processed.  
 
Once a complete application is received with all required valid documents, it will typically take no more 
than 3 business days to process your application.  
 
Before you begin with the application process, look at the permit requirement checklist to avoid any delays 
in obtaining a permit. 

 
 
 

Permit Requirements Checklist  
 
 valid U.S. driver’s license 
 valid vehicle state registration 
 registered with NOAA National Fisheries Service in the State of New Jersey 
 enrolled in the recreational marine fishing registry with New York State 
 obtained a valid recreational marine fishing license from New York State 
 
 

When and How Will my Permit be Available? 
 

Onsite Application 
Onsite applications are processed immediately at the designated locations and times provided on the 
Where do I get a Permit section. Depending on the size of the line, visitation of the day, and staff 
availability, you may wait in line from 5-60 minutes before it is your turn to get assistance.  
 

Email Application 
Not available for fishing parking permits. Automated payment is available through Pay.gov and at some 
locations.   
 

Pay.gov Application (this section is not yet available) 
Payment is processed immediately and application is made available to NPS representative immediately. 
Permits will be available for pick-up at designated locations and times provided on the Where do I get a 
Permit section, the next business day, if submitted before 5PM. You must bring your confirmation receipt 
with you in order to pick up your processed permit. No receipt, No Permit! 
 
 

 

TTThhheee   

PPPeeerrrmmmiiittt   PPPrrroooccceeessssss   



 

 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Know your Surroundings & Environment 
 
 

Staten Island Unit 
Fort Wadsworth 
Miller Field 
Great Kills 
 
 
 

Jamaica Bay Unit 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Fort Tilden 
Jacob Riis Park 
Breezy Point 

 
 
Sandy Hook Unit 
Fort Hancock Historic District 
Sandy Hook 

 

 
MMMaaapppsss   


