
 
Wilderness Hunting  

in the Itkillik  
National Preserve 

 Gates of the Arctic  
 National Park and Preserve 

N 

Itkillik National 

Preserve 

Some USGS Topographic Maps and GPS datasets have the wrong boundary marked on them.   

The thin black line on the above map shows the correct Park/Preserve boundary.   Park lands are faded out 
on the map.  It is illegal to Sport Hunt within the National Park.   

Be particularly certain of the boundary in the Oolah Lake area. 

For more information contact   
Bettles Field Office 

PO Box 26030 
Bettles Field, AK 99726 
Phone: (907) 692-5494 



Wilderness Hunting Guidelines 

PLAN AHEAD AND PREPARE 

Study  a  map  ahead  of  time  –  know  the  state 
game management unit  and  federal  subsistence 
resource region boundaries. 
Know the regulations that apply to the area you 
are hunting. 

Get permission for access to private land. 

Tell  someone  where  you  are  going  and  when 
you will return. 
Bring  extra  food and wool or synthetic clothing 
to prevent hypothermia. 

Carry a first aid kit and signal mirror. 

Repackage  food into zip seal bags to lessen bulk 
and garbage. 

TRAVEL & CAMP ON DURABLE SURFACES 

Choose  the most durable  hiking  surfaces  to  re‐
duce vegetation impact. 
Use a map, compass & landmarks instead of rock 
cairns, tree blazes, or flagging. 
Camp where there are obvious signs of prior use, 
or select rock, gravel, sand, dry grasses or snow 
for your campsite. 
Dead and downed wood can be useful in camp‐
sites but be sure to dismantle any construction. 
Avoid damaging trees with nails or wire.   
Restore the area to its natural appearance before 
leaving. 

PACK IT IN--PACK IT OUT 

Pack out your trash.  Commonly overlooked 
items include spent brass, shotgun shells, and 
cigarette butts. 
Protect wildlife and your food by properly stor‐
ing rations.  NPS regulations require all food to 
be stored in an approved bear resistant manner.  
Bear Resistant Food Containers are available for 
loan free of charge from the National Park Ser‐
vice. 
Minimize  bear  encounters  by  picking  up  all 
spilled food and carcass trimmings. Do not leave 
gut piles where other people are likely to travel, 
such as along rivers and portage trails.  If neces‐
sary, discard gut piles in rivers.      

LEAVE WHAT YOU FIND 

Leave historical or cultural artifacts as you found 
them.  It is illegal to remove shed antlers from the 
Park and Preserve. 

PROPERLY DISPOSE OF WASTE 

Deposit human waste in cat‐holes dug 4 to 8 inches 
deep at least 200 feet from water, camp, or trails.  
Cover and disguise the cat‐hole when finished.  
Safely burn or pack out your toilet paper. 

Prevent water pollution by keeping soap out of wa‐
ter sources.  Wash yourself and dishes away from 
streams and lakes. 

MINIMIZE USE AND IMPACTS OF FIRES 

Stoves are often the best option due to lack of  wood 
and impacts.  

Use only dead and downed wood that burns com‐
pletely – wrist sized or smaller. 

Where fires are needed, select an appropriate site 
such as sand, gravel, or exposed soil.  Do not build a 
fire on tundra vegetation.  Be careful of large rocks 
or overhangs that might be scarred by building fires 
nearby. 

Do not burn your trash. 

Scatter cold ashes over a large area well away from 
camp. 

Prevent forest or tundra fires – put campfires out 
completely. 

Where can you sport hunt?  There is NO sport hunting allowed in Gates of the Arctic National Park,  
Sport hunting is allowed in the National Preserve . 

What meat has to be harvested?  In Alaska  meat is the most important  trophy.  Wanton waste of edi-
ble meat is an extremely serious offense punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and 1 year in jail.  What 
meat has to be harvested and how is clearly stated in the State of Alaska Hunting Regulations.  You 
need to be aware that in some hunting units, during specific dates, the meat has to be left on the bone.  
Be sure to check your regulations carefully and contact Park staff if you have any confusion.   

Can I collect horns or shed antlers I find in the Preserve?  It is illegal to remove horns and antlers from 
the Park and Preserve except those of an animal you have legally harvested.    

What are the transport rules?  You must bring out the meat from the kill site to your departure point 
from the field (landing strip or pickup spot) before transporting antlers or horns from the kill site.  
(Antlers and horns may be transported simultaneously with the last load of meat.)    

What if my meat spoils in the heat?  Many hunters are surprised by the mild temperatures that occur 
and can make proper care of game meat difficult.  An animal killed on the first or second day of a week 
long float will not be fit for human consumption by end of the week and spoiled meat is considered 
wasted as well.   You are responsible for the proper care of game meat in your possession.  Additional 
animals should not be harvested if you are not able to properly care for all the meat already in your pos-
session.  You should ask your transporter about options for signaling or contacting them for an early 
pick-up.  Follow the meat care tips listed below and in your Hunting Regulations. 

Meat care tips: 
• Know your distance from camp when you take your game.  
• Leaving the meat on the bone slows the rate of spoilage.   
• Put meat in breathable game bags as soon as possible.   Never store the meat in plastic. 
• Hang the meat at the end of each day. 
• Game meat should be kept dry and cool as much as possible. 

Answers to Common Questions 

A  legal  ram  is  a  ram with one horn whose  tip has 
grown  through 360 degrees of a circle described by 
the outer surface of the horn, as viewed from the  

Left View Right  View 

Side View 

When  viewing  a  ram  di‐
rectly  from  the  side,  you 
generally  do  not  get  the 
‘perfect  circle’  view  neces‐
sary to judge full curl. 

 Judging Full-Curl 
Rams 

 

Field judging rams is difficult. You must watch your 
ram for a long enough period of time to be confident it 
is legal. The more rams you look at, the better you 
will be at field judging.  

side; or a ram with the tips of both horns bro‐
ken; or a ram at least 8 years old as determined 
by counting annual horn rings and segments. 


	 Judging Full-Curl Rams
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