Subsistence Resource Commissions

An invaluable local resource for subsistence managers

The Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA), passed by Congress in 1980, was landmark legislation
in recognizing the importance of the connection between local rural subsistence users and the land. Title VIII of the Act
protects traditional subsistence hunting, trapping and fishing on federal public lands, including the newly created
national parks, national monuments, and national preserves. Title VIII established a system of regional advisory coun-
cils (RACs) to provide local input into the management of subsistence on federal lands. Recognizing the special nature
of the national parks and national monuments where subsistence uses were authorized, Congress also created seven
Subsistence Resource Commissions (SRC) to promote additional local participation in the process of managing subsist-
ence harvests in those units. Each Commission reports to a Superintendent. The following Alaska National Park Service
(NPS) areas have a Department of Interior charted Subsistence Resource Commission (SRC) :

Aniakchak National Monument

Cape Krusenstern National Monument

Denali National Park

Gates of the Arctic National Park

Kobuk Valley National Park

Lake Clark National Park
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park

After years of operation the National Park Service and SRCs have found their footing and the SRCs have become an in-
valuable part of park management. They provide the Superintendents and staff with local knowledge and perspective on
regulatory proposals, policies and management plans and provide opportunities to communicate and partner with local
communities. The SRC connection with federal managers is an important one and allows for direct resolution of issues.
Likewise, the SRCs provide a critical link between local rural residents who rely on park/monument resources for
subsistence, NPS managers, and the larger Federal and State subsistence management programs.

Role and Function

In accordance with Section 808 of ANILCA, each commission recommends to the Governor and the Secretary of the
Interior a program for subsistence hunting within the unit for which it was established. A commission may make sub-
sistence hunting program recommendations regarding issues as diverse as: eligibility; customary and traditional use de-
terminations; subsistence research; subsistence access; changes in subsistence taking regulations regarding seasons, har-
vest limits, methods and means; and impacts to subsistence caused by development projects. The commissions are re-
quired to consult with State Local Advisory Committees and Federal RACs prior to submitting hunting program recom-
mendations to the Governor and the Secretary of the Interior. This provides an opportunity for additional public review
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and comment on hunting program recommendations. The Secretary is obligated to implement SRC hunting program
recommendations unless it can be shown that the recommendations:

violate wildlife conservation principles,

threaten healthy animal populations in the park or monument,

are contrary to the purposes for which the park or monument was established,
do not fulfill the subsistence needs of local residents.

Commissions also participate in State and Federal subsistence management programs by commenting on and submitting
recommendations for annual subsistence management regulations.

Membership

Section 808 of ANILCA specifies that each Commission will consist of nine members with three members appointed by
each of the following: The Secretary of Interior, the Governor of Alaska, and the RAC or RACs which have jurisdiction within
the area in which the park or monument is located.

The following RACs appoint members to the Commissions:
Aniakchak and Lake Clark SRC—all three members appointed by Bristol Bay RAC

e Cape Krusenstern and Kobuk Valley SRC—all three members appointed by NW Arctic RAC

e Denali SRC—two members appointed by Southcentral RAC, one member appointed by Eastern Interior RAC

e  QGates of the Arctic SRC-one member each appointed by North Slope, NW Arctic, and Western Interior RACs

e  Wrangell-St. Elias SRC-one member each appointed by Southcentral, Southeast Alaska, and Eastern Interior RACs

Commission members serve at the pleasure of the appointing source for three-year terms. SRC members appointed by a
Federal RAC must be a member of either a RAC or a local advisory committee within the region, and also engage in
subsistence uses within the park or park monument.

Federal Advisory Committee Act

The Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) requires each NPS SRC to comply with operational guidelines found in
the approved SRC charter. No commission may meet or take any action until a charter has been approved by the Secre-
tary of Interior and filed with the Library of Congress. Each charter must contain a description of the committee’s mem-
bership and other membership provisions.

Meetings

The SRCs generally meet twice a year. The meetings usually precede RAC meetings so that SRC recommendations on
fish and wildlife regulatory proposals can be considered by the appropriate RACs.

More information visit the online site: http://www.nps.gov/policy/advisory/boardscomms.htm , or contact the
following National Park Service Subsistence Managers:

e Aniakchak NM SRC: Mary McBurney (907) 235-7891

e Lake Clark NP SRC: Mary McBurney (907) 235-7891

e Cape Krusenstern NM SRC and Kobuk Valley NP SRC: Ken Adkisson, (907) 443-2522 &
Willie Goodwin (907) 442-3890

e Denali NP SRC: Amy Craver (907) 683-2294

e QGates of the Arctic NP SRC: Greg Dudgeon & Marcy Okada (907) 457-5752

e  Wrangell-St. Elias SRC: Barbara Cellarius, (907) 822-5234

e Alaska Regional Office: David Mills, (907) 644-3508 & Clarence Summers, (907) 644-3603
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