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INTRODUCTION:  Fort Smith’s own Gretna Green.  In the mid-1700’s England passed a marriage law setting up minimum age of consent.  Scotland had much lower age limits and it became popular for English couples who did not meet the age limits to elope to Scotland.  Gretna Green was the closest village in Scotland and quickly became the prime destination for these couples.  It became common usage for any place that young couples used to circumvent age of consent laws to be named “Gretna Green”.  In the 1880’s,  the Fort Smith newspapers regularly reported on Arkansas couples who did not meet the minimum age limits under state law to  come to Fort Smith, engage a minister and cross the state line into Indian Territory where they were married.  The papers usually referred to this area as the Gretna Green, which is the Belle Point area within the historic site. Although this area is now within the state of Arkansas, you are using land that was once within the Choctaw Nation of the Indian Territory. 
We often receive telephone calls regarding requests to hold weddings in the park.  With the historic “Gretna Green” precedent, we will try to accommodate these requests as best we can under current park regulations.  When such a call is received quote the guidelines below to the individual making the request.  If the individual still desires to hold a wedding in the park,  mail a copy of  this page to the individual for signature stating they understand the guidelines, the approximate date and time for the ceremony, and the approximate location of the ceremony marked on the attached map.  Ask them to mail a signed copy of this page back to the park to the attention of the Administrative Officer.

Fort Smith National Historic Site Wedding Guidelines:
Weddings on the grounds will be permitted under the following conditions:
· The park will remain open for all visitors during the ceremony.

· No more than 20 people may attend.
· Tents and tables are prohibited.
· Chairs may be used only for elderly or physically incapacitated individuals.

· Music provided by bands or electric/battery operated devices is prohibited.

· The use of rice, confetti or any other device that will leave litter on the grounds is prohibited.  Bird seed will be allowed.

· The ceremony will not block or interfere with other visitors who may be on the grounds.

· The ceremony must not block or be held on any sidewalk or under any gazebo.

· Receptions must be held off of the park grounds.

· Alcohol is prohibited in the park.

· Length of the ceremony must not exceed 45 minutes.

· When a date and time for the ceremony are determined you must contact the park to determine that the ceremony will not interfere with other planned events.
A Special Park Use Permit is not required and no fee will be charged.  Please mark the general area on the attached map where you wish to hold the ceremony. By signing below and returning this page to the park you acknowledge that you understand these terms and conditions.  You may return by fax to 479-783-5307 attn: Administrative Officer or mail to: Fort Smith National Historic Site, PO Box 1406, Fort Smith, AR  72902, and attn: Administrative Officer.  If you have questions please call the Administrative Officer at 479-783-3961.

Signature









Date 
Date and time of ceremony
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This policy and operating procedure will remain in effect until superseded or rescinded.  The document will be reviewed annually to ensure that it is consistent with applicable statutes, regulations, National Park Service policy, and other pertinent guidance; the annual review also will ensure the document’s accuracy, completeness, and relevance.  The Administrative Officer is the responsible person for reviewing and drafting revisions to this policy and operating procedure.  
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