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Friendship Hill
National Historic Site

Freindship Hill Archaeology

Albert Gallatin’s country estate, he got married. With a growing year and a half. Most of them
Friendship Hill, highlights his family Gallatin added on in were unhappy in the country
accomplishments. Gallatin was 1798. His governmental duties and in October of 1825 they
Secretary of the Treasury required him to often be away moved away.
during the President Jefferson from his home. For many years
and President Madison the family lived in Washington Friendship Hill became a
administrations. Then he went DC and Paris, France. In National Park site in 1978. New
on to become a diplomat. preparation of his retirement public bathrooms, an elevator
Gallatin decided to add onto and mechanical systems were
Gallatin built the first part of his Friendship Hill home once planned. These improvements
Friendship Hill in 1789. It again. The family returned to called for archaeology under
consisted of two rooms. In 1793 Friendship Hill, but for only a the Friendship Hill house.
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Point it out on a map.

M‘,‘ AR 5 i arleh g )
B 2 - Sl A e e
Friendship Hill

RGINIA |

Explain how it was e Friendship Hill is still standing. Its
discovered. location was always known.
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Archaeologist’s grid on the bricks of the
drainage system found in the basement.
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Describe some of the
information from the past
that has been found at the
site.

The archaeology showed that
Friendship Hill had a drainage
system in the basement to deal
with seeping water.

Although the archaeologist found
some broken ceramics, they did
not find any of the fanciest type of
ceramics (porcelain). This might
have been because Friendship Hill
was located in the country.

Many bones were found that
showed what the family was
eating. It was surprising that there
were no bones associated with the
best cuts of meat, which would
have been expected since the
Gallatins were wealthy. The most
logical explanation is that the
bones were used again for
cooking soups, and thus not
found in the garbage.

Asilver plated candle stick found in the
crawl space below Friendship Hill (with a
white candle added).

Explain how the
information gained from
the study of this sites
answers questions that
archaeologists are asking.

The basement and crawl space
under the house were going to be
disturbed by the new construction.
This would destroy any
archaeological evidence, so the
archaeology was done before the
new construction.

The archaeologist found artifacts
from the Gallatin period and from
them they learned more about the
everyday life of the Gallatin family.

Some ceramics.

Explain how the
information may be
important for modern
people.

This site is open to the public so
people can learn about Gallatin, his
accomplishments, his family life
and his life at Friendship Hill.

Mr. Gallatin’s Mansion.

A drawing of Friendship Hill.

To learn more:

Friendship Hill National Historic Site: www.nps.gov/frhi
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