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	Enslaved person:  Someone forced into working for others with virtually no rights or payment.  Laws determined if enslaved persons could worship together, could be taught to read, could earn money doing work outside of a plantation or “master’s” house or could use any laws in their own defense.  Enslaved persons in America were of African descent, but not all enslaved persons came directly from Africa. 
Slavery existed in all 13 of the original colonies. In Maryland slavery was not made illegal until 1864, a year before it was ended nationally by the 13th amendment.  

Enslaved persons might be bought and sold several times throughout their lives, often separated from their families in the process. 


	Indentured servant: Someone who signed a contract with a “master” to serve that person for a specific number of years, with freedom promised at the end of the contract.  Indentured servants at Hampton were typically European, often threatened with jail time in their home countries.  In colonial times, “term slavery” worked in much the same way, with a contract for a certain number of years of forced labor for African enslaved persons.  

Contracts were not always honored and sometimes even passed on to family members if the contract signer became ill or injured.

	Freedom seeking: Describes how people worked to escape bondage, seeking the basic human right of freedom.  At Hampton, enslaved persons and white indentured servants both sought their freedom: sometimes they sought their freedom together.  

Indentured freedom seekers often went to port towns to return to Europe.  Enslaved freedom seekers often went to Baltimore City to become part of a large free black community or to Pennsylvania, a free state with laws making it difficult for slave takers and owners to recapture them.  Over 80 enslaved persons sought their freedom from Hampton.





Primary Source Documents:  Read these real newspaper advertisements about freedom seekers, written and paid for by overseers and Ridgely family members from Hampton plantation.  As you read these ads, ask yourself: Why would it be so important to include descriptions of clothing?  What do you think many freedom seekers did before they even set out on their journey—what supplies might they take?  Would they choose to change their appearance?  What evidence do you find of cruel or harsh treatment at Hampton?  What do you think the amount of each reward means?  How might the skills mentioned in the ads help them in a new life? Use the graphic organizer on the following pages to compare and learn more about the experiences of these freedom seekers.
  
 
Escape Ad #1:
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Baltimore Sun, Aug 26, 1852, Maryland Gazette
Rebecca was the daughter of Headwaiter Mark Posey, and her mother and sister were also enslaved at Hampton. Rebecca did make it to freedom in Baltimore City.  




Escape Ad #2:
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Maryland Gazette, June 29, 1775   Maryland Gazette, Sept 15, 1766 
Francis ran away several times and multiple ads were printed about him.



Escape Ad #3:
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Maryland Gazette, Sept 15, 1766   
Notes:
“Convict servant men” were indentured servants, who had the choice between going to prison and becoming indentured servants.  
Notice how the letter “s” in these documents look like “f”s.   
A “brogue” is an Irish accent.  
“Osnabrig” is a coarse cotton.
“Masters of Vessels” are ship captains. 
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	Name of Person/s and Date of Advertisement
	
	
	
	

	Indentured or enslaved?
	
	
	
	

	Where is the person from?
	
	
	
	

	Age
	
	
	
	

	How does the person look, sound, what is the person wearing?




	
	
	
	

	Possessions (what did they take with them?)

	
	
	
	

	Skills/Job


	
	
	
	

	Has the freedom seeker taken anything to help him or her escape?

	
	
	
	

	Are there warnings to people who would try to help the freedom seeker?



	
	
	
	

	Do you see evidence of cruel treatment in the advertisement?
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Baltimore County, September 15, 1766.

AN away laft Night from the Subfcriber’s

Plantation, near the Nortbampten Furnace,

in Baltimore County,\Maryland, two Conviét Ser-
vant Men, wiz.

Stephen Pane, an Englifbman, a Shoemaker by
Trade, about 5 Feet 8 or g Inches high, about
24 Years of Age,- fwarthy Complexion, much
pitted with the Small. Pox, fhort ftrait black Hair,
has grey Eyes and looks very bold, much Knock-
Knee'd, one of his Great Toes has lately been
cut with an Ax, and is now fore: Had on and
took with him, an old Cotton Jacket, two Ofna-
brig Shirts, Country Linen Trowfers, Felt Hat,
old Shoes, with a Piece cut out againft his fore
Toe, a red Calf-Skin Knapfack, with the Hair
outfide, and has fome Shoemaker’s Tools in it.

Jobn Garraughty, an Irifbman, and has much of
the Brogue, about 5 Feet z Inches high, 24 Years
of Age, fwarthy Complexion, fhort ftraic black
Hair, black Eyes, looks very Fierce, and has
a large Scar acrofs his Throat where he has at-
tempted to cut it : Had on and took with him, an
old Bearfkin Coat, full trimm’d, with yellew Gilt
Buttons, lined with green Tammy, and has Lap-
pe}s to it, with a Pocket in the left Infide, Ofna-
brig Shirt, Country Linen Trowfers, an old Caftor
Hat, and-old fingle Channel Pumps.

Whofoever takes up the faid Servants, and fe-
- Cures them in any Goal, fo that their Mafters may
get them again, fhall have Forty Shillings Re-
ward if taken Ten Miles from Home, Four Pounds
if Twenty Miles, and Six Pounds if out ef the
County, and Ten Pounds- if out of the Province,
or Half as much for either, and reafonable Charges
if brought Home, paid by

(*) Cuaries Ripcery, fenior.

N. B. The above Fellows had Iron Collars on
when they went away : AH Mafters of Veflels are
forewarn'd harbouting them at their Peril.
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1 REWARD.—RAN AWAY f{rom the farm
b of John Rideely, Esq., in Baltimore coun-
ty, on Friday last, a light eolored NEGRO GIRL,
who enlls herse.f’ REBECCA PGREY, about five
feet ong or two inches high, end fifteen years old, with
around good looking face.” 8he had on when she left
& durk blue striped dress, a dark colored shawl, and
no bonnet  The above reward will be paid for the re-
coverv of said girl. [425-5t*] N, COOPER, Manager,

W OTICE.=T hereby caution the publioag iiust har-

B R o e o T
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FOUR POQUNDS REWARD. e
ENT off the 23d inftint, from the fubfcriber’s
plantation, on Patapfco Neck, an Engfith fer-
vant man, nam-d Francis Barrett, 6 feet 1 inch high,
round vilage, fair complexion, light biowa or fandy
hair, which eurls, hazel eves, his a fcar on his nofe,
and a mole cn the right fide of his. chin, is flim made,
and a little kmack knee'd, a carpenier and fawyer by
trade, though no workman =t cither, he has been a
foldier: had on and took with him a new check fhi.t,
one white ditto and flotk, one pair of brown ribhbd
and a pai of white thread ftockings, ose pair of light
blue worfted ditto, a pair of b'ack grain fhoes almoft
new, one pair of ofnabiig troufers, with a hole on one
kaee, one white ftriped filk and cotfon jacket, half
OTR, a pair of light brown thiclifet breeches, and a
pair of copper knee buck'es, two match coat blankets ;
¢ had alfv an iron collar on. It is fu(pelted he has
pince taken a beat, 2e or 22 feet long, which has been
dately tiimined, new bottomed, and nailed; the up-
Per part is gavetted, her timber of Saffafras, Who-
ver takes up the faid Tervant »nd boafty and fecurss
them, fo that I get them again, {hall hav® the above
eward ; or three pounds for the fervant, and 20 fhil-
lings for the boaf, inciuding what the law allows,
Fad by AW 3 CHARLES RIDGELY.





