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Oh Baby! 

These days Fort Matanzas is seeing a dramatic resurgence of the younger crowd from species of all 
kinds!  Just two Saturdays ago we got our first turtle nest of the 2012 season and we ended the week 
with a total of four nests, all the threatened Loggerhead (Caretta caretta).  The little guys will be 
due to hatch around mid-August, if all goes well.  A single Loggerhead nest can produce over one 
hundred hatchlings.  Every day from May 15 until all nests are hatched, we patrol the beach at Fort 
Matanzas to ensure all nests are protected in order to give the species a higher chance of survival.  
We have already exceeded our average number of turtle nests for the end of June, and the season is 
only half way over!  

In the bird world, we have eight new additions to our Wilson’s 
Plovers family.  The chicks are often spotted feeding in the wrack line 
with parents close by. We had one incident last week where a child 
visitor was chasing a chick and attempting to step on it.  Luckily, a 
ranger was near and requested the child to stop, giving the chick a 
chance to run back into the dunes to safety.  Even though it was not 
harmed, the stress and exhaustion caused by this kind of behavior can 
be detrimental to the health of the chick and, in the grand scheme, the 
health of the species. 

The Least Terns are making a comeback!  Our colony of Least Terns 
has seen increased activity over the past few days.  The beginning of 
the season in April and May started out rough for our terns due to 
predation from a fox and high tides, and for a while the colony was deserted.  However, there have 
been many indicators of nesting behavior and an overall increase of Least Tern presence near the 
inlet.  We officially have three nests so far.  

It’s not always fun and cuteness here, and the Resource Management team has been on its game at 
keeping alien invaders at bay.  Invasive and non-native species of plants are an issue especially in 
Florida due to its accommodating climate.  Lately, the culprits are Wood Rose Vine, Asparagus 
Fern, Milk Weed Vine and Air Potato.  Measures have been and will continue to be taken in order 
to reduce and ultimately eliminate these species from the park altogether.  

To foster our resources is to live in a world of resplendence. We’re happy to be doing our part, 
keeping the vision alive. 

 

 

               Wilson's Plover chick  


