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SPECIAL EVENTS

PERMIT INFORMATION SHEET

"The National Park Service...shall promote and regulate the use of ... national parks ... [its] purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations."  (16 U.S.C. 1)  It is the policy of Thomas Edison National Historical Park to allow special events when and where possible, while adhering to this mandate. Primary consideration will be given to potential resource damage and to anticipated disruption of normal public use. A permit issued by the superintendent is required.

National Park Service (NPS) regulations authorize the conducting of special events provided:

· There is a meaningful association between the park area and the event;

· The observance contributes to visitor understanding of the significance of the park, and

· A permit has been issued by the superintendent.
A special park use is defined as a short-term activity that takes place in a park area and:

· Provides a benefit to an individual, group, or organization rather than the public at large;

· Requires written authorization and some degree of management control from the NPS in order to protect park resources and the public interest;

· Is not prohibited by law or regulation;

· Is not initiated, sponsored, or conducted by the NPS.

A request for a special event permit may be denied if in the opinion of the superintendent, the special event will:

· Create an unacceptable impact on park resources or values; or

· Are contrary to the purposes for which the park was established, or 
· Unreasonably disrupt the atmosphere of peace and tranquility maintained in wilderness, natural, historic, or commemorative locations within the park; or

· Unreasonably interfere with the interpretive programs, visitor activities, visitor services, or with the administrative activities of the NPS; or

· Substantially interfere with the operation of public facilities/services of NPS concessioners or contractors; or

· Create an unsafe or unhealthy environment for visitors or employees; or

· Result in conflict with other existing uses.

Costs and Fees - Costs incurred by the National Park Service in conjunction with accommodating the permitted activity will be reimbursed by the permittee.  Administrative costs and estimated costs for activities on site will be calculated on a case by case basis, and must be paid when the permit is approved. The permittee will be advised of any such fees prior to receiving a permit. If any additional costs are incurred, the permittee will be billed at the conclusion of the permit. 

Insurance and Bonding - General liability insurance may be required showing the U.S. Government, National Park Service, Thomas Edison National Historical Park as an additionally insured. The amount of insurance required is based on the degree of risk involved in the proposed use.

The permittee may be required to post a refundable damage bond.  The amount of the bond will be equivalent to the estimated cost for clean up, repair or rehabilitation of resources or facilities that could potentially be impacted by the permit activities.  At the conclusion of the permit, the bond will be returned to the permittee after costs of clean up, repair or rehabilitation are deducted.  

Termination of Permit - All permits are revocable without notice if the terms of the permit are violated.  Deliberate infractions of the terms of the permit or the deliberate making of false or misleading statements concerning intended actions in order to obtain a permit are causes for immediate termination of the permit and cause for possible prosecution.  Permits will be revoked if damage to resources or facilities is threatened, of if there is a clear danger to public health or safety.

Management of permit activities - National Park Service staff will supervise the special event.  They will have the authority to make all supervisory decisions to assure compliance with the permit, applicable regulations, and National Park Service policy.  Permittee must comply with any special instructions received from this representative.


No employee of the National Park Service may work for the permittee in any capacity whatsoever while in uniform or if directly involved in supervision of the permittee. No personal gratuity of any nature whatsoever will be offered to any employee of the Government in connection with the exercise of the privilege granted.

The National Park Service will not permit the public staging of special events that are conducted primarily for the material or financial benefit of the organizers or participants, or which involve commercialization or in-park advertising or publicity.  Admission fees for, or any other monies associated with the event may not be collected on NPS premises.

The sale of merchandise in connection with a special event including but not limited to T-shirts, clothing and arts and crafts, is prohibited.

Permit Conditions

A permit is made upon the express condition that the United States, its agents and employees shall be free from all liabilities and claims for damages and/or suits for or by reason of any injury, or death to any person or damage to property of any kind whatsoev​er, whether to the person or property of the Permittee, its agents or employees, or third parties, from any cause or causes whatsoever while in or upon said premises or any part thereof during the term of this permit or occasioned by any occupancy or use of said premises or any activity carried on by the Permittee in connection herewith, and the Permittee hereby covenants and agrees to indemnify, defend, save and hold harmless the United States, its agents, and employees from all liabili​ties, charges, expenses and costs on account of or by reason of any such injuries, deaths, liabilities, claims, suits or losses however occurring or damages growing out of the same.
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