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FILMING/PHOTOGRAPHY
PERMIT INFORMATION SHEET
It is the policy of Thomas Edison National Historical Park to allow filming and photography when and where possible, while adhering to the National Park Service mandate to “conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.”  (16 U.S.C. 1)    Primary consideration will be given to potential resource damage and to anticipated disruption of normal public use. A permit issued by the superintendent is required.

Thomas Edison National Historical Park is composed of two units, the laboratory complex and the residential estate, Glenmont.  Public tours are conducted through many of the buildings.  Other space serves as offices and archival and museum collection storage areas.  Original furnishings remain in most rooms.  Filming is only permitted in areas open to public visitation.

Commercial filming is defined as digital or film recording of a visual image or sound recording by a person, business, or other entity for a market audience, such as for a documentary, television or feature film, advertisement, or similar project. Still photography requires a permit when the activity takes place where or when, members of the public are not allowed, or when the activity uses models, on-camera talent, sets or props that are not part of the natural or cultural resources of the park.

Generally, permits are not required for visitors using cameras for their own personal use while on public tours.  Sound technicians, and film or video news crews at breaking news events do not require a film permit.  Breaking news is an event that cannot be covered at any other time or place.  Please note that breaking news events are subject to restrictions and conditions necessary to protect park resources and public health and safety, and to prevent impairment or derogation of park resources and values.

A request for a filming or photography permit may be denied if:
· in the opinion of the superintendent or his/her designee, the filming activity requested represents a potential for harm or impact on the park’s natural, cultural, wilderness or recreational resources, may create health or safety risks, or disrupt visitor use and enjoyment;

· it is determined that supervisory requirements for the proposed project will place unreasonable burdens on park staff, regardless of the applicant's willingness to pay supervisory costs;

· the permittee fails to obtain insurance/bonding, or to agree to pay assessed cost recovery;

· the proposed filming or photography would conflict with the visitors' normal use of the park;

· the request includes entry into areas closed to the general visiting public, or which would allow activities not permitted to the average visitor.  

Costs and Fees - Costs incurred by the National Park Service in conjunction with accommodating the permitted activity will be reimbursed by the permittee.  The National Park Service is authorized to collect two fees: cost recovery and a location fee. Cost recovery includes an application fee which must be submitted with your application as well as a charge to cover costs incurred in processing and monitoring your permit. This amount will vary depending on the size and complexity of your permit. An estimated Cost Recovery Record and Location Fee schedule will be provided upon approval of the permit. If any additional costs are incurred, the permittee will be billed at the conclusion of the permit. 

Insurance and Bonding - General liability insurance must be carried by the permittee showing the U.S. Government, National Park Service, Thomas Edison National Historical Park as an additionally insured. Such insurance shall be in the amount of $1,000,000. Additional amounts may be required for high risk activities.

The permitee may be required to post a refundable damage bond.  The amount of the bond will be equivalent to the estimated cost for clean up, repair or rehabilitation of resources or facilities that could potentially be impacted by the permit activities.  At the conclusion of the permit, the bond will be returned to the permittee after costs of clean up, repair or rehabilitation are deducted.  

Sharing the Park - A filming or photography permit does not allow the permittee to restrict visitors from any location. Film/photography permit activities may not occur simultaneously with other permitted activities or unduly conflict with scheduled public activities. Visitors will be allowed to watch filming.  

Termination of Permit - All filming or photography permits issued by the National Park Service are "revocable" on 24 hours notice, or without notice if the terms of the permit are violated.  Deliberate infractions of the terms of the filming permit or the deliberate making of false or misleading statements concerning intended actions in order to obtain a permit are causes for immediate termination of the permit and cause for possible prosecution.  Permits will be revoked if damage to resources or facilities is threatened, of if there is a clear danger to public health or safety.

Management of Permit Activities - The filming project will be well planned and scheduled.  Last minute changes will not be accommodated unless the changes are contingent upon weather or other emergency conditions and approved by the National Park Service representative in charge. 

A member of the park staff will supervise the filming done within the site boundaries.  They will have the authority to make all supervisory decisions to assure compliance with the permit, applicable regulations, and National Park Service filming policy.  Permittee must comply with any special instructions received from this representative.


No employee of the National Park Service may work for the permittee in any capacity whatsoever while in uniform or if directly involved in supervision of the permittee.

National Park Service employees may not perform, or appear to perform official duties for purposes of filming unless such performance has been approved in advance.

No personal gratuity of any nature whatsoever will be offered to any employee of the Government in connection with the exercise of the privilege granted.

The permit may be used between the hours specified.  No activity, including arrival of vehicles and/or personnel is permitted before or after designated hours. All personnel, equipment and vehicles must be clear of National Park Service property by the designated time. 

Restrictions on Filming Activities 

Furnishings, artifacts, and other historic objects may not be touched or moved, except by Site staff.  If the need to move any object is anticipated, special arrangements must be made in advance.  

The laboratory buildings and Glenmont are protected by fire detection and fire sprinkler systems. The use of high wattage lights and/or smoke or fume emitting equipment is not allowed.  Any action by the film crew that causes the fire protection systems to activate will result in the permittee bearing the cost of recharging and restoring that system.

Smoking, food and drink are prohibited within the historic areas at Thomas Edison National Historical Park.

No electrical connections will be made to the sites electrical system unless approved in advance. Electrical capacity in all historic buildings is extremely limited.

Close up flash and prolonged use of lighting is not permitted at Glenmont due to the fragility of the fabrics and artwork. Only light weight equipment can be used (no rolling stock.)

Permit Conditions

Credit must not state or imply National Park Service endorse​ment of commercial product.  Suggested format for credit line is: THOMAS EDISON NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.

Permittee shall own all rights of every kind in and to all photographs and film made by it in the park and shall have the right to use such photographs and/or recordings in any manner it may desire without limitation or restriction of any kind.  Permit does not grant any rights regarding the filming, photography or recording of individuals on National Park Service property.  In addition, rights owned by other individuals or institutions (for items such as sound recordings or archival materials) are not impacted or changed by this permit.

A permit is made upon the express condition that the United States, its agents and employees shall be free from all liabilities and claims for damages and/or suits for or by reason of any injury, or death to any person or damage to property of any kind whatsoev​er, whether to the person or property of the Permittee, its agents or employees, or third parties, from any cause or causes whatsoever while in or upon said premises or any part thereof during the term of this permit or occasioned by any occupancy or use of said premises or any activity carried on by the Permittee in connection herewith, and the Permittee hereby covenants and agrees to indemnify, defend, save and hold harmless the United States, its agents, and employees from all liabili​ties, charges, expenses and costs on account of or by reason of any such injuries, deaths, liabilities, claims, suits or losses however occurring or damages growing out of the same.

See also:
FILMING/PHOTOGRAPHY - LOCATION LIST

APPLICATION FOR FILMING/PHOTOGRAPHY PERMIT (SHORT FORM)

APPLICATION FOR FILMING/PHOTOGRAPHY PERMIT (LONG FORM)
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